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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 

LEWIS B AGO T, D.D. 

LORD BISHOP OF SAINT ASAPH. 



MY LORD, 

npHE honor which you have been pleafed 
to confer on a former publication of 
mine [a)^ by caufing a very large portion of 
it to be edited in the Welch language ; and 
the manner in which you were fo good as to 
apply to me, at that time perfonally a ftranger 
to your Lordfhip, for my aflent to the plai^ 
and to fpeak of thofe parts of the book, the 
tranflation of which was not required by yout 
immediate purpofe; have rendered it my 
duty to embrace any opportunity which might 
occur of publicly teftifying my gratitude, 

*{a) A Familiar Sonrey of the Chri(Uan Religion^ &c. 

A3 I avail 
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vi DEDICATION. 

I avail myfelf of the prefent occafion with 
cordial pleafure. Allow me to fay that, ia- 
depfendently of all private confiderations, the 
proof which your Lordlhip's conduit afforded 
of vigilant folicitude to adopt any meafure 
which, in your opinion, fhould feem likely 
to be fubiervient to the eternal interefts of 
the inhabitants of the diocefe configned to 
your fuperintendence, excited in my mind 
very lively emotions of fatisfadtion. May the 
grace of -God attend and profper your pious 
exertions ! 

, It may be right to add fome few words 
refpe£ting the Volume now infcribed to your 
Lordfhip. Different writers of Sermons, all 
aitnifig at the fame ultimate objedt, purfue it, 
according to their refpedive views, judge- 
ments, habits of ftudy, and other circum- 
fiances, in different ways. The vineyard of 
God will employ and remunerate labourer? 
of various.- defcviptions. .'My .prefent efp 
forts, a$ arj humble workman in that vine- 
yard, have been principally directed to two 
" ' 6 points: 
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t)oints: the eliicidatibn of fome fundamehtat 
dodrines of oiir faith ; and the inculcatioh df 
a pradlical truth of the higheft moment, yet 
a truth which to6 often, if we may judge 
by the language in common ufe among 
men when fpeaking either concei'ning them* 
felves or others, is fatally uildifcerned or 
difregarded, that noihing fhort of an avowed 
and unreferved furrender of the whole heart 
to God through Ghrift, evinced^ under the 
blefling of divine grace, by a zealous. and 
habitual purfuit of univerfal holinefs, is Re« 
ligion. 

Many perfons appear to imagine that, when 
once the refearches of an individual into the 
Chriftian Revelation have fatisfied him as to 
its facred authority, the remainder of his re- 
ligious courfe lies plain and eafy before him. 
They perceive not that he has afcended but 
the firft and the lead laborious acclivity of 
the mountain. Surely it requires but a fmall 
degree of infight into human nature and the 
Scriptures to difcover with how much greater 
A 4 facility 
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facility the underftandtng is convinced of 
fpecuUtive truth, than the heart is fubdued 
to a produdive f^uth and a practical love of 
holinefs. I (hall rejoice if any part of the ^ 
following pages fhould be rendered inftru- 
mental in diflipating - the pernicious delufion 
which I have mentioned. 
I am, with (incere refped. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordihip's obliged 

and affectionate Servant, 

THOMAS GISBORNE. 

Yoxall Lodge, 
April 20, 1802. 
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SERMON !• 

JesiJs Christ the Gorner-Stone* 



1 Peter, ii. 6. 

Behold! I Jay in Sion a chief Corner-Stone^ 
eleSty pretious : and he that believeth on Him 
Jball not be confounded^ 

^O the attentive reader the holy Scripture* 
continually offer new fubjefts of admi* 
tation and gratitude. Among other circum- 
ftances -which .will excite hi^ wonder and 
thankfulnefsjhe will notice the accommodating 
condefcenflon of God to the dulnefs of human 
underftanding, la fetting before men under fo 
copious a variety of appropriate and familiar 
figures the nature and plan of Redemption 
through ,Chrift. The fower fowing his feed j 
the good fhepherd giving his life for the fheep^ 
the vine nourifliing its branches j the king 
making a marriage for his fon ; the houfe* 
holder fuperintcnding his vineyard ; the fa- 

Vol. L B ther 
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1 Jefui Cbrift the Corner-Stone. 

ther receiving the repentant prodigal ; the 
mader fettling acc6unts with his fetvsCntd j the 
wheat-field overfprcad with tares ; the net caft 
into the fea, and gathering fiflies of every kind : 
thefe areamdng the images, by which the of- 
fice of the Son of God, and his dealings with 
man, are reprefented and rendered clear to our 
apprehenfions. In the paflage now before 
us the apoftle alludes to our Saviour under 
the defcrlption of a maffy corner- ftone placed 
in the foundation of a building, that it 
may unite and bind together the principal 
walls, and may thus enfure the firmnefs and 
the durability of the ftrudlurc. Chrift is 
difplayed to us as the chief corner-ftone, of 
chofen ftrength, of ineftimable value, fixed by 
the hand of God himfelf, and capable of fu(^ 
taining for ever and ever the fabric of the 
univerfal church. Under this image Chrift 
Was originally pourtrayed by David and Ifaiah. 
Hbe Stone which the builders refufedy the fame 
is become the btad-flone of the corner. This it 
the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes [d)t 
therefore thus faith the Lord God; Be^ 
boldy I lay in Z ion for a foundation^ a fone^ a 
tried fl one y a precious corner-Jlone^ a fure founds 
^tion; he that believetb on him fhall not make 
hajle (i) J (hall not be hurried into difmay, (hall 
not be confounded. To thefe words of Ifaiah 

(tf) Pfalm cxtiii. %2» 23. {h) Ifaiuh, xxviii. 16. 
r . St. 
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St. Peter refers. To them St. Paul alfo refers 
in his epiftles tp the Romans, and to the 
Ephefians (r). In feyeral paflages inthe New 
Teftament .the expreffions of David are like- 
wife, recited and applied to Chrift [d). I pro- 
pofe, therefore, in the firft place, to point out 
fomc of the particulars with refpeft to which 
we are to regard Jefus Chrift as the great cor- 
ner-ftone. And I (hall endeavour afterwards 
to illuftrate the animatihg declaration of St. 
Peter ; that he who believeth on Chrift fhal! 
not ' be confounded : and the tremendous 
warning which it involves, that they who re- 
fufe to believe on Chrift ihall be confounded 
for ever, 

I. I. Jefus Chrift is the corner^ftone of reli- 
gious dodrine. He is the fole foundation, 
the author and finiftier [e] of our faith. He 
came from the Father : he is one with the 
Father: and heknpweththewillof theFathen 
He was in the beginning with God, and was 
God : and he knew the incomprehenfible na^ 
tare and the unchangeable attributes of the 
Godhead. He knew the perfed holinefs ne- 
cifTary to obtain acceptance from a God of 
holinefs. He knew the inherent heinoufnefa 

(tf) Romans, iz. 33. z. 11. Ephefiansy ii. ao. {d) Matt* 
xti. 42. Adts, IT. 1 1* {€) 1 Con iiu io»\i. Heb. xii. x. 

B 2 of 
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of fin ; the extreme guill of every deviation 
from the divine law, of every inftance of re- 
bellion againfl God. He knew how great 
muft be the facrificej for he offered him- 
felf to ht made that facrifice, by which the 
pardon of fin, and the reftoration of the di- 
vine favour^ fliould be procured. He knew 
by what price, for that price he undertook to 
pay, the <:ontinual grace of the Holy Spirit, 
by which alone the fmner could be enabled to 
liepent, to believe, to become holy, and to per- 
fevere in holinefs, muft be purchafed. He 
was the Son of the God of truth ; he was 
Truth himfelf: and he came into the world to 
bear witnefs to the truth. By his perfonal 
miniftry, and by the miniftry of his apoftles, 
he revealed to the fallen children of men the 
things which belonged to their peace. Ry 
his Spirit hfe inftruded and empowered the 
facred writers of the New Teftamcnt to fpread 
to the moft diftant reg?bns, to deliver dow^A td 
the lateft generations, the words of eternal 
life. Well therefore may St. Paul affirm that 
oil Scripture is prcfitabk for doSirine {/). Well 
may St. John pronounce ; Wbcjoever aBidelb 
not in the doBrine ofCbf^ bath not God j^ hn 
that abidetb in the doSrint ofCbrifty be hatb 
both jbe Father and the Son. If there come any 

unto you and bring not this do&ri'aci receive 

« 

(/) 2 Tim. iii. 1 6. 

"" . ' him 
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him not into your boufr^ neitbtr kid him God 
fpced : for he that biddctb him Godfpcedy itpar^ 
taker of hi/ evil deeds [g). Le^rn then your 
faith from the mouth of your Saviour, and 
of his inipired apoftles aod evangelifts. Look 
to your Bible. Fix your foot on that roct 
Apply to ypurfelf the adaionitions of St. Paul : 
Be Jledfyi in the unity of the faith. Be not 
tojfed to andfro^ and carried about with every 
"wind of doMrine :bu{ Jpeaking the truth in 
love J grow up uflto Him in all things v^ho is the 
bead^ even Chrif. Bt not carried about with 
divers and frange doSrines : for ii is a good 
thing that the heart be ejiabli/bed with grace. 
Remember them which havefpoken unto you the 
^vordofGod: whofe faith follow ^ confidering 
the end of their converfation^ J^f^^ Cbrift^ the 
fame yejlerday^ and to^day^ and for ever (^)i 
Recollefl: the prophetic warning of the fame 
apoflle. The time will come when they will 
not endure found do^rine (i). That time has 
long fince arriyed. The prophecy has already 
been fulfilled, and is at this day fulfilling, 
with refpeifi to multitudes. Numbers at this 
day, while they profefs themfelves Chridians, 
ersa themfelves in oppofition to the effential 
do<arines of the Gofpel. Sometimes they ex* 

(^) 2 John, 5--rii. (i) EpheU iv. 13—15. Heb. xiiu 
7— J. (?) %^ Tim. IV, 3. 

B 3 claim 
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6 Jefus Chrifi the Cormr-StQne. 

claim againft its myfteries ; and prefunilng 
fo meafure by their unaflifted reafon fubjeifls 
Utterly beyond the grafp of human under-* 
fianding, plung6 into the mod extravagant 
wildnefles of interpretation, rather than bend 
to the plain and repeated declarations of God 
concerning the nature of his own Godhead. 
More frequently they take offence at the hu- 
miliating fadls which lie at the root of the 
doftrine of redemption : that man is radically 
corrupt ; that the law of God is a law of per^ 
fed holinefs, and requires perfect obedience ; 
that any breach of that law in any one point, 
fubjefts the offender to the penalty of eternal 
death ; that holinefs is* in no refped the pro-r 
dud of the human hearti but altogether the 
fruit pf the Spirit of God ; and confequently 
that whoever (hall receive remifiion of pu- 
nifhment, fandification, and the gift of life 
eternal, will receive all thefe bleflings folely 
through the free grace and mercy of God in 
Chrift, and will owe no one of them in the 
fmalleft portion or degree to any right or me- 
rit of his own. Numbers, inftead of humbly 
acknowledging thefe truths, which are as con«» 
fiftent with reafon as they are decidedly in- 
culcated in the Scriptures, proudly rely on 
their fuppofcd perfonal righteoufnefs ; dare to 
claim forgivenefs and falvation as in part at 
)ea(t ^WQ %o their own excellency and good 

works J 
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works ; and are fo far from looking to Chrift 
as the folc gi^ound' of hope of deliverance 
from the wrath to come, and of admiffioii 
into the kingdom of glory, that they re^ 
gard his atoning facrifice merely, if I may 
venture to apply the term to fo aweful a fub- 
jed, as a fort of make-weight, which may 
compenfate for fuch of their tranfgreflions as 
their own imaginary righteoufnefs may not 
have been altogether fufficient to countervail. 
So blind to their own ftate, fo ignorant of the 
fundamental principles of Chriftianityi are 
many who frequent Chriftian worfhip ! May 
God grant th^t few or none of you, when 
you examine your own faith, may find your* 
ielves of this defcription ! Meditate tben^ as 
the apoftle exhorts, upon tbefe things. Take 
heed to thyfelf and to thy doSlrine : continue in 
them. Speak thou the thing^ wbitb become 
found doSrine ; that men he found in faith. 
If any man confent not to njoholefome words ^ 
even the words of our Lord Jefus Ghrifi^ and 
to the doSrine which is according to godlinefs ; 
be is proudy knowing nothing [k). 

2. Chrift, in the fecond place,. is the corner- 
ftone of morality. He conferred, in various 
ways, moft eminept glory on the moral law of 
God. He came to give himfelf as a facrifice 

(/) I Tim. iv. 15, 16. Tit. ii. i, z, i Tim. vi. 3, 4. 

B4 for 
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for offences committed againft that law : and 
thus eftablifhed in the &C6 of men 'and of the 
univerfe, the excellence of that law; and 
evinced the heinoufnefs of fm» for which no 
inferior atonement could fuffice^ In explain-^ 
)Qg chat law^ he (hewed by his fermon on the 
inount^ as well as by many pccafional expo(i<P 
tions, its hbly and fpiritual nature. Far from 
perverting its operations, like the Pharifees 
and Scribes ; far from reftraining its influence, 
according to their abfurd and pernicipus fyfr 
tern, to outward and notorious fins> qi" ex?> 
haufting its efficacy on the punctilious obien- 
vance of trifling duties, and unauthorifed in« 
jundions; he fapdiooed and minified the 
whole l^w : he affigned to its feveral precepts 
And commandments the plac:e and preponder*- 
ance to which they were refpeGively entitled : 
and he extended the empire of every ope of 
them to the heart* Thini not^ faid he, that I 
am come to dejiroy the law : I am not come to de- 
Jiroy^ but tofulfiL For wrily I fay untoyou^ till 
heaven and earth pafs^ one jot on one tittle Jhall 
in no wife pafs from the law^^ till all be fulfilled. 
Wo unto you ^ Scribes and Pharifees ! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anife and cummin ; and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law^judge^ 
menty mercy ^ and faith, ^hefe ought ye to have 
done ; and not to leave the othec undone. Who^ ^ 

foeier 
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foever is apgry] with, bis ir other without a caufc 
Is is dajiger of tbt judgements Whafoever bateth 
l)is brother is a murderer. JVhofoev.er looketb 
vn a woman to luji after ber^ bath already 
committed adulUry. with her in his heart. Out 
of the heart proceed the things which defile a 
man^ Bleffed are the pure in heart : for they 
Jb^llfee God (/). During the whole period of 
his miniil^y he afiofded a conilanc example of 
perfect obedience to the moral Jaw. Every 
duty. :which It became him as man to fuKil 
towarids meq, he difcharged no lefs pun<^ua]ly 
than thofe obligations of which the immediata 
object w^» God. He was holy^ undefiled^ fe^ 
parate from Jinners [m). Made like unto his 
brethren [n) in every point eiecept one; in on^ 
point he .'differed totally and immeafuwbly 
from them all: for he was without Jin \6). By 
his example, and for the exprefs purpole o£) 
glorifying his name, every moral dyty is in- 
culcated and enforced by the apoftles : and 
thus alfo the moral law is continually receiv- 
ing additional glory thrdugh him. . If humi- 
lity is to be iraprefled, Let this; mind,^ faith 
St. Paul, be in you which was in Chyf Jefus ; 
who being in the form of God thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made bin f elf 

{!) Matt. V. 17, 18. xxiii. 2^. v. 23, 28. xv. 18. v. 8. 
1 John, iii. 15. (w) Heb. vii. z6, (u>) Heb. 11. 17. 

{p) Heb. IV. 15. 
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if no reputation^ and took upon him the form of 
afervant^ and was made in the likenefs of men. 
^nd being found in fq/bion as a man^ be bumbled 
himfelf and became obedient unto deatb^ even tbe 
deatb of tbe crofs {p\ When the fame apoftle 
recommends meekn^fs and gentlenefs ; what 
is his argument \ I befeecb you by tbe meeknefs 
4md gentlenefs of Cbrifi [q). When he exhorts 
to unity and concord, and mutually edjfying 
affiftance? Let every one ofuspleafe bis neigb^ 
hour for bis good to edification : for ev(n Cbrifi 
pleafed not bimfelf: fought not his own cafe 
and fatisfadtion, biit the benefit of others. Tbt 
God of patience and confolation grant you to be 
like minded one towards anotber^ according to 
Cbrifi yejus ; tbat ye may witb one mind and 
one moutb glorify God (r). When he adtoo- 
nilhcs Chriftians to brotherly love ; to what 
pattern does he refer us ? Walk in lovCy as 
Cbrifi alfo batb loved us ; and batb given bim^ 
ftlffor us an offering and afacrifce unto God (/)• 
By what example does he enforce the duty of 
forgivenefs? Even as Cbrijl fbr gave you ^fo alfo 
do ye (/). How does he encourage charity to 
the poor? So labouring ye ought to fupport 
tbe weak ; and to remember tbe words of tbe 
Lord Jefus^ bow be faid^ It is more blejffed to 

(p) Philipp. ii, 5—8. (i) t Coft X. I. (r) Rom. jfv. 1—64 
(/) £ph. V, 2. (/} CoL iii. 13. 
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give than to receive {u). When St. Petet 
teaches meii to be patient under injuries ; 
v^hat model does he propofe to them ? ^ 
^juben ye do well andfufferfor ity ye take it pa-- 
tiently^ this is acceptable with God. For Chrijl 
alfofuffered for us^ leaving us an example that 
we Jbould follois) bis Jleps : who did no Jin^ 
neitber was guile found in hii moutb : wbo 
wben be was reviled^ reviled not again ; when 
befuffered^ be tbreaiened not [w\ When the 
fame apoftle inculcates univerfal holinefs ; te 
what ftandard does he direft the thoughts of 
his followers ? As bcy Jefus Chrift, wbicbbatb 
called you is holy; fo be ye'boly in all mariner 
of converfation [x). Is not the fame motive 
urged by St, John ? He tbat faitb^ be ahidetb 
in Him^ namely, in Chrift, ougbt bimfelf alfi 
to walk even as He walked [y). And do not 
the facred writers hold up the name of Chrift 
as the great and conftant incitement to all hop> 
linefs ? Wbatfoever ye do in word or in deed^ 
do all in tbe name of the Lord Jefus. Let God 
in all things be glorified through Jefus Cbrifi. 
Let every one tbat nameth tbe name ofCbfifi 
depart from iniquity (a). 

If Chrift has thus glorified, if he has 
thus eftablilhed, in its wideft extent, the 

(«) Ads»zx. 35. (w) I Pet. iL 20—^3. (ir) i Pct^i. !$• 
(;p} I JohDiU. 6»,(«) Col. iii. 17. 1 Pet. iv. xi« 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

moral 
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moral law of God, by his Jtfcj by his 

deaths by his petfonal inftruiaiens, and by 

the Holy Ghofl fpeaking by the mouth of his 

apoftles : how fatally do thofe unhappy men 

decciyc themfelves who difcourfe of a mitir- 

gated law ; who imagine that they are in any 

degree let at liberty through Chrifl from any 

one qbligatioa to univerfal hoUnefs, from any 

ope branch or particle of nioral duty. Sbc'uif 

me tky faith by thy works (a), if thou hopeft to 

enter, ipto heaveji. If the fruity of faith do 

not ha^bituaJly apffear in thy life ; thine is not 

a faith which will juftify thee through Chrift. 

If thy deeds are the deeds of darknefs ; thou 

-belonged to the Mtigd om of darknefs. If thou 

indulged tbyfclf in any known fm ; thou art 

in bondage to the author of fvn. Unlefs with a 

i)rokdD and contrite heart thou fleeil unto Jefus, 

and haft thy fruits through his Spirit unto ho- 

Jittefs; thy end'Ihall not be evcrlafting life. 

3. Jefus Ghrift, in the third place, is the 
corner^ftone of falvation. Other foundation can 
no man lay {b\ There is no other name under 
iieaven^ given among men^ whereby they mujl 
befaved [c). Through him we are jaftified ; 
through him we are faiidified ; through him 
/We receive the inheritance of eternal life. 
In confequence of the fmfulnefs and difobe- 

(rt) Jii/ncsj ii. J 3. {b) i Cor. iii. 1 1, (c) Ads, Iv. it, 

dience 
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tlience of men ^covenant of works neceflarily 
terminates in death. AH .have Jinned^ and 
tomejbort of the glory of God : and by the deeds of 
the lawjhall nofiejh bejufitfied in bis fight (d). 
The wages of fin ^ of tvevj fin, is death \ey 
£very man reads his own ruin in that tre- 
mendous denunciation ; Curfed is every one that 
continiieth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the Jaw to do them (f) : and 
looks forward with gloomy forebodings to 
the final fentence on record againft all who 
fliall remain under the curfe of the law : De^ 
party ye eurfed^ into everlajlingfre (^), 

Chrift is the mediator of a new and a bet- 
ter covenant eftablifhed in his own blood. 
He redeemed us from the curfe of the law^ being 
made a curfe for us ; that he might reconcile 
us to God by the crofs [h\ He laid down 
his life of himfelf : no man took it from him : 
but he laid down his life of himfelf (/) ; that all 
that believe in him, and prove their faith by 
holy obedience, fhould be clothed with his 
righteoufncfs, and receive, through the merits 
of his atonement, pardon and eternal happinefs. ^ 
He rofe from the dead, and fhewed himfelf 
again upon earth, yc?/* ourjujlifcatian [Ik^i a^ a 

{d) Aom. ill. 20^—23. {e) Rom« vi. 23/ James, ii. 10, 11. 
(/) Gal. ill. 10.. {£) Matt. xxv. 41. , {b) Gal. iii. 13. 
to John, XV. 18. ' (i) Rom. iy. 25. 

decifive 
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decifive proof that the price which he had paid 
for human redemption was accepted ; that the 
divine juftice was appeafed by the fufferings 
which, as the furety of man, he had fuftained ; 
that mercy and reconciliation through him 
were freely offered to all mankind ; that he 
ever liveth to make interceffion for us ; that 
he has the keys of death and the grave, that 
to him all judgement is committed; that he has 
all power in earth and heaven. Through him 
we have accefs to the Father. He is the wayi 
and the truth, and the life : and no man cometh 
unto the Father but by Him (/). Through 
Him alone we obtain the regenerating fanCli- 
fication of the Holy Ghoft. If we are born 
again of water and of the Spirit ; emblemati- 
cally of water, fubftantially of the Spirit ; and 
are thus rendered capable of entering into the 
kingdom of God {jn) j that Spirit is the Spirit 
of Chrift, and is fent forth by Chrift from the 
Father («). If we arefaved by the wajhing of 
regeneration apd the renewing of the HolyGboJi ; 
that influence of the Holy Ghoft is Jbed on 
us abundantly^ through Jefus Cbrijl our Sa^ 
viour (o). If we come forth from our graves 
to the refurreSion of life ; it is becaufe Qhrill 

(/; Ephef.ii. 18. John, xiv 6. (m) John, iii. 5. 

(») Rom viii.9. John^^r* 26. (0} Tic.iii.596* 

2 liveth 
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Uveth that we fliall live alfo (/)• If we are 
acimttted into the manfions of Kiis Father} 
it is becaufe He is gone before to prepare 
a place for us (y). Well therefore fpake the 
voice. of prophecy, when God announced 
beforehand the future coming of his Son in 
the flefli ; Rejoice greatly, daughter ofZion : 
Jbout^ daughter ofjerufalem ! Be bold y tby 
* King Cometh unto thee : He isjuji^ and having 
falvation^ I will place falvation in Zion for 
Ifrael. I will alfo give thee for a light unto the 
Gentiles ; that thou may eft be my falvation ufito 
the ends of the earth (r). Well do the facred 
writers of the New Tcftament celebrate the 
Lord Jefus under the name of a Horn offal* 
vation^ the Captain of our falvation {s). Well 
might that glorious dnd countlefs multitude 
feen by St. John before the throne of .God 
and of Chrift ; a great multitude which no man 
could number^ ^f^H nations and kindreds^ and 
peoples and tongues^ clothed with white robes^ 
. dnd palms in their hands ; well might they cry 
with a loud voice, while the furrounding hofts. 
of angels fell down on their faces and wor- 
fhippcd, Salvation to our God and unto the 
Lamb it). My brethren, Howjhall we efcape^ 
if we neglefffo great falvation [u] f 

(^) John, y. 19. liv. 19. (y) John, xiv. i. (r) Zech, ix. 9. 
Ifaiah, xlvi. 13. xliz 6. (/) Luke> i« 69. Heb. iu io» 

(0 Rev. vii.9— la. (u) HeB. ii. 3. 

II. 1. 
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II. I. Thus then we are to look to Jefui 
Chrift as the corner- ftonc of our fiaith, of our 
pra£tice, of our juftification, of our fandlifica- 
tion, of our hopes of pardon and eternal life. 
He who builds on that corner-ftone, builds oil 
a fure rock : he who believes on Chrift fhall 
not, be confounded. 

Chrift^ faith the apoftle, is able tofave io the 
uttermojl them that come unto God by him (w). 
He is head over all things to hiis churchy 
which he purchafed with his own bloodi He 
has declared that the gates of hell fhall not 
prevail againft it. Fjeat not^ little flock^ laid he 
to his difciples : for it is your Father s good 
pleafure to give you the kingdom {pc). Into that 
univerfal church he invites all mankind. Go 
into all the world; and preach the go/pel' to every 
creature. Come unto me^ all yt that labour and 
are heavy laden ; and I will give you rcjl. Taki 
my yoke upon you^ and ye Jhalljind rejl to your 
fouls. Him that cometh unto me^ I will in no 
wife caji out [y). For the Scripture faith ^ as 
St. Paul fubjoins, * vohofoever believcth on IFtm 
Jhall not be afoamed. For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek ; for the fame 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him* 

(«;) Heb. vK. ij. (ac) Ltike, xii. 32. {y) Mark, 

Xvi. 15. Matt. xi« »8, 29. John, vi. 37. ^ ' 

4 Fir 
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For wbofoever Jhall call upon the name (^tbe 
Lord Jball be faved (z). Believe then in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and ihou fhalt be faved [a\. 
Haft thoii a true and lively faith in Chrift 5 
not a barren and dead faith, influencing only 
thy underftanding ; but a genuine and living 
faith, governing thy heart, and proving its 
own reality by ftedfaft liolinefs of life ? Thy 
faith has already brought thee into the way of 
falvation. Perfevere ifi the fame faith untQ 
death, and thou (halt obtain falvation. For 
be that enduretb unto tbe end^ tbe fame Jball be 
faved [b\ My Jbeep^ faith the Lord Jefus, 
bear my voice; and I know tbem^ and tbey foU 
lo'w me. And I give unto tbem eternal life ; 
and tbey Jball never perijb^ neitber Jhall any 
pluck tbem out of my band (r). If, as Noah 
fled to the ark, thou haft fled for refuge from 
deftrudion to thy Saviour; and if thou proveft, 
by hearing his voice and following him, that 
thou continueft in his flieep-fold : thefe prb- 
mifea are made unto thee. Chrift, the good 
fhepherd, will not permit the powers of dark- 
ncft to pluck thee from thence by violence : 
and he will aflford thee grace fu^cient^ if thou 
wilt feek and employ it aright, to preferve thee 
from abandoning his fold of thyfelf. He 

(«) Rom. X- u— 13. (fl) AAs, xvi. 31. 

^ .(^) Matt. X. 13. (c) John, x. 27, 28. 

Voi^ L C will 
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will not fufFer thee to be tempted above that 
which thou art able to fuilain ; but with the 
temptation will alfo make a way to efcape, 
that thou mayeft be able to bear it. He will 
fo overrule the events of thy life, that all things 
fliall work together to thee for good in the 
end, becaufe thou loveft God and thy Re* 
deemen When he chaftens thee, he will think 
upon mercy. When diftrefs and anguiCh are 
ready to overpower thee ; he will fill thy heart 
with the peace of God, which paffeth all un- 
derftanding. He will ftrengthcn thee upon the 
bed of languiftiing ; he will make all thy ted 
in thy ficknefs. When thou walkeft through 
the valley of the (hadow of death, thou fhalt 
fear np evil ; for he fhall be with thee, his rod 
and his ftafF (hall comfort thee. When thou 
ftandeft before his throne of judgement, he 
will acknowledge thee for his fervant. He 
will interpofe his atonement between thee 
and condemnation. He will cover thy un- 
.worthincfs with his merits ; he will array thiee 
in his righteoufnefs. He will change thy vile 
body, that it may be faftiioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to fubdue all things 
unto himfelf. He will fay unto thee, C^mc^ 
thou bk/fed (f my Father; inherit the ktng^ 
dom prepared for thee from the foundation of 

the 
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the world Id). He will caufe thee to reign 
with hitn for ever and ever. 

My brethren, if thefe are bleflings worthy 
of your purfuit ; remember through whomi 
alone they are to be obtained. Remember Jefus 
Chrift, the Author and Finiflier of your faith ; 
Jefus Chrift your Legiflator and your King ; 
Jefus Chrift your propitiatory facrifice ; Jefus 
Chrift the Lord of life, the Giver of falvation. 
Take your part with him. Confecrate your- 
felves to his fervice. Stand forth as his fol- 
diers in the face of an unrighteous world. If 
you are not with Chrift, you are againft him. 
There is no middle path. If you are not his 
friends ; you are the friends of the world, 
the flefli and the devil. If religion is any 
thing, it is every thing. If you make reli- 
gion a fecondary concern ; you are not reli- 
gious. If it be not your prevailing defire and 
ftudy day by day to walk in the faith of Chrift, 
and to manifeft your love and fear of God 
through his Son by humble, watchful, refo- 
lute and perfevering holinefs ; you are not 
religious. Look well then to yourfelves ; for 
eternity is at ftake. 

2. If the righteous fcarcely he faved; if even 
thofe perfons, whofe hearts the Spirit of fan6ti- 
fication has turne.d unto holinefs, n^ourn unto 

(1/) Matt. zxv. 34. 
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the clofe of life under the burden of corrup-' 
tions ftill unfubdued j and experience, until 
the moment when they grafp in death their 
unfaciing crown of viftory, the diflScultics 
and the dangers of their Chriftian warfare : 
where Jball the ungodly and the finner appear [e) ! 
What (hali be the doom of the enemies of 
Chrift } of thofe who refufe to build on that 
corner-ftpne which vihe hand of God has 
planted for falvation ! They fliall be con- 
founded for even The ftone which the 
builders rejeded is become the head-ftone of 
the corner. Whofoever Jball fall on this Jione^ 
Jball be broken : but on whomfoever ttjhallfall^ 
it Jball grind him to powder (f). 

Confider, whoever thou art, who art un--' 
godly and a Jinner ! Confider whether this 
prophetic warning of the deftruftion which 
hangs over thine head, and over the heads of 
all who refemble thee, has not already re- 
ceived in many memorable inftances comple- 
tion fo decifive in the prefent wodd, as to give 
thee full aflurance that the judgements beyond 
the tomb, which are revealed as awaiting the 
impenitent, 'ihall be accomplifhed to the ut- 
termoft. Suppofe, in the latter days of the 
Evangelift Sr. John, one of his youthful dif- 
ciples at Ephefus, after hearing a recital of 

(#} I Pet. 17. 1 8. (f) Pf. cxtrii. 22. Matt. xr.i 42. 44. 
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die life and fufferings of Chrift, to have en- 
quired of the aged apoftle concerning the 
events which had befallen the moft diftinr 
guiflied adverfaries of his Lord. •* Did He- 
rod, who fought to murder the new-bom Sia- 
viour at Bethlehem, defcend to the grave iii 
peace ?", " He died, fmitten by the hand of 
God, in agony and defperation ; baffled in hia 
attempt to cut ihort his mifei'able exiftence ; 
worn away by the lingering horrors of a dif- 
eafe unexampled in loathfomenefs and an- 
guifli {gY^. What vengeance overtook the 
traitor Judas !" " He periftied by his own 
hand !" " What was the end of that other 
wretch of the name of Herod, by whomr 
Chrift, a (hort time before his crucifixion, was 
derided ?" " He was ftripped by the Roman 
emperor of his property and of his kingdom, 
and was driven into perpetual exile {h). 
** What befel the iniquitous judge, Pontius- 
Pilate ?" ** Recalled in difgrace from his go* 
vemment, and condemned to banifhrnent, he 
took away his own life," " The city of Jeru-^ 
falem, which nailed its King to the crofs ; 
does it furvive ?'* " Not one ftone of it is left 
upon another !" ** Where is now the Jewiflt 
nation ?'* " Cut off by unequalled calamities ( 

ig) Jofephi Opera, edit. Hudf. vol. ii, p. 76^^ 770, &c. 
^^b) Hid. p. 820. ^067, 
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or fcattered in bondage and Infamy over the 
face of the earth !" Within the fpan of St. 
John's life all thefe examples of divine juftice 
and truth v^ere difplayed. What if we con- 
tinue the enquiry lower? What befel the 
Roman empire ; which firft fhed the blood 
of the Mafter^ and then perfecuted his fol*- 
lowers ? It bowed to the ftandard of the crofe ; 
it difhonoured by fin the Chriftian profeffion ; 
and was fwept *way by the deluge of barba- 
rians which the Dragon, " the Old Serpent," 
is reprefented in the book of Revelations as . 
baving poured forth for the deftruftion of the 
Chriftian church. But were thofe pagan in*^ 
vadcrs permitted a long triumph over Ghrifti- 
anity ? The earth opened her mouthy and fwal^ 
lowed up the flood (/). Their names ire nearly 
vanifhed from remembrance ; nation after 
nation fpeedily wor&ipped within the pale 
of the church which it came to deftroy ; and 
among their defcendents, deeply as the majo- 
rity of them has been funk for many ages in 
the bitter dregs of a corrupted religion, are 
to. be found peoples and languages eminent for 
evangelical purity of faith. What is the pre- 
fcnt ftate of thofe pre-eminent antagonifts of 
Jefus, the votaries of the Papacy and of Ma-. 
homct ? To the fervants of Jefus they are ftill 

formidable 
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formidable foes. They have not yet fulfilled, 
the appointed period, to the conclufion of 
which, conformably to the didates of Pro- 
phecy, they fhall have power to afflidi the faints 
of the Mod High. But the Jiont^ which j in 
the vifions of Daniel, was cut out of the moun^ 
tain without bands^ Jball affuredly become a 
grcatmountainy and JbaU fill the whole earth \j). 
However tremendous may be the temporary 
trimnphs ia referve for papal Rome j evea 
now we behold her, after the lapfe of centuries^ 
daggering under that concuilioa which was 
a prelude to her irrecoverable fall. Even 
already we behold in the waning crefcent of 
Mahomet the tokens of its perpetual extinc- 
tion*. Even already we begin to exclaim, in 
the rapturous anticipations of aflured and ex- 
ulting hope; ^^ Great and marvellous are thy 
** works, Lord God Almighty ! Juft and true 
** are thy ways, thou King of faints. We 
" praife thee, we blefs thee, we glorify thee; 
** we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
" Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hofts ! 
" The whole earth is filled with thy glory ! 
King of kings, and Lord of ^ lords ! 
Thou haft taken unto thee thy great 
power, and haft reigned. The kingdoms 
" of this world are become the. kingdoms of 

(/} Daniel, li. 34, 35. 45. 
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*' our Lord and of his Chrift ; and He (hall 
•* reign for ever and ever {k)r 

In the face of thefe admonitory demonftra- 
tions of the truth of the divine threatenings 
againft tranfgreflbrs, prefuineft thou to think, 
O ungodly fmner ! that^hou (halt efcape the 
judgement of God ? Knoweft thou not that 
after thy hardnefs and impenitent heart, 
thou art treafuring up to thyfelf wrath againft 
the day of wrath ? Flames and vengcance» 
tribulation and anguifli, (hall be upon every 
foul of man that doeth evil. The ftone, at 
which thou ftumbleft, (hall fall on thee, and 
grind thee to powder. Mercy has been pre(red 
upon thee, bleffings have been heaped upon 
thee, in vain. The counfels of God for thy 
falvation thou haft rejefted. The blood of 
thy Redeemer thou haft defpifed. The Spirit 
of grace thou haft grieved. The chains of ^ 
fm are multiplying around thee. The (hades 
of death eternal are clofmg over thy head. 
Yet now, even now, it is not too late. Thy 
Saviour ftill waiteth to be gracious. He ftiU 
invites, ftill encourjiges, thee to fly to him for 
pardon and deliverance and peace. To-day, 
if ever thou wilt hear his voice, harden not 
thy heart. The prefent call may be thy laft. 
Arife, and flee for thy life. 

(ij Rev, xk 17. XV. 3. XVI. 7. xix. 16. Ifaiah, vL 3. 
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SERMON IL 

The Chriftian Method of Juftification ex- 
plained and vindicated. 



Romans, iii. 20 — 22. 

By the deeds of the law there Jball no flejb he 
jujitfied in his fight : for by the law is the 
knowledge of Jin. But now the righteoufnefs 
of God without the law is manifeftedy being 
witnejfed by the law and the prophets ; even 
the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith of 
Jefus Chrift. 

^ I O underftand the value of a benefit, we ' 

muft eftimate not only its intrinfic 
amount, but the amount alfo of evil which 
It mitigates or removes. If a diftrefled man 
would appreciate the real worth of a donation 
beftowed upon him ; let him confider the 
mifery from which it refcues his family and 
himfelf no lefs carefully than the pofitive 
comforts which it enables him to procure. If 
*I a criminal, 
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a criminal, reftored by the clemency of his 
fovereign to freedom, would become fenfible 
of the extent of the gift ; in computing the 
enjoyments of liberty, let him not forget the 
fuperfeded horrors of a dungeon. On the 
fame principle ought every man to form his 
judgement, who is defirous to contemplate in 
their full importance the mercies of God in 
the plan of redemption. Together with the 
ftate into which he \i raifed, let him labour to 
comprehend that fromf which he is delivered. 
With the glories of life everlafting, let him 
contraft the blacknefs of eternal death. 

It was by this principle that the conduft of 
the apoftle Paul was aduated, when he ad- 
dreffcd his epiftle to the Romans. His pri- 
mary object was to convince them that all 
mankind, Jews and Gentiles, were alike guilty 
before God ; and could look for pardon and 
for eternal happinefs only through JefusChrift. 
St. Paul well knew with what unwillingneft 
nfen acknowledge a dodtrine, which flands in 
diredt oppofition to the pride of heart fo 
deeply rooted in our fallen nature. He knew 
the eagernefs, the obftinacy, which we are all 
difpofed to manifeft, in confiding more or lefs 
upon our own righteoufnefs j the earneftnefs 
with which we ftrain to fhut our eyes againft 
unwelcome conyidion ; the pains which we 
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employ to twift and explain away the mean- 
ing of the Scriptures, in order to efcapc the 
humiliating neceffity of confeffing our owil 
utter uhwoithinefs and depravity in the fight 
of our Lord and Judge. In feveral of the 
early chapters therefore of this epiftle, and 
afterwards in the faventh and the eighth^ 
he dwells with marked anxiety on this moft 
important truth ; — that any man who (hould 
be tried by his own works, by his own de- 
fervings, muft inevitably perifh. Until an 
humbie recognition of this truth be extorted 
from us by a confcioufnefs of our guilt ; we 
never (hall be perfuaded to fly with godly 
fear and truly penitent hearts to the crofs of 
Chrift for falvation. They that are wbole^ faid 
our Lord to the felf-righteous Pharifees, need 
not apbyjician ;.but they that arejick [a). They 
who are not aware of their fpiritual maladies, 
defpife and reje<3: the Saviour who oflTers^ and 
who alone is able to heal them. But they 
whofe eyes are opened ; they who are pene- 
trated with a true fenfe of their deplorable 
condition by nature and by tran{greflion, and 
feel that they are comjpletely unable to deliver 
themfelves from the juft anger of God ; vdll 
throw themfelves with joy at the feet of their 
Redeemer, and, with humble and grateful 

(j) Luke« V. 31. 
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hearts, will accept the bkffings which he oflTers 
to beftow. They will receive him as their 
Lord ; they will adore him as their Saviour ; 
they, under the guidance of the Spirit of grace, 
will believe in Him, will love Him, and will 
keep, his commandments. They will walk in 
Cbrift Jefus^ not after the flefh^ hut c^tr the 
^ Spirit : and to them there will be no condem^ 
Jiation {b\ 

It fhall be my endeavour, in the prefent 

difccurfe, to explain to you, from feveral dif- 

xSxiQi confiderations, the nature, and the tranC- 

V cendent mercy, of j uftification through Chrift. 

I. Confider, in the firft place, the inherent 
and perfect and neceflary holinefs of the di- 
vine law. 

What is the view which the Scriptures 
difplay of the perfedions of Him who gave 
the law ? God is eternal : He is all- 
powerful : He knoweth all things: He is 
every where prefent : He is the Author 
and Giver of all good. But is there not 
yet another attribute of the Godhead; an 
attribute of primary concern to man ? Of 
the perfeftions which the Scriptures afcribe 
' to God, tl^e moft glorious is perfedl ho- 
linefs. Hear on this fubje£t the dilates of 

[hi) Rom. viii. I. 
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Infpiration. The Lord our God is holy. Holy 
and reverend is bis Name. There is none holy 
as the Lord. Who is like unto tbee^ Lordy 
glorious in bolinefs ! Thou only^ Lord^ art 
holy. God is purcy and every word of God is 
pure. The Lord is righteous in aU his ways^ 
and holy in all his works. God cannot be 
tempted with €vil {c). When Chrift, on the 
evening which preceded his crucifixion, 
opened the fulnefs of his heart before God ; 
he addreifed Him by the name of Righteous 
Father^ Holy Father {d). When Ifaiah in his 
vifion faw the Seraphim Handing before the 
throne of'Jehovah, and covering their faces 
with their wings from the glory of his pre- 
fence j he heard them crying one to another^ 
with voices which fhook the pillars of the 
temple, Hofyj holy^ holy^ is the Lord of Ho/Is (e). 
When St. John beheld the four living crea- 
tures, the reprefentatives of an innumerable 
company of Saints, furrounding the throne 
of the Omnipotent ; he heard them pour 
forth in the fame language their never-ceafing 
praifes. They rejl not day and nighty fiyi^S^ 
Holy^ boly^ holy^ Lord God Ahnighty (f). 

Since God then is a God of perfect holinefs ; 
the laws which he gives to his creatures mud 

(0 Lev; xiz. 2. Pf< CXL9. I Sam. ii 2. Exod. xv. 11. 

Rev- XV. 4« Prov. xxx. 5. i John, iii. 3. Pf. cxlv. 17. 

James^ i. 13. (d) John, xvii. II. 25. {e) Ifaiah, 
Vi. 3. (f) Rev. iv. %. 
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ncceffarily be holy. From a holy God, nothing 
except that which is holy can proceed. Well 
do the Scriptares proclaim ; T^bc Jlatutes of 
the Lord are right. Thy lawy Lordj fs the 
truth ; and thy judgements are righteous. The 
law of God is holy : and his commandments^ 
are holy and jujl and good {g). You cannot 
examine with attention the law of God, 
without perceiving its holinefs. The worfhip 
which he requires of you, is holy worfhip. 
It is the worfhip of an humhie, devout, and 
pious heart. God is a Spirit : and you are 
to worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. The 
conduct which he requires you to obferve 
one towards another is, in every refpedt, ac- 
cording to holinefs. You are to be in all 
your dealings true, and faithful, and jufl. 
You are to be filled with good-will towards 
all men ; to be kind, liberal, tender-hearted, 
forgiving, long-fufFering, peaceable, meek, 
gentle. In the government of yourfelves, 
you are to be temperate, contented, chafle, 
and pure. Not only your actions, but your 
words alfo, and your mofl fecret thoughts, are 
to be holy. In all things, you are to abftain ' 
even from tire, appearance of evil. Hence in 
the New Teflament Chriflians are faid to be 



(f) Pfalm zizt 8. cxix. 14s. 160. Rom. vii. 12. 
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calkd with an holy calling : and are exhorted 
to be holy and unblamable ; to have their fruit 
unto bolinefs ; to perfeEl bolinefs in the fear of 
God {b). Hence too it is folemnly declared, thai 
without bolinefs no manfballfee the Lord (/)• 

II. The next point for your confideration 
is this : Whether you have faithfully kept 
in every particular this holy law of God? 
Without hefitation, you confefs that you 
fiave not. You confefs that you have broken 
it limes without number. You confefs that in 
thought, or in word, or in deed, you are 
breaking it every day. You confefs that you 
have experienced the acquifition of that per- 
fedt holinefs, which it requires, to be by your \ 
own ftrength unattainable; that although you 
fee and know the path of duty, you are con- 
tinually deviating into a contrary courfe ; that 
the good which you perceive that you ought 
to do, the good which you wifli to do, you do 
not ; that the evil which you difapprove, the 
evil which you are defirous of avoiding, you 
commit. You confefs that fin befets you at 
all times, on every fide in a thoufand fhapes, 
and is perpetually gaining fome advantage over 
you. You confefs that under the influence of 
a corrupt nature, and the force of temptation, 

(^} 2 Tim. i. 9. Col. i. 23. Rom. vi. 22. 2 Cor. vii. i. 
(f) H«b. xH. 14. 
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you cannot hope to obey the law of Ood in 
any tolerable degree for the future, if you are 
left to yourfelf. Are you unwilling to advance 
to the full length of this avowal ? An avowal 
far lefs, ample would fuffice to eftabliih the 
conclufion to which we are approaching. But 
every one of us, my brethren, who has at- 
tained any fubftantial knowledge of himfelf, 
and has learned to profit by the leflbns of his 
own experience, will join in the preceding 
confeflion with deep humility and felf-abafe- 
mcnt. It is a confeflion which the fcriptures 
declare to belong to every individual of the 
human race. They defcribe the nature which 
we have all inherited from our forefather 
Adam as fo thoroughly corrupted by his re* 
bellion againft God, and hisifubmiflion to the 
enticements and the dominion of the devil ; 
that of ourfelves we not only are unable to 
fulfil the law of God, but are alienated from 
him, at enmity with him, averfe to holinefs, 
prone to fin, Moft truly therefore do they 
pronounce, that all have Jin ned and €omejhort 
of the glory of God : that every mouth' is foppedy 
and all the world is become guilty before God: 
and that by the deeds of the law there Jball no 
fejb hejujlifed in hisjight {k\ 



(i) Rom. iii. 19; so. 23. 
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Confider now the general nature of a law. 
A law points out certain duties to be per- 
formed ; promifes protefkion, perhaps reward, 
to thofe who fulfil its demands; and de- 
nounces wrath and punifliment againft all - 
who (hall in any point be guilty of difobedi- 
ence. It is thus that the. law of God d^als 
with mankind. It enjoins on men the perfor- 
mance of all thofe duties, which are neceflary 
to conftitute perfedt holinefs ; duties, many 
of which are difclofed to every man by the 
light of confcience, and all of them are clearly 
ilated in the law itfelf. It promiifes life to 
every perfon, who (hall fully perform the 
whole of that holinefs towards Gody and to- 
wards man, which it exadis from all mankind. 
The man^ it iaith, that doeth tbcm^ Jhall live by 
them (/). But what if a man falls (hort in 
fome particular ? He lofes the benefit of the . 
promife ; and muft fubmit to the confequences 
of his tranfgreflion. Curfed^ faith the fcripr 
ture, Curfed is every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them («?). The law of God requires 
perfeS obedience. To perfe£l obedience it 
promifes the reward of life. Againft thofe who 
tranfgrefs in any p6int it denounces the pu- 
mihment of eternal death. Sin is thetranff- 
(/) Gal. ill. 12. .. (m) Gal. iiij xo. 

^ Vol. I. D grejjion 
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greffion of the law: and the wages of fm /> 
deatb{n). 

Obfervc then the fituation in which you, 
and I, and all men iland by nature with re- 
fpe<a to the law of God. He has placed be- 
fore us a law of perfe£l holinefs ; and has com- 
manded us to obey it. We have not only 
fallen (hort of perfed obedience ; but have 
become in numberlefs refpedts miferable fin- 
ners» laden with iniquity* tranfgreffing daily 
in thought, in word, and in deed. We have 
become thus finful, not neceflarily, but wiN 
fully: not neceflarilyj for St. Paul declares 
that even the Gentiles, who had not the writ- 
ten word of God in their hands, were alto- 
gether inexcufable for their tranfgreffions, be- 
caufe they liftened not to the law of God writ- 
ten in their confciences {d). We have become 
thus finful wilfully : having pofleQed not only 
the light of confcience, but the book of God ; 
having knowingly difobeyed his law ; having 
^ yielded with open eyes to the inftigation of 
our depraved nature, and the artifices of our 
fpiritual foe. . We have failed, lamentaWy 
failed, as to that perfeA obedience, to which 
alone the law promifed the rewatd of life* We 
have continually committed, and are conti- 
nually repeating, offences againft the law ;..for 

(»), ijohft, iiu4 Rom. ¥1,23. («) Rom. i. 19— ai. 32* 
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every one of which the law denounces the pe- 
nalty of eternal death. 

The law promifed reward to perfect obedi« 
cnce : but it promifed not pardon to traaf- 
greiEon. Man, ever inclined to prefumptuous 
murmuring againft God, is ready to exclaim 
that the law was rigorous and pruel. Rigo- 
rous and cruel, becaufe it did not hold forth 
pardon to thofe who fliould wilfully break it! 
Do human laws hold forth pardon to thofe 
who wilfully break th^m ? Is it confident 
with the nature of a law to hold forth pardon 
to tranfgreflbrs ? Would a law which pro- 
mifed par3on to thofe who ftiould break it be 
likely to procure obedience ? Would a wife 
legiflator among men enaft fuch a law ? Could 
you expedi a wife and holy God to promul- 
gate fuch a law ? The law of God denounces 
vengeance againft ^?// who break it: and you 
and I and all men have broken it. If we en- 
tertain any hopes of pardon, we muft look 
for it from fome other quarter. We muft 
look for it, if we look for it at all, from the 
undeferved mercy of the Legiflator : but in 
the law itfelf, it is unreafonable and impofli- 
ble to exped to find forgivenefs. 

But you complain thata fingle tranfgreflion 

• ihould entail the forfeiture of all the bleffings 

which might otherwife have been derived 

D 2 under 
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under the law ! The fad with which you are 
diflatisfied is U4iqueftionable : a fingle trant 
greffion elitails a complete forfeiture. And 
how (lands the fa£l in the cafe of human 
laws ? He who tranfgrefles againft a fingle 
claufe of a fingle a£l of parliament ; is he not 
puniftied, and juftly punifhed, for difobeying 
that claufe, even though he may have pundu- 
ally regarded every other rlaufe of that parti- 
cular ftatute, and every claufe of every other 
ftatute ? If death itfelf be the penalty denoun- 
ced againft all, who fliould violate that ftatute ; 
is he not juftly punifhed with death? Do 
you complain then, becaufe God, in delive- 
ring for your obfervance his.bbly law, has 
adopted a principle, the equity of which, 
when adopted by the law of your country, 
you recognife every day ? Po you complain, 
becaufe God has eftabliOied the divine law on 
that foundation, which the univerfal confent 
of mankind acknowledges as the only bafis, 
on which any human law can efficacioufly be 
refted ? Whofocver Jhall keep the whole law^ 
and yet offend in one pointy be is guilty of all (p). 
Whofoever offends againft any one precept 
of the divine law, offends againft the whole 
Jaw, of which that precept is a conftituent 
part ; and againft the fovereignty of the Legif- 

if) James, ii. 10, ii. 
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lator, who ha$ fMyoined the uniform obfer- 
vance of every part of his law : and deferved- 
ly forfeits all the bleffings which were annex* * 
ed only to the faithful obfervance of the whole. 
He who (ins againft any one branch of any 
one ftatute/ fina againft the whole legiflative 
authority of his country, from which every 
ftatute derives its obligatory power. By de- 
fpifing that authority in any one of its in- 
junctions, be proves himfelf devoid of the dif- . 
pofitions of a good fubje£t : he lofes all title 
to the protedbion of his country, and falls un- 
der the feverity of her juftice* And he who 
wilfully violates in any one inftance the law 
of that Legiflator, who, when he faid, " Do 
not commit adultery," faid alfo, " Do not 
kill;" who, when he commanded the obfer- 
vance of his law in one point, equally com- 
manded the obfervance of it in all : fins againft 
tjie fupreme Majefty of Heaven j fhews him- 
felf deftitute of the temper of a true Chriftian j 
juftly forfeits ihe favour, and incurs the ven- 
geance of his God. 

• Put you reply that, in fomd cafes, if the un* 
happy man who, by offending againft one 
human law, has rendered himfelf obnoxious 
.to puniftiment, fliall have been afiiduous in 
his obfervance of the reft of the laws of the 
land, he is difcharged from puniflimeni. 
D 3 Dif. 
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Difcharged from punifliment ! How is he 
difchai'ged frotn it? He receives pardon by 
an a£t* of grAce. Does he prefume to claim 
pardon as a debt ? Does he demand it as his 
right, becaufe, though he has broken one fta- 
tute, he has obeyed many ? He fues for it as 
an emanation bf free meriiy: and as an cma-^ 
nation of free mercy his fovereign beftows it* 
Now contemplate the divine adminiftration ; 
and behold the refiftlefs force with which 
your argument turns againft yourfelf. God 
is willing to pardon not in few and extraor- 
dinary inftances, but in every inftance. He 
does not wait to be entreated ; but fpontaneouf- 
ly offers to CTery offender forgivenefs and life 
eternal. When he offers unmerited blelfings ; 
{hall he not offer them in his own method, 
on his own terms ? If you feek for pardon ; 
feek it not in the law, from which it is im- 
poffible that you fliould obtain it. Seek it 
from the free mercy of God : and feek it in 
that channel, through which alone he has de- 
creed that his mercy (hall be difpenfed. 

III. But previoufly cohfider farther, • what 
ftrong reafons there might naturally have been 
for apprehenfion, that the pumiftiment which 
our fins deferved would be inflidted in its 
largefl extent. Recoiled the holinefs of God. 

RecoUea 
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Recollect that a holy God muft abhor fin and 
finners. Evil^ faith the fcrlpture, T^^?// not 
dwell ^ilb God. He is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. He batetb all tbc workers of 
iniquity. "The way of the wicked^ the thoughts 
of the, wickedy the facrifice and prayer of tbc 
wicked^ are an abominaiion unto the Lord [q). 
What then could the wicked have naturally 
^expeded but death and mifery I Remember 
too the juftice of God To me^ faith the Lordt 
belongetb vengeance and recompence. I will 
render vengeance to mine enemies (r). By fia 
all mankind were become the enemies of God ; 
and had no claim to efcape the extremity of 
his juftice. Remember lik^wife the fove-^ 
reign ty of God over all his creatures. Was 
it to be expeded that the Sovereign of the 
Univerfe would permit fin, which is rebellion 
againft himfelf, to pafs unpuniflied ? Would 
he permit his righteous laws to be broken, 
without pouring forth his indignation on the 
tranfgreflbrs ? Would he pafs over the crimes 
of the guilty race of man, and thus hold forth 
an encouragement to prefumptuous guilt in all 
the other worlds which he his made ? Might 
it not rather have been apprehended, that 
both for the purpofe of punifhing ^human fm 

(y) Pf. V. 4,5. Habb. i. 13. Prov.xv. 8, 9. 26. xxviii. 9. 
\r) Dcut. xxxii. 35. 41, Hcb. x. 30. 
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in proportion to its demerits, and of exhibit- 
ing an awful warning to the whole creation, He 
would.have exa£):ed the full penalty which we 
had incurred ? Thefe are the dreadful forebod- 
ings with which our breads might naturally 
have been filled. And if we had endeavoured 
to confolo ourfelves with the refledionthat 
God delighteth in mercy, and had ventured on 
^^hat ground to hope for forgivenefs; how 
reafonably might we have feared, that no mcs: 
thod was to be devifed, in which the Judge of 
the . Univerfe could exercife mercy towards 
man confidently with his holinefs an.d his 
juftice ! After all our inquiries, our plead-* 
ings, and our hopes, there flill lay open be-? 
fore us the gulf of eternal death. 

IV. Such was by nature the miferable 
ftate of man. So truly did the law iJoork 
wrath.^ So truly was the commandment y which 
was ordained to be unto life^ found to be unto 
death. So plainly by the law was the know^ 
ledge offm imparled and difFufed ; the know- 
ledge, of its heinous guilt, of its univerfal 
and deadly influence. So efFedually did fm^ 
taking occafton by the commandment ^ deceive us^ 
and fay us. So fatally was the law which is 
holy^ and the commandment which is holy and 
juft and good^ made by our corruption and 

tranf- 
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tranfgreffions ^Jeatb unto every man (/)• 
Thus condemned, thus helplefs, thus deftitute 
of all claim to mercy, thus ignorant whether 
to human guilt mercy could be extended con- 
fiftently with the otheir attributes of God, was 
the whole race of Adam. » But-God is infinite 
in mercy, goodnefs, and wifdom. He faw 
what man could not difcern. He perceived 
the means of reconciling the offer of forgive- 
nefs to fallen man, with the demands of l^is 
own righteous and violated law. wretched 
man that Jam! cried St. Paul; who Jbatl delp- 
ver me from the body of this death (/) ? A favi- 
our was at hand. There was One in heaven 
able to make an atoneaxent : able to make a 
full, perfedl, aud fufEcient facrifice, oblation, 
and fatisfaftion for the fms of the whole 
world J and fuch a fatisfadlion as it would be 
confiftent with the righteoufnefs and the juf- 
tice of God to accept. But was this faviour will- 
ing as well as able to make the atonement ? 
He' was willing. He was aware what muft be 
the price of man's fal vation ; and that price he 
freely offered, and took upon himfelf topay. 
And who was this faviour ? What being was 
it that undertook this moft aftonifhing office 
of mercy ? It was the eternal Son of the eter- 

(/) Rum. iii. 20. iv. 15. vii. 10 — 13. (/) Rom. vii. 24. 
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nal God. It was one of the perfons of the 
iocomprehenfible godhead. It was Jefus 
Chrift, who was one with the father. It was 
J«fu8 Ghriftj.who in the beginning had made 
the world, and now engaged to redeem it. 
He became furety for man. The humiliation, 
the fufferings, which he faw that as man's 
furety he mufl undergo, difmayed him not. 
He knew that the iniquity of the human race 
was to be laid upon him ; that with his flripes 
mankind were to be healed. He knew that he 
muft himfelf become the facrifice in the place 
of man. He knew, that he muft leave the 
glory, in which he had reigned with the Fa- 
ther from eternity ; that he muft come down 
to dwell on earth ; that he muft himfelf be- 
come man, and fuftain all the infirmities and 
evils of human nature, fm only excepted, 
which could not approach to him. He knew 
that he muft be a man of forrows and ac- 
quainted with grief ; that he fliould be de- 
fpifed and rejeded by the world which he 
came to fave ; that of the followers whom he 
fhould particularly fele£l to be his companions 
and friends, he Ihould be betrayed by one, de- 
nied by another, forfaken by all. He knew 
that he fhould be delivered up to his bittereft 
enemies ; that he fhould be expofed as a 
mark to the fhafts of fcorn, infult, and cruelty; 
I and 
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and that he mud make atonement by his 
blood} that he muftfuffera paiiufuland iggip- 
minious death, crtt^iified betwew twp malefac- 
tors ; himfelf condemned as a malefa^ory 
though he was the Lord of Glory. All thU 
abafement, all this anguifh he forefaw to be 
necefTary^ if be would purchafe redemption for 
mankind. Ail this abafement and anguifh he 
forefaw ; but it. fhook not the purpofe of hi^ 
love. Though he was in the form of God, 
and thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God ; he made himfelf of no reputation, and 
took upon himfelf the form of a fervant, and 
was made in the likenefs of men : and being 
found in fafliion as a man, he humbled hinh* 
felf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the crofs [u\ By this his obedience 
unto death the great atonement was made* 
The gate of heaven was thrown open to man* 
Pardon through the blood of Chrift, fan£tifi- 
cation through the Holy Ghoft, and everlaft- 
ing happinefsin the world to come were offer- 
red, a^ purchafed by the facrifice of Chrift, to 
all who (hould fly for falvadon to him. 

How then may we acquire an intercft in 
thefe bleffmgs ? By faith; by faith only. 

(») Phiiipp. ii. 6—8. 
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Faith js ordained of God to be the ihftru- 
ment, the only inftrument, by which we maj 
receive and apply to ourfelves the mercy of 
-God, the atonement of our Redeemer. Be^ 
^ iieve in the Lord y^fus Cbrijl^ and tboujhalt be 
faved. A man is jujiified by faith. The laiv 
'worketh wrath : therefore it is hffaifh^ that it 
might be by grace. Therefore being jiijiijied by 

' faiihy'^we^ bavt ptacefwith God^tblrotigh our Lord 
yeftis Chriji ; by whom alfo we have accefs by 
faith into this grace wherein we Jland. The 
righteoufnefs ofG(/d\iht method of juftification 
which God Jiath ordained) without the works 
of the law (without our works being required 
t<k do that which ihey never could do, to pay 
an atom of tba-price of falvation) // manifejiedy 
being witnejfed by the law and the prophets*, 
even the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith 
ofjefus Cbrijl^ unto all^ and upon all them that 
believe : for there is no difference ; for all have 
fnned and come fhort of the glory of God; being 
jtifiificd freely by his grace ^ through the redemp^ 

^ tion that is in Jefus Cbrift^ whom God.hath ftt 

forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood [w\ Juftification by faith alone, through 

the merits of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is the 

grand doQrine of both teftaments. Under 

(w) A^s, xvi.31. Rom. iii. 28. * GaUii. i(5. Jlom. iv. 
15, iQ, V. I, 2. iii. 21 — 25, 

^^ their 
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their authority, it was the grand doftrine of 
the reformation; It is the grand dodlrine of 
the church of England. It was witncjfed by 
the law. It is the juftification to which the 
intimations of mercy that gleamed amidft the 
awful curfes of the law alluded ; the juftifi- 
cation which the law with all its fhadowy rites 
and emblematical facrifices unremittingly pre- 
figured. It is the juftification .witnejfed by the 
prophets. To that Redeemer by whofe blood it 
was to be accompliflied, give all the prophets 
witnefs ; that through bis name^ wbofoever be-- 
lieveth on himjhall receive remijfion ofjins [x\. 
It is the juftification to. which, from the gof- 
pel of St. Matthew to the book of Revelations, 
all the penmen of the new covenant bear wit- 
nefs. It is the juftification by which God is 
glorified ; the juftification by which man is to 
be faved, . 

The moft falutary inftrudion may be per* 
verted ; the moft holydodrine may be vilifi- 
ed. Whatjhqll we fay ^ therefore^ if Ignorance 
. fhould dccoft us in the language which flie 
once addreffed to St. Paul : Do you then make 
void the law through faith? Shall we continue: 
infn that grace may abound f In what words 
fhall we reply but in thofe of the apoftle ? 
God forbid I Tea^ we ejlablifh the law. God 

(n) Afts, X. 43. 

forbid: 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 'J'he Cbrijiian Method of Juftificafton 

forbid! Howjhall nsre that are dead tojln^ liv^ 
any longer therein ? They which do the works 
oftheflejh Jhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Continue in faith and holinefs. Without holinefs 
no man Jhall fee the Lord. This is a faithful 
faying^ and thefe things I will that thou affirm 
conjlantly; that they which have believed in 
God might be careful io maintain good works [y)^ 
Is additional rrfutation neceflary ? Let it be gi- 
ven in the words of St, James. Know^ vain 
man^ that faith without works is dead. By 
works-faith is made perfect. By works a man 
is jujlified^ and not by faith only [%\ But here 
new difficulties feem to arife. " If St. Paul ac- 
!* knowledges that holinefs muft be cori- 
^' ftantly added to faith ; if St. James affirms 
" that a man is juftified, not by faith only^ 
" but by works ; where is the unity of Chrif- 
** tian doctrine ? Is the apoftle of the Gen- 
** tljes inconfiftent with himfelf ? Do the two 
** apoftles contradia each other? Will you 
" plead that they fpeak of a firft and of a fub- 
" fequent juftification ? Or do you contend 
" that they refer, the one to juftification in 
" the fight of God, the other only to juftifica- 
" in the fight of men ?*' St. Paul is in no de- 
gree inconfiftent with himfelf. The two 

{y) Rom. iii. 31. vi. t, 2. Gal. v. 15 — 21. iTim.ii. 15. 
Tit. iii. 8. Hcb. xii. 14. (it) James, ii. 20. 22. 24. 
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apoftles accord in perfedt harmony of fenti- 
ment : they fpeak of one and the fame juftifi- 
cation ; and of juftification in the fight of 
God. The juftifying faith of St. Paul h faith 
that worketb by love {a). The juftifying, or 
perfe£l^ faith of St. James, is faith whiclx 
bringeth forth good works, ^he fame faith is 
defcribed by the two apoftles, and in terms of 
the fame import. A dead, barren, and fpecu- 
lative faith is equally condemned by both. 
According to the dodrine, the uniform doc- 
trine, of both, a living faith is a faith that juAi- 
fies ; and no faith is a living faith, which does 
not evince itfelf to be fuch by the fruits which 
a living faith cannot but produce ^ boline/s and 
good works. " Yet when St. James pro- 
*' nounces that a man is juftified not by faith 
** only, but by works ; is no| this,'* it will 
finally be objeded, ** to pronounce that'good 
** works pay a part of the price of our juftifi- 
" cation ?'* Impoffible ! " Howis the impoffi- 
" bility manifefted ?'* By the two following 
confiderations^ Firft : Becaufe fuch an inter- 
preiation of the words of the apoftle, an inter- 
pretation in no degree required by ihc ordi- 
nary ufe of language, is utterly inconfiftent 
with that rightcoufnefs of God, that method 

(^) Gal. V. 6. 

of 
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of juftification by faith alone, which is wit- 
nefled by the law and by the prophets ; and 
is completely unfolded in the New Tefta- 
ment. And, fecondly ; becaufe it is equally in- 
confiftent with the nature of good works. 
The beft of human works are imperfeft in the 
fight of God, They cannot ftand the inqui- 
fition of his juftice.' They are rendered com- 
plete and acceptable before him, only through 
the atonement of his Son, Admit any hu- 
man work to have been perfedt. It might 
have flood by its perfection. Perfed how- 
ever it ought to be ; and more than perfect it 
could not be. It could boaft no fuperfluous 
merit. It could advance no overplus of 
worth which might be applied to make atone- 
ment for evil deeds. He who had wrought 
that work woijld ftill have been, as to that 
very work, an unprojitable fervant ; he would 
have done no more than it was his duty to do. 
Good works, perfevering good works, ftedfaft 
and habitual holinefs of heart and of condud^ 
are indifpenfable to falvation. By requiring 
them as indifpenfable, faith ejiahlijbes the law^ 
grace profcribes aivd anathematifcs continu- 
ance in fin. But they cannot buy falvation : 
they can pay no part of its price ; they mufi let 
that alone for ever. Indifpenfable as, they are, 

they 
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they are valuable, but as evidences, the fole evi- 
dences, df that faith, which juftifies through 
the gracie that iis in Chrift Jefud; 

My Chriftian brethren, I have now en- 
deavoured to fet beforfe you, conformably to 
the iimplicity and the genuine dodlrine of the 
Scriptures, this moft important, this frequently 
inifunderftbod and mifreprefentdd fubjeft, 
the method of juilificktioh through the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Let me conclude, with briefly 
tecapitulating the fubftance of this divine 
t)lan, in the way of general application. 

If you are feeking pardon and eternal life, 
feek them hot by ftahding on the deeds of 
the law : feek them not by claiming them as 
in the flighteft degree or portion due to any 
works of your own. The law worketb wratb. 
By the deeds of the law Jhall no flejb be jujli" 
Jied in the fight of God. Enter not into judge^ 
ment with thy fervant^ Lord : for in thy 
ftght fball no man liinng be jiifltfied. The law 
of a G«d of perfedt holinefs is itfelf a law of 
perfect holinefs, and requires perfect obedi- 
ence. If you fail in any one point, it de- 
nounces the penalty of eternal death. Cut fed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book tf the law to do 
them. You are confcious that, in common 
with the reft of mankind, you have failed. 
Vol. L E - you 
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you have tranfgrefiedi in numberlefs inftaoces^. 
What day has pafled without yotrr having 
done, either in thought, or in word, or in 
adion, that which yon ought not to have 
done; and without your having left undone 
that which you ought to have done ? Were 
the very beft of you to examine fairly the 
very beft of your works, you would find 
them to have been {o imperfefk ; to have 
fallen fo far below the, ftandard towards 
which a higher meafure of antecedent holineft 
would have advanced them ; to have been fo 
far from proceeding from truly Chriftian mo- 
lives, and Trom thofe only ; to have been fo 
flained in part, either in the intention, or in 
the execution, or in both, with various de* 
grees of guilt ; that you would tremble at the 
thought of producing them as pure, as ex- 
amples of perfed obedience before God. 
Before him we all ftand condemned finners. 
From the law k is impoffible to derive for- 
givenefs. If we are favcd, we muft be faved 
by one abk to make an atonement. We muft 
be faved by unmerited grace through a Re- 
deemer. We muft receive falvation as a free 
gift through faith in Jefils Chrift the Son of 
the Moft High* Renounce then, unrefervedly 
lenouBce, all prefumptuous ideas of merit Vet 
yourfelves» Look to the crofs on which the 

profAifed 
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promifed Redeemer died^ and to that bnly. , 
Prefent yqurfelves as" fuppliants for mercy 
through faith in his atoning blood. It is only 
by his atoning blood that your fins can be 
waflied away. It is only by faith that the 
fruits and merits of the death of Chrift can 
be received and applied to the benefit of yoBt 
fouK But remember that, if you wiih Chrift 
to be your Sayiour, you muft receive him as 
your Matter. If you deilre a juftifying faith, 
it muft be a living faith. It muft be a faith 
wrought by the Holy Ghoft. It muft be a 
faith which governs the hearc. It muft be a 
faith which worketh by love. It muft be a 
faith which labours after univerfal holinefs. 
You muft give up yourfelves wholly to 
Chrift. You muft make it your conftant ob- 
jedi, and your fupreme delight, to obey all 
the commandments of your Lord ; to walk 
not after the flefli, but after the Spirit ; to have 
j^our heart filled with Chriftian tempers, and 
impelled and controlled by Chriftian motives. 
Thefe bleffings are in no degree to be attained 
by your own ftrength. They are entirely 
the gifts of the Spirit of God. But Chrift, 
by his death, has purchafed them for all who 
feek them through him. If you feek them 
by daily and fervent prayer, offered in his 
name and grounded on his merits ; if, in pro- 
E 2 portion 
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portion to the grace which he has vouchfafcd, 
you conftantly ftrive to aS as his faithful 
fervants; he will bellow them in larger and 
larger abundance upon you. Then will he 
acknowledge you for his own at the laft day: 
and while he commands the wicked, who te^ 
main under the curfe of the law, to depart 
Into everlafting fire j will addrefs to you the 
unchangeable benedi£lion, " Come, ye bleiTed 
" of my Father: inherit the kingdom pre- 
•' pared for you from the foundation of the 
« world/' 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



SERMON III. 

On the Natiire and Efficacy of pivine Grace. 



i j "P 



2 COK. xii. 9. 

^nd He f aid unto me^ " My Grace is fufficient 
^^Jor thee : for my Strength is made perfeEi 
^^inWeahnefsr 

TpOR the accomplifhment of. any ufeful cle» 
* fign, it appears neceflary that all infe- 
rior inftruments fhould be fubjeded to onefu* 
perintending power. In the flrudures oC 
human mechanifm, however numerous, how- 
ever complicated may be the contrivances by. 
which the ultimate obje6k is purfued ; fome 
main-fpring, fome mafter^ wheel, fome ruling 
force, fome preponderating weight, a£kuates 
and controls all the fubordinate parts, and 
gives motion and e^cacy to the whol^. It 
E3 is 
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18 thus, if we may prefume to conned toge- 
ther by any femhlance of comparifon the Ia<« 
hours of terreftrial feeblenefs and ignorance 
with the operations of infinite perfeftion ; 
that the divine wifdom conduds its plans to 
their appointed fuccefs, Earth and air, cold 
and heat, plouds and funihine, the inter-» 
change of day and night, the gradual viciffi- 
tudes of feafons, and all the principles of 
vegetation by which food is produced and 
ripened for mankind : thefc are all but means 
governed and direded by the providence of 
God. Youth and age^ health and ficknefs, 
affluence and poverty, profperity and diftr^fs : 
Ihefe and all othec fecoadary caufca thtougk 
vhich faWation is vowchfafcd to man, are all but 
inftruments in the hands of the FirftGaafe'; 
thefe are all but miniftering agents fubfervient 
to the fway of tfce grac^ of Chrift, 

Never p6rhat)3 was the power of divine 
grace more glorioufly difjplaycd than in its 
effects wrought through the inftrumentality 
of St Paul ! Never perhaps among all the 
children of Adam did it form to itfelf a more 

- able, or a more Willing miniftcr ! This grea| 
inftrufkor of the Gentiles, in vindicating his 
charader and his apoftolical authority againi^ 

. the infinuations of falfe teachers among thQ 
Corinthians, was le4 to fpecify, among -other 

^yidence^ 
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^videnem of his divine commiffion, the vi- 
fiom and reTclations with which he had 
been favoured in a, very uncommon meafute 
by his Lord. He defcribes himfelf as having 
been caught up into Paradife ; into the third 
Heaven, whether in the body or out of the 
body he knew not ; and as having heard 
sinfpeakable wordt, words not to be uttered 
by human Kps. The Saviour of the world, 
however, ihewed himfelf not unmindful that 
his ho}y apoftle wsks l>ut man. According 
to the wifdem difplayed in all the difpenfa- 
tions of his providence, he tempered hie ex* 
traordinary mercies with fuch a portion of 
humiliatioa and fatherly chaftifement, as 
might guard his beloved fervant againft fpi^ 
ritua! pride, and extravagant ideas of his fu* 
pcriorky over his fellow Chriftians. Then 
V^as gipen to St. Paul, to ufe his own words,* 
a thorn in the jitjb^ the meffenger ef Satan to 
buffet bmij Uft be Jbeuld^e exalted above mea* 
Jure through the abundance of the revelatiom^ 
This thorn in the flefli, the prccife nature of 
which, as being well known to the Oorin-.- 
thians, among whom he had refided eighteen 
months, it was not neceffary to particularife ; 
evidently appears to have been fome pcrfonal 
infirmity, which St. Paul regarded as likely 
to impair his ability and IciTen his ufefulnefs 

£4 as 
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as a preacher of religion. In the verfe from 
which the text is taken, he ftiles it zxi infirmity. 
In his epiftle to the Galatians, he alludes to it 
in fimi^ar expreffions. Ye know bow through 
infirmity of the Jiejh I preached the go/pel unto 
you at thejirji. And my temptation which was 
in my Jlejh^ ye defpifed not nor rtjeSed. Front 
the tenth and eleventh chapters of his fecond 
cpiftle to the church at Corinth, we Jearn that 
the enemies of the apoftte reprefented hicn 
as rude in fpeecby contemptible in fpe^cb^ and 
weak in bodily prefence. Here perhaps we 
obtain fome infight into the nature of the 
infirmity with which he was vifitefi But 
whatever the thorn in the jBefh might be, 
the* apoftle, grieved at the profppd of its in- 
terference with the efficacioufnefs of hi« mi7 
niftry, with earn^ft and repeated fiipplicatioa 
befought the Lord Jefus that it might depart 
from him. The prayer Chrift did not fee 
fit to grant. The motive which prompted it 
he beheld with complacence* He beheld the 
Jieart of his apoftle glowing with zeal for his 
glpry. But he knew, wh^t the apoftle could 
pot know, the methods by which his glory 
might bcft be promoted. He knew that the 
feeblenefs of the fervant would conduce to 
the glqry of his Lord ; that the imperfedlioa 
pf the inftrumefit would ipagnify the ftrength 

' ■ " ■ pf 
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of him by whom it was wielded ; that the 

fuccefsful labours of the apoflie, in the face 

of circumftances which might ia fom^ degree 

have a. tendency to excite fcorn or difguft^v 

would prove that the faith of his converts 

Jlood not in the wi/dom of men^ but in the 

power of God. He replied unto the petitions 

; of St. Paul'; My grace is fufficuat for thee : 

for my frength is made perfeSl in weaknefi. 

" Be not afraid ; be not difpirited. I the 

^* Lord am able to complete my own work, 

** My grace, without which thou canft 

** do nothing, fhall be with thee : and that 

** grace can accompliih every thing.'' 

In this reply of our Saviour to the requeft 
of his apoftle, we read a diftinft intimation 
of the nature and the importance of divine 
^race. The inftrudjon thus conveyed taSt. 
Paul is applicable to every man. In the far- 
ther confideration therefore of the fubjeft^ 
I propofe, in the prefent and in two fubfe- 
quent difcourfes, to explain the neceiEty of 
the grace of Chrift to falvation ; to prove that 
every man is enabled to obtain this grace ; 
to indipate the nieans by which it is to'be ac- 
quired ; to point out the tefts and proofs by 
which the pofleffion of it is to be afcertained ; 
and to evince its complete and unalterable fuf- 
ficiency* Some obfervations will afterwards 

be 
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be' feveraliy addrefled, to thofe who difrcg^d 
or defpife the grace of God, and to thofe 
who labour to obtain and to improve it. 

L The grace of Chrift is iadifpeofably ne- 
ceflarj to falvation* 

Is a long train of argument requiflte to ef« 
tabitfli this propofition ? Contemplate the pic«- 
tiiK which the Scriptures prefent of the cor, 
ruption of human nature; and of the confer 
quences/in which that corruption by its owa 
inherent tendencies would terminate. If the 
imajginqtion of mans heart is evil from his 
youth ; if the heart is deceitful above all things ^ 
and de^rately wicked ; if in usj by nature^ 
dwelleth no good thing; if we ars altogether 
gone gut of the way^ altogether become abomin-^ 
ablfy fo that by nature thfre is no one that 
feeketb after God^ no one that is righteous ^ no not 
one ; hpw is fan£ki{ication to be attained ; how 
15 de(lru£tion to be efcaped? How is the 
Ethiopian to ehange his fkin» and the leo- 
pard his fpots? How is the fervant of fm^ 
to become the fervant of holinefs ? How is 
the fcuU groaning under the chains of the 
prince of darktae/s, to be reftored to the glo- 
yioi^s liberty of the children of God ? How 
is the bofom which is the habitation of 
every impure thought, every uoh^Uowed de-. 

fire, 
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Crei to become the temple of the Holy Ghoft? 
Will you anfwer, ** By repentance ; by faith 
**^ in Chrift } by perfeverancc in every good 
•♦ work ?'• Be k fp* Is ^cpentwce then, 19 faith», 
is p^rfcverance in good works in your own: 
power? ConfuU the Scripjtures on each of 
thefe pcHnts. The Scriptures call upon every 
man every where to repent. But do they 
Affirm, do they imply, that man can repent by 
his own (Irength ^Do they admit the poflibillty 
of fuch a fuppoAtion ? What then is the import 
of the exprel&ons of the prophet Jeremiah, ex* 
prefiions not lefs wifely than pioufly inter** 
woven into the liturgy of our church ; Turn 
thou us unto thecy Lord; pnd we Jball be 
turned: turn thou me^ Lord; and I Jball 
he turned: for tbou art the Lord my God {a) f 
What is the import of the following paffages 
in the writings of St. Luke and St. Paul ? God 
bath eocaltfd Jefus to be a Prince and a Saviour ^ 
(ogive repentance unto IfraeL Then bath God 
alfo to tbe Gentflejt granted repentance unto life. 
In meekn^ff injlrudl tbofe that oppofe tbemfdves j 
^God peradventure will give tbem repentance 
fo tbe afinowledging of tbe trutb [b). Is it not 
clear that repentance is to be fought as a gift 
from God J as a gift through the grace of Je- 
fus Chrift F Enquire farther how the cafe 

(ir) Jcrem. xxxi. ij. Lam. v. 21, {h) Afts, v. 31. xi. iS. 
9 tiin. Ji. 25? ^ , 

(lands 
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flan ds with refpedt to faith. Without faitb if 
is impojftbk to pleafc God. By faitb a man /V 
to hejujlijied. Believe in the Lord Jefus Cbriji^ 
and thoujhalt hefaved [c). ' But do the Scrip- 
mred defcribp faith aS an attainment jvithin the 
grafp of hti ran ability ? What is the language 
of the Son of God ? No man ^an come to me^ 
except the Father who hatbfent me dravi him{d) . 
What faith St. Luke ? Jpollo^ helped them 
mucb^ which bad believed through grace. Tie 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia^ thatjhe attend^ 
ed unto the things which were fpoken of Paul^ 
and was baptised {e\ How fpeaks St, Paul ? 

^Faitb is the fruit of the Spirit. No man can 

fay that ^efus is the Lord^ but by the Holy Gbo/l. 
To you^ Philippians^ it is given to believe om 
Chriji {f\ Then with refpe^ to pradical 
holinefs. Are Chriftian tempers and good 
works the produce of your own exertions ? Dq 
you learn fuch imaginations from the Scrip- 
tures ? It is Qod that worketh in yqu both ta 
will and to do. It is God who maketh you per-^ 

fed in every good work:^ to do bis will^ working 
in you that which is well-pleafing in his fights 
Let us have grac^ whereby we mayferve God 
{icceptably. Righteoufnefs^ (rttth^ Iqve^ hng^ 

fufferingj gentlenefs^ goodnefsy mceknefji^ temper 

' {c) Heb. xi. 6» Rom* iH. 28. Gal. 11. i6. Adsy xvi. 31* 
(//) John, vi. 44. . (e) A£ls, xviii. 27. xvi. 14. (/) Qal. 
'v« ds. X Cor. xil. ^. Philipp. i. 19. 

rance^ 
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taHce^ are the fruits of the Spirit, {g). It i^ 
thus that an examination into the natural ftate 
of the human heart, and an enquiry into the 
method by which the different graces of the 
Chriftian charafter are wrought in man, con- 
ftraiu us to afcribe every thing in us which is 
good, tp God, the Author of every good and 
perfeft gift. They conftrainus to acknowlec j2, 
that as St! Paul, deprefledand impeded by his 
thorn in the flefh, could b,e enabled to preach 
the goljpel with fuccefs only by the grace of 
Chrift : fo by that grace only can man, labour- 
ing under his natural corruption, be enabled 
to attain eternal life. They conftrain us to 
acknowledge as indifpenfably neceflary to fal- 
vation that total change, which the Scriptures 
delineate under a variety of figurative expref- 
fions, eflentially of the fame meaning, and 
calculated, partly to exemplify its magnitude 
and efFpti, partly to denote its fupreme im- 
portance ; a change which the word of God 
attributes exclufively to the fandifyiijg in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoft purchafed for us 
by the facrifice of Jefus Chrift. They con- 
ftrain us to confefs, that except a man be born 
Qf'watef and of the Spirit ; emblematically of 
water by baptifm, and fubftantially of the 
Spirit by the renovation of hi^ corrupt nature 
untp holinefs ; be cannot enter into the kingdom 

ig) PhrKpp. it. 15, Hcb. xiil. zi. xH. 28. Gal. v. zZft^. 
£pfa» V. p. 
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of God [by Tbey conflrain us to confeCft^ 
that we muft become new creatures (i) ; that 
we muft te tramformed by the renewing of our 
minds; that we muft put off the old man^ 
which is corrupt^ and be renewed in the fpirit 
of our minds ; that we muft put on the new 
man^ which a/ier God is created in righteouf^ 
nejs and true bolinefs (i). They conftrain us to 
confefs, that if we are to be faved, we are to be 
faved by the wajbing of regeneration^ and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghojl (/). We are to be 
faved by receiving from thp Spirit of God, not 
thofe extraordinary and now no longer needed 
powers^ which were requiiite to enable the 
firft preachers of Chriftanity to confirm the 
truth of the new religion by the evidence of 
'miraculous atceftations : but that influence 
which in every age is no lefs neceflary to the 
falvation of every Chriftian, than it was in pri- 
mitive times to ihe falvation of the apoftles \ 
that influence which alone can enlighten the 
underftanding, redify the will, difpofe us to re* 
pentance, eftablifti us in faith, renew the heart 
.unto godlinefs, fupply "ftrength to withftand 
temptation, infpire holy refolutions and ability 
to fulfil them, and finally feal the ftedfaft fer- 
vantsofChrift through continuance in faith, and 
in good works the fruits of faith, to eternal life. 

• {h\ John, ill. 3. 5* (1) 2 Cor. y. 17. Gal. vi. 15* 
(i) Rom. zii. 2. '£ph. iv. 33, 24* (/} Tiu iii. 5. 
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II. The grace of Chrift,a8ncceflary to falva* 
tlon, is placed within the reach of every manf 

Does this aflfertion, fo full of confolation 
and encouragement to the terrified finner, 
ftand firm on Scriptural authority ? On that 
authority it ftands immovable. God bath no 
pleafure that the nvickedjhould die ; but that he 
Jbould return from bis ways and live. God our 
Saviour will have all men to be faved^ and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. ' Go ye into 
all the worlds and preach the Gofpelto every crea-^ 
ture. He tbatjpared not his own Son^ but de^ 
livered him up for us all; how Jhall be not 
with him alfo freely give us all things : all things 
needful tofalvaiion,and a§ of all things the mod 
needful, his grace ? ffye^ being evily know hoiv 
to give good gifts unto your children : how much 
more Jhall yeur heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that ajk him (»/) / 

But of what avail is the rope, which you 
hold forth to the fhipwrecked mariner ; if his 
eye is too dim to difcern it, his hand too feeble 
to grafp it ? Although it is apparent that God 
freely offers his grace to every man ; is it alfo 
clear that every man has the power of accept- 
ing it ? May there not be a natural or a moral 
impoflibility, which may difable the periihing 

(ot) Ezelc. xviii. 23. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. Murk, xvi* 15. 
Rom. viiL 32. Luke» xi. 13. 
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fmner from deriving benefit from'lhe mcing 
o^ deliverance when placed before him ? 
Among the nutnerous doubts and ftifpicions 
which have difquieted the breads of Chrif- 
tians, \ that which is here prefented, if one of 
the moft diftrefling, is alfo one of the mbft ex- 
traordinikry. Do yOu.afcribe td the Moft 
High delufive offers ? To the God of truth, 
do you afcribe (hifts, and pretences, and eva- 
fions, which in the common tfanfadlions of 
life you would difcUim yourfelf, which you 
would condemn in any one of your fellow^ 
creatures ? Is it thus that you difhonour theFa^ > 
ther of mercies, and render nugatory his gra- 
cious propofal of univerfal falvation ? God is 
no refpeSler of pcrfons. If he has demoliflied 
the wall of partition between Jew and Gentile; 
hds he reared an infuperable barrier between 
members of the fame covenant, bet ween GhriC- 
tian and Chriftian? The offer which he 
makes to every man, he enables every man, 
by a meafure of preventing grace beftowed 
upon him for the fake of Chrift, to accept. 
No man ever committed any fin, but the grace 
of God was ready to have qualified him to 
wnthftand it. No man ever committed any 
fin, but he might have obtained the grace of 
God neceflary for effedlual refiftance, had he 
antecedently chofen to apply for it in propor- 
2 tioa 
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tion to hifi knowledge, and to the preventing 
grace inciting him to the choice. Such has 
been the fadk with yefpeft to every fin which 
ever was committed. Such will be the fa£t 
with refpeft to every lin which ever (hall be 
committed. God is not the author of evil. He 
tempts no man to fin. Replaces no man under 
the neceflity of tranfgrefling His univerfal law. 
He leaves no man, in any inftance, deftitute of 
' the power of obtaining that grace which would 
have preferved him from tranfgreflion,or defti- 
tute of the preventing influence of grace on 
his will in a meafure fuflicient to incite him to 
exert the power. He mocks no man; however, 
fome, who have fingularly mifinterpreted his 
word, have virtually reprefented him as mocking 
the great mafs of the human race ; he mocks 
no man by groundlefs hopes, by calls which 
cannot be heard, by commands which cannot 
be obeyed, by offers which cannot be accepted. 
He fubjeds no man, he permits no man to be 
fubjeft, to a natural or to a moral impofTibility ; 
diflindions, if tried by fair reafoning, in this 
cafe completely without a difference, of accept- 
ing the mercy which he propofes to all. God, 
the God of mercy, is faithful and jufland true in 
all his dealings. Could. he be faithful and jufl 
and true in all his dealings, if, while defcrib* 
ing himfelf in terms the moll comprehenfive 
Vol. I. F as 
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^ holding forth a blefling to all, he held it forth, 
only to fome : if, while in iangiiage the moft 
imprefliYe he urged every man to accept his 
mercy, he knew that numbers were by his 
predetermined purpofe ordained to remain for 
ever deftitute of the moral power of accepting 
it ? God is love : love to every being which he 
has made. Could he be love to a being, 
who might have grounds for replying to him 
at the day of judgement ; " Thou fenteft me 
*' into the world incapable of fcrving thee. 
" Thou calledft me ; but thou continuedft me 
" under an impojSibility of turning unto thee 
** when thou calledft. And now thou con- 
•* figneft me to everl^fting perdition, for not 
" doing that which by nature I could not 
** do ; that which by grace thou wouldeft not 
** enable me to perform." God will be clear 
when he is judged. The judge of the whole 
earth Ihall do right. He is love^ univerfaf 
love. On St. Paul he freely beftowed the 
grace, which under the apoftle's infirmity 
was rcquifite. To every man the grace ne- 
ceflary to counteraft and purify human cor- 
ruption is freely offered. To every man is the^ 
power given through Chrift, of accepting it,. 
of improving under it, of profiting by it unta 
falvation. TIjc grace ofGod^ ^jobicb bringetih 
fahathn-y bath appeared unto oilmen j teaching 
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us that denying ungodlinefs and worldly Itffts^ we 
Jhould Uvefoberly^ rigbteoujly^ aud, godly in this 
prefent world («) : enabling every man to 
difcern and to will that which is right, to 
live acceptably to his Maker in godlinefs and 
true holinefs ; and thus flopping every mouth 
before God, thus cutting off all excufes from 
thofe who complain of ftrldnefs and difficult- 
ties in religion, and allege their natural weak- 
nefs and depravity as a plea for difobeying 
the commandments of their Lord. 

III. The means, by which the grace of 
-God is to be obtained, are diftindly revealed 
to us. 

What are thofe means ? The firft is prayer. 
-/^, a?jd it Jball be given unto you : feek^ and 
yejhatljind: knock^ and itjhall be opened untg 
you \p\ But do thefe promifes relate to 
the gift of the Holy Spirit ? Our Saviour 
proceeds to fhew by a familiar and moft en- 
couraging illufti-ation, that the Holy Ghoft 
is their immediate objeft. Ifafonjhall ajk 
bread of any of you that is a father > will he 
give him a font ? Or^ if be af* a fjh ; will 
he for a fjh give him a fcrpent ? Or, if he 
Jhall aJk an egg ; will be offer him afcorpion ? 

\n) Tit. ii. I <f, I?. [fi) Luke, xi. 9, Sec. 

F2 ' If 

I 

■^'- . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'68 On the Nature and Efficaty 

If ye theny being evily know bow to give good 
gifts unto your children : bow much more Jball 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ajk htm ! But is it not poffible that 
we may pray for the Holy Spirit ; and yet 
fail of receiving the full blefling which we 
defire ? Undoubtedly it is poffible. You may 
djk and receive not^ hecaufe you q/k amifs (p). 
Can prayer t^en fail to obtain that bleffing, 
which God has promifed to beftow on thofc 
who feek it by prayer ? Genuine prayer will 
never be difappointed. Let your prayers be 
real prayers, and they (hall fucceed. But if 
your prayers for fandification through the 
Spirit of God are deftitute of the qualifica- 
tions, which areneceflary to render any prayer 
acceptable ; if while you draw nigh unto 
your Lord with your mouth, and honour 
him with your lips, your heart is far from 
him ; afluredly you will worfhip him in vain. 
What then are the qualifications eflential to 
the fuccefs of our prayers for the Holy Spi- 
rit? In the firft place, faith ; a ftedfaft con- 
viftion that God will perform his promife of 
beftowing the gift of the Holy Ghoft on 
everv man who feeks it aright. If any of 
you lack wifdom^ faith .St. James ; let him ajfk 
of God^ that giveth to all men liberally and 
{j>) James, iv. 3. 
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ttpbraidetb notj and itjball be given him* But 
let him ajk infaitby nothing wavering : for be 
that waveretb is-like a wave of tbefea driven 
witb tbe wind and to/fed : for let not tbat man 
think tbat be fhall receive any thing of tbe 
Lord[q\ Wifdom is to be derived only 
through the Holy Ghoft, who is denomi- 
nated the Spirit of wifdom {r\ The faith, 
-which is indifpenfable tQ the fuccefs oF peti- 
tions for this gift of the Holy Ghoft, is 
equally neceflary when you pray for any 
other of the Chriftian graces. In the next 
place, your fupplications muft be accompanied 
with an humble confcioufnefs of your help- 
lofs ftate by nature, and of the value of the 
bleflings which you requeft. For otherwife, 
they will be devoid of that earneftnefs and 
fervency which St. Paul conneds with genu- 
ine fervice of the Lord ; which another apoftle 
defcribes as charaderiftic of the prayer that 
availetb much {s\ And farther, your peti- 
tions for the aid of the Holy Spirit muft be 
perfevering. Your heavenly Father may 
wifely determine to prove you by delaying 
to comply with them. Will you lofe that re- 
newal of heart without which you cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God, by difcontlnuiilg 

{q) James, i. 5 — 7. (r) Ifaiah, %u 2. Epli. i. 17, 

(i) Rom. xii. 2. James, v. 16. 
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ybur fupplications ? Be not difcouraged : ybtir 
filpplications, though not jtt granted, ate 
he^rd. The Lord is not flack concerning his 
jifomlfe. God only waiteth to be graci<:)us. 
St nU 'Votary in wtlf-'doing^ in urging your 
requeft before the throne of grace ; Jar in due 
fime you wili reap^ if you faint not: in due 
time, and that too a lime fufficiently fpeedy 
to meet the exigencies of your fuuation, ypu 
fiiaM obtain the guidance, the fupport, the 
cpnfolation pF the Spirit of God : guidance^ 
fupport, ot confolation, not perhaps exadly 
accPfding in kind or degree with the fpecial 
objeft of your prayer, but better adapted to 
promPte your true intcreft and the glofy of 
the kll-knowing giver. St. Paul thrice be- 
fought the Lprd in vain, that his infirmity 
might depart from him. Was his perfever*- 
ing fupplicatioti unrewarded ? He received in 
Iretarn an affurance, that the grace of Chrift 
ihould be with him ; and in a n\pafure 
abundantly fufficient to fecure thofe obje\!ts, 
for the attainment of which the apoftle had 
been folicitous that his thprn in the fiefh 
Ihould be removed. 

In addition to habitual prayer, you have 
yet another duty to fulfil, if you are lincerely 
dcfirou^ of the continual affiftance of divine 
grace. You muft diligently labour to profit 
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in piety and ifoiineis by the grace tvhich hu 
already been beftowed, To bim^ faith our 
Lord, that bat by JImjiU i€ given : to him who 
has ftudied to iaiprove, ae inftra»ent$ oi 
godlinefs^ the meaa« -jwid fupplies of divine 
grace which have been placed wuhin hlfi 
power, additional grace ihaU he aiforded. 
From bim that bath mt ; from that (lothft^I 
and wicked f^^vant who bas.negleSed the 
talent which his rightfnl mafter had e«trufte<i 
to his care, .under an injuodtioii that ijt 
Ihould be employed to advantage.; tven that 
wbicb be baibJbaU be taken away ; the grace 
which he had received and defpiied (hall hie 
proportionally withdrawn. 

Finally, if you would obtain the aJBGftance 
of divine grace, you muft apply for it through 
the mediation of your Redeemer, Through 
whofe merits have we accefs to God ? Through 
the merits of him who died for us. In whofia 
name are all our prayers to be prefented to. 
the l^her ? In the name of his beloved Son, 
Whofe is the grace which we folieit ? The 
grace of the Lord Jefus. " My grace,'' faid 
Chrift to his a^poftle, " is fufEcient for thee.'' 
Through him, and unto him, let us apply 
for the lan£lify ing influence of his Spirit. 

The confideration, however brief, of the 

fubjefU which have already been noticed, has 

F 4 . unavoidably 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 On the Nature and Efficacy. 

ynavoldably occupied fo much nme, that the 
regaining heads muft be deferred unto a fu- 
ture difcourfe. Let me conclude, therefore, 
with addrefiing to you fome few words of 
general application, drawn from the remarks 
which have been laid before you. 

Endeavour throughout life to bear in mind 
that of yourfelves you can do nothing : that 
you inherit a nature radically- coir'rupted, 
prone to fin, averfe to piety and holinefs. 
Unlefs you build your religion upon this 
foundation, you build it upon fand : for you 
do not build it upon the only folid founda- 
tion, that foundation, that corner-ftone, which 
is laid in the word of God. But beware of 
deceiving yourfelves by imagining, that this 
original corruption of your nature affords you 
any plea for continuing in fiu/ The grace 
of God, by which you may be preferved 
from falling into fin, by which you may be 
redeemed from the ftrongeft bonds of ckpra- 
vify, is freely offered to you through Chrift 
at all times ; and power in every refpeft 
adequate is at all times given unto you from 
God to accept it. Confider St. Paul's account 
of himfelf. In myjlejh^ faith he, dwelleth no^ 
good thing. I cannot do that which I would. 
The good which I approve^ I do not. The 
evil which Idifapprove I do. This is the de- 
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foription of his ftate by nature. But how 
fpeaks he in another pafiage ? / can do all 
things through Chrijl that Jlrengthenetb me. 
Here he fpeaks of himfelf as under the in- 
fluence of divine grace : and as thus enabled 
to perform the whole of his diity. Chrift is 
at all times ready to ftrengthen every one of 
you to perform your whole duty ; and when- 
ever you fail, you fail by your own fault. 
Turn your eyes then upon the Bible to leara 
the full extent of your duty. Beware of being 
fatisfied with that half-religion, that Ihadow 
of Chriftianity, which in the eyes of the 
world is regarded as the complete fubftance; 
that connterfeit coin which pafles current with 
multitudes, but bears not the (lamp of the 
King of kings. Take your ftandard of tluty 
from the word of God ; for by that ftandard 
you will be tried at the'laft day. See what 
devotednefs to God, what holinefs of temper 
and of condud, what living not unto your- 
fclf but to Chrift who died for you, the Scrip- 
tures require. Say not within your heart 
** Thefe things cannot be required of me ; for 
f* I cannot attain unto them." They are re- 
quired of you ; for fo God hath announced 
to you beforehand. You can attain unto 
them ; for God offers to enable you by his 

grace. Seek then his grace that you may at- 

tain 
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tain to that holinefs, without which no man 
fliall fee the Lord. So fhall your fir^s be blot* 
ted oat, and m^rcy and falvation extended to 
you through the atonement of the Lord Jcfus. 
But if you vainly perfuade yourfelf that yon 
may make religion a fecondary concern : if 
you fall fliort of fcriptural holinefs, becaufe 
you would not ftrive for the grace through 
which you might have performed it : you will 
Hand felf-condemned at the judgement-feat of 
Chrift, and will confefs that God was folicit- 
ous thac you fliould be faved, but that you 
have yourfelf pulled down deib:u£tion with 
your own hands upon your own head. 
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SERMON IV. 

Oq the Nature aud EfEcacv of Divine Grace* 



2 Cor. xii. 9. 

And he f aid unto me : " My Grace isfujfficient 
^^for thee : for myfirength is made perfeS in 
*' ^veaknefs^ 

T[ N a former difcourfe on this paflage, when 
I had explained to you the occafion on 
which the words of Chrift, as quoted in the 
text, were fpoken; and the particular fenfc 
in which they referred to the exifting fitua- 
tion of St. Paul : I endeavoured to (hew that 
the inftrudlion which they conveyed was ap- 
plicable to all men. I laid open to you, firft, 
the evidence which the fcriptures furnifh ef 
the indifpenfable neceflity of divine grace to 
falvation: fecondly, the unbounded mercy 
with which God oflfers his grace to every man, 
ami beftows on every man the moral power of 
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accepting it : and thirdly, the means by the 
proper ufe of which thfs fandifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit may afluredly be obtained. 
Regarding therefore the obfervations which 
were ftated under thofe three branches of the 
general fubjed, as in an adequate meafure 
prefent to your recolledkion ; I how proceed, 
in humble dependence on the bleffing of God, 
to unfold to you the marks by which you 
may judge, every man for himfelf, whether 
your hearts are under the government of the 
Holy Spirit. I truft to be enabled, on a fu- 
ture occafion, to execute the remainder of my 
plan as originally ftated, by manifefting the 
complete and certain fufEciency of divine 
grace for every purpofe for which it can be 
defired or beftowed ; and by a general appli- 
cation of the whole fubjedl to perfons of dif- 
ferent defcriptions. 

IV. I propofe to fet before you the tefts 
and proofs by which the eflfeftual acquifitioa 
of divine grace is afcertained. . 

A tree is known by its fruits. A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit : neither can 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. If 
your difpofitions and your condudl are cha- 
raderifed by the fruits of the Holy Spirit; 
you may humbly confide that you are under 
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his efFedual guidance. If your hearts and 
lives do not habitually difplay thofe demon- 
ftrations of his prevailing influence; you are 
not authorifed to drav^ that conclufion. 

What then are the fruits of the Spirit ? All 
good and perfeSl gifts ; for every good and per- 
fe^ gift is from above : all the graces of the 
Chriftian chara(aer ; for every one of thofe 
graces is a plant foreign to the corrupt foil 
of the human heart, and can flourifli there 
only in confequence of being fown and nur- 
tured by the foftering care of the Spirit of 
God. In the facred writings, thefc fruits oir 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft are fomctimes men- 
tioned fingly; accordingly as the infpired 
penman was led by his immediate fubjedl to 
delineate fome particular feature of true re- 
ligion : fometimes, when the train of his 
argument carried him into a wider range of 
defcription, feveral of them are noticed at 
once, 5hd exhibited in one view. To coiled: 
from the word of God the various fruits of 
the Holy Spirit into one glorious alTemblage j 
to illuftrate' the nature of each; and to trace 
the precife courfe of enquiry neceflary to qua- 
lify you to eftimate the degree, in which they 
are feverally produced in yourfelf ; this would 
be a talk which would demand, in addition 
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to other requifites, the compafs of mahy 
difcourfes. On the prefent occafion, there-* 
fore, I muft content myfelf with calling 
your attention to fome few of thofe fruits^ 
and with feleding fuch as are of prime im- 
portance. 

To this man will I looi^ faith the Lord; 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite fpirit^ 
and trembleth at my word. Blejfed are the 
poor in Jpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven. Thus faith the high and lofty One^ 
that inhabiteth eternity^ whofe name is holy: 
I dwell with him that is of a contrite and 
humble f^irit [a\ Have thefe fruits of the 
Holy Ghoft, humility, and repentance, be^n 
wrought in you ? Are you thoroughly pene- 
trated with the convidion of the inherent 
heinoufnefs of fin ? Do you acknowledge 
that every tranfgreflion of the divine law is 
treafon againft the fovereign of the uruverfe : 
ingratitude to your moft bounteous benefac- 
tor : abomination in the fight of a God of 
holinefs : a forfeiture of the whole of that 
future reward, which was promifed only to 
perfed obedience : and a juft ground for the 
pwnifliment denounced againft all, who after 
receiving, as all men have received^ . ability 

{fi) Ifaiah, IxTt. 2. Matt. v. 3. Ifalah» Ivii. 15. 
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to perform their duty, {hall be found guilty 
of any a£l of rebellion ? Are you convincedi 
that by wilful tranfgreffion you have proved 
yourfelf rebellious ? Are you convinced, by 
conten>plating the depravity of the nature 
common to all men, and by the refult of your 
gerfonal experience, that you muft dcfpair, 
if abandoned to yourfelf, of refifting the fu- 
ture allurements of fin % Do you feel an 
abhorrence of fin becaufe of its finfulnefs? 
Are you earneftly folicttous to be delivered 
from fin, not merely On account of the pe- 
nalty which it entails, but on account ef its- 
native deformity, its offqnfivenefs in the fight 
of God ? Do you begin to fee the beauty and 
excellence of holinefs ? Are you fubmiffively 
willing to be refcued from guilt and its con- 
fequences, and to be reconciled to God, by 
fuch methods, whatever they may be, as he 
in his wifdom (hall ordain ? Then bath God 
granted unto you the grace of repentance t 
Then hath he wrought in you by his Spirit 
that felf-abafement, which rs the foundation 
of juftifying faith in the Lord Jefus ! 

The jufijhali live by faith : diXiA faith is the 

fruit oftbefpirit [b). Is. that fruit manifeJTed 

in you? Do you receive with reverent ac- 

\y) (iabh* U. 4* Rom* i. \\* Gal. ui. 1 1. ▼. ^^* 
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quiefcence the fcriptural revelation of the na- 
ture and the office of the Meffiah ? With 
refpe<3: to myfteries, concerning which the 
limited underftanding of man is of itfelf ut- 
terly incompetent to pronounce any decifion ; 
do you bring every thought into captivity 
before the declarations of God ? Do you 
behold your RedBemer as the teacher of the 
will of God to manx? Do you behold his 
blood as the fountain opened for the wafliing 
away of fin ? Do you look to him as the Lamb 
of God ; the only, the all-fufficient facrifice^ 
by which atonement is made for tranfgreC- 
fors ? Do you cordially believe that there is 
falvation in no other : that there is no other 
name under heaven given among menf 
whereby you may be faved ? Do you look 
up to him as your advocate, your continual 
intercefibr with the Father ? Do you elevate 
your thoughts to him as the King of kings, 
feated on the throne of glory at the right 
hand of God, Lord of angels and arch- 
angels, of principalities and powers through- 
out the whole extent of creation : as head 
over all things to his church, difpenfer of 
light and ftrength and life, the raifer of the ' 
dead, the appointed judge of the world ? 
Do you renounce as altogether indefenfible, 
as irrecpncilably repugnant to the divine plan 
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of jinkxtt^oii) every jpreceofioa to the piN 
don of fm^ erey claim to the inhefhsiace of 
the faints, gromided on any fuppofisd' merit 
ofyoor o*B \ i>o you defire to be found at 
the laft day juftified exdiifively throogh ^' 
ri|[fateoo{neft of Chrift; acceptable fotely 
through the merits of his atonement ^ Thenk' 
has the grace of out Lord Jefus^ the aufBor and 
Jimjbtr ofourfaitb^ been exceeding abundant to 
you with faith ivbicb is in Cbrifi^ vrtn Utit faith 
ivbicb is the opefalton of God [f). . 

All Chriftkns. however are not as yet per«« 
fe£i: Chriftkns. All who are genuine mem-^ 
bers of the true Church, the myftlcal botJy 
of our Lof d, are not yet eoime in the unity of 
the fuitb^ and of the knowiei/ge of the Sun of 
Gody unto a perfe^ man ; smto the mia^re of 
thtjiatnre of thefsdnefs of Chrijl (rf). There 
insy be fome in this congregaftion, who, ^ 
the fame time that they humbly truft that' 
they have laboured to obtain grace unto re- 
pentance and faith, perceive fuch amp}>e 
grounds for deploring their defieierfcie^ xfi 
both, that they tremble left they (hould be 
regarded in the fight of God as efieduiiHy 
poflefied of neither. Chrift will not break 
the bruiied reed. His lambs he Will carry 

{#J I Tim. i. 14. Hcb. xn, 2. Col, ii. 12. (J) Eph. 17. 13. 
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in his bbfom. He beholds with compaffioit 
and forbearance, he cheers with confolatioa 
and e&couragement, the mourner who feareth 
for his fouL He (Irengthens the weak hands 
and confirm^ the feeble knees« Examine 
then thine own breaft, whofoever thou 
mayefl be who art tempted to defpond ; ex- 
amine whether it be thy earned and habitual 
defire to be enabled to repent and to believe* 
Examine whether this be the fpirit of thy 
fuppUcations before the throne of grace:* 
*' Make me a contrite heart; O God ! Lord ! 
*• I believe : help thou mine unbelief." Ex- 
amine whether thy forrpw for fin, thy exer- 
tions in purfuit of holinefs, correfpond with 
thy prayers. If to thcfe enquiries thou re- 
ceived the anfwer of a good conicience, be 
comforted. Thou art already under the. 
teaching of divine grace. Perfevere in thy 
courfe ; and the Lord Jefus will caufe thy 
ggdly forrow to work repentance tofalvatton 
not to be repented of^ arid will perfeii that 
which is lading in thy faith* Blejfed are they 
that hunger and thirfi after righteoufnefs : for 
they Jball be filed [e)., 

L proceed to the conflderation of other 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

(f) 2 Cor. vii. 10. I Tlief. ui. lo. Matt. v. 6. 
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The Lord direS your hearts^ faith ^t. Paul, 
into the love of God. . The love of God is Jhed ^ 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Gboft (f). 
Has the Holy Ghoft Ihed abroad the love o£ 
God in jrour heart } Have you evidences to 
prove that you pofTefs this fruit of the Spirit? 
Do you love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your mind, with all your foul, and 
with aU your ftrength; and the Lord JefusChrift, 
whom he hath feni ? Do you ferve your Crea* 
t^ and Redeemer in fimplicity and godly (in« 
ecrity ? Are you anxious to further, accord- 
ing to the talents and opportunities which you 
enjoy, the glory of God, and;the kingdom of 
his Son ? Among the fruits of the Spirit par- 
ticularly mentioned -by St. Paul, righteoufnefs 
ftands confpicuous : and righteoufnefs, as ex- 
emplified in the exercife of holy difpofitions" 
towards the Deity, for of that branch alone 
of righteoufnefs I at prefent fpeak, is a con* 
vincin^ proof of love to God^ Have you 
this proof to bring forward ? By piety, by 
devotion, by every adl of religion which has 
God for its immediate obje£t ; by the culti- 
vation of faith, and fear, and love, and grati- 
tude, and refignation ; do you witnefs before 
the world a good jconfeliion, that his favour is 
your aim, his falvation the prize which you 
(f) t Thef. ill. 5. Rom. v. 5. 
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purfue ? If it be your fervent defire ftr\i your 
habitual prayer to be enabled to tere the Lord 
yotiy G<)d ; then arc you already tinder the 
teaching of bbSpiTi!. - If you^ar* thus mabkd 
to* fet y'oiir heJart upon him ; then ka^ G^d 
gtwft'unto 'yoH the Spirit of love: then tie 
hve of the Father' is in yo$t'{^. 

Te yotirfelves are taught of God to lave a»r 
another. The Lord make you to increc^. and 
abound in Ime one towards another^ and to-- 
^ards all men [b). This aJfb is tlie kuguagse 
ef St. Pati} catlie TheflfatentaCDS. Has God 
wrought in you <he grace: of lore cowardsi 
your fellow .features ? Do y»u love youjr 
neighbour aayourfelf, with a puirc heart, aad 
with charity unfeigned, fervently ? Do you 
love him thus* becaufe God commands you 
to Icv6 him thus; becaufe an apoftle hath 
faid, that if God fo loved us that he fent his 
Son to be tlie propitiation for our fins, we 
ought alfo to love one another; becaufe your 
Saviour has^ declared, that love to others is the 
diftinguifhing mark, by which all men (hall 
know that you "are his difciples (1) \ Do you 
* love your enemies ? And do you love them 
becaufe, while ye were yet enemies, God 

{g) 1 Tim.i. 7. I John, Vu 15. {h) t Thcf. Hi. 12. 17.9. 
{/) I John, iv. la, I|. John, iiii. i^, 
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loved us ? Lave worketh no ill to bir neigh* 
hour. Love^ or as it i9 elfewho'e exprefled^ 
Charity ^fufferetb long and is kittd\ envietb nvt^ 
vaunteth not it/elf; is not puffed up ^ dotb not bc^ 
have itfelfunfeemlyjeekeib not its own^ is not ca-* 
fily provoked; tbinketb no evil^ rejoicetb mot in. 
iniquity y but rejoicetb in the trutb ; bearetb^aU 
things J beUevetb alltbings^ bopetb all tbings^ en^ 
ekiretb alltbings {k). Do you fulfil the law of 
jufticc to your neighbour by working no ill to 
him ; by carefully abftaining from offering in- 
jury to his pcrfon, to his property » or to hi& 
good-name ? Haye you that love for him which 
fufiereth long ; which is flow to take ofience, 
unwearied in forgivenefs ? Have you that love 
which is kind : which not only abounds in a^s 
of good will to ihofe who have manifefted 
friendfhip towards you^ or gratitude for be- 
nefits received from your hand ; but, like the 
love of your heavenly Father, who maketh 
his fun to fhine on the evil as wqII as on the 
good, and fendeth rain both onthejuft and 
on the unjuft, overflows in bounteoufnefs to 
the unthankful and the froward ? Have you 
that love whiqh envieth not : which coveteth 
not the advantages enjoyed by any other, 
grudgeth riot his comforts, repineth not at 
bis welfare? Have you that love which 
{k) Rom. xiii. lo. i Cor. riii. f^y. 

-^ G 3 vaunteth 
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rauntcth not itfelf : that love which prompts 
you in honour to prefer one another ; nou- 
rifhes that diftinguiftied fruit of the Spirit* 
weikntfs ; remembers the words of the Lord 
Jefus, Bleffedare the meek ; reftrains you frdm 
an oRentatious difplay of the pre-eminence 
in rank, in weahh, in authority, in abilities 
in knowledge, with which the common Maf- 
tcr of all may have entrufted you ? Have 
you that love which is not puflFed up : which 
is clothed with huniility ; infpires a convic- 
tion of our own unworthinefs ; admonifhcs 
us to regard every additional degree of in- 
fluence, every additional inftrument of doing 
good, as a talent for the ufe of which we 
are to render an account before the judge- 
ment'feat of Chrift ; and thus, by remind- 
Jng U8 of an awful refponfibility, tempers 
the joy excited by the acquifition with 
a^wakened circumfpe&ion and holy fear? 
Have you that love which doth not behave 
itfelf unfeemly : which aflfumes not a de- 
meanour unfuitable to its ftation ; but con*- 
duds itfelf with refpedfulnefs to fuperiors^ 
with courteoufnefs to inferiors, with modefty 
and gentleneis to all ? Have you that love 
which feeketh not its own : that love which 
cxtinguilheth felfifhnefs ; which perfuade* 
you rather to fubihit to injufticc than eith'er 

to 
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to dlfplcafe God, or needlefsly to give offencd 
to man; inclines you when defpoiled of 
your cloak, rather to furrender your coat 
alfo than to maintain your rights with paf- 
lion, or by unwarrartt^Ue methods j that 
love which proclaims, /joi not every man on 
his own things^ but every man alfo on the 
things of others (/) ; difpofes you to confult 
In all your undertakings the benefit of others 
no lefs than of yourfelf ; and determines you 
cheerfully to make large facrifices of your 
own eafc and advantage for^he fake of pro-* 
moting even the earthly comforts, and more 
cfpecially the fpiritual interefts, of your neigh* 
hour ? Have you that love which is not eafily 
provoked : that love which governs the tem- 
per no lefs than the condu^ ; is not only 
long-fuiSering, unalienated by repeated in- 
juries, but proves itfelf to be genuine by 
curbing every tendency to irritation, iharp- 
nefs of humour, haftinefs of language, harfli- 
nefs of deportment ? Have you that love 
which thinketh. no evil: that love which 
meditates no evil j jperrnits not any unjuft 
or ungenerous purpofe againfl another to 
find shelter in your bofom, and ftarts b.^ck 
with psdn from every fuggeftion which tempts 

. • (/) PhHipp- "• 4v 
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you to thwart his welfare : t)iat love whioh 
itnputeth no evil ; entertains not hard thoughts 
bf your neighbour, charges him not with 
tinfubftantiated gyilt, nor treafures up unau- 
thorlfed fufpicions againft* him \ Have you 
that love which rejoiaeth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth ia the truth ; that love, which be- 
holds with grief not merely the fuccefs, but 
the very exiftence, of rapacity, of fraud, of 
malice, of llander, of every fchemc and de- 
vice of fin, the enemy ^of human happineia 
prefeot and future ; that love, which exults 
m the triumph of nghtcoufnefs, in "the ma- 
nifeflation of innocence, in the eftabllihment 
of truth i in every event which evinces or 
•ponfirms the power of th? gofpel Over the 
hearts of men, and thus, while it redounds 
to the glory of God, minifters confolatioof 
and ftr^ngth to his fervauts ? Have you that 
love, which beareth all things ; that love, 
which bears with the infirmities, whether 
bodily or n^ental, of others ; dwells not upon 
errors, look; not upon defeats ; covers, draws 
a veil over^ a multitude of failings; and, 
when they are forced upon thy notice, leads 
thee tp behold them with tendernei^ and 
pity, and without any dimiqution of that 
affedtion, to which, on other grounds, thy 
felation, thy friend, oy ^y 9omp&Qion» is 
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j^ntkled from thee : and v^kitn it peiteives 
^ man overtaken with a faulty whifpers td 
thee, rejlorefucb an one In tbefpirit of meek" 
nefs; conftdering tbyfelf^ left tbou alfo ie 
tempted [m)? Have you that love, which 
beUeveth" all things ; not thM credulous facU 
Jity, which turns away its ear from the leflbns 
pf reafon and experience J not that blind 
candour which calls evllgood^ and confounds 
the diftin£lion eftablifhed from everlafling to 
cverlafting between him who ferveth God 
^nd him who ferveth him not : but that love, 
which prefuppofes uprightnefs where It dis- 
cerns not evidence of iniquity ; liftens with 
delight to any favourable interpretation of 
the condui6^ of another ; puts the kindeft 
conftrudion on fuch of his words or adions 
as appear ambiguous; and welcomes every 
circutnftancc which tends to prove that ,he 
has not committed the offence afcribed to 
,him, or that, if he committed it^ he has re- 
turned from the error of his ways ? Have you 
that love which hopeth all things ; that love 
-which, where it cannot rationally believe that 
good exifts, encourages itfclf to prefume that 
it will exift ; is almoft prepared, like Abra- 
ham, againft hope to believe in hope; de* 
fpairs not of the converfion of the finncr, 

(fli) Gal, vi« \. 
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nor flackens its labours to promote it ? Have 
*you that love, which endureth all things ; 
that love, which is ready to fuftain hardfhips, 
tb encounter dangers, to ftand the brunt of 
ridicule and fcorn ; if thus it may be enabled 
to forward its firft and deareft purpofe, the 
advancement of the temporjil and eternal 
welfare of mankind ? If the attsunment of 
this fcriptural love of your neighbour be the 
objed of your fervent wifhes, of your cort* 
tinual fupplications ; then are you already 
under the teaching of the Spirit of God. If 
your difpofitions and your conduA towards 
your neighbour correfpond with thefc cha- 
rafieriftics of Chriftian charity; then hath 
God empowered you by the Holy Ghoft 
reverently to obey the command. Let bim 
who lovetb God^ lave bis brotber alfo: then ba'i}e 
you purified y our foui in obeying t be trutb tbrougb 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of tbe bri-^ 
tbren [n\ 

There yet remains one clafs of gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, which requires, even in this very 
imperfe£t enumeration, briefly to be noticed : 
that clafs, namely, which jrefpeds the govern- 
ment of the fenfual appetites. Among the 
fruits of the Spirit exprefsly mentioned by St, 

(n) I Johfljlv. 21, 1 Pet. i. 22- 
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Paul In his Epiftle to the Galatians^ we find 
temperance fo). Among the works of the Jie/hy 
which in the fame chapter he defcribes as 
oppofed to tkt fruits of the Jpirit ; for the ficjb 
lujietb againjl the fpirit^ and the fpirit againji 
tbeflejb^ and tbefe are contrary the - one to the 
other ; fins of impurity (land foremoff. This 
cbfervation may be extended to thofe portions 
of the Epiftles to the Ephefians and to the 
Colo/Iians, in which he treats of the lame 
fubjedl (*). Purity, therefore, in its largeft 
import and in its minuteft fubdivifions ; pu- 
rity of thought/ of word, and of deed, is the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft. Are you able to 
prove that thefe fruits of the Spirit are habit u- 
aily brought forth and ripened jn you ? Are 
temperance and purity diftinguifhing virtues 
in your character ? In proportion as your 
mind . abhors the oppofite crimes, you are 
under the teaching of the Spirit of God. 
If you are adiually ^xtkrvtAfromfuI/iUtng the 
lufts ofthefejh; then have you decifive evi- 
dence tliat you walk in the fpirit. 

Having placed before you thefe fele^ ex- 
amples of the proofs by which cordial accept- 
ance and improvement of divine grace are to 
be afcertained ; let me remark, in quitting 

(0) Gal. V. 23 J and (ct the whole pafTage, 16—25. 
{f) Ephef. V. 3 — 9. Col. ill 5— iz, 
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this branch of the fubjeft^ the unequivocal 
demonftrations by which St. Paul evinced that 
his heart was under the efTeftual influence of 
the Holy Spirit. What repentance and hu- 

jmility, what faith^ what gratitude, what love 
towards God and our Saviour, breathe in the 
following expreffions ! / was a blafpbemer^ 
and a perfccutor^ and injurious. I am the 
leajl of the apojiles^ that pm not meet to 
be called an apq/lle ; becaufe I perfecuted 
the church of God. But by the grace of God 
I am what I am. I thank Chrift Jefus our 
Lord who bath enabled me. Chrift yef us came 
into the world to fave Jinners^ of whom I am 
chief For this caufe I obtained mercy ^ that, in 
vtefrjl Chnft Jefus might Jb^w forth all long-- 

fuffering ; for a pattern to them^ wbichjbould 
hereafter believe on him to life everlajling. 
Now unto the King eternal^ immortal^ invifible^ 
the only wife God^ be honour and glory for ever 
and ever, ^men [q). When he learns that 
the continuance of his thorn in the flefh will 
redound to the honour of his Lord j the in- 
firmity which had fo deeply grieved hira in- 
ftantly becomes a theme of rejoicing. Mqft 

gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in^ 

frmitiesy that the power of Gbrijl may reft 
upon me. Therefore I take pleafure in infrmi^ 

(f) I Cor, I. XV. 9, 10. I Tini^ i. 12, 13. 15—17. 
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ties^ in reproaches^ in necejjities^ in perfecutionf^ 
in diftrejfes for Chrijts fake (r). Hear hik 
ardent dectaratioos of afFeSion for mankind, 
whether of the Jewifh, or of the Gentile race. 
/fay the truth in Chriji^ I lie not^ my confcience 
atfo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Gho/t ; that 
I have great heavinefs and continual forrow in 
my heart. For I could wi/h that myfelfwerc 
€u:curfed from Cbri/l ; that I were fubjefted to 
the temporal vengeance about to ovenake the 
Jewifh nation j or, as fomc learned expofitors 
underftand the original phrafe, that t were 
made, after the example of Chrift, a facri- 
(ice unto death ; for my Brethren^ my kinfmen 
according to thefejh^. My hearfs deftre and 
prayer to God for Ifrael is^ that they might be 
faved. /, Paul^ the prifoner of Jefus Chriff 
for you Gentiles^ defire that ye faint not at my 
tribulations for you. Yea^andiflbe offered 
upon the facrifice and fervice of your Jaitip ; / 
joy and rejoice [s\ Obferve his earneft foHci- 
tude to fubdue the corrupt appetites of human 
nature. / keep under my body^ and bring it 
into fubjeStion ; left that by any means ^ when I 
have preached to others y I myfelf Jhould be a 

(r) 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10.. (j) Rom. ix. i — 4. x. i. Eph. 
iil. 1 » 3. JPhilipp ii. \ 7. See on Rom. ix. 3. Doddj idjjc in loc. 
and Dr. Waterlard's S€rinti»>, vol. i. p. 77. 
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cqfi-away (/). The teftimony which in thefc 
paflages of his writings the apoflle incidentally 
bears concerning himfelf, is true. It was con- 
firmed by his life and by his death. The inde- 
fatigable zeal which he exerted for the advance- 
ment of the gofpel ; the long courfe of fuf- 
ferings which he cheerfully endured until they 
were clofed by martyrdom ; bore witnefs 
upon earth and will bear witnefs at the day 
of retribution, that his heart was governed 
by the Spirit of God. 

In concluding this difcourfe, for the length 
to which the foregoing obfervations have ex- 
tended themfetves, Qompels me to defer to 
another occaiion the confideration of the re- 
mainder of the fubjed^ ; let me recommend to 
the attention of every perfon prefent, the cha- 
ra£ter of' that' eminent apoftle. Was he 
bound by the fovereignty of God, by the 
mercies of creation, of prefervation, and of re- 
demption, to be a faithful fervant and foldier 
of the Lord Jefus ? So likewife are you. Did 
he confefs the obligation ? You have confefled 
the fame obligation times without number. 
Was th? hand of Omnipotence ftretched forth 
to help him ? It is at all times ftretched forth 
to help you. Were life and death eternal 



(#) I Cor. iV. 27. 



Digiti 



fet 



;ed by Google 



Of Divine Grace. 95 

UX before him ? They are fet before you 
likewife. Compare then his frame of miod^ 
with your own. Compare the proofs, which 
he gave, of ading (ledfaftly under the in^ 
fluence of divine grace, with the proofs which 
you conicience may be able to produce, that 
you are adling in your ftation of life in obe- 
dience to the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Examine whether, like St. Paul, with an 
humble and penitent heart, you have dif- 
covered and acknowledged, that by the deeds 
of the law, by human works, by perional right- 
eoufnefs no flefli (hall be juilified in the fight 
of God. Examine whether, like him, you 
have fought for falvation folely through the 
blood ef the Crpfs. Examine whether, like 
him, you have looked for falsification folety 
by the grace of Chrift : whether, like him, 
you attribute to that grace alone whatever 
meafure of holinefs you* enjoy. Examine 
whether, like him, yoy love God and your 
Redeemer with all your foul. Examine 
whether, like him, you love your neighbour 
as yourfelf without difFimulation, with charity 
unfeigned, vrith a pure heart, fervently. Exa- 
mine whether, like him, you keep under your 
body, and bring it into fubjediori. Thus may 
you be powerfully affifted in forming your 
5 judge- 
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judgement, whether as yet, Bke St. Riul| 
you are under the effedluat guidance of ttie 
St)mt of grace ; whether you ate at pre- 
feftt aiithorifed to hope, that you dre one 
of thoTc, to whom, as unto St.- Paoi'J, the 
Lord Jeftw wiU gi^e a crown of glory at 
the laft diay* 
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SERMON V. 

On the Nature and Efficacy of Divine 
Grate. 



2 COR. xii. 9. 

ji^id be /aid unto me^ " My grace is fufficient, 
^^ for thee : for my Jlrengtb is made perfedt 
** in weaknefsJ^ 

npHE rieceflity, and . the univerf^lity, of 
divine grace, the means by which it 
is to be obtained, and the fruits by which its 
influence is charafterifed, have already been 
laid before you. In purfuance, therefote, of 
my original defign, I proceed to demonftrate 
on fcriptural grounds the tiuth of the con- 
cluding lefTon, which I dated as deduciblc 
from the text. 

• 
V. The grace of Chrift is all-fufficlent. 
Vol. I. H For 
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For the elucidation of this general propo- 
fition, let the leading particulars which it com- 
prehends be diftindly examined. 

I. Divine grace is fufficient to fupply 
ftrength to withftand temptation. - 

He who is Head over all things to his 
church, he who hath all power in earth and 
heaven, is able to fave to the uttermoft all 
that come unto God by him. He who has 
inftruSed, who has commanded, his difciples 
to make deliverance from temptation one of 
the objedls of their daily prayer, will not dif- 
regard the petition. He will not fuffer them 
to be tempted above that which they are able 
to endure ; but with the temptation will alfo 
make a way toefcape, that they may be able 
to bear it. However attradlive may be the 
allurement, however profound the deceit, 
however rugged the obftacle, however alarm- 
ing the danger, by which fin may drive to 
feduce or to deter you from the way that lead- 
eth unto life ; He who knoweth whereof we 
are made, and remembereth that we are but 
duft, will open a path by which you may 
turn afide from the extremity of the trial : and 
that path he will give you wifdom to difcero, 
and ftrength to purfue. 

Are we then required, are weauthorifed,that 
we may put to the proof the grace beftowed 

upon 
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U^n lis, needlefsly to expofe ourfelves to 
the affaults of fin? God forbid! It is 
njortttetfi thou Jhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God [a). If thou prayeft not to be led into 
temptation, plunge not thyfelf into temptation. 
Are we to defpife temptations which we can- 
not avoid ? God forbid ! Happy is the man 
wbofearetb always. Let him that tbinketb be 
Jiandetbj take heed lefi befall [b). Are we to 
repofe, when tempted, with indolent fecurity 
on the fcrijptural covenant of fupport ? God 
forbid ! He who has promifed to beflow 
food on man, requires that man fhould till the 
field and reap the harveft. Wouldll thou ob- 
tain, wouldft thou preferve, the afiiftance 
cf the Spirit of God ? Employ the appoint- 
ed means. To humility, to prayer, to de- 
pendence on God through Chrift, add 
watchfulnefs, diligence, and exertion. Then 
will he, who fendeth the former and thq lat- 
ter rain upon the earth, fhower down his all- 
fujSficient grace upon thy heart. 

But you are deprefled by fad experience of 
your inherent infirmity and corruption ! Paft 
failures , and tranfgrejffions crowd upon your 
remembrance ; and appal you with gloomy 

(^) .Matt. iv. 7. (jb) Prov. xxviii. 14. I Cor. x. 12. 
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forebodings as to the €vent of future tempta- 
tions. You are half prepared to conclude in 
the moment of defpondcnce, that you are by 
nature weaker than the weakeft ; that the 
promifes of the gofpcl will always be preached 
td you in vain. If, in manifeft contradiction 
lo the unequivocal declarations of the gofpel, 
you^will not believe that its promifes extend 
to you and to all men ; if in dired oppofition 
to its plained commandments, you are become 
weary of well-doing, and determined againft 
exertion ; if you will neither hold fail faith, nor 
labour after holinefs : moft truly do you af- 
firm that the word of life will in vain have 
been preached unto you. If you refufe to 
follow the ftandard of the Lord Jefus ; you 
will not be found among thofe to whom he is 
the captain of falvation. But if you reft with 
undoubting confidence on the fcriptural co* 
venant of grace ; if in fincerity of heart you 
are truly defirous of being refcued from the 
bondage of fin, and of living henceforth as the 
fervant of righteoufnefs; if you are ready to 
take up your crofs, to fubmit to difcipline, and 
to endure hardftiip as a good foldier'of Jefus 
Chrift: turn to the fcriptures, and behold 
them recording for your fake the fulfilment 
of their own pi^omiles. Turn to the fcnp* 
tures, and behold them recording for your en- 
courage men t> 
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couragement, for your confolationi variouB 
examples of the power of the grace of Chrift 
made perfect in weakncfs : examples, where- 
in tbc grace of Chrift difplayed its fuflGciency 
ty transforming timidity into fortitude, and 
rendering thofe who had funk under former 
and feebler temptations, finaHy and ftedfaftly 
triumphant. In an early period of our Sa- 
•viour*s miniftry, Nicodemus was convinced 
that he was an iriftruftor commrffioned from 
above. We know^ faid he, that thou art^la 
teacher fent from God. For no man can do tbejt 
fntracles that tbou doeft except God be with him. 
He was anxious to receive inftrudiions from 
this heavenly guide; and came to requeft them. 
But hpw did he come ? Did he come'openly, in 
the face of day j like one whpfe heart, occupied 
with the concerns of falvation, was fuperioi: 
to worldly confequences j like one who, Tu- 
prcpiely bent on pleafing God, was indiffe* 
rent to the opinions of men ? He came like a 
man alhamed of his purpofe j fecretly, by 
ftealth, in the darknefs of night. He dreaded 
to be dilbovered. He recoiled at the idea 
of being derided by his unbelieving country- 
men. He loved the praife of men more than 
the praife of God. Some time afterwards, in 
the courfe of our Redeemer's hiftory, we 
H 3 meet 
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xfiett Nicodemus agaia. The Pharifees^ re^ 
folvcd on the dcftrudion of Chrift, had fent 
officers to feize him. Thefe emiflaries, rcr 
turning without their prey, were (harply re^ 
{»^ehended by iheir employers. On that ocr 
^Cion Nicodemus ventured to enquire ; Dgtb 
ifur Lawju4ge any man before it bear bif^^ and 
know wbat be doetb {c) f , And in reti^rn he 
was fcomfuUy afked whether he alfo was of 
Galilee, whether he w^ a difciple of Jefu$ o^ 
Nazareth ; an avowal to which his courage 
and fincerity were not equal. He had ap- 
parently made fome fmall advance^ In con- 
fcientious refolution ; but was ilill in a great 
^eafure remaining under the habitual inSu- 
cnce of worldly fear. When our Lord was 
«9t length apprehended and condemned to be 
crucified ; Nicodemus feem? to have beea 
iilent- We may be aflured that he did no( 
give his cpnfent to the deed. We may be af- 
fured that he abhorred it. But the fcripture$ 
furnifti no foundation for believing that he. 
confefled his Savioqr in the hour of his dii^ 
treis } or even that he flood forward to give 
his voice againft the fhedding of innpcent 
blood. Soon however we (hall contemplate 
him with emotions very different from thofe, 
which his pad condud has excited* But let 

(0 John, vii. Ji. 
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\is in the mean time turn our attention to a * 
perfon of a kindred chafafter, Jofeph of Ari- 
mathea* He alfo had been: a difciple of Jel'us ; 
and, likeNicodem us j/?rr^//j'^r/^jr oftbejews. 
He,KkeNicodemu8, was a man of eminence, tf 
rich man and a counfiUor; and, like Nicodemus, 
had not dared to encounter for confcience-fake' 
the contempt and indignation of the people. 
But being ajujl and good man; holding flagrant 
crimes in deteftation, and fincere in his defires 
not adlively to violate his duty as a religious 
man, much as he had hitherto failed as to the 
courageous performance of it ; he would have 
no {hare in the perpetration of a legal murder. 
He had not confented to the counfel and deed of 
the Jewifh rulers ; contenting himfelf, as ap- 
pears probable, like Nicodemus, with teftify- 
ing his difapprobation of their proceedings 
by abfentinghimfelf from their aflembly. Now 
behold thefandifyingand ftrengtheningpower 
of divine grace ! This man on thd evening of 
the day on which our Saviour died, went unto 
Pilate ; went boldly ^ faith one of the evange- 
lifts [d\^ to mark the difference between his 
former cowardice and the religious fortitude 
with which he was now infpired ; this man 
went in boldly to Pilate, and requefted the 
body of Jefus. He who had himfelf waited 

(J) Mark, xv. 43. 
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for the kingdom of God ; in full expedatioa 
that it .was about to be cftablilhed, and in de- 
cided aflurance that Jefus was the loqg-pre-? 
diSed King and Redeemer of Ifrael ; he who, 
with this expedation, with this aflurance, had 
never dared, while that King and flede^mer 
was alive, to confcfs his authority and con- 
fide in his prote<ftion : Now, when all his 
apoftles had forfaken him and fled j when the 
multitudes who had fp lately rent the air 
with hofannas to the fqn of David, had. fuc? 
, cefsfully clamoured for his crucifixion ; when 
to human eyes his claims were difproved, hi§ 
promifes falfified, and all the hopes of his 
kingdom extinguiftied by his death ; when he 
had died as a malefador, as a crimitial accufed 
and convidted of treafon againft C^ifar ; when 
to fliew reverence to his memory,^ or even tp 
mention his name with refped, would be a 
circumftance fufficient to fubjed any man to 
the furpicion of being an accomplice in the 
guilt imputed to the King of the Jews : thi? 
man, in the face of Jerufalcm, went in boldly 
unto {he Roman governor, and requefted the 
body of Jefus, that he might bury it in thc- 
XQpft honourable manner, and in the fepul- 
chre which he had prepared for himfelf. la 
the difcharge of th^fe laft offices, on his part 
perhaps the firfl: offices, of pious and undif- 
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gulfed veneration to his Lord ; he h4d a com-* 
panion. And whom ? Nicodemus ! Nicode^ 
ipus had refembled Jofeph in tioiidity; and 
now partook' of his boldnefs. Difregarding 
all furmifes, armed ag^inft all confequences ; 
he came and brought a mixture ef myrrh and 
aloei^ about an hundred pound weight. Then 
took they the body of jfefus^ and wo^ndit in li^ 
nen clothes ^ with tbejpices^ as the manner of the 
yews is to bury {c)* Whence was this forti- 
tude ? Did it,belong to Jofeph and Nicodemus 
by nature ] Their antecedent condudl has 
anfwered the queftion. {t was the work of 
fhe Spirit of God } the fruit of ftrengthening 
grace. The Spirit of grace, which ftrength- 
ened Jofeph and Nicodemus, is ready to 
ftrengthen you. 

Do you defire another example ? Look to 
the apoftle Peter. You know his fhameful 
fall. You know his denial of his Lord: a 
denial deliberate, thrice repeated, confirmed 
by oaths and execrations. When reftored by 
his forgiving mailer to the rank of an apoftle j 
he wa'8 forewarned of the death by which be 
Jhould glorify God {f ) Did he nowdifplay a 
dread of danger ? Did he nowfiirink from 
fufiering ? Did the full profpedl of death now 
move him ? The prayer which his Lord had 

{j) John, xix. 39, 40. (/) John, xxi. 18, 19. 
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offered for him had prevailed. His faitb 
failed not. Converted him/elf be Jlrengtbened 
his brethren (^). He became the rock on 
which Chrift laid the foundation of his church, 
both among the Jews and among the Gen- 
tiles. He was entrufted with the keys of the 
(heepfold of Chrift ; and opened the door of 
admiflion to both divifions of the flock (i&). 
And though, on one fubfequent occafion, he 
was enfnared by fome flight remains of natu- 
ral timidity into an undue compliance with 
the prejudices of the Jews ; and received on 
that account the merited rebuke from St 
Paul (/), whom he afterwards names with a 
warmth of aflfediion probably encreafed by 
the recoUeftion of this very event [k\ : he 
perfevered with holy fortitude in his Chriftian 
courfe, until it conducted him to that crofs, 
on which his mafter had foretold that he 
fliould feal his teftimony with his blood. Thus 
effedual was the interceflion of Chrift, Thus 
all-fufiicient was his grace. Chrift now inter- 
cedes before the throne of God for you. To 
you he oflers the all-fufiicicnt influence of hisi 
Spirit. Having therefqre an high priejiy which 
can be touched with the feeling of our infrmities;- 

(g) Luke, xxii. 32. (A) Coir. pare Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 

with A<fls, ii. 14—41. ajid3^. 1— 45<. (#yGal. ii. 11 — 14. 
(i) 2 Pet. iii. IS* 
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an high Priefi who was in all points tempted Uk$ 
as we are^ yet without Jin : let us come boldly 
unto the throne of grace^ that we may obtain 
tnercy^ and find grace to help in time of need [J). 
But thefe, you remark, are primeval e;t- 
amptes, exhibited in the days of the apoftles. 
You would derive greater comfort from ia- 
ilances drawn from modern times and ordi- 
nary men. Take an inftance then from the 
annals of yoi^r own country. Look to the 
character and conduct of Cranmen In the 
general current of his proceedings, during, 
f he reign of Henry the Eighth, you behold 
a ilruggle between a mind intent on a con- 
fcientious adherence to duty, and a difpoli^ 
tion naturally charaderifed by timidity. You 
behold him at one time flrengthening him- 
fclf with fuccour fought from above ; and 
fteadily purfuing his Chriilian purpofes, re« 
gardlefs of the refentment of a furious, and 
ungovernable monarch : at another, the vic- 
tim of inherent weaknefs, tamely fubfervient 
to his mafter's will, overawed into culpable 
compliances. When danger, after the accef- 
fion of Mary, rauftered its terrors ; Cranmer 
fimk in the conflidl. Lefs fervent in feeking 
fuccour from above, in the hour of tempta- 

(/) H«b. iv. 15, 16. 
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tion he fell away. He renounced his faith ! 
Again he looked to the grace of Chrift,/and 
he found it all-fufScient. Behold him chained' 
to the (lake, as the wind difperfes at intervals 
the volumes of tire and fmoke in which he is 
enveloped. Behold his undaunted demean- 
our : his face full of peace aiKi joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, as it were the face of an angeL 
Behold him ftretching forth into the flames 
the hand which had figned the recantation ; 
and furveying with a ftedfaft eye the flefli 
wafting from the (inews, bone dropping away 
from boiie. Hear him exclaiming wilk 
exulting fervor; " This hand ofFendfed: 
^ this hand fhall fuffer, this unworthy hand.'' 
Contemplate this fpedacle; this infenfibility 
to pain, this facred fortitude, this fubftantial 
repentance, this complete fubjugation of 
nature and its befetting fin: and fay whether 
this is not the triumph of grace, whether 
this is not the finger of God. 

2. The grace of Chrift Is fuflScient to en- 
able his fervants to perform efficacioufly unto 
his glory the undertakings, with which heen- 
irufts thenu 

This is the word of the Lord: Not by might 
nor by power; but by My Spirit^ faith the Lord 
of hojls. Without me ^ faith our Saviour, ye 
can do nothings Herein is my Father glorified^ 

that 
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that ye bear much fruit (w). Xook to the dif- ' 
play which the Scriptures fpread before you 
of the perfedions of God; and you will im- 
mediately be convinced, that fuch a Being 
will in no inftance require from his creatures 
any one aft of obedience, which they are 
not thoroughly enabled to perform : and that 
no inftance of fervice, however difficult, can 
be required from the weakeft of his crea- 
tures, to. which he cannot render that weakeft 
of his creatures equal. Look to the examples 
which the facred writing? exhibit of the effi- 
cacy of divine grace, in ftrengthening holy 
men of old to execute every undertaking, to 
which God, for the manifeftation of his 
glory, was pleafed to call them : and your 
confcience will proclaim to you that if, at 
any hour, and under any circumftances, you 
fail to difcharge the duties, trying as they 
may be, of the fituation In which the Lorcl 
who appointeth your Jot fhall have placed 
you; it is not becaufe the grace of Chrift is 
not all-fufficient: it is becaufe you aik it not^ 
or alk it amifs, or refufe to employ it when 
beftowed. When Mofes was commanded, 
to return after an abfence of forty years 
into Egypt, and to declare his commiflion 
to the king and to the Ifraelites ; his feeble- 

■ ' (w) Zech. iv. 6. John, x^. f. S. 
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. nefs and his infirmities overwhelmed him 
with defpondence. Who am /, he; replied^ 
that I Jhould go unto Pharaoh ; and that 
1 Jhould bring the children of Ifrael out of 
Egypt ? tny Lord ! lam not eloquent : f am 
flow offpeech and of a flow tongue. Behold t 
I am of uncircumcifed lips j and bowJballPha^ 
raoh hearken unto me? The children of Ifrael 
will not believe mCj nor hearken unto my voice. 
What was the reply of the Almighty ? Crr- 
tainly^ I will be with thee. Who hath made 
mans mouth : or who maketh the dumb^ or the 
deaf or the feeing^ or the blind? Have not ly 
the Lord? I will be with thy mouthy and teach 
thee what thou Jhalt fay. See^ I have made 
thee a God unto Pharaoh. The children of 
Ifrael Jhall hearken unto thy voice [n). Were 
notthefe promifes fulfilled to the uttermoft? 
Was not God with Mofes ? Did not Pharaoh 
tremble at his prefence? Did not the Is- 
raelites believe him ? Were they not delivered 
from Egyptian bondage by his hand ? Addi- 
tional teftimonies crowd upon you. Look 
to the example of the apoftle, whofe words 
we are applying to our edification. Look to 
the fupport which he received from divine 
grace under that very thorn in the flefli, to 
which they allude. Hear his own cxpreC* 

(n) Exod. fii. 1 1^2* i8. tv. i« io-*ia* vu 30. Tii*!- 
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fions in the verfes immediately fubfequent to 
the text. / take pleqfure in infirmities for 
Cbrifi*s fake: for when I am weak^ then am I 
firong. In nothing am I behind the very chief eft 
apoftlesy though I be nothing. Truly the Jigns 
of an apofle were wrought among you in all 
patience^ in Jigns ^ and wonders^ and mighty 
deeds (o). Hear his language on the fs^mc 
fubjedt to the Galatians. , My temptation 
which was in my flejh ye defpifed not nor r^- 
je&ed: but received me as an angel of God^ even 
as Chrijl Jefus. I bear you record tbat^ if it 
had been pojftble^ ye would have plucked out 
your own eyes and have given them unto 
me {p). Did not the grace of Chrift here 
prove itfelf all-fufiicient ? Did it not J)rove 
itfelf all-fufficient, when it enabled the apof- 
ties, twelve obfcure and helplefs individuals, 
deilitute of human attainments, of human 
flrength, fo fuccefsfully to preach Chriftia- 
nity, a religion equally odious to the Jews 
and to the Gentiles ; that in the face of uni- 
verfal oppofition, it fpeedily numbered thou- 
fands and tens of thoufands under its banners 
in almoft every region of the known world ? 
Did it not prove it felf all-fufEcient, when it 
enabled the feed of the gofpel, though planted 
in a barren and degenetated foil ; though to 

(o) aCor. xii. lo— 12. (/) Gal. iv. 14, 15. 
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appearance inconfiderable as a grain of muf- 
tard feed^ the fmallcft of all herbs ; fofpeediljT 
to bring forth to millions the peaceable fruits 
of righteoufnefs : fo fpeedily to aflume the 
form of that mighty tree whofe branches 
(hall overfpread the earth ? Ye know in 
all your hearts ^ and in all your fouls ^ that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things 
nvhich the Lord ^our God f pake concerning you. 
All are come to pafs unto you : and not one thing 
bath failed thereof [q) . Judge fgom the paft 
to the future. Know that He, who has 
hitherto proved himfeif true, will prove him- 
felf a God of truth for ever. He offers his 
grace for your acceptance. He pronounces 
his grace all-fufficient. Be aflured that, what^ 
foeverye doy his grace is ready to enable you 
to do it to the glory of God^ that God may in 
all things be glorified through Jefus Chrijl (r). 

3. The grace of Chrift is fufficient to give 
comfort under afflidions, and to convert 
them into means of improvement in faith 
and holincfs. 

Whom the Lord loveth^ he chajleneth ; and 

fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. It is 

good for me that I have been ajfiiEled. Before 

I was affliEled i went ajlray j but now have I 

(q) Jodiua, xxiii. 14, (r) i Cor.x.ji. i Pet. Lv. 11. 
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itept thy word. Tribulation worketh patience ; 
and patience experience ; and experience hope. 
Neverthelefsj God comfortetb tbpfe that are caft 
do'wn (/). By whom ? By the Holy Ghoft^ 
the Conlforter. Did not God abundantly 
comfort in ancient days that pattern of afiiic* 
lion, Job ? Did not the Lord accept Job^ and 
^ve unto Job twice as much as be had before f 
Did not he fandlify the afflidions of Job to 
the welfare of his foul ; teaching him by 
lalutary I difcipline to abhor hicnfelf, and to 
tepent in dufl and afhes ? And does not the 
laagaage of St. Paul, in the bittereft feafon of 
his foJ-rows, demonftrate that he welcomed 
ft£ii£tion as a bleiling fent from a wife and 
taerciful Father ; that he rejoiced in it as an 
itiftfument of growth in grace ? Hear him 
addreffing the elders of Ephefus : Nowj be^ 
b^idy I go bbund in the fpirit unto yerufalem / 
not knowing tbe things that Jball befal me 
there : five thai tbe Holy Ghof witnejfetb in 
e^>ery city ^ faying that bonds and affiiBions abidt' 
me. But none of thefe things move me : neu- 
iher count I my life dear unto myfelf; fo that 1 
might fnijb my courfe with joy^ and the mini'- 
Jlry which J have received of the Lord Jefus. 
Nayj as he adds on other occafioiis, in all 

(s) Hebr. xii. 6. Pfalm cxix. 67. 71. Rom. v. 3, 4. 
2 Cor. Tn* 6» 
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tbife things we are more than conquerors 
tbrokigh him that loved us. . / am Jilled with 
comfort ; I am eixceeding joyful in all our tribu^ 
Idtiou. Blejfcd be God^ even the Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifi^ the Father of mercies and 
the God of all comfort^ who comfort eth us in all 
our tribulation. . For^ as the fujftrings ofCbrift 
abound in us^ Jo our cenfolation alfo aboundeth 
by Chriji (/). Are not here the fruits of all- 
fufficient grace? Sandify then, in all your 
fufferings, the Lord God in your hearts. By 
prayer, by patience, by fclf-examination, by 
unremitting endeavours to corre<3; and amend 
in yourfelf whatever offendeth the eyes of 
ySur heavenly Father, ftrive to forward hi& 
gracious purpofe. So (hall the peace of God 
which paffeth knowledge be poured by the 
Holy Ghoft the Comforter into your heart. 
So fhall your light afflidions, which are but 
for a moment^ work for you a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ! 

4. The grace of Chrift is fuflScient for lal- 
vation. 

It is the grace of God wherein ye Jland. It 
is the grace of God which bringetb falvation. • 
It is the Hdy Spirit of God, fent forth by Cbrifi 
Jefus, that he may abide with men for ever^ 

(i) Afts, XX. 22—24. Rom. vui. 37, 2 Cor. 1. 3— j. 
rii. 4* 
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thereby ye are fedled unto the day of re^ 
dtmption (//). St. Paul felt {he fuffickncy of 
the grace of Chrift unto falvation, when he 
cifcclaimed, oh the profpeft of approaching 
martyrdom: I know whom I ba^e believed^ 
and am petfudtded that he is able to keep that 
wbkb • / bave commttted unto him. I have 
fought a good fight ; / bave finijhed my courfe ; 
I have kept the faith* Henceforth there is laid ^ 
dp for me a crown of righteoufnefs ; which the 
Lord^ the righteous judge ^ Jhallgive me at that 
day [w\ He that endureth unto the end 
ftiall be faved: ahd the grace of Chrift whereby, 
you ipay be enabled to endure unto the end, is 
cffe£tually placed within the reach of every 
inari. Of the numbers ot thofe who fhall 
ftretch forth their arms and embrace it, and 
hold it ftedfaftly unto falvation, we know little. 
That is a fecret placed beyond the veil, which 
feparates time from » eternity. Yet have the 
fkirts of that veil been fo far lifted up by the 
hand of prophecy, as to cheer our prefent 
darknefs ^ with glimpfes of the more than 
mortal light which glows behind. "The earth 
Jball be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the fea. The kingdoms of 
ibis world Jball become the kingdoms of our 

(tt) 1 Pft. V, 12. Tit. V. 11. Eph. iv .30. {nu) 2 Tinpi. 
i, i2. iv. 7, S. 
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Jjord and of his Ckrift : and bejball reign for 
ever and ever. Many Jhall come from the 
Eajl^ and from theWeJl^ and from the North ^ 
and from the South ; and Jball Jit down with 
Abraham^ and Ifaac^ and yacob in the kingdom 
of heaven {x\ That you may ^form fome 
cllimation of the coontlefs myriads of the re- 
deemed faints, the inheritors of everlafting 
Kfe ; contemplate t;he armies of heaven^ re- 
preftnted as attendants on the triumphs of the 
Son of God in the cmblemaii<:al vifions of 
the Apocalypfe : a great multitude ^ which no 
matt could number of all nations^ and kindreds^ 
and people^ and tongues^ Jlanding before the 
throne fud before the Lamb^ clothed with white 
robes^ and with palms in their hands ; and 
crying with a voice as the voice of many waters ^ 
and as the voice of mighty thunderings^ Salva* 
tion to our God and to the Lamb ! Allelujab I 
For the Lord God omnipotent reignetb {y). 
Here behold the 'fufBciency of the grace of 
Chrifl: unto falvation ! How were all thcfc 
countlefs myriads faved ? Not an individual 
of the number was faved but by the grace of 
Chrift. Do you rejoice in the contemplation 
of the innumerable hofts of the blefled ? 
Rejoice with trembling. Innumerable as 

{x) Ifaiah, xi. 9. Habbak. ii 14. Rev. xi. i?. Matth. 
tiii. lit* Luke> xiii. 28, 29. (j^) Rev. vil. % xix. 6. 14. 
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they are, the earth, from the generations 
which (he has hitherto nouriflied in her bo- 
fom ; from that which (he now nourifhes ; 
from thofe which in due fucceflion (he fliall 
nouriflh, before the dawning of the great dajr 
of the Lofd ; pan fupply thefe and yet larger 
multitudes to be inhabitants of heaven, with- 
out including you. She can fupply thefe and 
yet larger multitudes to the regions of blifs 
eternal ; and ftill may behold from among her 
children multitudes equally exceeding the 
power of computation configned to mifery 
cverlafting. In which of thefe multitudes 
(hall you be found ? One fa<3; is incontro- 
vertible. No unclean per/on^ nor covetous many 
nor any man is>bo is a murderery or a tbief^ or 
a liar^ or a drunkard^ or a reviler^ or an ex^ 
tortioner^ or a reveller ^ or fediiious^ or guilty 
of bcrefy^ or of variance y or of batredy or of 
Jlrifcy or of emulations ^ or of envyingSy or of 
znyfucb crimes, of any other habitual fm> 
Jbqll inherit the kingdom of God (2s \ If yp.u 
live as one of the unrighteous ; if you fulfil 
the works ofthefefbi if you fubjefl yourfelf 
to the dominion of any unchriftiau temper 
or pradlice ; you will have no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Cbr^ifl and of God. But the 

(*) Eph. V. 5, I Cor. vl. 9, 10. Cal. v. 19 — %i> Rev. 
xxL. b. xxii. 15. 
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grace of Ghrift, which has already proved it-? 
felf fufficient to the^falvatloQ ot millions of 
your fellQw-finners, is fufficient, if you will 
feek for it and profit by it, for yours, The'n 
will it qualify you to bring forth the fruits of 
fhe Spirit ; ai>d to prove that yon areChrift's, 
by crucifying the flefh with its affedlions and 
lufts. Then (hall it fa^dify you unto the day 
pf re4emption ; unto that day when you 
(hall join in the triumphant fong of the t€7k 
tboufand times ten tboufands and tboiifands of 
tbotifands of the fpirits of jufl; men made per- 
fedt : Ble£ing^ and bonour^ and glory^ and 
power he unto bim tbat fittcth upon the thrjone^ 
ifnd unto the Lavib^ for ever and ever I For 
thou wajljlatn ; andbaji redeemed us to God by 
thy blood {a\. 

Let me now endeavour to apply to twQ 
claflfes of perfpns of oppofitq defcriptions, 
fome portion of the inftruxSlion, which the 
general fubjeft of the prefent and of the twq 
preceding difcourfes may fuggeft. 

I. I would in the fir ft place addrefs my felf to 
thofe perfons, who have hith.:rto negledled 
or defpifed the grace of God, 

Are your eyes open to your fituation? 
What is the objed which you negleft or 



{a) Rev. V. o. ii. tj. 
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defpife ? Is it an objed of no importance ? Is 
it an objed of little moment ? Is it^an object 
of temporary concern ? It is the grace of God 
indifpenfably neceflary, by your own confef* 
fion indifpenfably neceffary, to everlafting 
falvation. It is an object fo pre-eminent ia 
magnitude and in duration, that every other 
objedk which can intereft the heart of man \% 
in comparifon but the weight of a grain of - 
duft, the' occupation of a moment. This 
grace of God you neglect or defpife. 

That you ftiould difregard the acquifition 
of a bleffing thus inconceivably great without 
rcafons of the ftrongeft nature, would be 
madnefs almoft beyond credibility. Perhaps 
then you regard the attainment of it as hope- 
lefs. Perhaps you have difcovered in the 
charter of grace fome claufe of exception, 
which Angles you out from the reft of your 
fpecies 5 fevers and fixes you apart frpm the 
objeds of mercy ; and debars you from the 
poffibility of receiving the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, by which you may be fandtified unto 
life eternal ! You do not plead this apology. 
You confefs that your heavenly Father has 
ever treated you, and ftill treats you, as one 
of his children : that the offer of divine grace 
is univerfal : that to you is the word of this 
falvation fent ; that to you it has been given 
I 4 . . te 
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to hear the invitation, and to underftand the 
promife, of the Holy Spirit : that, whatever 
may have been the caufes Which have pre-, 
vented you from obeying the call and accept- 
ing the boon, want of power haa not been of 
- the numbef . 

But perhaps you imagine that efforts oa 
your part are to have no fhare in the attain-- 
ment of the grace of Chrift : that yoar ex- 
ertions would be either prefumptuous, or ufe-^ 
lefs, or needlefs : that it is your duty to wait 
in patient inactivity unto the time when it 
may pleafe God, who workcth all \ti all, to 
vouchfafe to you the gift .of his Holy Spirit* 
Thcfe are not your thoughts. You ha^ve not 
thus grofsly mifunderftood the fcripturea* You 
confels that, although it be Qod that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good plea- 
fure ; you feel yoorfelves no lefs efEcacioufly 
free, no lefs truly moral agents in the ac- 
quifition of divine grace than you are in the 
acquifition of any of the gifts of God which 
you are to colled: from the bofom' of the 
earth. You confefs that Jefus Chrift, who 
commands that his grace be fought by the 
ufe of means ; has not left you either igno* 
rant of the means, or incapable of employing 
themj You confefs that prayer, animated by 
fuitable difpofitions and urged with due per- 
feverance, is a neccfTary and certain inftru- 

ment 
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ment by which the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in abundance proportioned to our need 
is to be drawn do%vn from heaven : and* that 
a reverent and edifying application of grace 
already received is an indifpen fable condition^ 
not of its increafe only, but of its continuance* 
Perhaps then you may be doubtful, for 
there is fcarcely any meafure of felf- decep- 
tion too large to find admiffion Into the hu- 
man heart, whether you may hot already be 
under the effedual guidance of the Spirit of 
God. You may be of opinion that there 
are not any unequivocal marks, by which his 
prefencc may be afcertained; nor any tokens, 
which are infallible indications of his abfence. 
Yet afTuredly I have again failed to fpecify 
the caufes of your difr^gard. What is the 
language of your fecret thoughts, but an ac-- 
Jcnowledgctnent, that the fplendor of noon 
and the blacknefs of midnight are not re- 
moved, each from the other, by a diftance 
more wide, by charaders more ftriking, than 
thofe which feparate and difcriminate the 
works of the flefh from the fruits of the Spi- 
rit ? What is their language but an acknow- 
ledgement that you detedl within yourbofom 
proofs too plain to be controverted that it is 
the hahitation-of worldly lufts, not the Tern- 

. - pie- 
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pie of the Holy Ghoft; that you have not 
the Spirit of Chrift, and arc therefore none of 
his? 

It is poffible, however, that you may dif- 
truft the fufficiency of the grace of Chrift. 
You may have become perfuaded, that to a 
being by nature fo unholy, by tranfgr^ffion 
fo depraved, as yourfelf ; to fuch a being en- 
compaiTed by the fnares, and aflailed by the 
malignity, of the powers of darknefs, the 
divine afliftance is -granted in vain. But 
your hearts recoil from this fuppofition. Vou 
*^ believe in the Holy Ghoft, the Lord and 
•^ Giver of life." You believe in the om- 
nipotence of God. You do not exalt Satap 
to the fovereignty of the univerfe. You are 
convinced that he whom God blefleth is 
bleffed ; that he whom God afflfteth muft be 
vidorious : that he who taketh to himfelf the 
whole armour of God, the breaft-plate of 
righteoufnefs, the fhield of faith, the fword 
of the fpirit, will be able to withftand all the 
wiles of the devil, to quench all his fiery darts, 
and to lay hold in the ftrength of divine 
grace on the crown of everlaftlng falvation. 
What then am I to conclude ? For what caufe, 
unhappy viftim of delufion, difrcgardcft or 
defpil'eft thou the riches of the grace of 

6 Chrift? 
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Chfift? If thou art unable or unwilling tp 
anfwer the queftioQ; I read the true reply 
in the word of God : jifier thy bardntfi 
and impenitent heart thou treafurejl up unto thy^ 
felf wrath againft the day of wrath. Thy neg- 
ledl, thy contempt, of divine grace fprings 
from hardnefs of heart, from ftubborn reluc^ 
tance to repent. Hence thou art infenfible 
to danger, carelefs as to confequences. The 
God of this world has blinded thy mind. In the 
centre of the fulnefs of the light of thegofpel, 
thou haft hitherto lived in Wilful darknefs. 
Surrounded with all the bleffings of Chriftian 
inftrudion, all the benefits and encourage- 
ments of Chriftian communion ; thou haft 
l^itherto difplayed the ignorance or the indif- 
fjprcQceQf a heathen. Stationed on the verge 
qf a boundlefs eternity, into which thou muft 
Qiortly pafs j elevated on an eminence, whence 
fhoij mayeft behold the regions of everlafting 
blifs, and the abodes of never-ending woe ; 
tjiou haft condu£led thyfelf as though the 
prpfpjjdt were an airy vifion, as though death 
were a perpetual fleep. Year after year the 
Spirit of God has ftretched forth his hand 
tp plqck thee as a brand out of the burning ; 
but thine hand thou haft obftinately with- 
drawn. His hand is ftretched out ftill. Doft 
thou ftill withdraw thine? Repentance is not 

yet 
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^ yet too late even for thee. Deft thou ftill 
refufe the grace of repentance ? From the 
throne of heaven God calls thee to himfelf. 
To-day, if thou wilt hear his voice, harden 
not thy heart. The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft invite thee to pardon, redemption^ 
ian£lifi cation. They invite thee to falvation: 
they pledge the promife of the unchangeable 
Godhead to give thee ftrength, if even yet 
thou wilt accept ftrength, to attain falvation. 
To prefer perdition is within thy choice^ 
Doft thou choofe hell or heaven ? 

%. To thofe among you who have laboured 

to obtain the grace of Chrift, and to apply to 

its proper objed the ftrength which is grant-^ 

ed from above, meditations on the nature and 

the efficacy of the promifed gift of the Spirit 

of God are perhaps not lefs important than 

. to the carelefs or the hardened finner. You 

may not need,likethecarelefs and the hardened, 

continually to be reminded that the guidance 

and fupport of the Holy Ghoft, purchafed 

by the atoning facrifice of the Lord Jefus, 

are effential to falvation, are freely ofFeretl to 

all men, are placed within the grafp of every 

man : for you have fought them,, you flill 

feek them, as neceflary to you, as propoled 

to you, as attainable by you. You may not 

equally with the iticonfiderate aud the fcorner 

require 
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require to be admonifhed that 'divine grace «4 
to be ^rawn down by prayer; to be difcerncd 
by its fruits ; to be cherilhed as all-fufficient: 
for to prayer you have trufted for the acquifi- 
tion of it ; its fruits are, in a nieafore more 
or lefs ample, vifible ia your lives ; its fuffi- 
cicncy to prefent peace and final falvatidn is 
the (beet- anchor of your fouls. But are not 
you the children of Adam ? Are not you com- 
pared with infirmity? Are not you affailed, 
day after day, by-ttiherent corruption ? Are 
not you perpetually under the eye of that ad- 
verfary, who goeth about like a roaring lion 
feeking whom he may devour? Do not omii^ 
fions of known duty, do not tranfgreffions of 
acknowledged commandments, unceafingly 
arife befpre your confciences; covering you 
with (hame, teaching you that of yourfelves 
you are nothing, conftraining you to admire 
the long fufFering of God ? Do not you read in 
th€ word of truth : When the righteous turMtb 
away from bis righteoufnefs^ and committeth ini^ 
quiiy ; in his Jin that he hath Jinned he Jhall 
dd€ (^) t Do not you hear the voice of your 
Lord : The branch cannot bear fruit accept k 
abide in the vine : no more can ye^ except ye 
abide in me. If a man abide not in me^ be is 
cq/i forth as a branch that is withered; aa a 

{h) Ezek. zvxii. if; See alfo 26; and xxxiii. 12, I3. 18. 
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branch that is to be cq/iinto the fire [t) ? What 
is the conclufion to be deduced from thefe 
paflages? A conclufion fupported by many 
pofitive t«xts no lefs than by the decided te* 
iior of holy writ; that grate received may 
be loft : that .grace abufed will be withdrawn i 
that a. man may fall from grace : that the 
moft righteous man may plunge himfelf into 
evcrlafting damnation. Is thy tiame written 
in the bonk of life ? . Be it fo. Beware left 
it be blotted out [d\ Be not bigb-mirtded 
tberefore^ but fear. Behold with aftonifliment 
and gratitude the goodmfs of God in making 
thee a partaker of- his grace : towards thee^ 
goodnefs. Goodnefs that (hall enfure to thee 
falvation ? On one condition — iftbou continue 
in bis goodnefs: otherwife^ tbou alfo Jhalt be 
cut off \e). ' ^ ^ 

Grieve not then the Holy Spirit of God, 
ye who at prefent ftand faft in grace : provoke 
not your Saviour to take his holy Spirit 
from you. Abide in your Lord ; and he will 
abide in you. Continue branches of the true 
vine : and you Ihall receive abundant nurture* 
Perfevere in prayer: flee from temptation: 
abftain from all appearance of evil. Ex- 
amine your life and converfation by the ftaa* 

{c) John, XV. 4. 6. {d) Rev. iii. 5, \e) Ronii^xi. 20. Z2\ 
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datd of the gofpel. Probe your heart to thd 
bottom. Compare your .prefent ftate with 
your ftate at antecedent periods. Learn 
whether you grow in grace ; whether you 
make a vifible advance, a regular progrefs, in 
the courfe of Chriftian attainments. If you 
find yourfelf now on the fame fpot, - at 
which you had long lince arrived : where 
in the mean time has been^ your exer- 
tion? Where has been your folicitude ? 
Where your remembrance of God? Where 
your love for your Redeemer ? Where 
your reverence for the Spirit of fan£tifica- 
tion? However fair may be the bloifomj 
however promifing the early fruit : if that 
fruit,, unrefponfive to fliowers and dews and 
fummer-funs, advance not towards maturity* 
it proves itfelf to be the produdion of a 
withering branch, a branch in danger of being 
cut off and caft into the fire. But if it be 
indeed undeniable that you have ceafed to 
prefs forward towards the mark of your high 
calling in Chrift Jefus : do you flatter your* 
felf with the hope that you have remained 
ftationary ? On the abrupt and llippery af- 
cent, which leads from earth to heaven, do 
you hope that, while you have remitted your 
exertions to climb the ftcep, you have pre- 

ferved 
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ferved yourfelf from fliding backward ? The 
lofs of the fruits of many former, many labo* 
ifibus efforts, is, I fear, only one among the 
deprivations and di fad vantages which yoii 
have to deplore. You have returned towards 
the world which you had forfaken. You have 
habituated yourfelf to floth and unconcern. 
You have fupplied encouragement to your 
fpiritu^l enemies. You haye manifcfted in- 
difference towards the Si)irit of grace. Be 
watcbful th^n^ and Jirengtben the things which 
remainy that are ready to die. Remember bow 
thou haji received ^ and heard: and hold fqfl% 
and repent. Remember from whence thou art 
fallen ; and repent ^ and do thyfrjl works : and 
I will not blot out thy name^ faith thy Lord, 
•rf/ of the book of life (/)* 

(/} Rev. ii.5* iii.«> 3- 5« 
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SERMON VI. 

On the Marks which diftinguifh a real 
Chriftian. 



GAL* V. 24* 



^bey that are CbriJPs have crucified the fiejb 
with the qff'eSlions and lufts. 

TJNCERTAINTY is the charaderiftic of 

earthly purfuits. All is vague, ambiguous 

inlecure, tranfitory, unfatisfadory. The fojwer 

knows not whether harveft will reward his 

labours. The merchant cannot pronounce 

.whether his veflel will return with 'the ex- 

peded cargo. The mariner, gazing on the 

blue vapours of the horizon, doubts whether 

the object to which he direds his courfe be 

a mountain or a'cloud. Man^ walketh in a 

vain Jhadow ; and difquieteth bimfelf in vain 

Vol. I. K N6t 
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Not To with refpedl to the concerns of eter- 
nity. There every thing is determinate and 
immutable. Heaven and Hell (land revealed 
before man. The rewards provided for the 
fervants of Chrift, the punifhments in ftore 
for thofe who difregard his offers of mercyi 
are eftablifhed for everlafting in the word of 
truth ; are fo clearly dlfplayed, that he who 
runneth may read and underftand.\ Their 
vQice^is gone/out into all lands; and their 
found unto the ends of the world. Is ad- 
ditional illumination needed ? The golpel 
fupplles it* To enlighten the blind ; to fhame. 
the felf-deceiVer ; 10 cheer the righteous on 
his way ; to awe the guilty into contrition; 
the faithful and the wicked are difcriminated 
by marks, which ignorance cannot miftake 
nor craftinefs elude. 

In various paflTages of Scripture thofe 
perfons in all countries to whom th^ 
Chriftian religion has been preached, for at 
prefect it is unneceffary to fpeak of heathen 
nations, are divided into two claffes : into 
thofe that are Ch rift's, and thofe that are not 
Chrift's. Thefe tv/o bodies of men are alfo 
delineated under other reprefentations, which 
bear the fame import with the preceding dc- 
fcription. Thus thofe that are Chrift's arc 

9CGa« 
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OCca^onally^ charaGerifed as bom of the 
Spirit ; walking in the Spirit ; the c|iUdren of 
God J the eleft of God ; the doers of the 
kw ; the heirs of the kingdom oS heayeil. 
Thofe that are not Chrift's are defcribed as 
i^ralking in the flelh ; fulfilling the lufts of 
Ae flefli J the children of this world ; the 
imftuitful hearers of the law; the fer-^ 
vams of Satan; the heii? of damnation* 
All of us who are here affembled, belong to 
the one or to tjie other, of thefe two divifions 
of the human race* We are Chriirs ; or we 
are not Chrift's. If we are Chrift* s, and if 
through the bleffed influence of the holy Spiirit^ 
which will afluredly attend ean^eft prayers 
and zealous exertions on our own part, we 
continue Chrift's unto the end ; we fhall 
be received after death into the kingdom of ' 
heaven, through the atoning blood of our 
Redeemer. If we are not Chrift's, and re- 
nuuQ in that (ituation till we die ; we have 
to look, as the Scriptures unequivocally de- 
clare, for that place only, where the worm 
diech not, and the fire is never quenched. 

If this ftatement be juft ; furely every per- 

fon prcfent, who has any ferious concern for 

his foul, muft feel hpw inexpreflibly impor- 

tapt it* is to fatisfy himfelf whether, in his 

' K 2 exifting 
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exifting {late of heart and life, he is Chri{l\ , 
or not. 

This is a queftion which God expels you 
to anfwer, every one for himfelf. There is 
only one method by which you can learn a true 
anfwer to it. Some perfons enthufiafticaliy 
conceive that they can difcern by certain in- 
ward fenfationsand ifnpulfes, which they attri-. 
but^ to the immediate agency of the Holy 
Ghoft upon their minds, that they are Chrift's. 
Others are willing to conclude that they are 
Chrift's, becaufe they have been baptized into his 
church; attend public worfhipand thefacra- 
ments with toler^le regularity ; and lead, ac- 
cording to their own eftimation and the ge- 
neral opinion of the world, decently good 
lives. Others perfuade themfclvcs that Chrift 
will acknowledge them at iaft for his, becaufe 
he is very merciful ; and becaufe, unholy as 
they have been, they are fatisfied . that fur*, 
rounding multitudes have been as unholy as. 
themfelves* All thefe modes of judging are. 
f&tal deluiions. What is the true method? 
To the law and to the tefttmony. Search the. 
Scriptures. They contaip ample defcriptions 
of the perfons who are. Chrift's. If, on. 
deeply examining youi;^ heart and condud; 
as in the prefence of God, you difcover adc*. 
5 ^ quate 
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quate grounds for belief that thbfe defcrip- 
tions may lie iappHied to yourfelf ; you have 
reafon humbly to truft' that you are Chrift's. 
If you perceive that th6y canndt fairly be ap- 
plied to yourfelf ; conclude that at prefent 
you are not Chrift's. 

Search then the Scriptures for the anfwer 
to your queftion. Among the many paf- 
fages f dating to the fubjea, perhaps there is 
not one from wHicfh you may colfedt the true 
reply more eafily than from the verfe imrrie^-' 
diately under 6'ilr confi deration. Tbcj^ iSat 
are ChrifTs have vrucijkd the Jlejb^' with Iht 
affe£iions and tdJlsV And confeqOenriy, fly*y 
who have liot criicififed the flefti with the ^fi 
ftdions and lufts/are not Chrift's. Brethren^ 
every one of you may judge of his own ftate 
foi^himfelf. 

The love of Chriji^ faith the appftle on an- 
other occdXiovi ^conjiraineth us: becaufe ive 
thus judge ^ that if one died for ally then were all 
dead: we judge that if Chrift died for all 
men, it is a proof that but foi* his death aU 
rtien would have fallen fhort of pardon and 
eternaMife; and he died for all^ that they which 
live ^ Jhould not henceforth live unto tbemfetves)^ 
hut unto him who ' died for them and rofe 
again [a)^ This living unto Chrift he deno- 

(tf) 2 Cor. V. 14, 15. 
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mitiateft in the text crucifyiiig the Aefhwith the 
afiedions and luib. This I fay^ tbeu^ ^ he 
writes in an earlier part of the chapter ; Walk 
in tba Spirity and ye Jball not fulfil the Uffk 
oftbejlejb. FortbcfieJhliifietbagainfithcSpi^ 
rity and the Spirit againji the flejb : and ibtfe 
are contrary tbe one to tbf other. Haviog fub* 
joined a copious catalogue of jdeeds of iniquity 
which he terojs tbe works oftbtjlclb ; the works 
to which our corrupt and fleihly nature of it^ 
felf wotild draw us ; and conceraing which he 
pronounces that they, who do fuch things, Audi 
not iuherit the kingdom of God : he enqme* 
ti^ites fundry Chriftiaa virtues as among thOv 
traits of the Spirit ; a« contrary to our natu^ 
rally fmful difpofitions, and as created, nurture 
ed and ripened in us only by the influence of 
the Spirit of God ; for It is God that worketh 
in us both to will and to do that which is right} 
gind. he worketh by the agency of the Holy 
Ghoft, Aad in order to qualify every perfoq 
to examine and judge for himfelf whether he 
is living to the Spirit and to Chrift, and is there*' 
fore authorifed to hope for mercy and falva-r 
XLOV£\ pr whether he is Hying to th^ flefb, an4 
is therefore ilill lying in a ftate of condemn^* 
tion ; St. Paul concludes with this ihort ao4 
pxpjigit r«lc; %b^y tk^t art Cbri^st bapei 
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erutifUd the fitjh with the affcSiom and 
hfis. 

Let me now endeavour to affift you in ' 
Judging whether you are living to Chrift, or 
t6 the flefli, by fetting before you fome of the 
£:riptural teds, which diftingui(h from a cor- 
rupt and unregenerate world thofe who be* 
long to the Lord Jefus. 

I. To crucify the fleflh with its iffeAioni 
and lufts, is, in the firft place, to nlakf it the 
bufinefs of life to overcome, through the ever 
prefent grace of God;' the evil difpofitions 
dnd defires of human nature ; and to abftain 
from the evil aftions to which thofe di^ofi- 
tions and defires would lead. And oh what 
principle are you thus to crucify the flefh t 
You are to crucify it foi: the fake of Jefuar 
Chrift. You are to abhor and renounce fin* 
becaufe it was the occafion of his fufieringSr 
From love and gratitude to your Redeemer 
fbr the unfpeakable kindne(is which he has- 
ihewn towards yourfelf, you are to forfake 
whatever is difpleafing in his fight. He died 
for you ; and you are to live unto him. If 
you will not live unto him in this world, you 
will not be i-eceived into his kingdom in the 
next. Thefe are fundamental truths whieh 

K 4 the 
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theS criptures teach you plainly, and before 
hand. , You are here placed, in this refpeft, 
upon your trial ; with your underftandings 
previoufly infonred, with your eyes open to 
inevitable confequences. Confiderjthen well, 
each of you for yourfelf. Are you living to 
Chrift ? If you wilfully indulge yourfelf in 
any wicked principles, in any wicked habit ; 
you certainly arc not living unto hinl. If 
you are polluted with any impure pradice j 
you are not living unto Chrift, but unto thq 
flefli and the devil. If your heart fwells with 
hatred, or /contra(3:s with envy ; you are not 
living unto Chrift. If you are proud ; or co 
vetous ; or a drunkard ; or a reveller : you 
are not living unto Chrift. Caft yoqr eyes on 
fcjne of the verfes preceding the text : and 
you will read, if your character be found 
a^uong thcfe which I have fpecified, an cxprefs 
declaration concerning yourfelf, that you 
fliall not inherit the kingdom of God, De- 
ceive not yourfelf by irrelevant fpeculatipns. 
Say not within your bofom ; " If this be the 
" cafe, ho^jr few will be faved !" That is not 
your concern. The point which is impor- 
tant to you is this .: that God has foletpnly 
pronounced, that neither the unclean perfon,, 
nor the envious, nor he who cheriflies hatred 

or 



Digitized by 



Google 



a real Cbriflian. ^ 137 

or feeks for revenge, nor the drunkard, nor 
the flanderer, nor the proud, nor the 
contentious, nor the covetous, nor any 
man who will not labour l|edfafl,ly to live 
unto Ghrift^ ihall enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven. Will not you, credit the word of 
your Judge ? Do you charge the God of truth 
with falfehood ? Hath he fpokpji and (h^U h^ 
not do it ? Hath he faid it, and (hall he not 
ipakeit gopd? Beware left you be convinced 
^'.h.en it is too late. If you are living in any 
habitual fin ; confider yourfelf as a perfon 
ftill lying under the curfe of the law, under 
the fentence of condemnation. Attempt not 
tp elude the denunciations ofvGod by dange- 
rous and groundlefs hopes that he will be 
merciful in cafes, with refpedl to which he 
has forewarned you, and has forewarned you 
in terms as plain as language can furnifli, that 
he will not j(hew mercy, but will allow his 
jyftice to purfue its courfe. Know that his 
threatenings will be fully executed againft 
yourfelf; unlefs you fubmit 'to thofe means, 
through which alone mercy is held forth to you, 
and become ipvefted with thofe qualifications, 
by which alone you can be rendered meet to 
receive ix,^ O Lord our God ! Thou art un- 
fpeakably merciful ; otherwife no man would 
fee falvation. From the cloud in which thou 
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Digitized by 



Google 



138 On the Marh which d^ngui/b 

pafledft before Mofes, thou proclaimedft thy 
name to be merciful. Thou proclaiwedft thy- 
ftlf, T^he Lord^ the Lord God^ merciftd andgra^ 
tiouij hng-fuffcring^ abundant in go^nefs and 
truth ; keeping mercy ; forgiving iniquity^ tranf- 
grejjion and Jin ^ But thou proclaimedft thy-* 
felf alfo to be a God that will by n6 means clear 
the guilty {b). Thou wilt not flhew mercy in 
aipfaywhich would contradidl thy own word, 
Thoix wilt not Ihew mercy in a way which 
\;rould miniftcr encouragement to fin. Thou 
wilt not (hew mercy to thofe who remain ob- 
fiinate in careleflhefs and tranfgreffion. Thou 
wilt fliew abundant mercy to the repentant 
fmner ; none to the perfevering finner. My 
brethren I Would you obtain mercy ? Seek 
It in the way, the only way^ in which it is to 
be obtained. Become confcious of your need 
of mercy; confcious of your guilt and of 
your helpleflhefs. Fly to the atonement 
which Chrift has made upon the crofs. Pray 
conftantly and fervently for his grace : and 
under the influence of his grace make it your 
firft care and your warmeft dcfire that your 
heart be purified^ that it be turned from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa-. 
tjin unto God. Renounce every finful tem-r 
per, every fmful praSJce, however dear it may 

(3) Exod. xxxiv. 5— 7.' 
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b(s to you. If to Tenouacfe iK be a ti^tal-si di^ 
gcult and pamful as to part vv'itfa a right hdud 
or a rigjbt eye ; you mud .eithemliiK}ui(h it| 
or relinquifli your hopes of be^jven. You muft 
Qxake your choice. Do you hefitaleto com^ 
to a decifion ? Transform mountaina into vaU 
lies, the Tea into dry land ; remove the eaft to ^ 
the weft ; reconcile darknefs with light ; 
and then dream of enjoying, guilty pleafurea 
m this lifC) ^nd happinejOs m the life to come, 

II. Have you therefore refolved, through 
the grace of God^ to renounce the indulgence 
of fmful inclinations and pradices ? Hav^ 
you thus taken the firft ftep towards living 
unto Chrift ? What then is the fecond ? Ceq/e 
fo do evil; faith the prophet. What is his 
pext injunfkion ? Learn to do wclL 

In addition to the crowds who abandon 
themfelves to flagrant immorality, there are 
numbers who pafs through life with fo fcanty 
a portion of aflive concern about religion ; 
are fo far from proving the care of their fouls 
to be their ttiain objeftj and fall fo far 
(hort in tempers and in praftice of the fcrip- 
tural rule of living unto Chrift ; that they 
muft reafonably expe£t, if they continue in 
their prefent ftate, to fall (hort of falvation. 
In the world| which forms ite judgement by 
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its own' ftandarcF^ not by the true ftandard, 
tbeword of God j they fupport what is tcrm- 
fd, 'a -very refpedable charafter. They are, 
©rl- the whole, punftual and honeft in their 
dealings ; grave and decent in their manners ; 
noi apt, under ordinary circumftances, to ufe 
profane language, or to fly out into paflions 
and qtiarrels ; generally prefent, once at leaft 
on the Sabbath, in the public worfliip of God; 
and attendants perhaps, more or lefs frequent- 
ly, on the facramental table; Poffibly you 
enquire, "Are not all thefe things right?" 
*rhat is not exadly the queftion' which you 
ihould pfopofe.' The true queftion is^^j 
Suppofing this conduft, as far as it advances, 
to be right;^i8 it fufRcient ? Is it living unto 
Chrift in fuch a manner as the Scriptures de- 
clare to be neceflary to falvation ? Now, ui 
fuggefting this enquiry, far be it from me 
to encourage any of you cenforioufly to 
pry into the chara<9:er of others. But mojd 
earneftly let me importune each of you tho- 

s roughly to examine his own ; that he may 
difcover whethtr it has been exhibited in the 
preceding pidure. To the queftion, then, 
whether the conduct which has been defcribed 
be not right as far as it advances ; the Scrip- 

* tares reply, that it is right, if it ha« orijginated 
from right principles, from Chriftian motives. 

If 
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If you have been temperate only for the iakc 
of preferving your health ; if you have been 
decent in your converfation, grave iti youir 
deportment, honeft and quiet in your deal* 
ings, and regular in prefentirig yourfelves . 
in the houfe or at the table of the Lord ; only 
for the fake of your reputation, or for fome 
other felfifh and worldly reafon; there has 
been nothing in all thefe things of living untp 
Chrif):^ But 'let us make a more favourable 
fuppofition. Be it admitted that your con- 
dud has flowed in fome degree from the love 
of Chrift. . I cannot fuppofe, if you belong to 
the clafs of which I now fpeak, that it has 
flowed principally from the love of Chrift. 
Had that been your principal motive ; it would 
have given birth to far other fruits. But 
your conduA flowed, in part, from love to 
Chrift. Poor and deficient indeed, has been 
your love for the Lord Jefus ; if you have 
been fatisfied with manifefting it by fuch 
feeble tokens. And poor and deficient is your 
knowledge of .your Bible ; if you think that 
you fliew that love of Chrift, which the 
Bible requires of every true Chriftian ! What 
faith the old Teftament ? ^Ihou Jhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine hearty and 
with all thy foul^ and with all thy might (r). 

{c) Deut. vi. 5. 
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Wbat faith the New? Te are n&t to Fft^t unit 
yonrfelvcs ; but unto Cbri/i wko, died for 'you. 
Whatever you do^ do^ all to the glory of God; that 
God may in all things be glorified through 
Chri/t Jefus [d). Interpret by thefecompre- 
henfive yet moft perfpicuous explaAatiorts 
the import of the direiSkiort, Learn A) d^^ 
^ell. Behold what it is to keep the heart 
with all diligence ! Behold what it is to 
be holy in all manner of converfa^iod and 
godlinefs ! Behold what it is to love your 
neighbour as yourfelf! Behold what it is- 
to keep under your body, and brings it into 
fubje£tion ! Behold a tafk which demands 
fervent zeal, afFedionate gratitude, unabating 
vigilance, unwearied exertion. At home andr 
abroad to be adively employed in doing good; 
to vifit the fatherlefs and the widow in their 
afflidtion ; to withftand corrupting example, 
and keep ourfelves unfpotted from the world ;. 
to adorn day by day with encreafing holineft 
th? dodrine of God our Saviour in all things j 
to let our light fhine before men for the very 
purpof(p of leading them to glorify our Father 
who is in heaven ; to labour to be holy b6* 
caufe our Lord is holy, pure becaufe he re-^ 
quireth purity, juft and true and merciful be- 

(J) I Cor. X. 31. a Cor. V. 15. i Pec. iv. ix. 
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caufe he loveth juftice and truth and mercy; 
tbi$ i( is to laarn to do well, thia it is ta 
b^ve the grace of God, this it is to live unto 
Chriftf tl^i$ it is to cruc^y the fle^h with die 
tfie6|ioi>& and lufts^ 



III. The charaaeriftics which have hitherto - 
been propofed as tefts, by which you may be 
affifted in forming a judgement whether at 
prefent you belong to Chrift, have principally 
been deduced from your proceedings as to the 
government of unhallowed inclinations and 
defires, and from your tempers and condufl: . 
as cxercifed towards man. Not that the 
frame of your heart towards God has been 
thrown into the back-ground. Love to God. 
through Chrift has been aflumed as the bafis of 
felf-government, and of love to man. From 
that root muft fpfing every ramification of 
duty. From that fountain of living waters 
every Chriftian grace muft derive never-ceaf- 
ing fupplies. The difpofition, however, of 
your foul as to fubjc<n:s more immediately 
and clofely fpiritual than thofe which have 
been fpecified is the leaft dubitable of all 
the tokens, to which you can refort foe infight 
into ybiir adluai ftate. f Place then before 
your eyes the divine plan of Salvation. Con- 
template 
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template its nature. Behold it reprefcnting 
itfelf as in every point a fyftem of free and tin- 
merited mercy. Behold it cafting down the 
pride of man: extinguifliing his vaunted pre- 
tehfions: exading the unqualified renuncia« 
tion of his imaginary righteoufnefs : fum- 
moning him to fall proftrate as a condemned 
criminal at the foot of the crofs : and con* 
ftjraining him to exclaim in the anguifh of con- 
fcious guilt ; " Lord ! I look for deliverance 
** from everlafting punifhraent, and for ad- 
** miifion into thy eternal kingdom, folely 
** becaufe thou waft flain that thou mighteft 
**; redeem me unto God by thy blood. Lord ! 
** I look forward in hope of being enabled to. 
•• will and to do that which is well-pleafing in 
•* thy fight, to conquer myfelf, to fhun or to 
*• repel the fiery darts of Satan, folely becaufe 
** thy grace is made perfed in weaknefs." Is 
this plan of falvation, thus humiliating to hu- 
man arrogance, thus declaratory of man's ut- 
ter debility and corruption, acceptable to you ? 
Do you receive it not merely with acquief- 
cence, but with complacency, with delight ? 
Is Cbri/l crucified^ to multitudes on the one 
hdiVidi a Jlumbling'block^ to multitudes on the 
other, fooliflinefe, to you the Power of Gody 
and the wffdom of God [e]? Are you. cheeiip 

(0 I Cor. 1.-53, H' 
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fiilly \*rilling to be abaftd ; in order thatt Ghrift, 
in his charader as Savioufj may be exalted ? 
Are you cheerfully willing that yoiir help- 
leflhefs and your fin fliould ftand fully re- 
vealed ; in order that the ftupendous mercies 
of your redemption and your fandificatioti 
may wholly and completely redound to the 
glory of the Father, the Son, and the. Holy 
Ghoft? 

Confider likewife what is the frame of 
your foul with regard to cpmmunion with 
God/ and meditation on things eternal. Does^ 
the current of your thoughts, when, un- 
checked by impediments, it feleds a courfe for 
itfelf, flow towards God and your Redeemer ? 
Is the hour of prayer a burden to you, or a 
comfort ^ In the hurry of bufinefs, in the in- 
tercourfe of fociety, do you perceive yoiir 
mind fnatching opportunities of lifting itfelf 
up to heaven? Do you delight to contemplate 
the works of God, becaufe they are his works ; 
and through his works, whether of nature or 
of Providence, to admire, to venerate, and to 
adore their author ? Does the word of God, 
together with thofe human writings which 
are calculated to inftrud and aflfift you in the 
performance of his will, conftitute that branch 
of ftudy, to which your inclinations princi- 

VoL.I. L pally 
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pally tend ? Does your foul expand itfelf in 
looking forward to the world unfeen ; in an- 
ticipating the prefence of God and of Chrift, 
the hymns of angelic hofts, the wonders and 
the glories of eternity? Do you exult in 
ihe profped: of thofe new heavens and that 
new earthy becaufe it is a world wherein 
dwelkth rigbteoufnefs [f) : becaufe fm fhall 
not be there : becaufe there (hall no longer 
be temptation : becaufe it is through the 
predominance of univerf^ holinefs that 
there fhall be neither pain nor forrow nor 
death; but peace and joy and blifs fhall 
reign without meafure, and without end ? jis 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks ; fo 
panteth my foul after thee^ God. My foul 
thirjteth for God^ for the living God. When 
Jhall I come and appear before God{g) ? Such 
are the afpirations of the bofom, which 
is filled with [the love of Chrifl ! Such are 
the prevailing afFe£lions, fuch is the frame 
of foul whic]i, if the Chriftian has not 
decidedly attained, he earneftly defires.and 
purfues ! 

IV. Diredl your attention to the objeds, 
which, when the affedion of the apoflle Paul 
for his converts expatiated in calling down 

(/) 2 Petr. iii. 13. {g) Pfalm xlii. i, 3. 
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bleffings upon them, uniformly prefented. 
themfelves to his thoughts. / ceafe not to 
make mention of you in my prayers ; that the 
God of our Lord Jefus Cbrift^^tbe Father of 
glory ^ may give unto^^you the fpirit ofwifdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him : the 
eyes of^your undtrftanding being enlightened^ 
that ye may know what is the hope of his callings 
and what the riches of the glory of his inherit * 
once in the faints : that he would grant you ac^ 
cording to the riches of his glory to bejlrengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man : that 
Cbrif may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that 
ye^ being rooted and grounded in love^ may be 
able to comprehend with all faints what is the 
breadth and length and depths and height^ and 
to kno'w the love of Chriji which pajfeth know'^ 
ledge^ that ye might be filled with all thefuU 
nefsofGod. I pray that your love may abound 
yet more and 7nore in knowledge and in alljudge^^ 
ment : thai ye may approve things that are ex-^ 
cellent ; that ye may be fincere and without of^ 
fence till the day ofChrifi^ being filled with the 
fruits ofrighteoufnefs^ which are by fefus Chriji 
unto the glory and praife of God* I defire that 
ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all wifdom andfpiritual under/landing ; 
that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
L 2 pl^cifing 
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pUaJtng^ being faithful in every good ^work^ anif 
increafing in the knowledge of God ; firengtb^ 
ened with all mighty according to his glorious 
power ^ unto all patience and longfuffeHng with 
jojfulnefs {h). Obferve the completely fpiri- 
tual nature of thefefupplications of the Apof- 
tle. They that are after the flefh do mind the 
things oftheflejh : but they that are after the. 
Spirit the things of the Spirit [i). How truly 
, conformable are the prayers to the defcrip- 
tion ! Here is no minding of earthly things : 
no requcft making provifion for the flefli to 
fulfil the lufts thereof ; no folicitude even for 
the natural demands and legitimate comforts 
of the body. Every thing marks a man 
whofe converfation is in heaven ; a man 
anxious that there alfo (hould be the conver- 
fation of his difciples. Every thing is pure, 
holy, heavenly ; dirededto the glory of God, 
an(i the falvation of men ; raifed above the 
concerns of the prefent world except as far as 
they have reference to another. When you 
mould your thoughts into wifhes, when you 
pour out your foul in petitions, for bleffings 
upon yourfelf, upon your child, upon any 
one whom you hold dear : what are thofe 

(A) Eph. 1. i6— iB. 111. 16—19. Philipp. I. 9. — II CoL 1. 
9—11. (1) Rom. viii. 5. 
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bleflings ? Are they the hkflings which St. 
Paul fupplicated for his beloved converts \ 
Do wifhes and prayt^s for fuch bleffings 
crowd upon your mind ; not like ceremonial 
attendants on a proccflion, coldly preceding 
or coldly following that part of the train in 
which the objefl: really interefting is ftationed; 
not ranging themfelves as formal accompani- 
ments on eager and animated defires for 
learning, for reputation, for power, for ad-^ 
vancement, for wealth : but prominent and 
fervid, as intent on bleffings fo fatisfying the 
underftanding, fo pervading and occupying 
the heart, thai no other acquifition appears 
like unto them ; no other acquifition feems 
entitled even to a fecond place ; no other ac-* 
quifition, ftationed by their fide, merits any 
degree or (hadow of comparifon ? To be 
fpiritually minded^ is life and peace. To bp 
fpiritually-minded is tu belong to the Lord 
Jefus. 

Behold then in the tefts which have been 
placed before you crlterions amply fuiBcient 
to determine the queftion, whether you are 
Chrifl;'s or not. However that queftion -be 
.decided \ fuffer^ 1 befeech jou^ the word of 
exhortation {k). 

(i) .Heb. xiit. 2.2. 

L 3 I. If 
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I. If you are not Chrift^s, what are your 
hopes? Do you flatter yourfelf that the Scrip- 
tures may prove not to be the word of infpi- 
tation ? Or do y^u affume the promifcs of 
God as true, and regard his threatenings as 
empty terrors ? Or do you imagine that when 
Chrift from his throne of judgement configns 
to predicted punifhment everv other deipifer 
of his gofpel, he will feledt you as an excep- 
tion; that he will diftinguifh you by unex- 
ampled mercy, becaufe you have dared to 
make his known difpofition to mercy a plea 
to your confcience for habitual rebellion 
againft his laws ? Behold the thin and hollow 
ice, on which you propofe to crofs the giilph 
of everlafting deftrudion ! If you recoil 
from theprofped, what are your purj^ofes? 
Are you defirous of falvation ? Are you * 
willing to be taught of God, to be deli- 
vered by him from the bondage of Satan, and 
tranflated into the kingdom of his Son ? Are 
you willing to receive the gift of Salvation as 
light after darknefs, as life from the dead ? 
Approach then with confidence the fountain 
of living waters j and take and drink of them 
freely. Approach to your Saviour, through 
whom alone can man have accefs to the Father. 
Comb unto me^ all ye that are weary and heavy 
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bden ; and I will give you reji. Him that com-- 
etb unto me^ I will in no wife cqfl out. To 
you is this invitation direded : to you is this 
promife addrefled. But, if you would come 
unto Chrift efFedlually ; come unto him 
faithfully. Come unto him with a furrender 
of your whole heart. Think not that it will 
be fuflScient to abandon your groflcr defile- 
ments. Think not that it is religion to pafs 
a 'tolerably decent life, diverfified' with a re^ 
gular fprinkling of religious obfervances. 
Will the grace of Chrift Ih^re a divided em- 
pire ? Will the grace of Chrift vouchfafe to 
occupy thofe out-lkirts of the heart; which fin 
is content to relinquifti, in order that it may 
enjoy in tranquillity the favourite fpots which 
it has fenced off for itfelf ? Is this to become a 
new man ? Is this to be born again of the Spi- 
rit ? Is this to crucify the flefh with the affec- 
tions and lufts ? Is this to be Clirift's ? Is this 
Xo offer your whole fpirits, fouls, and bodies, 
a living facrifice unto the Lord ? Ye offer pal^ 
luted bread upon mine altar* Te have brought 
that which is torn^ and the lame^ and tbefick : 
thus ye have brought an offering. Should lac* 
cei>t this of your band; faith the Lord? Offer 
it now to thy governor. JVill be be pleafed with 
thecy or accept thy perfon ; faith the Lord of 
bofis ? Curfidbe the deceiver^ which facrificetb 

L 4 unto 
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unto the Loni a corrupt thing. For I ahi a 
great King^ faith the Lord of^hojis : and my 
name is dreadful. I have no pleafure in youl^ 
faith the Lordofhofts : neither mill I accept an 
offering at your hand (/). 

2. If you are already a true Chriftian ; fofter 
the good feed fown in your heart, that the divine 
planter may preferve it from being over- 
whelmed by furrounding tares, and may nou- 
rifli it unto timely and plentiful maturity. 
Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Do you feel yourfelf dif- 
pofed to be fatisfied with your prefent attain- 
" ments ? And is not fufpicion, is not alarm 
awakened in your bofom ? With any perfon 
whom you cordially love, you are day by day 
defirous of cultivating a more and more en- 
dearing intercourfe, a more and more intimate 
connexion. When your, heart is warmly en- 
gaged in any purfuit ; you grudge the time 
which you are not able to devote to that ob- 
je£t : you are zealous and anxious in pufhing 
onward towards the attainment of it: you 
note with pleafure every degree of approach 
towards it : you are filled with regret if you 
difcover that during a period of fome length 
you have not made any perceptible advances. 
U) Malachii i. 7, 8. lo. i3« i\. 

Why 



Digitized by 



Google 



- a real Cbrifiian. 1 53 

Why is it not thus with your teve to Chrift? 
Why is it not thus with your purfuit of faith 
and. holinefs ? Brethren^ faid St. Paul, / count 
not myfelfio have apprehended fahation. But 
this one thing Ida : This is my great and un- 
eeafing objedl : forgetting thofe things which 
are behind^ and reaching forth unto thofe things 
which are before^ I p^^f toM^ards the mark for 
the prixe of the high calling of Gcd in Chrtft 
yefus {m). Are you farther advanced than 
the apoftle ? Though he did not deem him- 
felf to have apprehended falvation ; do you 
prefume that you are fecure ? If you difclaim 
the arrogant delufion ; if, reprefenting your- 
felf for a moment as a fellow-traveller with 
the apoftle on the way that leadeth to life eter- 
nal, you behold him already at an immeafur- 
able diftancc before you : Why i$ it that you 
imitate not his humility, his ardour, his per- 
feverance ? Why is it that, like unto him, you 
count not all things but lofs, that you may 
win Chrift j if that by any means you may 
attain unto the refurredion of the righte- 
ous {tt) ? The Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
from whom alone, through the merits of 
the Lord Jefus, every Chriftian grace is to be 
derived, withdraws not his countenance from 
you, limits not his bounty toward^ you. 

Jw) PliiJipp. III. 13, 14. («) Philipp. iii. 8. II. 
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Has he enableil you to bring forth fruit thirty- 
fold ? He offers to enable you to bring forth 
fixty and an hundred fold, jijk ; and you 
Jball receive. What Ihall you aik ? Aflc that 
you may be enabled to ghye all diligence^ to 
add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue^ know-- 
ledge ; and to knowledge^ temperance ; and to 
temperance^ patience ; and to patience^ godlinefs ; 
and to godlinefs^ brotherly kindnefs ; and to bro^ 
therly kindnefs^ charity. Afk that you may 
give diligence to make your calling and eleBion 
Jure. For if you do thefe things youfjall^ never 
fall. Forfo an entrance floall be minijlered unto 
you abundantly into the everlajling kingdom of 
ourLord and Saviour Jefus Chrift (o). 

(o) 2 Pet. i. 5—7. 10, 11. 
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SERMON VU. 

On the Duty of openly ranging ourfclyes on 
the Side of the Lord. 



EXODUS, xxxii^ 26. 



Then Mt^es Jlood in the Gate of the Camp^ and 
/aid : " Who is on the Lord's Side ?'' 

A MONO the moft evident tokens of. the 
natural alienation of the human heart 
from righteoufnefs is the indifpofitions of men 
to render unto God the fame meafure^ which 
they render one to another. He, who 
in fome few inftances has found his friend 
deCerving of confidence, is prone to confide 
in him afterwards, and perhaps even to cre- 
dulity. He, who has witnefled examples of 
the power of a fuperior, ufually afcribes to 
him ftill greater power. He, who has e>tperi- 

enced 
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enced eminent and unmerited a<^s of kindnefs, 
and returns not to his benefaftor the tribute 
of gratitude and love; is ftigmatifed with 
tiniverfal cenfure; How different is our con- 
dudt towards Him, -to whom we owe every 
thing ! Afon honour etb bis fat her ^ and a fet-- 
vant bis mqjier. If t ben Jbfi a Fatber j where 
is my honour ? And^ if I be a mojler ; where 
is my fear ^ faith the LordofHoJis [a) f They 
who have received unremitting teftimonies of 
the providential wifdom of God, refufe to 
entruft themfelves to his guidance. They 
Avho arc furrounded by the wonders of his 
omnipotence, difregard his threatenings and 
his promifes. They who arc indebted to his 
fpontaneous bounty for bleffings incalculable 
in number and in amount, thank him not, 
nor obey him : and forfeit not the favourable 
eftimation of the world. 

In the unbelief, the contemptuous difre- 
gard, the bafc and rebellious ingratitude dif- 
played by the children of Ifracl towards the 
Almighty Father of mercies who had refcued 
them from Egypt, we imagine that we be- 
hold this natural alienation of the heart from ' 
God exemplified to an extent "never to be 
rivalled Inftance after inftance we read 
with iaftonilhment, , We forget that, what- 

[a) Malachi, i. 6. 
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foever things were written aforetime^ were 
written for our learning \by We forget that 
all men are children of Adam ; that the 
Creator hath made all nations of one blood ; 
that human nature is in all men the fame ; 
that in every man in every age the heart is in 
its original propenfities deceitful above all 
things and dejperately wicked {c). When we 
contemplate the enormities of the chofen 
people ; we contemplate the courfe which we 
{hould ourfelves have been no lefs difpofed 
to purfue. The hiftory of Ifrael is a inirror, 
. which refledbs our own likenefs. 

We learn, in the chapter fi;om l^vhich the 
text is taken, that when Mofes, who had 
been fummoned to the top of Sinai that he 
might receive ordinances and direflions from 
God, had now continued during many days 
upon the mountain ; the people of Ifrael be- 
came extremely impatient at his abfence. 
They aflembled tumultuoufly around Aaron. 
They affirmed that, as for Mofes, they knew 
not what event had befallen him. And 
although they had fo lately covenanted in the 
mod folemn manner ftedfaftly to keep the 
ten commandments ; yet in defiance of the 
fecond commandment they infifled that 
- Aaron (hould mould for them a graven 

{b) Rom* XV. 4. - {c) Jerem, xfII. 9. 
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image, a vifiblc emblem and reprefentation 
of the unfeen God, to be carried at the head 
of the hoft. Aaron, fearing man more th?ia 
the Lord, moft 'wickedly gave way to their 
clamour and violence. He fornaed a golden 
calf, the image of an animal which he had 
been accuftomed to feethe objedt of worfhip 
in Egypt ; built an altar before it j and pro- 
claimed a feaft in honour of Jehovah* Be- 
fore that image the people bowed down in 
adoration ; to that image they offered facri- 
fices ; to that image they afcribed the glory 
of their deliverance from'the land of bondage. 
This blind and daring idolatry of the Ifraelites 
God revealed to his fervant who ftood Before 
him. Mofes, having prevailed with his hea- 
venly mafter, by the kindeft and moft difinte- 
refted intercelfion, to forbear from dcftroying 
the rebellious nation inftantly and utterly ; 
haftened down from the mountain. Arriving 
at the gate of the camp, and beholding the 
people occupied in idolatrous fongs and 
dances and worfhip before the golden calf; 
he cried aloud. Who is on the Lord*s Jide? 
Let bim come unto me. All the fons of Levi 
obeyed his voice. They gathered themfelve^ 
together unto him : they declared themfelves 
on the fide of the Lord J and profefled their 

rcadineis 
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readinefe to execute the commands of his 
chofen minifter. They were called to a 
painful trial of obedience. They were re- 
quired to take their fwords in their hands ; 
to pafs through the camp of Ifracl from one 
fide to the other ; and to flay every perfon^ 
whether neighbour, companion, brother or 
fon, whom they fhould find engaged in pay- 
ing reverence to the idol. The children of 
Levi did according to the word of Mofes: 
and there fell of the people that day about three 
thoufand men. 

In applying to our edification the portion 
of fcriptural hiftory which you have heard ; 
I (hall, in the firft place, endeavour to con- 
vince you that, as Mofes called upon the 
faithful among the Ifraelites, fo the gofpel calls 
upon us, to ftand forth on the fide of the 
Lord. And I (hall afterwards lay before you 
fome obfervations refpediing the faithful dif- 
charge of this duty. Let us unite in earneftly 
befeeching the Giver of grace to open our 
minds, that they may underftand and embrace 
the truth. 

L The people of Ifrael j the peculiar peo- 
ple of God ; the people who had experienced 
{iich extraordinary merqies at his hand j the 
' people 
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people who within lefs than forty days had 
beheld the terrors of his prefence on Mount 
Sinai, had heard the law from his mouthy and 
had pledged themfelves to fincere and fted- 
faft obedience ; now difregarded their pro- 
mife, defpifed the unchangeable command- 
ment, and were rioting in idolatrous fefti- 
vities confecratcd to the honour of the golden 
calf. Profeffing to be the votaries of Jeho- 
vah ; for even this impious feaft was named 
by Aaron a feaft to the Lord ; .they were 
become the vaflTals of an idol. Forfaking the 
ordinances of the true God, that they might 
purfue their own devices ; and, under the pre-^ 
tcnce of worfhipping him,polluting themfelves 
with thofe very practices which he had re- 
cently pronounced to be abominations in his 
iight : they clearly proved that, . although 
they called themfelves his people, their hearts 
were alienated from him ; that he was not 
the mafter whom they loved ; that his will 
was not the law to which they were folicitous 
to conform. It was time then that a diftinc- 
tion fhould be made between the faithful fer- 
vants of God, if fuch there were, and the 
unworthy multitudes who pretended to adore 
him. It was time for Mofes, the ambaflador 
of the Moft High, to cry out in his name 

ta 
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to all the people ; Tvho is on the Lord^sftde f 
It^was time that the Levites, who alone had 
hot partaken in the genetal idolatry, or now 
at length were ftruck with horror at their 
guilt, fhould fly with precipitation to their 
great leader, who fummoned them to the 
ftandard of their God, Caft your eyes upon 
the Chriftian world : caft your eyes upon 
this your native country, in which Chriftianity 
is profefled in its pureft form : caft your eyes 
upon your own neighbourhood, upon the 
places where the prevalence or the deficiency 
of true religion is likely to be well known to 
you : and let your underftandings and con- 
fciences pronounce, whether a fcene too 
nearly refemWing that which Mofes beheld 
in the camp of Ifrael be not prefented to your 
view. Through the enlightening grace of 
God, this Proteftant land is no longer over-* 
fpread with worlhippers of graven or molten 
images. But are there not numbers among 
thofe, who profefs the Chriftian faith j are 
there not numbers among thofe, ;with whofe 
trondud and principles the ordinary tranfac- 
tions of life render you acquainted j \<hofe 
hearts are fet upon their idols? The covetous 
man is declared in the Scriptures to be an 
idolater. Money is his god. How large a 
Vol. I. M portion 
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portion of mankind is comprehendecl among 
the worfhippers of ^money ! The Scriptures 
aver the glutton alfo to be ai> idolater. He 
worfliips the brittifh appetite, by which he is 
enflaved. On the fame authority, the man 
whofe chief obje<3: is any fenfual pleafure 
deferves the fame denomination. That plea- 
fure is his idol. He like wife whofe chief 
puffuit is reputation, or honour, or power, 
is an idolater. Reputation, or honour, or 
power, is the object of his worfliip. In 
fhort, he who fets his heart on any worldly 
objeft, inftead of fixing it upon God, is con- 
fidered in the Scriptures, as partaking in the 
guilt of idolatry, as a flave to that objed: 
which he makes his principal purfuit, and as 
not on the fide of the Lord. Know ye not 
that to whom ye yield your/elves fervants to 
obey^ bis fervants ye are to whom ye obey ; wbe^- 
tber of fn unto death ^ or of obedience unto 
righteoufnefs [a) ? When you furvey multi* 
tudes among thofe who are denominated 
Chriftians, who were baptifed in the n^me 
of the Father, the Spn, and the Holy Ghoft,. 
who profefs to believe that the Son of God 
died on the crofs to purchafe for them the 
pardon of iin, the fandifying influence of 

(4/) Rom. VI. 16. 
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the Holy Spirit, and the everlafting glories of 
the kingdom of heaven : when you furvey 
multitudes of thefe nominal Chriftians, to- 
gether with numbers who fcarcely term them- 
felves Chriftians, yielding ihemfelves with 
eagernefs as fervants to fm ; when yon fee 
them giving up their whole hearts to things 
temporal inftead of things eternal j when you 
fee them afting as the flaves of the worid, 
the flefh, and the devil, inftead of ftriving to 
become the children of the Moft High : is it 
not time for every minifter of the gofpel to 
addrefs his congregation in the words of 
Mofes ; to cry out to them, " who among 
'* you is on the Lord's fide ?" • Is it not time 
for every one of you to put the queftion to 
his own heart ; '' On whofe fide am I a£l- 
" ing ? Am I on the fide of , the Lord ?" Is 
it not time for every one of you, who is in 
fincerity and ^ruth on the Lord's fide, to 
Hand forth and prove himfelf to be fo ? Can- 
yon remain for a fingle hour indifferent and 
with a quiet mind, without knowing whether 
you have ftronger reafons to hope that God 
regards you as on his fide, than to fear that 
he looks upon you as his enemy ? Are you 
ignorant that he who is not with God ia 
againft him : that he, who does not receive 
' M » God 
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God as his mafter and love God as his fu- 
preme delight, is the fervant of the devil, 
and the enemy of God ? Do you forget that 
falvation through Chrift will be beftowed on 
thofe only, who prove themfelves to be on 
the tbf d's fidie : and that for thofe, who are 
not on the fide of the Lord, nothing will 
remain but tribulation and anguifli and ever- 
lafting deftrudion, when the Lord Jefus (hall 
be revealed in flaming fire to take vengeance 
on them that knovv not Cod, and obey not 
the Gofpel ? 

To fay that \veare on the fide of the Lord 
is eafy. The facrifice of the lips is an offering 
that cofteth nothing : and is therefore an 
oiFering which nearly all men are ready to 
make. But God' requires from thofe who 
profefs to be on Ins fide not empty words, 
but evidences and demonftrations of their 
fincerity. I fully truft that there are fome, 
and I pray that there may be many, prefent 
in this aflembly, who are thoroughly in 
earneft in reHgion: thoroughly and zealoufly 
defirous to give proof day by day that they 
are ftcdfaftly on the fide of the Lord ; and 
prepared to receive with gladnefs any inftruc- 
tions or a(^'^ce, which may contribute under 
the divine blcffing to enable them faithfully 
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to ferve the heavenly Matter whom they 
have chofen. Let me endeavour therefore 
to affift them in purfuing their holy parpofe, 

IL If you would prove yourfelf to be on 
the fide of the Lord ; confign yourfelf en- 
tirely to his governance, and receive with 
immediate and complete fubmiffion every one 
of hi^ commandments. Confider the cha- 
rader and the duty of a foldien A fpldier 
who confides in his general, and defires to 
obtain his approbation, never in the fmalleft 
inftance dlfputes his orders ; and conftantly 
holds himfelf prepared to carry them into 
cfFe£);. On the fagacity of his commaniler 
he relies for the eftablifhment of plans, and 
the diredlion of meafures, by which their 
common enemies are to be refitted and fub- 
dued : and isconfcious that his own wifdom 
and fafety confift in punctual, vigilant, and 
courageous obedience. Such mull be your 
condudt as foldiers of Jefus Chrift. Sur» 
render yourfelves without referve to the 
guidance of the captain of your falvatijon. 
JFight the good fight of faith. Embrace with 
undoubting confidence every dodtrine dif- 
clofed in his holy word. He is the Son of 
God : he knows what is the mind of his aU 
M 3 mighty 
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mighty Father. He knows how great is the 
corruption of human nature ;- how odious fin 
is in the fight of God ; and how dreadful 
are the confequences which naturally attend 
it. He knows that it is only through his 
atoning blood that finners can be faved : that 
it is only through the fandifying influence 
of the Holy Ghoft that his gofpel can be ac- 
cepted and obeyed. Thefe momentous truths 
he has revealed to you in the Scriptures. Be- 
lieve them, if you look for eternal life. Be- 
lieve the Son of God, the Lord of glory, 
who came down from heaven, who died for 
you. Take him for your Mailer and yout 
King. Range yourfelves on his fide. Let 
his will be your will, his ways, your ways. 
Fly to him, as the LeVites fled to Mofes, 
with hearts prepared to liften with pcrfefl: 
fubmiflion to all his commands ; and refolve, 
through his blefled help, to ferve him faith- 
fully and zealoiifly unto death. 

If you are thus bent on devoting yourfelves 
to the fervice of the Lord ; remember that 
there is only one method by which you can 
give proof that you are on his fide. He that 
dotth rigbteoufnefs^ is righteous. He that 
keepetB my commandments^ be it is that lovetb 
, m.e. Te are my friends^ if ye do that wbicb I 
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command youn If any man love me^ be will keep 
my words. This is the love ofGod^ that we 
keep bis commandments {e). It is thus that 
you are to manifeft yourfelf the faithful fer- 
vant of God, the determined fbldier of Chrift 
Jefus. It is thus that you are to contend 
againft his enemies ; it is thus that you are 
to promote his glory ; it is thus that you are 
to be inftrumental in extending his kingdom* 
The firft conqucft which you will labour to 
prefent to your Lord, is the conqueflr of 
yourfelf. You will fervently feek his grace 
that you may be enabled to bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Chrift. " I am not my own'' — this will be 
the language of your heart — *' I am not my 
** own : I am bought with a price* I am not 
" my own : I belong to the Lord Jefus. I am 
" not to live unto myfelf ; but unto him who 
^' died for me. I am a foldier (Rationed upon 
*' duty ; not to feek my own pleafure, but to 
" perform the will of my heavenly King. I 
" am now, if need be, to endure hardfhip. I 
^^ am now to be watchful, patient, laborious, 
" contented with my lot. I am to give full 
" proof of my miniftry. lam to deny my- 
" felf. I am to -keep under my body and 
** bring it into fubjedlion. I am to refift the 
{c) I John, Hi. 7. John, xiv. 21. 23. xv. 14. iTohn, v. J. 
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^* temptations of the worlcl, the flefh and the 
** devil, the adverfaries of God and of my 
" foul^ If fenfual appetite, if the love of 
^* eafe, if a thirft for honour, or riches, or 
•' power ; if joy, or forrow, or hope, or fear, 
•* or any earthly allurement, prevail upon me 
*' to abandon my poft : I am no longer on 
♦' the fide of the Lbrd ; I am a traitor to him } 
^* I take part with his enemies j I forfeit* that 
" crown of glory, which my gracious God 
♦* has pirepared for me if I faithfully ferva 
^« him unto the end ; and I plunge myfelf 
^* into the pit of everlafting deftruftion/' 

If your heart be. at length ftedfaft with the 
Lord, you will feize with delight every op- 
portunity which he affords you of contribu- 
ting to win others to his kingdom. The 
commiffion with which the Levites weie 
charged by Mofes againft their fmful coun- 
trymen was a miniftry of vengeance. Thus 
faith the Lord God of Ifrael: Put every man 
bis fword by bis Jide ; and go in and out from 
gate to gate throughout the camp^ and fay 
every man his brother^ and every man his com^ 
panion^ and every man his neighbour. Confe^ 
crate yourfelves to-day to the Lord^ even every 
man upon his /on and upon his brother {f). 
Very different is the commiffion with which 
God charges you refpedling thofe who ve 

(/) Exod. xx^ii. 27—29. 
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not on his fide. He charges you, with a 
coiDmiilion of love, with a miniftry of recon- 
ciliation. To yoa he fays ; Let your light fo 
Jbine before men^ that they may fee your good 
works^ and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven. Follow after the things which make 
for peace ; and things wherewith one may edify 
another {g)^ Give to religion the full tS^Qt 
of your example, of your influence, of your 
recommendation. Shew that you affign to 
religion the firft place in your heart from a . 
decided convidioi^ that the firft place is its 
due ; and that, where it does not hold that 
place, happinefs will never take up her abode. 
Let others be won to the love of God by 
di£cerning the bleffed effeds of that love 
«pon yourfelf. Let them perceive that in 
confequence of having fet your heart upon 
God, you are become more humble, more 
gentle, more tender, more kind, more bounti- 
ful, more amiable, more happy. Let them 
perceive that your converfation is in heaven ; 
that you feel yourfelf, and feel yourfelf with- 
out regret, a ftranger and pilgrim upon earth ; 
that you are not difquieted like the men of 
(he prefenc world, by diftrading cares and 
confliding paffions ; but that you are wait- 
ing in patient and cheerful ferenity, under 

{g) Matt. V. 16 Rom. xiv. 19, 
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every difpenfation of providence, for the 
blefled hope which is fet before you,- the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. If thefe fruits of holi- 
nefs, if this peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft, 
£hine forth in your condudl j verily there will 
be thofe among the wicked, who will fmite 
their breads and will fay ; ** Happy is the 
** man that feareth the Lord. The fear of 
" the Lord is the beginning of wifdom ; and 
" to depart from evil is imderftanding. I 
** have left the paths of i;ighteoufnef8, to walk 
*' in tKe ways of darknefst I have fejoiced 
*• to do evil J and have delighted in the fro* 
*' wardnefs of the wicked. I have forfakea 
•' the guide of my youth, and forgotten the 
" covenant of my God. But I will fly to 
** the Redeemer who is mighty to fave* I 
** will feek the Spirit of grace and of fup^ 
•• plication. I will go and fay unto . my 
** Father j Father ! I have finned againft thee, 
*• I will turn unto the Lord, for he will have 
".itiercy upon me ; and to my God, for he 
" will abundantly pardon. The ways of re^ 
^^ ligion are the ways of pleafantnefs ; and all 
•' her paths are peace !" 

Stand forth then, ye who are on the fido 
of the Lord : ftand forth to fave your own 
fouls and the fouls of others. Children oF 
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the Ikith of Abraham ; heirs of the promifei 
of-God! Be ye ftedfaft, be vigilant, and fear 
not. You ferve a Matter, who xvill never ^ 
forfake his people. You ferve an unchange- 
able Fattrcr, who will abundantly perform 
his covenant. » You ferve Him who livcth for 
ever and ever, King of kings and Lord of 
lords ; Him who has all power in earth and 
in heaven, in time and in eternity ; Him in 
whofe hand is mercy, and glory, and blefled-* 
nefs, and everlafting falvation^ What (hall 
prove capable of fhaking your love to God 
and your Redeemer? Are you tempted by 
the riches of this world ? Shall the poor and 
perifhable and unfatisfaftory treafures of the 
prefent life induce you to renounce an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth 
not away, laid up in heaven for the righte- 
ous? Are you folicited by finful pleafurcs? 
Will you renounce, for the guilty indulgences 
of a moment, that fulncfs of joy which is 
at the right hand of the Omnipotent for ever* 
more ? Are you moved by corrupt cuftoms^ 
or by the feoffs and ridicule of the wicked ? 
Will you feek honour from man rather than 
from God? Will you not confefs Chrift 
vpon earth, that he may confefs you before 
his Father, and the holy angels, at the day 
«f judgement ? Children of thle Moft High ! 

keep 
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keep yourfelves from idols [h). Stand fall ia 
the Lord, and in the power of his might* 
Senlible of your own utter weaknefs, take 
unto yourfelves the whole armour ' of God. 
Of yourfelves you can do nothing : but 
through the all-fufEcient Grace of Chrift you 
can become more than conquerors. Set your 
faces as a rock againft fin, which encompaflfes 
you every inftant. You have made your 
choice : you have taken the fide of the Lord : 
cleave with fimplicity and finglenefs of heart 
unto Him. Be not deterred, be not enticed, 
from your holy refolution by a world, whofe 
friendftiip is enmity againft the fovereign to 
whom you have vowed your allegiance. The 
world cannot love you, becaufe you are not 
of the world. Will you temporife in your 
conduct ? Will you compromife your princi-p 
pies ? Come out from among tbem^ and be ye 
fepar ate ^ faith the Lord; and touch not the un-^ 
clean thing. And I^ill receive you^ and will 
be a Father unto you: and ya Jhall be my fon$ 
and daughters^ faith the Lord Almighty (/). 

(i) I John, V. 21. (i) aCor. vi, 17, iS. 
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SERMON VIIL 

On the Sin of diffembling with God. 



JEREMIAH, xlii. 20. 

Te dijfemhled in your hearts when ye fent me 
unto the Lord your God^ foy^^i i Pray for 
us unto the Lord our God: and according 
unto all that the Lord our Godjball fay^ Jo 
declare unto us^ and we will do it. 

'X'HE wifdom of the fupreme Intelligence 
fo confpicuous in his works, fhines equal- 
ly in the ftruflure of the writings which he has 
infpired. Scripture is not a dry code of laws, 
a barren fyftem of prohibitions and command- 
ments. Its ordinances and injunQions arc 
continually enlivened, illuftrated,and enforced, 
by examples. Search throughout the old 
Teftament and the New. Examine the hifto- 
rical, the prophetical, the epiftolary compofi- 
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tions. Carry on your fcrutiny to thofc portions^ 
of the facred records, which are avowedly the 
moft preceptive. You will perceive almoR ia 
every page the bleflings which flow from righ- 
teoufnefs, and the miferies attendant on guilt, 
delineated and imprefled in defcriptions derived 
froro real perfons and adlual events. The word 
of God, like his book of nature, teems with life. 
Every part is animated by incident and charac- 
ter. Paft generations return from the dead, ages 
unborn prefs forward before their time into 
being, to .admoniOi the exifting inhabitants of 
the earth. In the Son of God become man 
we behold an all-perfedl model of univerfal 
holinefs. In the proceedings of numberlefa 
other individuals, who ftand pourtrayed in 
the liying colours of truth ; we behold pat- 
terns to imitate, or beacons to fliun. On the 
one hand, faith, holinefs, charity, truth, fted- 
faftnefs, patience, meeknefs, purity, compaf- 
fion, and the reft of the train of heavenly 
graces, are exhibited ; each diftin£t and pro- 
minent, yetwith greater or lefs ftrength of 
reprefentation in different charaders. On the 
other, unbelief, uniigbteoufnefs, felfifhnefs, 
deceit, irrefolution, fretfulnefs, arrogance, ua- 
cleannefs, cruelty, with othercriminal paflions, 
difplay their dominion, more or lefs limited, 
8 . over 
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over multitudes held in bondage. That the 
intcrefting pifture of human nature may be 
in every point complete, the affemblage 
of good and evil blended in the fame bofom ; • 
and even the grievous tranfgreffions, fources 
of bitter remorfe, into which patriarchs and 
prophets and apoftles v^^ere occafionally be- 
trayed ; are painted with unfailing impartial * 
ity and precifion. Man is taught to know 
what he is, that he may the more eafily and 
the more willingly learn what he ought to 
become. 

The portion of facred hiftory which I am 
about to propofe to your view unfolds a fcenc 
of difobedience charaderifed not by fuddea 
error and unforefeeiv timidity, but by bold 
and hypqpritical premeditation. When Ne- 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had en- 
tirely fubdued the Jews, whom God, on ac- 
count of their obftinate impiety, had at length 
delivered into his hand j he deftroyed Jerufa- 
lera by fire, and carried away captive into a 
diftant quarter of his dominions the principal 
part of the nation, A confiderable number 
however of the pooreft clafs of the people he 
permitted to continue in their native land* 
He diftributed among them fields and vine- 
yards : and appointed Gedaliah, one of their 

own 
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own countrymen, to be their governor. Id 
^ (hort time Gedaliah was treacheroufly killed 
by Iftimael, a Jew of the royal blood, who ap- 
pears to have envied his pre-eminence, and at 
the inftigation of the Ammonites had formed 
a confpiracy againft him : and together with 
him were flain the Chakkan foldi^rs, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar »had left under his command. 
Ifhmael was fpeedily overcome, and driven 
into banifhment by the furviving friends of 
Gedaliah. But all *the inhabitants of Judea 
trembled at the profpedl: of the indignation, 
which they forefaw would be kindled in the 
bread of the king of Babylon when he fliould 
receive tidings of the murder of his governor 
and his foldiers. They purpofed therefore to 
fly for refuge into Egypt. But they deemed 
it becoming in the fir ft inftance to apply for 
diredions from God. They /equefted the pro- 
phet Jeremiah to confult the Lord whether 
they fhould depart into Egypt, or not ; and 
folemnly declared, that with inplicit deference 
they would obey the anfwer which (hould be 
returned to them, ylll the captains of the 
forces^ and all the people from the leaf even 
unto the greatef came near^ and f aid unto Je- 
remiah the prophet : Pray for us unto the Lord 
thy Gedy that the Lord thy God may Jbetv us 
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the way wherein %ve may walk^ and the thing . 
that we may do. The Lord be a true and faithful 
witnefs between us^ if we do not even according 
to all things^ for which the Lord thy God Jball 
fend thee to us. Whether it be good or whether 
it be evily we will obey the voice of the Lord 
our God to whom we fend thee : that it may 
be well With us^ when we obey the voice of the 
Lord our God. After an interval of ten days, 
the word of the Lord came in reply, by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, to the people. God com- 
manded them to remain in Judeai'^and pro- 
mifed, on condition of their obedience to his 
mandate, that he would be with them, that 
he would fave thera from the king of Babylon, 
and would caufe them to dwell in fecurity and 
peace. But the all-knowing Searcher of 
hearts clearly difcerned, that their application 
to him for dire£tioh, and their deliberate en- 
gagement that they would be entirely guided 
by his counfel, were pretence and mockery. 
He faw that they had decidedly purpofed 
from the beginning, and, notwithftanding his 
prohibition, were ftill refolutely determined, 
to remove into Egypt. Jeremiah therefore 
proceeded, according to the orders of the Al- 
mighty, to denounce that if they perfifted in 
their defign, they ihould be overtaken by the 
vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar in that very land 
Vol. L N of 
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of Egypt, where they fuppofed that they 
fhould be completely beyond its reach : that 
they fhould perifli there by famine, by pefti- 
lence,-and by the fvvord ; that their name 
fliould become a reproach, an a(loniihment» 
and a curfe ; and that not even a (ingle indi- 
vidual fhould again behold the land of Judea, 
or efcape from the evil which God wou)d 
bring upon them. 

Let me endeavour, under the bleffing of 
divine grace, to elucidate and to apply to your 
edification, the inflrudtion which may be de- 
rived from this narrative. 

I. Confider, in the firfl place, what was 
that great and general duty, againft which the 
Jews, on the occafion now before us, re- 
belled. 

Ye dijfembled^ faid Jeremiah, in your hearts. 
The firft duty of religion is 10 futrender the 
heart to God. Without that furrcnder there 
can be no religion. Tboujhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart. This is the 
great commandment to the Jew and to the 
Chriftian. To' the obfervance of this com- 
mandment the promifes of divine favour have 
ever been annexed. If thou return unto the 
Lordj faith Mofes, ivith all thine heart ; the 

6 Lord 
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lj)rdjwill have cornpajjton upon thee [a). Te 
Jballjind me^ faith God, by the voice of Jere- 
miah, iJDben ye Jhall fearch for me tvith all 
your heart [b\ If thou beUeveJl with all ihine 
hearty faith Philip to the Ethiopian, thou may^ 
eft be baptized (^). The Jews of whom the 
prophet fpeaks in the text refembled their fu- 
ture countr;fmen in the days of ..our Saviour. 
They were a people that drew nigh unto 
God with their mouth, and honoured him 
with their lips ; but their heart was far from 
him. Te dijfembled in your hearts when ye 
fent me unto the Lord your God^ faying ; Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God : and according 
te all that the Lord our God Jhall fay ^ fo de- 
dare unto usy and we will do it. They dif- 
fembled ; though they had bound themfelves 
in the prefence of God by the moft facred 
promifes, that they would fcrupuloufly per- 
form whatever he (hohld command. My 
brethren ! you have bound yourfelves to the 
performance of the fame duty by promifes no 
lefs facred. You yourfelves, no lefs Tolemnly 
than the Jews, even all the people from the leaf 
unto the greatejl^ have come near and f aid ; T^be 
Lord be a true and faithful witnefs between us 
that zve will obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

{a) Deut. XXX. ii — 3. {b) Jerem. xrix. 13. 

(t) Ads, viii. 36, 37. 
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At ypur baptifm, you drew near and promifed 
by your fureiies that you would obediently 
keep God's holy will and commandments^ 
and walk in the fame all the days of your 
life. Moft of you have again drawn near at 
the office of confirmation, and renewed the 
folemn promife and vow which were made 
in your name at your baptifm; ratify- 
ing and confirming the fame in your own 
perfons, and acknowledging- yourfelve« 
bound to believe and to praftife all thofe 
things which your fureties then undertook 
on your behalf. A large proportion of you 
have frequently drawn near to the facramen- 
tal table; and have there profefled repent- 
ance of your fins, and a full purpofe to lead 
a new life, to follow the commandments of 
God, and thenceforth to walk in his holy 
ways. On this very day, and on every day 
when you have attended the public worfhip, 
you have drawn near and requefted of God, 
that he would give to you that due fenfe of 
all his mercies, thai your hearts may be un- 
feigncdly thankful ; and that you may fhew 
forth his praife, not only with your lips 
but with your lives, by giving up yourfelves to 
his.fervice, and by walking before him in ho- 
linefs and righteoufnefs all your, days, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. The Jews, in their 
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fokmn profefTions, diflembled. My brethren, 
have you diffembled in yours? 

Diffimulation, like other fins, admits of de- 
grees. The heart may diflemble radically 
and entirely, fo as to be wholly hypocritical ; 
fo as not to feel any portion of that love to 
God, of that faith, of that gratitude, of that 
fenfe of duty, of that purpofe of obedience 
which the tongue exprefles. Or it may dif- 
femble partially ; feeling weakly and infuC- 
ficiently thofe fentiments towards Him, which 
dwell with parade and feeming warmth upon 
the lips. The doom which awaits the com- 
plete hypocrite, cannot be doubted. Let the 
• partial hypocrite beware, left he at laft come 
to the fame place of torment.] 

11. Confider, in the next place, each of yoili 
for himfelf, how ftrong is the probability that 
you may be guilty, in a greater or a lefs de- 
gree, of diflembling in your heart before God. 
Remember the natural corruption of the hu- 
man heart. The heart is originallyaverfe to 
holinefs, replenifhed with the i*eeds of every 
fin, and fcarcely to be fearched or penetrated 
by human eyes. The imagination of mans 
hearty faith the Scripture, is evil from bis 
youth. The heart of the fans of men is full of 
evil. The heart is deceitful above all things 
and ' defperately wicked. Who can know 
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It [d)? Have not you reafon to dread that your 
heart thus fubjefted originally to the domU 
nion of lin, may not yet be purified from 
dilFembling againft God ? Have you not 
reafon to dread that your heart, by nature' 
thus ftored with duplicity, thus difficult co be 
difcerned, may deceive yourfelf ? Reflect far- 
ther, of what multitudes the\Scriptures make 
mention; multitudes exifting at different pe- 
riods, and among the very people peculiarly 
favoured with the knowledge of true religion^ 
and in the mpft impreffive manner dedicated 
to God ; as having diJembled againft Him, 
even fo as utterly to have departed from Him, 
At the time of the deluge, only eight perfons . 
out of the whole human race were preferve4 
by divine mercy from deftrudiion. When 
the Ifraelites were commanded to enter the 
land of Canaan ; Caleb and Jofhua, together 
with Moies and Aaron, and perhaps fpme 
few individuals befides, were the only perfons 
of the whole congregation of Ifrael who re^ 
mained faithful to the Lord of Hofts. When 
the Jews, to whom Jeremiah addreflfed the 
words of the text, were commanded to ren- 
der the promifed obedience to their God, and 
to abftain from going down into Egypt ; ail 
the people J with the exception as it (hould feem 

{d) Gen. viii. a|. Eccl. ix. 3. Jerem. acvii. 9. 
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only of the prophet himfelf and his friend 
Baruch, obeyed not the voice of the Lord^ to 
dwell in the land of Judab. When Jefus 
Chrift called the world to repentance, and raa- 
nifefted himfelf to be the Son of God by the 
moft decifive miracles : how few were there 
out of the multitudes which had flattered 
him with their lips who did not fpeedily 
prove "that they had diflTembled with Him in 
their hearts!* How few who preferred to 
walk with him in the narrow way that lead- 
eth unto life, compared with the cVowds 
which thronged the broad road that Leadeth 
to deftrudion ! What is the cafe in the pre- 
fent day ? I wi(h not to encourage myfelf or 
you in drawing invidious comparifons. But 
we cannot be blind to plain and notorious 
fads. We have in our hands the word of 
God, which defcribes the ch^rader of a true 
Chriftian. We have before our eyes the prac- 
tice of the world. We canoot but com- 
pare the one with the other. When we 
compare them, we cannot but perceive 
how vaft is the number of profefled Chrif- 
tians, who evince little of the fpirit of true 
chrillianity in their, principles and condu£l : 
and therefore ftand felf-convidled as diflfem- 
blers in their hearts before the Moft High. 
When you call to. remembrance the multitudes 
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even among thofe who ftyled themfelved the 
followers of God, which in ancient times the 
finfulnefs and deceitfulnefs of the heart be- 
trayed into hypocrify : when you furvey the 
muhitudes of his profeiTed followers, which 
in this your day the fame fmfulnefs and de- 
ceitfulnefs render hypocritical before Him : 
have you not reafon for ferious dread that- 
you may yourfelf be found a diffemblcr in hi$ 
fight? 

III. I proceed to lay before you, and to 
exemplify by fome inftances, a fcriptural 
rule, which may afEft you in dif\:overing 
whether, if the Son of God were now to call 
you to judgement, you would be found dif- 
femblers in your hearts* 

Where your treafure isj faith our Lord, tbere 
will your heart be alfo {e\ In other words, 
Whatever be the object which you judge and 
feel to be the mod valuable ; concerning that 
objedl will your heart (hew itfelf to be 
the moil fteadily and the mod deeply inte- 
rcfted. Apply this rule to yourfelf. Exa- 
mine yourfelf by it. It is thus that you may 
difcover with abfolute certainty whether your 
heart is fixed upon God, or whether it dif- 
fembles before Him. 

(f) Matt. vi» 2 1. 

Com- 
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Compare thea the pains which you em- 
|)loy^ the vigilance which you exercife, the 
anxiety which you feel, concerning worldly 
objects, on the one hand ; on the other, con* 
ceming religion. When you hear your 
friend flandered or your parent injurioufly 
treated ; you are moved with indignation, 
you are diftreffed and afHided. When you 
hear the name of God profaned ; are you 
more deeply grieved ? When you perceive 
Him to be flighted and infulted; are you 
more feverely troubled in your heart ? If not ; 
you do not give the firft place in your heart to 
God. You do but diffemble with him when 
you profefs that you love him above all things. 
Again. When you receive a kindnefs, a 
great and an undeferved kindnefs, frpm 2I 
friend j you feel, I prefume, warm and du- 
rable emotions of gratitude, and an earneft 
defire to render to your benefaif^or Ibch a re- 
turn, in proportion to your ability, as may 
be acceptable to Him. You are receiving 
every day from God bleflings infinitely fu- 
perior to all the kindnefles, which can be 
conferred upon you by any of your fellow- 
creatures. Do you feel then ftill more lively 
and durable emotions of gratitude to Him ? 
Do you feel a ftill more earneft defire to ren- 
der to Him through Chrift that acceptable tri- 
bute 
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bute of faith and love and holinefs of life, 
which his grace is ever ready to enable you 
to offer ? If not ; you do not give the firft 
place in your heart to God. You do but diC- 
femble with Him, when you profefs that you 
love him above all things. 

Again. Your worldly profperity is an objeft 
wliich youpurfue with induftry and folicitude. 
Are you flill more diligent, more anxious, in 
purfuing the welfare of your foul ? Are you 
more earneftly bent on growth in grace, than 
on the accumulation of property ? Are you more 
eager to advance in religious knowledge, than 
in knowledge which will enable you to augment 
your wealth ? Are you more watchful to feek 
for religious friends and connexions, than for 
thofe which may forward your prefent inte- 
reft, or that of your family ? If not j you do 
not give the firft place in your heart to God. 
You do but diffemble with Him, when you 
profefs that you love Him above all things. 

Again. You have various occupations to 
which you refort, as opportunities offer them- 
felves, from inclination and choice. Among 
thefe is religion to be found ? Does religion 
ftand'at the head of them? Do you delight 
in the ftudy of the fcriptures ? Do you delight 
in public worfhip ; in its adorations, its prayers, 
its praifes, its thankfgivings ? Do you delight - 
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in commemorating the atoning death of your 
Redeemer at his Sacramental table^? Do you 
delight in meditations upon God ; upon his 
goodnefs and mercy ; upon falvation through 
Chriil }' upon the hope of dwelling with Him 
*n holihefs and happijiefs hereafter ? Do you 
delight to converfe privately with your family 
or with a Chriftian friend, on thefe fubjedls? 
Do you find all other pleafures and fatisfac- 
tions uninterf-fting and dead, w:h<?n compared 
with thole which have religion at their root? 
If not ; you do not git'e to God the firft place 
in your heart. You do but diflemble with. 
OHLira, when you profefs that you love Him 
above all things, 

I will mention only one example more. 
When you are informed of the events, which 
befal another perfon, you rejoice, if they are 
fuch as promote his worldly advantage ; you . 
lament, if they impair it. Do you* expe- 
rience greater joy, when you are aflured of 
his advancement in religion ? Do you expe- 
rience greater forrow, if you learn that he has 
gone backward in the ways of righteoufnefs ? 
Do you judge of all changes in the (ituation of 
a perfon for whom you are interefted, princi- 
pally by the influence which they feem likely 
lo have on his religious profpeds ? You hear 
ihat he has entered into the date of marriage. 

Do 
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D6 you at once feel more folicitous to en- 
quire whether his wife be fteadily pious ; 
than whether flie be of fuperior underftand- 
ing, accomplifhed, and rich ? He removes to 
a diftant part of the country. Are you more 
grieved to learn that he is thrown into the 
hands of companions calculated to endanger 
bis falvation ; than to be informed that his 
new place of abode will probably be deftruc- 
tive of his health ? He has loft his child or 
the wife of his bofom. Are your prayer^ 
that his afflidion may be fandified more fer- 
vent than thofe for its removal ? You ponder 
on fchemes and labour in exertions for his 
benefit. In all your plans, in all your effortji, 
are you more anxious to be made the inftru- 
ment of ftrengthening him in faith and good 
works, than of forwarding his temporal fuc- 
cefs : of guarding him from thofe evils which 
war againft the foul, than from thofe which 
aflault the body ? If not ; you do not give to 
God the firft place in your heart. You do 
but diffemble with Him, when you profefs 
that you love Him above all thfngs j that all 
which the Lord your God commandeth, you 
will do. 

IV, My brethren \ a part at leaft of the 
T/Vords of the prophet, as delivered in the text, 
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is applicable to your conduft this day. By 
prefenting yourfelves in this houfe of God, 
you have in fa£t faid ro his miniftert, Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God) and according 
unto ail that the Lord our God Jball fay^fo de^ 
dare unto us and we will do it. ** Ofifer up 
" unto God on our behalf the fupplications 
** recorded in the liturgy of our church. And 
** in your difcourfe from the pulpit, explain 
** to us from the word of God our duty aft 
" Chriftians, and we will perform' it." 
Whether the remaining words of the text, 
the charge which Jeremiah pronounced againft 
the Jews, Te have dijfembled in your hearts^ 
be alfo applicable to you, is a queftion which 
it is not mine to decide. The truth is known 
to the Searcher of hearts. It is open and 
naked before the eyes of Him from whom no 
fccrets are withdrawn. It is difcoverable by 
you : by every one for himfelf. Examine 
yourfelves, when you are returned to privacy 
at home, by that fcriptural rule, which I have 
ftated and endeavoured to exemplify for your 
inftrudion. Accompany that examination 
with humble prayer for the grace of the holy 
Spirit ; that he may enlighten your undcr- 
ftandings, awaken your confciences, and en-n 
able you to judge fincerely and impartially 
^whether your hearts are ftedfaft with God^ 

I or 



Digitized by 



Google 



tgo On the Sin of diffemblhg iiohb God. 

or whether you are diffeoiblers in his fight* 
The neceflity, the fuprenie importance, of 
fuch an examination I would piefs upon you 
in the ftrongeft language. Do I recommend 
it to any among you even with greater earneft- 
jiefs than to mhers ? It is to.thofe, who flat- 
ter themfelves that they ftand in need of it 
the leaft. I would detain you from it. no 
longer than while I recal to your thoughts 
tTie vengeance which has overtaken thofe, 
who in former ages diflembled with God; ven- 
geance ordained to be an emblem and a pledge 
t)f the certainty, of that perdition, which fliall 
for eyer overwhelm all who diflemble with 
Him in iheirhearts. What befel the diflemblers- 
of the old world ? They perifhed to a man in 
the deluge. What befel the congregation of 
Ifrael, when they refufed to render to God 
their covenanted obedience, and to march 
forward at his command into the land of Ca- 
naan? They periftied to a man in the wilder- 
nefs. What befel the Jews who refufed to 
liften to Jeremiah, and obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord to dwell in Judca? They were 
overtaken in Egypt by the king of Babylon, 
from whofe power they imagined themfelves 
fecure ; and were utterly and miferably de- 
ftroyed. Concernini^ the dilTemblers in the 
old wOiJd, God proclaimed J I will dejiroy 
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them from off the face of the earth. Of the dif- 
fembling congregation of Ifrael in the days of 
Mofes, he folemnly affirmed ; They Jhall not 
fee the land. I bavefworn in my urath^ that 
they Jhall not enter into my rejl. Of the Jews 
who diflembled when they enquired concern- 
ing his will by Jeremiah, he pronounced ; Be^ 
hold I will fend Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon ; and will Jet his throne in Egypt. Te 
Jhall die by thefword^ by the famine^ and by the " 
pejlilence^ in the place whither ye defire to go 
and to fojourn. None f jail efcape. All thefc 
predicted judgements were punftually ac- 
compliflied. So fliall be accompliflied every 
word of God. Where are all the un- 
repenting diflemblers of all paft ages now ? 
They are referred in chains and darknefs un- 
to the judgement of the great day. Where 
fhall be all the unrepenting diffemblers of the 
prefent age ? They fliall be referved in the 
fame chains under the fame darknefs to the 
fame judgement. All Uars^ faith the Lord ;'— 
and of all liars who is the moft guilty, but he 
who diflembleth with his God ? — All liars Jhall 
have their portion in the lake which burneth 
with fire a?td brimjloue {f). Whoever thou 
art, who diflembled in thine heatt with thy 
Judge ; look forward to the hour that 

(/) Rev. xxi. 8. 
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awaitcth thee if thou ahideft in thy diflxmula* 
tion. Look forward to the hour, when 
thofe dreadful words, Thou baft not Ikd unto 
men but unto God^ at the found of which Ana- 
nias fell down dead, (hall be to thee the fcn- 
tence of death eternal. 

And is hope then excluded? Is the dif- 
fembling heart irreclaimable ? There is One, 
to whom nothing is impoflible. There is 
One whofe transforming power hypocrify it- 
felf cannot efcape. The preparation of the 
heart is from the Lord [g\ In his hand the 
ftone becomes flefli, the fcarlet, white as fnow* 
In his hand all things are renewed. Cleanfe 
your banfds^ yejinners : purify your hearts^ ye dou^ 
ble-mtnded {h). Behold, we were born in fin : 
how Ihall we be clean fed ? We are altogether 
vile : how fhall we be purified ? Not by mighty 
nor by power y but by my Spirit ^ faith the Lord 
of Hojls. I am with you^ faith the Lord of 
Hojis. According to the word that I cove^ 
nanted with you^ my Spirit remaineth among 
you. Fear ye not (/). Alleliilia ! Glory be to 
thee. Lord God Omnipotent ! Light is arifen 
on my darknefs. / can do all things through 
Cbriji who Jlrengtheneth me. Do we yet lin- 

{g) Prov. XVI. I. (/j) James, \\\ 8. (/) Zech. iv. 6. 
Haggai, ii. 4* 5. 
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get ? Come ye^ and let us walk in the light of 
the Lord (i). Let us. be wife, while there is 
yet time for wifdoou Let us rend our hearts 
and turn unto the Lord: let \x%fear andferve 
him injincerity and truth. Let us defer not to 
^ay our ^ows unto the Mojl High. Let us join 
ourfelves unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that Jhall not he forgotten (/). 

[h) Philipp.iv. 13. Ifaiahyii.5. (/) Joel> ii. IJ« 
jofliua, xxiv. 14. Eccl. y. 4. Jcrcnu. I. 5. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Nature and the Confequcnccs of 
Excufes for not giving up the Heart ta 
Religion. 



LUKE,.xiv. 1 8. 



ji/id they all with one Confent began to make 
Excufe. 

INSTRUCTION poffeffes peculiar force, 
when derived from incidents which in- 
tereft the mind. Fa£ts feize upon the me- 
mory more powerfully than precepts. The 
recolledion of the former recalls the remem* 
branceofthe latter. The precept, thus re- 
called, prefents itfelf under chara£ters of 
animation and propriety, which confer addi- 
tional energy on its native importance. 

It was the ufual practice of our Saviour, 
when favourable opportunities arofe,^ Xo take 
advantage of circumftances immediately paf^ 
Cng before the eyes of his followers for the 

purpofe 
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purpofe of imprefling religious truth. When 
he fpoke the words w'hich have been recited, 
he was fitting at meat at the table of a weal- 
thy Pharifee. From the antecedent part of 
the chapter it appears that he had already 
taken occaiion twice, from incidents which 
occurred at this entertainment, to deliver an 
important leflbn to thofe who were prefent. 
f'irft ; in reproving the pride which impelled 
them eagerly to contend for the places ac- 
counted the moft "honourable ; he taught the 
excellence of humility in the fight of men 
as well as of God. And afterwards, he ad- 
moniftied them not to be anxious, when they 
prepared a dinner or a fuppcr, to aflemble 
their opulent relations and neighbours, in 
order that they might be ihemfelves invited 
to feafts in return : but rather to call to their 
table the poor^ the blind, and the diftrefled^ 
from whom they could look for no retribu- 
tion, that God, the friend of the wretched* 
might blefs them, and recompence them at 
the refurre^ion of the juft. A perfon of the 
company was forcibly ftruck with thefc 
difcourfes ; and exclaimed, Blejfed is be that 
Jball eat bread in the kingdom of God: bleffed 
is he who (hall be received as att aiTociate of 
the promifed Redeemer; and after having 
been admitted aa a member of his kingdom 
O 2 upon 
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upon earth, (hall finally become a partaker of 
the glories and happinefs of heaven. Whether 
this man believed Jefus Chrift to be the pro- 
mifed Redeemer is very doubtful. Our Lord 
however replied to the obfervation by a pa- 
rable : . in which he predided that numberSf 
who profefled a zealous deiire to hear and 
obey the gofpel, would difregard and rejeft 
it when preached to them ; and would prefer 
the purfuits of the prefent world to the fal- 
vation of their fouls^ A certain man^ faid 
he, made a great /upper ^ and bade many. God 
has prepared a glorious kingdom for thofe 
who (hall embrace and ftedfaftly obey the 
gofpel of his Son; and has invited all the 
hum.an race to participate in its bleflings. 
And be fent Ins fervant at /upper time^ to Jay 
to them that, were hidden ^ Come : /or all things 
are now ready. At the period ordained from 
eternity Jefus Chrift appeared upon eanh, 
and preached the gofpel to the Jews. After 
his afcenfion he preached it by his difciples 
to many other nations. At this day he 
preaches it by his miaiftets to you, and to 
milliotis in various parts pf the world. He 
bow invites you, as in former.ages he invited 
the Jews and the Gendles, to come unto Him 
for faivation ; and encourages you with the 
aflurance that you. xanaot be more folicitous 

to. 
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to alk than he is to bcftow. How did the 
Jews, to whom the offer was firft made, re- 
ceive it ? Tbey all with one confent began to 
maAe excufe. The Jirft faid^ I have bought a 
piece of ground ^ and Imuft needs go and fee it* 
Tpray thee hnve me excufed. And another faid^ , 
I have bought Jive yoke of oxen ^ and I go to prove 
them. I pray thee have me excufed. And another 
faid^ I have married a wife: and therefore lean- 
not come. The nature of thefeexcufes will be 
examined hereaften At prefent it is fufficicn^ 
to obferve that all the reft who were invited 
had their pretences ready, fome of one kind, 
fomc of another, for not going, to the feaft. 
All began to make cxcufe. So that fervant 
-came^ andjhewed his Lord theft things. Then 
the mdjler of the houfe^ being angry ^ faid to his 
fervant : Go out quickly into thejireets and lanes 
of the city ; and bring in hither the poor and 
the maimed^ and the halt and the blind. The 
Jews refufed to receive Jefus Chrift ; and 
completed their guilt by crucifying him. 
The anger of God was kindled. He caft 
them off from being his people. He com- 
manded the minifters of his word to go forth, 
and to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles: to 
the nations whom the Jews abhorred as out- 
cafts from the divine -mercy ; whom' they be- 
,held with an eyeof fuperiority not lefs contemp- 

O 3 tuous 
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tuous thaathat with which the poor, the halt, 
and the blind, if ftationed as guefts at the ta- 
ble, would have been viewed by the proudeft 
of thofe originally invited to the.feaft. StiU 
however the gueft-chamber was not full. 
TCbcfcrvantfaid; Lordy it is done as tbou baft 
commanded: and yet tbere is room. And the 
Lord /aid unto the fervant ; Go out into the 
highways and hedges^ and com^l them to come 
inj by urgent importunity and perfuafion 
conftrain them to enter, that my boufemay he 
filed. For I fay unto you^ that none of thofe 
men which were bidden Jhall tcfie ofmyfupper* 
Though the apoftles preached the Chriftian 
■ religion with great fuccefs among many na- 
tions of the Gentiles, both in Aiia and Eu- 
rope, and alfo in fome of the coafts of Africa ; 
yet the kingdom of heaven was not repleni(hed 
with inhabitants, nor was the mercy of God 
exhaufted. He has therefore continued dur- 
ing more than feventeen hundred years to 
provide a conftant fupply of miniflers of his 
gofpel ; and to fend them forth even to* the 
moft diftant corners of the es^rth, arid to per- 
fons funk in the loweft ftate of ignorance and 
wretchednefs, with the kindeft offers to every 
man of falvation through faith in the Lord 
Jefus, and with the moft urgent invitations to 
accept it And we know from the certain de- 
clarations 
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ckratiooB of prophecy, that hfi will gracioufly. 
ptrfevere, until the dofe of all things, 4:0 invite 
by his meffengers all mankind to repent and 
believe j and that all the kingdoms of this world 
Jball become the kingdoms of our Lord and of bis 
Chrifi. We know that at laft even the Jews 
themfelves fhall look on Him whom their 
forefathers pierced ; that they (hall mourn 
with the deeped humiliation and a'ngui(h for 
the crucifixion of the great Redeemer ; and 
with contrite hearts and faith unfeigned fhall 
embrace the gofpel, and fhall again be re-» 
ceived as the people of God. But thofe wbo 
deny the Lord of glory, thofe who flight' 
his offers of falvation, fhall neither be 
admitted into his church on earth, nor 
into the glorious inheritance which he has 
prepared beyond the grave for his ferv- 
ants. 

Such is the general import of this parable* 
Let us ftudy through the blefliing of God to 
apply it to ourfelves. 

L We learn in the firft place the guilt and 
the dreadful confequences of rejeding Chrift ; 
of rcfufing to believe hid religion, or of be- 
lieving without obeying it. Not one of thofe 
who were bidden JhalL tqfie of my fupper. 
When we had no claim to be delivered from 
O4 the 
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the punifhmenf, which by our fins we de* 
fervcd ;' much lefs to extend our views to an 
eternity of happinefs; the God of mercy wai 
pleafed of his own infinite goodnefs freely to 
6ffer to us both thefe bleffings. Hfe offered 
them to us through the blood of his own Soq 
Jefus Chrift. His own Son undertook for our 
fakes to come down upon earth ; to aflume 
the nature of man; and to die upon the 
crofs, that he might make atonement for our 
fins, and purchafe immortal glory for all who 
would accept him as thieir Saviour and faith* 
fully obey his commandriient^. This is that 
love of Chrift towards finful man, which afto- 
nifhes, as the fcriptures teach us, the very angels^ 
This is the appointed method of falvation, by 
which alone we may be faved* It is in vain fpr 
prefamptuous men to feek to find fault and 
raife obje£tions as to the plan, which the wif- 
dom and the inconceivable kindnef^ of God 
have chofen for the recovery of the children 
of fallen Adam* It is in vain for any man tQ 
hope that he may be juftified in any other me- 
thod, or be rendered meet for glory through the 
attainment of any other qualifications, than 
thofe which are plainly ftated in the gofpel. 
If ypu will not accept falvation in that me- 
thod ; if you will not labour to acquire thofc 
qualifications : you will affuredly perifh, you 

Will 
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win peri(h by your own choice. If you re* 
jedl the Son of God ; he will be no Redeemer 
to you. If you profefs to believe in him, 
but will not make it your conftant aim 
through the influence of divine grace to obey 
bini; you will as cprtainly pvTift as ifyoa 
openly denied him, You do in fadl deny 
him in the moft decifive manner. You deny 
bim by your actions. Whatever your lips 
may affirm, your adions proclaim ; ** I do 
not acknowledge Chrift to be my Mafter: I 
will not be fubjed .to his laws." He was 
ready to receive you: but you would hot 
liftcn'to his call. The guilt is your own : and 
the confequences are your own. You refufe 
pardon and eternal happinefs : and the arm 
of divine juftice plunges you into hell. 

Do you complain of hatd meafure in thefe 
dealings of God ? Turn to the parable. Sup- 
poie a perfon of wealth and eminence to have 
iuftained reiterated injuries from an inferior. 
Suppofe the offender overtaken by mifery, 
and on the brink of ruin. Suppofe the man 
whom he had injured generoufly to interpofe 
in his behalf; to invite the criminal to his 
manfion, and fpontaneoufly to offer to make 
important facrifices fpr the fole purpofe of re- 
ftoring him to fafety and happii\efs. Sup- 
pofe this benignity to be- met with a difdain- 

ful 
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ful lefufal. Is the vidim of his own obfti- 
nacy and pride to murmur becaufe he is 
abandoned to the confequcnces of his choice ? 
Or to raife the illuftration, if it be poiFible, to 
a refemblance fomewhat Icfs faint and im- 
perfedt of the tranfaftion which it purpofes 
to pourtray : fuppofe a fubjeft indebted to 
the bounty of his fovereign for every earthly 
bleffing to renounce his allegiance; and to 
crown his ingratitude by the raoft daring 
treafons. Suppofe him arteiled by the arm 
of juftice, and even now (landing on the fcaf- 
fold. Suppofe his royal mafter to difpatch 
. without folicitation an offer of pardon ; to 
fling open for his admiffion the doors of the 
palace j to hold forth to him unqualified for- 
. givenefs ; to propofe to him not merely the 
renovation of favour, and re-eftabli(hmentin 
all hid antecedent honours and pofleffionsi 
but. additional wealth and privileges and dig- 
nity and powtr in a meafure far furpaffing 
the utmoft ftretch of his imagination. Sup* 
pofe that the extenfion of this compaffion, the 
exercife of this ineffable goodnefs, could not 
be rendered confident with the attributes of 
fovereignty, and the general welfare of na- 
tions, by any methods except fuch as would 
neceffarily require the only fon of the mo- 
narch previoufly to become the reprefenta- 
3 tivc 
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tive of the traitor, and in his ftead to fubmit to 
degradation, to fufierings and to death, Sup- 
pofe the fon of his own accord to offer tp be- 
come the facrifice. Suppofe the father to aflent 
to the oflfer, Stppofe the facrifice to have taken 
place. Now fix your eyes on the objedt of thefc 
ftupendous mercies. Mow do you behold him ? 
Is he diflblved in tears ? Is he rent by ago- 
nizing remorfe ? Is he fervently devoting in 
the fmcerity of his foul the remainder of his 
life, th€j whole of his exertions, of his facul- 
ties, of his heart to the fervice of his matchlefs 
benefa<aor ? Behold him, if you are able to 
form to yourfelf the pidure, continuing un- 
moved, devoid of gratitude, with enmity un- 
mitigated, rejeflingthe offered pardon and all 
its confequent bleffmgs with careleffnefs and 
contempt. Behold an emblem, a moft in- 
adequate emblem, of your own madnefe, of 
your own guilt, if you difregard the falvation 
offered through the blood of the Son of God ! 

U. Advert in the next place to the cxcufes, 
which are ftated as having been advanced by 
fome of thofe who reje<aed the invitation of 
the Lord of the feaft. The fpirit of the ex- 
cufes alleged by the reft, for all the excufe« 
flowed from the fame principle in the hearti 
may be inferred from thofe which are fpeci- 

fied. 
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fied, Oae faid ; / have bought a piece (f 
• ground^ and Imuftneed^ go and fee It. Another 
faid ; / have bought \five yoke of oxen^ and I 
go to prove thefn* Another faid ; / have 
married a wife^ And for thefe fercral reafoas 
leach of them profeifed that he could not come 
to the entertainment. Our bleffed Saviour 
well khew what was in man. He knew that 
the human heart, unrenewed by the grace of 
. the Holy Spirit, would naturally be in aU 
times and places the fame. The excufes 
which he reprefents thefe defpifers as alleging 
for not attending the entertainment purpofely 
and gratuitoufly provided for them, are pre* 
cifely fuch as in this our day numbers allege 
for not attending to religion. They are fuch 
as numbers are bold enough openly to avow^ 
when expediency requires the produdion of 
an apology ; or fuch as when pricked by 
»confcience they fecretly offer to their own bo- 
foms, -^ Religion,'' it is declared or whif- 
pered by thefe apologifts for practical irreli- 
gion, " is undoubtedly a very excellent thing \ 
" and in its proper meafure juftly to be ex- 
" pefted from all. From every man is re-. 
" quired a decorous regard to morality ; from 
" perfons whofe age or ftation prefcribes gra- 
" vity, a higher degree of ftridnefs : from 
"** the unoccupied and the unhappy, ftiil 

6 •* greater 
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•* greater attention to pious ftudies and em- 
" ployments : from the clergy all imaginable 
" fandity. Nay we acknowledge, tliat in aU 
" men aa much religion as is attainable is 
** highly to be defired. We lament that few 
" perfons attend to religion fo much as they 
** might attend. And we are particularly 
" fcandalized at the deficiencies of thofe, who 
" have profeffionally taken upon themfclves 
" to be our inftrudors. But on ourfelves 
•* no demand beyond our prefent pradice can 
** reafonably ht made. Our time and our 
" thoughts are already abforbed by neceflary 
** or inevitable avocations. We arc engaged 
*' in the aftive bufinefs of life ; and cannot 
" find leifure for books and fpeculative re- 
*Vtirement. Our eftates or our mercantile 
" concerns call for continual care : and 
" we know that he, who makes not provi- 
" fion for his family, negleds the duty of 
" a parent and is worfe than an inJideU Or 
" we are occupied in ferving our country as 
" members of her legiflature,or as magiftratps, 
" or as officers' in her fleets or armies, or as 
*' belonging to feme of the numerous pro- 
" feffions by which fociety is held together: 
" and we are not ignorant that mercy is. better 
" ibanfdcrifice. Or, if we are unencumbered 
*' with any of the' engagements which have 

" been 
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** been mentioned; we are, continually preffed 
•* by others no lefs diflScult to be avoided or 



(( 






poftponed. Family connections, numerous 
acquaintance and friends, the ordinary re* 
•* ciprocation of civilities and vifits, the dated 
•* recurrence at home and abroad of innocent 
•• diverfions, bring the day to a clofe almoft 
** as foon as we perceive it to have begun. 
Man was born for fociety. It is not good 
for man to be alone* The focial intcrcourfe 
•• of life muft be maintained by the requifite 
" obfervance of that courtefy, which an apof- 
*• tie has enjoined on all men* Harmlefs 
^* amufements, eflfential to mental fefrefhment 
^ and alacrity of fpirits, cannot but be ap- 
" proved by a religion which exhorts to chcer- 
" fulnefs and joy. And, however abfurd may » 
•' have been the difputations of ignorant men; 
" we are for our parts fatisfied that friend- 
" fliip is inculcated by Chriftianity. At any 
•* rate,'' it is finally obferved, ** be it bufinefs 
^ or fome lighter occupation which has 
•' fwallowed up our time ; and even if it be 
^ acknowledged that with livelier vigilance we 
•* might have fnatched fomewhat more fire- 
^^ quent and fomewhat longer intervals for re- 
** Jigious meditation : we trufl: that our inat- 
*^ tention has not been fuch as to expofe us 
•* tb any extravagant cenfure» We have al- 

•' waya 
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** ways profeffed our belief, in religion. We 
" have occafionally been prefent at its ordi- 
** nances. We have been indulgent hufbands, 
** careful parents, kind neighbours, ufeful mem- 
** bers of fociety. And we are univerfally rc- 
*' garded as having regulated our conduQ; by 
** the niceft principle of honour^ 

Vain and empty fophiftry,to difguife the un- 
fubdued enmity oftb^carnalmindagaitijl God{ay 

III. Farther: with refpedl to the cxcufe^ 
defcribed in the parable, there are two re- 
marks, which I would recommcd to your 
ferious confideration. Firft : all the em- 
ployments and engagements, which the per- 
fotts who were invited pleaded in apology for 
their abfence, were in themfelves pcrfeftly 
lawfuU To purchafe a piece of ground and 
to go to infpea it was a circumftance in its own 
nature untinfliured with guilt. The cultiva- 
tion of the earth, and induftry in our proper 
callings, are duties which we are repeatedly 
commanded to praftife. Neither is there any 
thing naturally blameable in purchafing five 
yoke of oxen and going to prove them. Then 
with refpefl: to marriage ; we know that it is 
the appointment of God, and is declared in the 
Scriptures to be honourable for all. Yet ob- 

{a) Rom* viii, 7, 

ferve. 
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fcrve, fecondly, that the perfons who mad* 
thefe excufes were every one of them con- 
demned. / fay unto you that none of tboft 
men which were bidden fball tajle of my fupper. 
If thefe men were thus condemned ; how 
much more dreadful would have been theif 
punifliment, if they had excufed themfelves 
for the purpofe of profecuting fome finful ea* 
terprize : if inftead of lawful induftry they 
had meditated fome diihonefl undertaking; 
if, inftead of honourable marriage, fome plan, 
of criminal indulgence had been in view ! 
But, though their purfuits were all lawful; 
every one of the perfons was condemned. 
WKy was it thus ? Becaufe every one of the 
•perfons was worldly-minded. His h^art was 
not fixed upon promoting the glory of God^ 
and proving by faith and holy obedience his 
love and gratitude to his Maker and Re-» 
.deemer. His fifft obje<9: was not to be 
religious; biit to be wealthy, or to profecute 
his own pleafure. The man that purchafed 
the land, and the other that bought the oxen, 
ivere immerfed in folicitude concerning their 
^property and pofleffions. l^be cares of this 
^vorld^ and the deceitfulnefs of riches^ choked the 
word ; and it became unfruitful (^). Land and 
oxen, and the profit which land and oxen 

{b) MuU. xHi. 22. 
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were to produce, were theif idols. God 
and his laws, Chrlft and the wonder- 
ful mercies which had been offered at 
his hand, had little if any fliare of their 
thoughts. The man who had married 
a wife, had <?onir-a^ed an irreligious marriage,* 
o!?-W^8 dnfhared .by the confequences of 
his marriage intoimpietyi He had (hfiwn, 
we may conclude, in that tranfa<9:ion the un- 
concern - refpeding religion which pervaded 
his chiradiSn/ He had feleded his confort 
merely for her perfonal appearance ; or be-> 
ca^fe fhe had an ample fortune j or becaufer 
her relations were able to pufh him into lu- 
crative bufmefs; or for fome otherworldly 
reafcm. ' He had not made ir his firft 
and great ftudy to learn before-hand whe-^ 
ther'fhe was. a truly pious woman, a faithful 
fervant of the Almighty ; whether fhe would- 
be a partner likely to help him forward in 
the way of falvation, and by inftrudlion and 
example to train up a family in holinefs. Or 
ftibfequently to his marriage he had permitted 
attention to his wife to fupejcfede that which 
was due to his God. Each therefore of the per- 
fons invited, having preferred thitigs temporal 
to things eternal, was juftly condemned, 
7bey that are after the jiejh do mind the things 
oftbejlejh: but they that are after the Spirit^ 
Vol. I. P the 
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the things of tbf Spirit. To be Jpiritualty* 
minde4 is life and peace : to be carnally^mindcd 
is deatb\c). 

My brethren 1 the parai>I^ \yhif h hjis beie9 
explam^d, while it affords an e^iiad pidure ^ 
the prefent ftate of miikitud^ who pro&r$ 
thpiQfeives to be CbrK^iafiq^ bpldis forth a fa- 
len>n warning toual} perfons, who are at this 
day endeavouring to mak$ excafi^s for deny*- 
ing to religion the empire of ihekt hearts. If 
in tempers or in gondud): you are aa opea 
tranfgreiror of th^ gofpel ; as furely as the 
word of God is true^ you are in a ftate of 
damnation. The gulf cf deftruifiion ftarea 
you in the face ; and^ unlefs you repent and 
become a new man, will cloiie upon you £ar 
ever. But this parable, in conformity to ma- 
ny other paflages in the New Teftament, 
teaches you the no lefs aweful leflbn; that 
you will be condemned at the day of judgo:^. 
meiit, if you fuiFcr any one of the lawful oc- 
cupations or lawful pleaiures of this life to be 
the principal objedof your p^rfuit. YcC 
how frequently do we fee people teGgning 
themfelves to fuch idols ; and find every argi^ 
ment inefiedlual to convince thetn tktf they 
are in the dired road to eternal ruin* Wit^ 

(r) Rom. viii,. 6, 7* 
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fome^ wealth is the idoL iThey rife up taxly^ 
and go lafe to reft, and eat t?he bread of careful- 
hefs, day after dtiy^ krrd year kttcr year. iTheir 
Uiinds kre filled with plans for tihe improvement 
bf their ground, and the advanlageoiis difpofid 
of its produce J or with fcheme$ to draw cuf- 
tomers to their comiptiiig-houfe or their flioj 
and to lay in their cdiiimoililies at the cheapef 
irate 5 or to jplace out their ihbney on the her 
fecurity, and at the higheft intereft. At the 
end of every yeat thejr are become richer : 
but they are hot beiibme more inclined to re^ 
ligiori.. They have iricteafeci in pofleffions : 
but they have hc$t ^rowh iii ^race. They 
have accumulated iiiBftarice oii earth :. W 
have hot laid up trekfdfe in the fight bf God. 
During all this time tliey imagine that they^ 
kre religious : and are even ready to profefa 
k conviction that this fcraping laborious life is 
Ode proof of religion. Mow hardening is the 
aeceitfulnefs of fin [//) ! How darkening the 
influence of a worldly fpirit ! What fpeciou* 
evidence have tfiey to produce of their religion ? 
Let their caufe Se exhibited in the mod favour^ 
able light. They have not been fpendthrifts* 
They:have pbferved common honcfty in their 
flealings. They have felddm omitted their 
iforms of devotion at the returns of night 

{d) Heb. iii. 13* 
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and of morning. They have attended 
public worfliip, and even the facrament, with 
decent frequency. But let every perfon of 
this dercription anfwer to himfe(f a fliort 
queflion : Where has your heart Ueen fixed ? 
On the next world, or on this ? Your anfwer 
will tell you that, if you die in your prefent 
"ftate, your. condemnation is certain and juft. 
Others make pleafures and amufements their 
idols. They conceive that,becaufe they are un- 
der no pecuniary ncceflky .of addiding thera- 
lelves to bufinefs, they need not difappoint their 
inclinations. They do not mean, they profefs, 
to live wickedly : but .they, think that they 
have a right to entertain themfelves. Amufe- 
ments accordingly conilitute their leading 
purfuit. Hounds and Jiorfep, or other fports 
of the field ; or public place^ and unprofitable 
yifiting and the indolent perufal.of trifling and 
tininftrudive books, take pofleffion of their 
time arid';their thoughts. The amufements 
which each perfon felcds for himfelf depend 
on his fituation, and other accidental circum- 
ilances. But of all fuch perfons, amufement, 
whatever (hape it may aflume, is the object. 
And becaufe they follow fuch amufements as 
are not in their own nature necefl!ariIyTinful j 
and becaufe they are not regardleG of the 
forms of devotion, and fome other outward 
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duties of religion; they^flattex:, therafelyef,. 
that they are fufficiently goodChriftians. Blat, 
let fuch perfons alfo be afked: ..Where \\^%\ 
your heart been fixed ? Can you thi-uk that 
the life which you hi^ye led has been to live 
unto God and unto Chrift ? Has your life 
been that of a man who feeks drft the king* 
dom of God and Ws ri^hteoufnefs ? The^per- 
fons who were previoufly defcribed perifh by 
the cares and the riches of the world. You pe- 
rifh by its idlenefs and its pleafures. Induftry, 
grounded on Ghriftian motives, and governed 
by Chriftian rules, is not only not a fin, but 
an abfolute duty. Recj'eations, innocent in 
their nature, and moderate in degree, are at 
proper times beneficial and neceflary. But if 
either the acquifition of money, or the purfuit 
of amufement, be the leading objedl of your 
thoughts and whlies, the ruHng principle of 
your heart : ceafe to imagine that you arc 
religious ; anticipate the condemnation which 
awaits you, 1 dwell not on other idols. 
What though power and learning, and repu- 
tation, have alfo their worfliippers ? Is the 
idolatry of another man a vindication of 
you^s ? God acknowledges none as his fer- 
vants, except thofe whofe predominant defire 
and delight is to promote his glory and obey 
P 3 hi& 
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his commandments. To no others does he 
promife pardon and ^raqe aod falvatioa 
through 'Jefus Chrift. Pcceivc yourfelf no 
longer. Lean no longer on a brpken reed« 
Away with ever excufe for^delaying.to refiga 
your whole heart to your Redeemer. Some 
ekcufes may be more abfurd, fome may be 
more prefumptuous, than ol;tier8f But if 
you truft to any exct^fe whatever, you will 
fall into everlafting condemnationf 
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SERMON X^ 

On Stedfaftdefs in Obedience to God* 



NUMBERS, XIY. 24. 



Biit my Servant Calebs becaufe he had another 
Spirit with him and hath followed me fully ^ 
him will I bring into the Land. 

'iTHE children of Ifrael, about fifteen mohths 
after their departure from Egypt, were 
now arrived on the borders of the land of 
promife. Mofes, according to the command 
of God, fent forth twelve chofen men, onq 
from each tribe, to examine the country : 
and direfted them to bring accurate informa- 
tion to their brethrfen, whether the foil was 
rich and fruitfol or lean and barren; whether 
the inhabitants were few and feeble, or nu- 
merous and warlike; whether they were 

P 4 dweller* 
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dwellers in tents, or in cities and flrong holds. 
The twelve fpies, after having been engaged 
during forty days in ^executing the commif- 
fion, returned. They delivered a moft fa- 
vourable account of the fertility of the land 
of Canaan, They defcribed. itw.as indeed 
flowing with milk and honey. And among 
other fpecimens of the luxuriance of its pro- 
dudiohs,' they brought with them a clufter of 
grapes fo vaft in fize, that it was carried be- 
tween two of tliem upon a ftaff. But the re- 
mainder of their report filled the camp of If-, 

' rael with alarm. They reprefented the peo- 
ple of Canaan as men of great ftature, fome 
of them even as giants, and as dwelling in 
very large and fortified cities. And ten of 
the fpies vehemently difluaded the Ifraelites 
from attempting to enter the country ; and 
i^verred that its . inhabitants were far too 
mighty to be attacked by them with any hope 
of fuccefs. The other two fpies, Caleb and 
JoAiua, remained firm in dependency upon 
Ood. They protefted againft the impious 
cowardice of their aflbciates. Th^y earneftly 
entreated their countrymen riot to rebel againft 

' the ordinance of the Lord, who had com- 
manded them to go up and take poffeffion 
of the land ; who had promifed to beftow it 
upon them and their children for ever j and 

. 7 who 
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who had proved himfelf able^ by his former' 
glorious dceds.oa their behalf, to crown them 
with vidory over the mod powerful ene**^- 
mies. Their entreaties and exhortations 
were thrown away. The - congregation of' 
Ifrael prepared to ftone to death thefe faithful 
fervants of the Mod High. The divine in-t- 
dignation was awakened. God inftantly de- 
ftroyed the ten fpies who had impelled the 
Ifraelites to tranfgrefs : and pronounced 
this aweful fentence on all among the rebel- 
lious congregation who had attained the age 
of twenty years, that they fhould wander 
until they died in the wildernefs, and fhould • 
never fet their feet on the promifed land. • 
But to his fervants Caleb and Jofliua, who 
had fully followed him in ftedfaft obedience, 
he repeated his gracious aflurance, that they • 
fhould enter into the land, and poflefs it. 

The events, which on this occafion took 
place in the hoft of Ifrael, bear a ftriking re- ' 
femblance to thofe, which at the prefent day 
are frequently feen to occur on the fubjeft of 
religion. We perceive numbers purfuing 
the example of the ten fpies and their difobe- 
dient countrymen. And Tome, through the 
blefling of God, we behold walking in the 
lleps of Caleb and Jofliua. On the conduift 
of perfons of each of thefe two deforiptions 
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I piopofe fisparately to offisribmet&rervation^ : 
and (hall aitenvardft endeavour to. £umi& you^ 
with the means of judging* for yourfdvea 
which of the two clafles of men it will be 
your wifdom to take for your pattern. May. 
the divine grace render what you hear can- 
dudve to your edification ! 

L Let me in the firft place call your atten^^ 
tion to a clafs of men very numerous in the- 
world; men who allow that piety is com^ 
mendable, and even profefs that they are de« 
iirpus of paying what they term a reafon2d>le. 
regard to religion: but, having no true love 
of holinefs in their hearts, are continually tak* 
ing alarm at difficulties, and on the watch to 
raife objedtions. Obferve how nearly- the 
chara£ter and condo£t of fuch perfons refem- 
ble thofe of the ten fpies. The ten fpies ac- 
knowledged the excellence of the land which 
they had fearched. They faid unto Mofes; 
We came unto the land whither thou fenteft us^ 
andfurely itjloweth with milk and honey : and 
thisy added they, while they pointed to the 
figs and the pomegranates and the wonderful 
clufter of grapes, this is the fruit of it. So 
the profeffed Chriflians of whom we fpeak 
are ready to fay : " We know what religion 
^^ is ; we have examined it, and we underftand 

*^ it. 
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^* It We admit that the Scriptures are excel-. 
^' lent books ; and that the gofpel gives, many* 
** admirable dire£tions« We are fully of opi* 
^^ nion that chriftianity is well adapted to. 
^ produce tranquillity and good order^ and; 
*^ honefty, and charitable /a&ions, and other 
** valuable fruits among. men. And we doubt 
^ not that it fecures great rewards in re«- 
^ verfion to all who lead exemplary lives^'* 
On the fpiritual nature of true pi^ty, on the 
intrinfic odioufneis of fin, on the neceflity of 
a radical change of heart, and on other diftin- 
guifhing features of the doSrine which is ac^^ 
cording to godlinefs^ fuch perfons commonly 
are filent. They commend religion, as the 
ten fpies commended the land of Canaan^ 
loudly as to fome particulars, but with va- 
rious objedions in referve : objedions which 
in their cafe weigh, like thofe of the fpiest 
much nptore than all the fubjeds and circum- 
dances of their praife. 

Nevertbelefs^ faid the ten fpies, Neverthelefs 
the land through which we have gone tofearcb 
ity it a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof. The heart now began to unfold itfelf. 
The real difpofition began to produce its na- 
tural effe As upon the condud. Thefe. men had 
00 fure confidence in God. They placed no 
firm reliance on his prbmife of protedion. 
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They pofleffed not that fervent love for him, 
which iills the bofom with a prevailing de- . 
fire to obey him. They fecretly hankered 
after the flefh-pots of Egypt : and did not re- 
gard the promifed land with all its bleflings 
as worthy of being purchafed by the trouble 
and exertions, which were neceflary in order 
to obtain it. Hence they looked around for 
objedions, which might ferve as excttfes for * 
their own difobedience, and might alfo deter 
their countrymen from making the attempt. 
They brought up an evil report on the land 
wbicb they bad fearcbed ; faying^ It is a land 
ivbicb eatctb up tbe tnbabitants tbereof. Thus 
the clafs of profeffed Chriftians now under ' 
confideration, men whofe defire is to live not 
unto Chrift, bu;t unto^hemfelvcs ; men who 
acknowledge the truth of the gofpel,'but love ' 
not the dodrines which it reveals, and ftiH 
lefs the holinefs which it requires ; fuch men 
gladly try to flielter thdr breach of duty by 
bringing up an evil report on a life of godli- 
ne(3, *' The fervice of religion,", they exclaim, 
" is a hard fervice. It is ia fervicc wliich wears 
" away and confumes thofe who engage in it." 
Again ; the fpies proceeded to fet forth and 
to magnify the difficulties which ,muft be fuf- 
tained, and the obftacles which.. muft.be fur- . 
mounted, previoufly to the day when the'. 
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land of Canaan could be fecured. The peo^ 
ple^ faid they, be Jirong^ that dwell in the 
land: and the cities are nvalled and very great. 
We be not able to gQ up againji the people ; for 
they arejironger than we. So thefe nominal 
Chriftians eagerly bring forward into notice, 
and heighten with every extravagance of ex- 
aggeration, the trials which attend a ChriC- 
tian life. They defcribe the temptations, 
againfl. which the Chrillian has to maintain a 
conflid, as almoft irrefiftible. " His duty/* 
they cry, *' Is mod fevere ; his watchfqlneis 
" unremitting ; his labour extreme ; his fuc- 
*' cefs very doubtful, and in appearance nearly 
*' hop^lefs/' And moreover^ continued the 
ipies, wefaw the children of Anak there : there 
we/aw the giants^ thefons of Anak which come 
of the giafits. • " In addition too," exclaim 
the nominal Chriftians, *' to the hardfhips al- 
" ready enumerated as awaiting us in the 
** paths of religion ; we there perceive thofe 
" enemies of happinefs, thofe objeQs of our 
"abhorrence and our dread, obloquy, mortifi- 
** cation and felf-denial. Who," they. de- 
mand, in the language of St. Paul, but in 
a fpirit diredly oppofite to that by which the 
apoftle was governed ; " Who is fufHcient 
" for thefe things ?'' Inwardly averfe to that 
righteoufnefs which' the . Scriptures enjoin ; 
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tliey ftodioufly reprefent it^as tma^tainitbley 
and lab^dur to render it unatceptable. Intedt 
9n framing apologies for declining to de<* 
▼bte themfclves to God j and felicitous to 
Vindicate themfelves by the authority and 
fupport of companions in fin : they fcrupk 
not to delineate the Father of mercies as a 
hard Mailer '; and his fetvice as difiicult and 
toilfome beyond the ability of mAn, and thiire- 
fore, as in forgetfulnefs or contempt of the pro- 
mifed grace of the Holy Spirit they blindly and 
prefumptuoufly pronounce, exceeding in iti 
prefcribed extent the bounds of human duty* 

IL Bnt my fefvant Calebs faith the Lord» 
lad another Spirii with hini^ and hath followed 
mis fully. He Jlilkd the pto'ple before Mofesj 
bndfaidy together with Jofliua ; Let Us go up 
at once and pojfefs the land : for we are well 
able to overcome it. If the Lord delight in us^ 
then he will bring us into the landy and give it 
iis ; a land which floweth with milk andboney* 
Dnly rebel not ye againfi the Lord : neither fear 
ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
for us. Their defence is departed from tbem\ 
and the Lord is with us. Fear them not* Ca- 
leb had no apprehenfions j he looked not 
>round for objeaions j he raifed tip no diffi- 
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culties. Aad why ? Becaufe be followed the 
Lord fully. Ke placed entire eoafidence ift 
Cod- He kaew that whatever <J<pd pro- 
mifed, he was able to perforcn. The ftrong 
people that dwelt In the land, the cities wailed 
and very greats the ions of Anak who iprere 
giaiita, he regarded as uothing. He beheld 
with the eye of faith the Lord of hofts gtang 
before him t6 batde, and caftiBg down dl 
enemies under his feet. His heart was vfukk 
his God. He delighted to obey the divine 
commands. Only rebel not ye cgmnfi the 
Jjord. This was his main deiire both for his 
coimtrymai and for himfelf. To the protec* 
(ion of the God whom he loved, he com^^ 
mil;tedhim(el£ : Confeqnences he left to Om« 
aipotence, His own concern was duty, 
^^ AH the labours, all the fufierings, to which 
*^ it may pleafe my heavenly King to fummoD: 
^^ me, will be lightened by his never-failing 
«« goodnefs, and will be abundantly overpaid 
^^ by his promlfed inheritance*" His heart 
fpoke thus ; and was at reft. 

Through the grace of God, and it is 
throtigh that grace alone, there are' thofe 
among the Chriftians of our own d^ys who 
are animated by the fpirit of Caleb and of 
Jolhua. They follow the Lord fully. Reli- 
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giftri is their choice ; hoHnefa their delight. 
Thoroughly convinced of the truth of God, 
ofrthe mercies of redemption, of the glories 
gf.the world to come ; they hefitate not to 
ificounter the toils of Chriftian warfare. 
They are not ignorant of the ftrength of their 
to$itiie&« They are aware that it is fair 
greater than' it !is imagined or reprefented to 
^. by the worldly-minde4 men, who refufe 
\fy, encounter it. ... " We know/' they reply 
to the deceivers who would perfuade them 
tii fhrink tack from the courfe.of duty; 
V*,wekiiow that we have to contend with the 
** flefli a^d the world ; with the corruption of 
tt. our own hearts; with your evil cuftoms, 
your feoffs and your fnares ; with Satan and 
*' his angels, the principalities and powers of 
^ ^arkncfs. But we are ready to fet the' 
^* battle in array. We are ready to go forth 
" in the name of our God. Mightier -is he 
** that is with us than they that are againft 
*?: usi His ftrength is perfedted in our weak-* 
" nefs. His grace is fufficient for us: and 
"• is able to make us more than conquerors 
" through him that loved us, even through 
•' Jefus Chrift " 

III. You are now acquainted with the di&r- 
cnt fpirit of two different claffes of perfons to 
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bfe fotibd among modem Chriftians. Which 
of the two do you judge to be in the right ? 
Which of the two do you efteem the wifer ? 
Come and let us redfin together on this fubjed# 
The Ifraelites were diredted to fearch out and 
eximihe the land of Canaan by means of 
their fpies, before they fliould attempt to take 
pofleffion of it. In the fame manner Chrift 
admdhi{hes thofe, who are dcfircus of be- 
cDrtilng his difciples, to Jit down Jirjl and 
count the coft {a). Not that the Ifraelites were 
left at liberty in point of duty to choofe and 
determine for themfelves \/^hether they would 
proceed into Canaan, or hot. Neither are you 
left at liberty in point of duty to determine- 
for yourftlves whethter you will be religious 
or not. The Ifraelites wete commanded to 
proceed into Canaan, an'd you are comrqanded 
to be religious, iTnder pain of the wrath of, 
almighty God. Why then are you requited 
to fit Gowh and count the coft of being reli- 
gious ? For the fame reafon for which the 
Ifraelites were inftru£ted lo fearch out the land 
of Canaan : namely, that through the pro- 
mifed affiftance of tUmJrom whom is the prcr 
paraiion of the heart (^), you may prepare 
your minds beforehand for the talk which you 

\a) Luke, xm 18-33. {h) Prov. ivi. l. 
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have to perform ; and may thoroughly under- 
ftand the grcatnefs of the promifed reward. 

Do not imagine that for the purpofe, as it 
were, of deluding you into the fervice of reli- 
gion I would reprefent that fervice as eafy. 
Whatever may be the bleffings, prefent or fu- 
ture which It may hold forth; unqueftionably it 
abounds with difficulties, and requires conftant 
and laborious exertion. And what valuable 
purfuit is there which does not ? But wdth re- 
fpe£t to every valuable purfuit the decifive 
queftion is not whether difficulties and facri- 
fices are to be expefted: but whether there be 
folid ground for trading that the difficulties and 
facrifices will be compenfated by the attain* 
ment of the objefl: which you purfue. The 
hulbandman cheerfully gives up his time and 
eafe, and fubmits to watchfulnefs and hard- 
fhip, in cultivating his fields : for he hopes 
for an ample retribution in the harveft. The ' 
merchant commits his property to the winds 
and waves, traverfes the ocean, faces the vi- 
ciffitudes of climates, recoils not from fatigue 
and danger, from fufpenfe and anxiety : for 
.he Jooks forward to a cargo, which (hall 
abundantly remunerate his labours. Confidcr 
whether the rewards, which religion enfures 
to her followers, are proportionate to the 
nature of the fervice which (he demands. But 
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beware of eftimating among hardfhips injunc- 
tions which are blcffings. 

What then are the difiiculties and facrifices 
to which you muft fubmit, if you would be 
fervants of religion ? " There are many 
" things," you reply, " many things rooted 
** in our nature, and dear to flefti and blood, 
" which we muft renounce.'* What muft 
you renounce? " We muft renounce out 
" evil paflions ; as pride, anger, fretfulnefs, 
" envy, revenge.** And is this a grievous 
facrifice ? Will anger make you happy ? Will 
fretfulnefs make you happy ? Will pride, or 
envy, or revenge, make you happy ? When 
you have indulged any of thefe wicked tem-^ 
pers, does the recoUedion of them difFufe' 
comfort over your bofom ? Can you ferioufly 
fay ; •* As I wiQi to be happy to-morrow, I 
*' therefore hope that to-morrow I fhall be 
*' adtuated by paflion, that I (hall be fretful, 
" and proud, and envious, and revengeful ?*" 
Can you ferioufly fay, that you believe mea 
of fuch difpofitions to be more happy than .^ 
thofe, whom religion has rendered mild, eon- 
tented, humble, rejoicing in the profperity of 
others, replete with kindnefs, compaflioot and 
forgivenefs ? Your own hearts tell you that 
the real facrifice is not to renounce thef^ 
Qji tempcr^^ 
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tempers, but to retain them : that their fer- 
vice, not that of religion, is the hard fcr- 
vice. 

Let us proceed in our examination. What 
more docs religion require you to renounce ? 
" She requires us to renounce intemperance, 
" an^ other fenfual pleafures.'* And are thefe 
grievous facrifices? Compare the gratification 
which the finner obtains from his brutal in* 
dulgences with the prefent bleffings which he 
lofes by them. Take drunkennefs for an ex- 
ample. Does the drunkard derive as large 
an amount of pleafure from drunkennefs, as 
the temperate man from temperance ? Con* 
template the drunkard drenching himfelf in 
the poifon which is fecretly, deftroying him ; 
rqaring out curfes in the midft of compa- 
nions like himfelf; and joining in their pro- 
fane fongs and licentious merriment. Fol- 
low him to his home, to the wife and chil- 
dren whom perhaps he ftarves : fee them 
terrified by his fury, or funk in anguifti by his 
guilt. Vifit him the fucceeding morning. 
Behold his reddened eyes, his bloated vifage, 
his trembling hands, his liftlefs and languid 
frame. Behold him racked with remorfe 
for the fins of the paft evening ; or in a ftate 
infinitely more pitiable, utterly infenfible of 
them, and prepared for the next opportunity 
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\ ^ 

ot repeating his iniquity. No^ turn to the 
man whom religion renders temperate. Ob- 
ferve his ferene brow, the emblem of a peace- 
ful bofom. Mark the healthinefs of his 
countenancei the alacrity of his ftep, See 
him prefiing forward with cheerful induftry 
the bufinefs'of the day. See his family in 
tranquillity, and comfort, and harmony around 
him. Judge for yourfeif, whether the foa 
of temperance or the drunkard be the happier 
man. Compare thus in detail the man who 
abandons himfelf to any other unlawful gra- 
tification with his neighbour whom the fear 
of God prcferves from that fin : and the con- 
clufion will be no lefs clearly in favour of 
religion. You \yill again difcover that to be, 
wicked requires the real facrifice ; that the 
hard lervice is the feryice of guilt. 

What more have you to object to the ways 
of religion ? ** Wie are commanded to believe 
*• every dodlrine which is declared in the 
*' fcriptures ; and to pradife every duty 
** which they enjoin.'* And do you place 
thefe obligations in the catalogue of hard- 
fhips ? Is it a hardfhip to believe the word 
of the God of truth ? Is it a hardfhip to obey 
the commandments of a wife and holy and 
merciful father : commandments all of them 
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offuch a nature that, as you have already 
been cpnftrained to acknowledge, in propor- 
tion to your obedience to them will be your 
prefent happinefs ? " But our aflent is re- 
^' quired to do£lrines which we cannot fa- 
?* thom," Can you explain the growth of a 
blade of grafs ? Do you e^peiJi then to fa-* 
them the nature and the counfels of the God- 
head ? * "But religion makes no allowances, 

. ?* She profcribes even little and venial fins." 
Whence have you learned that any fin is 
little? Whence have you learned that any 
aft of rebellion agairift God is venial? Do 
human laws allow petty thefts, petty frauds, 
petty outrages ? Do not you know that petty 
thefts, if unchaftifed, advance to burglariest 
petty frauds to forgeries, petty outrages to 

, murder ? How fhall religion fecure you from 
the blacked enormities otherwife than by 
prohibiting the firft rudiments of guilt? 
How fhall the perfedt hplinefs of the Deity 
tolerate the flighteft infradion of his righte^ 
pus law ? . ^* But Chriftianity calls us to con- 
" ftant waichfulnef§ and prayer !" Thofe 
duties then you account hardftips I You ac- 
count it a hardfhip to be obliged conftantly to 
watch againft fins, which you know will 
make you miferabk even in this world : and 
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a hardfliip to be reiquired to be conftant in 
prayer to God, by whom alone your watch- 
fulnefs cart be rendered fuccefsful, from whom 
alone flows every bleffing which you enjoy, 
Thefe duties, did you poflefs any true wif* 
dom, you would range among your bleffings. 
Would you be prefcrved from the deepeft 
fnares and the ftrongeft chains of iniquity? 
Watchfulnefs agamft temptation is indifpen- 
fable. Prayer, more efpecially, is your moft 
valuable privilege. For, though a religious 
life brings no hardftilps ; it is attended with 
difficulties naturally unfurmountable by man. 
It is an unceafiing ftruggle againft fin and the 
author of fin. It is a continual mortification 
of corrupt appetites, a conftant denial of 
felfiOi paffions. It is a warfare to which of 
yourfelves you are utterly unequal. How 
great a bleffing is it to be permitted at all times 
to apply by prayer to that almighty Prote<£lor, 
who alone can give you the vidory, who is 
ever ready to hear the fupplications of his 
peopl 



f 



Thus then is it evident that the region of 
guilt is the land that fatetb up the inhabits 
ants thereof. Thus is it evident, on a juft 
comparifon, that godtinefs has the promife of 
the life which now is. How much more has 
0^ it 
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it the exclufiye promife of that which u ta 
com (r)/ Here you behold the grand fupe* 
riority of religion. Here ypu behold the 
everlafting triumph of the righteous. How- 
ever diftreiTed may bt his fituation in this 
world ; however real and however great may 
be the facrifices, however coqtinual and fe- 
vere the mortification and felf-demal, to 
which religion binds him to fubinit ; he re- 
pofes with full confidence on his God. He 
looks foward beyond the grave j and ex- 
claims with the apoftle, My light (ffliSions^ 
which arc hut for a moment^ work for me an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory [d). He 
Icnows that, as long as he remains in the flefli, 
he is liable to fall ; that if he forfakes his 
Redeemer he fhall be a caft-away. .But he 
walks humbly with his God, andtnerefore 
' leans upon his mercy : he keeps his holy 
commandments, and therefore relies upon the 
continuance of his preferving grace. Would 
you attain to thefe glorious hopes, before 
Which the world and its brighteft profpeds 
fade away: to this peace of foul, the delight 
of which they only who have felt it caa 
comprehend ? Follow the Lord fully. Re- 
member theexarnple of the rebellidus IC- 

{c) 1 Tim. iv. 8. (</) 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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raclites who liftened to the ten unfaithful fpics 
and that of the two ftedfaft followers of God. 
As truly as 1 Hve^ faith tbt Lord,, I willfurcly 
do it unto all this evil congregation that are 
gathered together againji me : in this wilder^ 
nefs theyjhall be confumedy and there they pall 
die. As truly as 1 live^ fo will I do to you 
who have murmured againji me. Tour car^ 
cafes Jhall fall in this wildernefs. Doubtlefs ye 
Jball not come into the land^ fave Caleb and 
yojbua. My fervant Caleb,, becaufe he had 
another fpirit with him^ and hath followed me 
fully ; him will I bring into the land. The 
decree was pundually fulfilled. The tea 
fpies were inftantly ftruck with death. The 
whole rebellious congregation, one man after 
another, was con fumed in the courfe of 
nearly forty years fpent in wanderings in the 
wildernefs. But after the expiration of that 
period their children and defcendentSv under 
the command of Jofliua, who was alfifted by 
his faithful friend Caleb, entered the hind 
of Canaan and took pofleflion of it. They 
believed in God : and he drove out. and de- 
ftroyed their enemies. 

^' But was not Caleb," you enquire, ** by 
*^ this time declining into the vale of years, 
•^ and incapable of enjoying the promifed 
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^* heritage ?*' When God promifes, fear not 
left the performance fhould prove delufion. 
Hear this ftedfaft fervant of the Lord, when 
he had now employed feveral years after his 
arrival in Canaan in combats for the eftablifh- 
ment of his brethren in their allotments 
ftating his own claim before Jofhua. > Thou 
hnoweji the thing that the Lord /aid unto Mofer^ 
the man of God^ concerning me and thee in 
Kadejljbarnea. And Mofesfware on that day^^ 
faying ; Surely the land whereon thy feet have 
trodden fhall be thine inheritance^ and thy chil-^ 
drens for ever : hecaufe thou boji wholly foU 
lowed the Lord thy God. And now ^ behold^ 
the Lord hath kept me alive ^ as hefam^ tbefe 
forty and five years ^ evenftnce the LordJ^ake 
this word unto Mofes^ while the children of 
Ifracl wandered in the wildernefs. And nonv^ 
lo^ lam this day fourf core and five years old*. 
As yet i am asfirong this day as I was in the 
day that Mofes fent me : as my firengtb was 
then^ even fo is my firength now for war* 
Now therefore give me this mountain^ whereof 
the Lordfpdk^ if^ that day (for thou heardt/l 
in that day bow the Anakims were there^ and]^ 
that the cities were great and fenced) : if the 
LordiJ^ill be with me^ then I fisall be able to 
drive them outy as the Lordfaid. And Jo/bua 
bleffed htm. {e) : and according to the promife 

(^) Jofhua, xiv. 6—14.. xv. 13, 14. 
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of Mofes aifigned to him the mountain and 
city of Hebron, which were inhabited by 
thofe giants, the fons of Anak, at the name 
of whom the whole congregation of Ifrael 
had trembled : and the Lord was with Caleb ; 
and he utterly deftroyed them. The words 
of the Lord will be fulfilled as pundually with 
refpe<9: to you. The wicked Jball go away 
into everlajiing punijbment } hut the righteous 
into life eternal [f). If the gofpel is preached 
Xo you in vain j if your lives are not lives of 
fait!h and holinefs through Chrift : you will 
perifh everlaftingly, where the worm dieth 
not and the fire is never quenched. I'he/e are 
the truefayings of God. If you have another 
fpirit with you, even that new fpirit which is 
created in the heart by the eternal Spirit of 
fandiiication ; if you follow the Lord fully 
in godlinefs, and humility, and" prayer, and 
perfeverance unto the end : the inheritance of 
the fpiritual Canaan, the kingdom of heaven, 
will be yours, by the blood of Jefus, for ever^ 

(/) Matuxxv. 46. 
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SERMON XL 

On the Charader of Naaman. 



2 KINGS,. V. 2, 3. 



7*be Syrians bad gone cut by Companies^ and bad 
brought away captive out of Ifrael a little 
Maid ; andjlje waited on Naaman s Wife. 
Andfoefaid unto her Mijlrefs ; Would God 
viy Lord were with tbe Prophet that is iu 
Samaria :fof be would recover him of bis Lm^ 
profy I 

nPHAT the name of God might be glori- 
fied among the heathen was one of the 
leading purpofes, for the furtherance of which 
the children of Ifrael were feleded to become 
a peculiar people to the Moft High, In the 
vidories which from age to age have attended 
the ftandard of the crofs, this plan of mercy 
has advanced many fteps towards its comple- 
tion. In the univerfal triumphs which await 
Chriftidnity, when the converfion and re- 
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eilablifhmerif of the Jews fliall bring tlie ful- 
neft of the Gentiles into the church, it will re-* 
ceive its perfe<St accomplilhment. But during 
the whole period of the Mofaic covenant j from 
the day when the magicians faid unto Pha- 
raoh, This is thejingcr of God ^ to the moment 
when the Roman centurion Exclaimed, Truly 
this Man was the Son of God: the delixrer- 
ances miraculoufly wrought amidft the chdfenr 
race fliook fucceflive kingdoms and genera- 
tions of unbelievers with terror ; and con- 
curred with the confpicuous purity of the 
Jewilh religion to extort from reluctant ido- 
laters the tribute of praife to Jehovah. . . 

In the narrative of which the portion df 
Scripture already recited forms a part, we 
perceive the Omnipotent gaining to himfelf 
from among the heathen an acquifition which 
his mercy never defpifes, the acqiiifition bf 
a faithful worlhipper. I propofe, in the fit-ft 
place, to ftate and briefly to illuftrate the cir- 
cumftance3 of the tranfadion : and, in the 
fecond place, to point out fome of the me- 
thods, in v^hich we may derive benefit from 
the conlideration of them. 

I. The klogdom ti Syria bordered upon 
Ifrael. In confequence of difputes refpetfting 
their bourjidaries and various other caufcs, there 
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arofe frequent wars between the two nations. 
About the time of which we arc^ fpeaking, 
fome troops of Syrians had efFedted a fucceflP- 
ful incurfion into the land of Ifrael : and> 
according to the cruel cufiom of thofe days, 
had carried back with them into captivity 
fuch of the inhabitants as they had been able 
to feize. Among them was a young woman, 
who became a fervant in the family of Naa- 
man. Naaman was captain of the hoft, ge- 
neral of the whole army, of the king of Syria. 
He was a mighty man in valour. He was ajfo 
a great man with his mqjier^ and honour able ; 
hecaufe by him the Lord had given deliver'^ 
ance unto Syria. But in the midft of his 
grandeur and high renown, he was fubje^led 
to a very fevere afflidion. He was infeded 
with the leprofy | a loathfonie diforder not 
uncommon in the Eaft. The Ifraelitifli 
maiden felt compaflion for his diftrefs. Her 
mind, fondly reverting to her native foil, dwell 
on the wonderful works which God had* there; 
wrought by the hand of Elifha. She thought 
that this minifter of heaven, on whofe prayer 
the fon of the Shunaihite had been reftored to 
life, would *bc jcnabled to heal the difeafe of 
her matter. She /aid unto her miftrefs ; Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samarid : for he would recover him of his 
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leprofy. Naaman was informed of her ex- 
prdfions : and fpeedily commencing his jour- 
ney to Samaria, conveyed with him for the 
prophet a prefent of immenfe value; and a 
letter from, the king of Syria to the king of 
Ifrael defiring, in authoritative language, that 
Naaman might be healed. The king of If- 
rael perufed the letter with aftonifhment and 
alarm. He rent bis clothes ^ and faid^ Am I 
God^ to kill and to make alive ; that this man 
doth fend unto me to recover a man of his /r- 
profy f And he concluded that the purpofe of 
the Syrkn ftionarch was to feek a pretence 
for quarrelling and entering into war with 
him. When Eliflia heard the news, he re- 
proved* the king of Ifrael for yielding to fear, 
inftead of humbly confiding in God, who 
was ready to protedl all that put their truft in 
him J and had even then raifed up a prophet 
in Samaria able to cure the leper. Let Naa^ 
man J he Siddedy come 'unto me: and he fball 
know that there is a prophet in IfraeL Naa- 
man accordingly proceeded with his chariot 
«id attendants to the door of Elifha: and 
tjiere received a meflage from the prophet, 
direding him to go and waflx himfelf feven 
times in the river Jordan, and afluring him 
that his leprofy Ihould thus be immediately 
removed. The haughtinefs of Naapian burft 
> into 



Digitized by 



Google 



54^ 0// the CbaraSfer of Nadmah. 

into open fury, when he heard the meflagt. He 
inftantly departed. He confidcred the rivet 
Jordin aiJ utterly contemptible in comparifort 
With the rivers of his own country. HeeJcpefted 
too that the prophet fhould inftanlly have ap- 
peafedbefore him with cettemonious dieferfence: 
and that he fliould have performed the cure 
publrcly in the fight of the people^ and in a 
manner calculated to rendei^ the higheft ho- 
nour to {(5 great a man as the captain df the 
hod of the king of Syria. Naafnan isms 
iJ^rdtb^ and went away^ and faid ; Behold I 
thought ^ be will furely come ont to me^ and 
JiAhd^ and call on the nahe of the Lord hii 
God^ andjlrike bis band over the place ^ and re^ 
cover the ieper. :Are not Abana aM Pharpar; 
rivers ofDamafcus^ better ihan all the kvafers 
of Tfratl? May I not wa/h in them^ and be 
clean ? So be turned^ and went away in a n^e: 
Happy was. it for him that he had fome at- 
tendants of a fpirit different from his own» 
They came near^ and faid unto him ; My fa^^ 
tbcr^ if the propljct bad bid thee do fomi great 
thing : wouldejl thou not have dont It t 
How much rather then^ when he faitb ; 
Wafj and be clean ? Here was thie languagrf 
of reafon and kindnefs. The language of 
rcafon unaccompanied 'by kindnefs will ofteri 
fail of making an impreffion. It has no ef- 
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ftflt on the underftanding, becaufe it touches 
not the heart. The language of kindnefs 
unaflbciated with reafon will frequently be 
unable to perfuade : becaufe though it may 
gain ypon the afiedions, it wants that which 
is neceflary to convince the judgement* 
But let reafon and kindnefs be united in your 
difcourfe; and feldom will even pride or 
prejudice find it eafy to refift. Thus it was 
with Naaman, His pride and prejudices 
yielded at once. He «. went forward to the 
river Jordan ; dipped himfelf feven times j 
and afcended oiit of the water perfedtly healed 
of his difeafe. He haftened back to the pro* 
phet in the fervor of gratitude and piety. He 
was eager to load £li{ha'with collly gifts* 
But Eliflia fought not by healing Naaman 
to enrich himfelf. His obje£t was to promote 
the glory of God, Urged again and agaiia 
with the molt importunate earneftnefs, he 
lleadily refufed to receive a reward. Naaman 
avowed his convidion that the God of Ifrael 
was the God of all the earth : and folemnly 
protefted that from that moment he renounced 
the worfliip of idols, and would adore the true 
God alone. He returned into Syria com- 
pletely changed not in outward appearance 
merely, biit in heart. \ 

Vol. I. R II. I pro- 
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11. I proceed to explain in fome of its 
branched tlje inftruftion to be deduced from 
the hiftory of Naaman. 

I. The power of the Deity is confpicu- 
- oufly eKalted, when he accompliflies his 
gracious purpofes by means which are un- 
dervalued or defpifed, Naaraan for a time 
would not bear the idea that a river ,in the 
land of Ifrael, a land which he beheld with 
fcorn, a land which he probably had trampled 
down at the head of his victorious hoft, 
could be the inftrament by which God would 
remove bis Icprofy. Does the New Tefta-*- 
ment fupply no parallel I When Chrift ap* 
peared on earth to fave mankind by his aton- 
ing death and by his (kndlifying doctrine ; all 
the world took offence at him.. To the Jews^ 
he was a ftumbling-block ; to the Greeks^ 
fooliflinefe. The Jews expedted their Re* 
deemer to manifeft himfelf in worldly mag* 
nificence and grandeur j to place himfelf ia 
triumph on the throne of David in Jerufalem ; 
and xo render the people of Ifrael the glory 
and the dread of the whole earth. A Saviour 
who was found in the humbleft ran^ of life ; 
who difclaimed all human dignity and power j, 
•Who fubmitted to be treated as a malefaadiv 
to be put to death upon the crofs ; they were 
too proud and too ignorant to acknowledge* 
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Is not this the Carpenter^ the/on of Mary ? Can 
any good thing come out of Nazareth [a) ? The 
Greeks had fixed their hearts on the oftentatU 
ous fubtlelies which they denominated wifdom. 
They defpifed all dodlrincs which were not 
diftinguifhed by intricate, refined, ^^^ difputa- 
tious learning, and decorated with a parade of 
eloquence. The fimple,pure, and holy gofpel of 
Chrift they regarded as unworthy of the notice 
of informed and cultivated minds* Are humi^ 
lity and difcernment univerfal among onr- 
felves? Even in our own days, the divine 
authority of our crucified Lord is by many 
perfons fcornfully decried : and the jighteous 
inflru£tions and commandments which he 
delivered are rcprefented by blind and pre- 
fumptuous finners as poffeffing no particular 
merit, and as in fome refpedls hard, unrea- 
fonable, and pernicious. To fuch icoffers 
wTiat (hall be our reply ? We reply to them 
in the words addrefled by' Chrift to the un- 
believing Jews : Wifdom is juftified of all her 
children [b\ They who underftand the Chrif- 
tian plan of falvation, they perceive it to be 
the power of God and the wifdom of God. 

2. Obferve, fecondly, that if there be any 
bleffing which you are defirous of obtaining 

(tf) Mark, vi. 3^ John, i. 46. (^) Luke> vii. 3 j. 
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from the hand of God, it muft be fouglit ia 
the manner which he enjoin^. If you feck 
but the fmalleft of his gifts; purfue the ap- 
pointed track : turn not afide to the right 
hand nor to the left. Would you atchieve 
the greateft, ^ven falvation ? Seek it through 
that channel which he has ordained. You 
cannot attain it through any other. Th? 
mercy of God will be exercifed, the grace 
of God will be beftowed, in his own method^ 
and in that only. If you will not ac- 
cept his bounty in the way and under the 
qualifications which he propofes ; you never 
will obtain it. Could not the Omnipotent 
\have removed the leprofy ofNaaman by va- 
rious meaijs ? But the waters of Jordan were 
the inftrument which he thought fit to ap- 
point. If Naaman had obftinately perfevered 
in refufing to make ufe of them ; h5 never 
would have been healed. He might have 
bathed in Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Da- 
mafcus of which he fo highly boafted : he 
might have confulted the moft fkilful phyfi-- 
cians : he might have applied the moft cele- 
brated remedies: he might have praflifed 
every method which his imagination could 
devifc for the recovery of his health : and all 
would have been entirely in vain. He would I 

have remained a diftempered and a miferable 
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objcft, grievous to himfelf, and ofieiifive to 
others : he would have gone down to his 
grave a leper as white as fnow. If you wifh 
to be faved ; remember that you can be faved 
only through Chrift. There is falvation in 
no other. And, if you would he favtd 
through him ; remember that he will be no 
Saviour to you, unlefs thropgh the grace of 
God it be your conftant ftudy and endeavour 
to bfelieve what he has commanded you to 
believe, and to pradtife what he has com- 
manded you to pradife. It is a very afflid:- 
ing. and a very alarming truth, that in moft 
congregations there are many profefled Chrif- 
tians, who will not take Chriftianity as they 
find it in the Scriptures- Puffed np with felf- 
righteoufnefs, or proudly confiding in their 
own imaginations and reafonings, they (hiit 
their eyes againft the plained declarations of 
Jefus Chrift : and frame to themfelves fuch 
ideas- of the divine method of falvation as the 
gofpel not only does not authorife, but pofi- 
tively contradidls. Some men become arro- 
gant and daring enough. to think that they 
have but little occafion for the atoning blood 
and mediation of Chrift : that their lives have 
been in the main fufficiently good: and that 
if God were not to admit them into the 
glories of heaven, their exclufion would 
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fcarcely be lefs than partiality and injuftice# 
Others^ who have not fo far loft the fenfe of 
their owh radical guilt and deep unworthinefs, 
take the gofpel piecemeal. They would be 
furpriffcd and offended, were any doubt ex- 
preffed as to their reverence of the Scriptures* 
But what is the method in which fuch a per- 
fon treats the Scriptures ? Some parts he per- 
peives to accord with the opinions which he 
has formed concerning the duties of religion. 
Thofe he mentions with refpeft. Other parts 
he difcovers to be in a certain degree at va- 
riance with his private fentiments and pre- 
pofleffions. Of them he fpeaks with lefs re- 
gard. " Thefe things," he remarks, ** may 
*^ prove thus, or they may not. It is a very 
'"v doubtful matter. It is probable that we 
^* mifunderftand the paflage ; and that the 
^* true meaning is very different from that 
" which is commonly aifumed." But towards 
other paflages, which are abfolutely irreconcir 
lable with fome favourite prejudice of his own, 
he ufes no ceremony or moderation. " This 
■ ' polition," he pronounces at once, *' cannot 
** be. This precept is intolerable. To follow 
** this diredion is impoffible : and to attempt 
*' to follow it would not only be ineffeflual, 
" but would be to expofe myfclf to continual 
" difad vantages, mortification, and ridicule. 
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It clearly was never iDtended that in the 
prefent ftate of the world we fhould ob- 
*^ ferve thefe rules. At leaft it is very evi- 
" dent that we need not be at all ftri<ft as 
** to the obfervancc of them." He proceeds 
in the lame manner with refpe^ to dodrines : 
and fuch as do not fatisfy his preconceptions, 
and coincide with hi« theories, he makes no 
fcruple of negleding, nor of explaining away, 
nor even of openly denying. Now one part of 
the charadQrof agood man, as.it is delineated 
in the Scriptures, is to walk humbly with his 
God. Do fuch perfons walk humbly with' 
their God ? Is not their condudl the counter* 
part of that of Naaman, while his mind was 
cnflaved by pride ? A part of the meafures ne- 
ceflary for his cure he was willing to adopt. He 
did not hefitate to undertake a journey even as 
far as Samaria to the prophet. But when he was 
direded to proceed to the river Jordan, aud 
waflihimfelf inthe dream; he immediatdy re- 
belled. He thought thediredion unreafonable, 
abfurd, and degrading ; and refufed to pay any 
regard to it. My brethren ! Be aflured that the 
whole of the Scriptures is the word of God, 
If it is your duty to obey one part, it is your 
duty to obey ev^ry part. And thpfe perfons 
. who prefumptuoufly take upon themfelves 
to feparate thofe things which God has 
R 4 joined 
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joined together; to detach and feledt, from 
the facred writings fome do^rines, and fome 
precepts, as proper to be received, and to re- 
jeiSt others as unworthy of God and not de- 
figned to be binding upon man ; arc in the 
utmoft danger of finding themfelves at the 
day of judgement as fatally difappointcd of 
falvatipn, as Naaraan would have found himrs 
felf difappointed of a cure, if he had perfe-r 
vered in refuling to depart and dip hi(pfelf 
feven times in Jordan. 

3.' Receive inftrudion, in Jthc next place, 
from the unfeigned repentance, and pious 
gratitude of Naaman. He came in hafte 
from the river, and prefented himfelf before 
the prophet. He openly acknowledged thai 
there was no God but the God of IfraeL 
He folemnly renounced the idolatrous ^or* 
fliip to which he had been accqftomed ; and 
declared that from that moment he would 
adore the true God and Himonly. He who 
had fo lately regarded with contempt all the 
waters of Canaan ; now humbly requeftcd 
permiflion to carry back with him into his 
own country two mules' burthen of earth from 
the laud of Ifrael, that he might raife with it 
in Syria an altar tojehovah. You have inherited 
a corrupt nature, infedled with a difeafe far 
more loathfpme, far inore dangerous, than 

that 
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that of Naaman ; infefted with fin, the le- 
profy of the heart. How may you be pre- 
ferved frorti the mortal effe£ts of your ma- 
lady ? By one method only : by a- method 
analogous to that by which Naaman was 
healed : by flying for help to the great pro- 
phet of Ifraet',- Jefus ChrHl the Lord. He ■ 
has opened in his gofpel a fountain for the 
wafhing away of guilt. He has made atone- 
ment for fin by the fliedding of his own 
blood. He promifes pardon to every peni- 
tent. He promifes to his followers the aid 
of all-fufficient grace. He invites, he exhorts 
you to accept deliverance, to be cleanfed, to 
be made whole. Have you hitherto defpifed 
the call ? Naaman gave ear to the counfel of 
his.fervants. We 2iXe our/elves your fervants 
for Jefus' s fake. Now then we are ambaffadors 
for Cbri/iy as though God did befeech you by 
U^. JVe pray you in ChriJFs Jlead ; be ye rr- 
fpHciled to God (c). Or do you profefs that 
you have already liftened to your Saviour's 
voice, and known the riches of his redeeming 
Jove ? We befeech you then that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain [d\ The change in 
fslaaman was total. And what faith the apof- 
tie ? If any man be in Chrifl^ he is a new 
creature. \ Old things are paffed away : behold 

(c) 2 Cor. iv. 5. V. 20. . (il) 2 Cor- vi. I. 
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all things are become new {e\ Art thou, like 
l^aaman, purified from unbelief, from pride^ 
from hardnefs of heart? Haft thou renounced, 
like Naaraan, thy former idols ? Like Naa- 
man,j haft thou dedicated thyfelf to the living 
God? Like Naaman, doft'thou refpedl and 
love thofe obje&s, which h^etofore thou 
coritemnedft; the commands of God, the 
ordinances of God, the altar of God, the 
fervants of God ? If thou wouldeft knovir thy 
real ftate, turn not away from fearching 
queftions. Does confcience conftrain thee to 
filence ? Does ; thy heart fecretly delight in 
the purfuits of the old Adam ? This Syrian 
fhall rife up in the day of judgement and 
fliall cohdemn thee. The leprofy ftill 
cleaveth unto thee. Fly to the fountain of 
living waters^ the fountain thai Is opened for 
ftn and uncleannefs^ the fountain that comet b 
forth of the boufe of the Lord (/) ; left thy 
leprofy cleave unto thee for ever. 

4. Finally, let Naaman admonifti you to 
tendernefs of confcience. In this thing the 
Lord pardon thyfervant ; that when my mafer 
goeth Into the.houfe of Rlmmon to worfhlp 
there^ and he leaneth on my handy and I low 
myfelfln the houfe of Rlmmon ; when I bow 

(^) 2 Cor. V. 17. (/) Jer. il. 13, Joel, iii. 18. 

Zech. xili. i. 
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Jown mjfelfin the bouft ofRimmoriy the Jjord 
pardon tbyfervant in this thing. 

It is not a little lingular, that thefe words 
of Naaman, which originated in a fcrupulous 
defireto avoid every degree of offence againft 
God, fliould have been interpreted into an 
application for a licenfe to commit idolatry. 
It is ftill more extraordinary that the reply 
of Elifha, Go in peace^ fhould have been re- 
garded as an aflent to fuch a requeft. As 
though the Syrian convert, who in the pre- 
ceding moment had foleranly declared that 
he knew that there was no God in all the 
earth but in Ifrael ; who had fpontaneoufly 
averred that he would thenceforth offer nei- 
ther biirnt-ofFering nor facrificc unto other 
gods, but unto Jehovah alone ; would in- 
ftantly folicit permifTion to worlhip an idol I 
As though the prophet of the Moft High 
would have been feduced^from his allegiance 
by a worldly fear of dealing too ftridly with 
fo recent and fo dignified a profelyte, to coun- 
tenance and fandion a crime which it was 
the objea of his life to oppofe (^) ! As 
though he would not inftantly have replied : 
Ihy heart is not right in the fight of God. 

(^) See in particular the indignant boldncfs with which he 
reproved his own idolatrous fovercign. 2 Kings, iii. I. 3» 

'""■ ' ■ mat 
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What fellowjbip hath rtghteoufnefs with un^ 
rigbteoufnefs ? What communion bath light 
with darkncfs ? What agreement bath God 
with idols ? Repent 4beref ore of this thy wicked-- 
nefs; and pray to God^ if perhaps the thought 
of thine heart may be forgiven thee [b). The 
cotnmiflion of idolatry entered not into the 
" imagination of Naaman or Eliftia. The of- 
fice which Naaman held in his own country 
required that at certain feafoRS he fhould at* 
tend his.mafterto the Temple of the Syrian 
deity Rimmon. On fhofe occaTions the king 
leaned upon Naaman. This apparently trifling 
circumftance is recorded, we prefume, as an 
explanation of the whole tranfadJion. How 
could the king bow down before his God, 
vnlefs Naaman, on whom he leaned, fhould 
bend himfelf forward alfo ? But when Naa- 
man had difcontinued his former facrifice to 
Rimmon, and to every other idol ; when he 
publickly profefled another faith, the ex- 
clulive belief of another God ; when he 
publickly offered up his facrifices to Jehovah 
on the altar conftrufted with the foil, which 
he had openly brought for that efpecial pur* 
pofe from the land of Ifrael : was it poffible 
that the aft of his bending forward merely 
in avowed accommodation to his mafter, who 

(A)A6U, viii. 21,2 2, 2Cor. vi. 14—16. 
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leaned upon him, could be deemed an a€k of 
homage to Rimmon, a participation in the 
crime of idolatry ? Naaman, however was 
not without apprehenfions that it might not 
be lawful on any account, and under any cir- 
cumftances, to adopt in the temple of an idol 
a poflure fimilar to that, which others cm- 
ployed as a fign of reverence; And while 
he expreffed his hopes that the proceeding 
which he had defcribed would not be offen- 
(ive to God ; he exprefled thdni with en- 
quiring folicitude, and with evident tokens 
of deference to the prophet's expeded deter- 
mination. 

Wbatfoeverl faith the apoftle, is not offaitby 
whatfoever is performed without a full per- 
fuafion of its lawfulnefs, is Jin (i). If you 
arc duly folicitous to preferve aconfciencc 
void of offence towards God and towards 
man ; you will turn an inquifitive eye on 
your general condud, and efpecially on thofe 
parts of your proceedings which may bear 
the appearance of evil. The felf-righteous 
feel no fcruples : the carelefs examine none, 
The former have no diifidence j the latter no 
fpirit of inveftigation. But the man of 
the truly Ghriftian temper is the man who 
fearetb always : the man who, becaufe he 

(i) Rom. xiT4 23. 
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feareth always, iti the word of God is pro- 
nounced happy {J) : the man who, becaufe 
he feareth always the corruption of his own 
heart and the deceitfulnefs of fin, fcrutinifes 
his motives, his tempers, his adtions, his ob^ 
jefts : is fufpicious of being biaffed in his 
judgement of right and wrong by prepofleC- 
fions, by incHnation, by cuftom, by intercft, 
by a defire to pleafe men, by erroneous ex- 
pedlations of forwarding the glory of God: 
and being forewarned by the remembrance 
of pad incautioufnefs, of paft miftake8> 
of paft tranfgreffions, proceeds not with 
carelefs precipitation, decides not according 
to firft appearances, but ftriilly examines, 
his purpofes on every fide, weighs them 
in the balance of the fandluary, meafures 
them by the ftandard of righteoufnefs, 
notes every defeft, every aberration ; and 
changes his plans and defifts from his under- 
takings, when he can no longer lay his hand 
on his bofom, and affirm according to the 
complete import of the apoftolical injundlion ; 
" In my mind, O Lord, I am fully perfuaded 
" of their redlitude (/§)/* Such, in propor- 
tion to the degree of knowledge attained by 
a convert juft emerging from idolatry, was 
the fpirit of Naaman. Thou, who haft 

(J) Prov. xxviii. 14* (i) Rom. xiv. 5. 
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^ been nurfed up from thy cradle in the artitis of 
Chriftanity ! Is not fuch thy fpirit ? Then 
fliall this Syrian rife up in the day of judge- 
ment, and (hall condemn thee. They Jball 
come from the Eajiiindfrom the W^Ji^ and from 
the North and from the Souths and fh all Jit 
down in the kingdom of God. But the children 
of the kingdom Jball be cqfi into outer dark^ 
nefs (/). There are thofe, faith the Scripture, 
whofc confciences are evil {m). There are 
thofe, whofe confciences are defiled [n\ There 
are thofe, whofe confciences zxt feared with a 
hot iron («). What is the firft ftep towards 
a confcience that is eyil, a coafcience that ^ ia 
defiled, a confcience that is feared ? A care- 
lefs confcience. If through faith in Chrifi thou 
nvilt enter into lifCy keep the commandments [^p\ 
If thou wilt keep the commandments, exercife 
thyfelf?c? have ahji>ays a confcience void of of 
fence [q). Exercife thy confcience in a fcrupu^ 
lous inveftigationof duty ; train it to a quick 
perception andalively abhorrence of guilt; if 
thou wouldeft walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs (r). 

(/) Matt. vlii. II. Luke, xiii. 29. (m) Hcbr. x. 22. 

(fi) Tit. I. 15. [0) I Tim. iv. 2. (p) Matt. xix. 17. 

(g) AffcSy xxiv. 16. (r) Luke, u6. 
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SERMON XIL 

Oq habitual Remembrance of God. 



PSALM xvi. 8. 

ihavefet the Lord always before me. Beoaufc 
He is at my right Handy I Jball not be 
moved^ 

CUCCESS is not the reward of incoAftant 
aims and defultory efforts. When the 
mind is divided^ we lofe fight of our objed. 
When exertipn is interrupted, we recede from 
it. It is the part of wifdom to ' leleft from 
the various objefts prefented to her choice 
that which is the moft worthy of regard ; to 
hold it ftedfaftly in view \ to eherifli the im- 
preffion of its excellence ; to facrifice to it all 
iAferior gratifications ; to purfue it with firm* 
nefs, with ardour, with unabating perfever*- 
ance. 
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la the paflage of holy writ which has been 
recited, the Pfalmift diredls your thoughts to 
the greateft of all beings, the fource of all 
happinefs. By the weight of his own ex- 
ample, by the refuh of his owfi experience, 
he admonilhes you to an habitual remem^ 
brance of God. Of the prophetic import of 
the pafTage { of its ultimate and its moil im-^ 
portant reference to that defcendent of David^ 
who alone among all the generations of men 
kept completely and invariably before his eyes 
the prefence of his Almighty Father ; I fpeak 
not now. Contemplate the words in their 
primary acceptation. Gonteniplate them as 
dcfcriptive of that predominant defire of the 
hejirt of David, which he fervently expreflca 
in almoft every pfalm : a defire whichj not* 
withftanding occafional infirmities and on^ 
moft fignal fcene of tranfgreffion impartially 
recorded in the fcriptures, is proved by the 
extraordinary commendations beftowed upon 
him in the facred writings to have brought 
'forth, through the influence of divine grace, 
the fruits of fai^ and holinefs in his general 
condu<^, and deep felf-abhorrence and ge« 
nuine repentance for the guilt into which he ' 
was betrayed. What was that defire ? To fct 
the Lord his God always before him. What 
was his recompence I That God was on his 
Vol. L . • ' S right 
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right hand as his guardian and friend : that 
God gave him full aflurance that he fliould not 
be moved. 

I. Let us,. in the firft place, enquire what 
it is to fet God always before us. 

Reprefent to yourfelf the proceedings of 
men, who have propofed to themfelves as 
their main purfuit the poffeffion of fome 
worldly attainment. . Obferve in what manner 
they fet their objedt, be it what it may, al- 
ways before their eyes. Contemplate the vo- 
tary of fcience. Behold him abforbed in la*- 
borious refearches; in the inveftigation of 
caufes and effeds; in the conftrudtion of 
theorits, and the explanation of the pheno- 
mena of nature. Behold him day after day 
bending all the powers of his mind to the 
invention and application of mechanifin j to* 
the arrangem.ent and fuperintenderice of ex- 
periments ; to the developement and illuftra- 
tion of philofophical truth. At home and 
abroad ; in cities and in the fields ; in foli- 
tude and in fociety; behold him fieadily 
bearing in mind the objedl, to which he- has 
dedicated his life. Survey the votary of am- 
bition. Behold every nerve, every faculty^ ' 
upon the ftretch to fupplant to undermine or 
to furpafs his rivals, and to attain the dizzy- 

pre- 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



On habitual J^emembrdnce ofOod, ^59 

pre-eminence to, which he arpires. Mark the 
Votary of intereft. Behold him toiling early 
and late j felf-immured in a contraded abode ; 
breathing the unhealthy atmofphere of 
crowded ftreets ; and in his eagernefs to ac- 
cumulate additional wealth, denying himfelf 
the enjoyment of that whic|i he poflefles^ 
Follow the votary of fame. Behold him 
earelefs of repofe, patient of fatigue, fearlefs of 
death. Behold him indifferent i(y feafons to 
climates and to dangers, croillng continents, 
traverfing oceans, facing the bayonet, ftorm^ 
ing the breach.' Widely as thcfe men diflFer^ 
ca<5h frdm the other, as to their purfuits j in 
the leading prificiple of their conduct they 
are perfeSly united. The heart of every 
man is fixed upon his obje£t. His objefl: ia 
ever before his eyes. To his obje£k his time 
is appropriated ; his faculties are devoted ; 
bis indulgences .are facrificed ; his plans are 
made fubfervient. The children of this world 
are in their generation wtfer than the children 
gf light [a). Whofoever thou art, who haft 
chofen the favour of God for thine objedt : 
receive a leflbn from the children of this 
world. Contemplate their ever-wakeful re- 
membrance of the idols which they worfliip: 
and thou wilt difcern what it is to fet the 
Lord thy God always before thee. 

(0^ Luke» xyi. 8. 
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II, Let ua, in the next place, inveftigate the 
didind chara£lersy linder which it is our duty 
to fet the Lord our God before us^ 

I. In refle&ing on the different charaders, 
under which we maiy regard the Deity asF 
having manifefted himfelf towards man ; the 
Brft whkh nacuraUy ilrikea the mind is that 
of Creator. He, made us and aU the world* 
There was a period when this earth was not 
in exiftence ; when there was neither fun 
nor 'moon nor ftar j when neither mankind, 
nor any of the inumerablq tribes of living 
creatures, which hare inhabited and ftiil in- 
habit this world, were in being. God, in his 
unbounded goodnefs, determined to create all 
thc;fe things. He called the earth intabeing, and 
feparated the land from the feas. He faid, Let 
there be light; and there wai light rand he made 
the returns of morning and evening to praife 
him. He created and placed upon the earth 
a countlefs variety of animals, ta dwell on 
the land, in the air, and in the waters, and 
to poflefs the happinefs which he had made 
all, ^ach according to its nature, capable of 
enjoying. And laft of all he created man. 
On man he conferred dominion over all other 
living creatures. On man he fliowered down 
a fuperior meafure of underftanding. Withiii 
man he implai'ited the light of coilfcience. 
And to crown every other gift with one ftill 
9 greater. 
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greater, to man alone he unfolded the prof- 
pe£t of a glorious immortality. - 

If then you deem life a blefSng, remember 
Him who beftowed it* Remember that it 
was the Lord God Almighty who formed 
you from the duft of the ground, and breathed 
into your noftrils the breath of life, fo that 
you became a living foul. Remember that 
your Creator formed you of his own free 
will, of his own unbounded mercy : not be- 
caufe he needed your exiflence ; but in order 
to difplay the riches of his goodaefs, to render 
you 'happy here, to train you* up for bleflcd* 
aefs hereafter. Set the Lord your Creator 
before you. Remember the wonders which 
he has Wrought for you in bringing you into 
the prefent fcene of exiftence, and inviting 
you to look forward to a better. come and 
worjblp^ and bow down and kneel before the 
Lord your Maker [b). From the gracious 
Author of your exiftence withhold not the 
poor tribute of gratitude and love. 

2. In the next place, when you contemplate 
yourfelf as an inhabitant of the earth, and 
turn your thoughts to the Supreme Being,; 
you cannot fail to .recognife Him as your 
Preferver. To what caufe is it owing that 
,you are at this moment alive ? To what caufe 

(*) Pfalm xcv. 6. 

SJ u. 
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is it owing Aat you have efcape4 the innu^ 
merable fnares^ death, by which you have 
continually been encompafled ? To what 
<;aufe is it owing that you have not been sjf.- 
flidled with feverer fickuefles \ that you do 
not labour un^^r heavier and more nuine.^ 
rous infirmities i that you have not drunl^ 
more frequently and more deeply of the cup 
of diftref? \ Tq the prefwviqg mercy of Qoc|. 
How m^ny p? rfons, whofe conftitution. and 
general ftate of health were in human eftima-f 
lion at leaft as 6rm as your own, have you 
ften fnatched away to the gr^ye ! How many 
have you feen laid on thq bed of lingering 
decay, piaimed and crippled by acci^entsi 
or reduced to mifery by loffes and misfor- 
tunes ! Who has guarded you under fimi* 
lar dangers, and faved you from (imi- 
lar calamities ? God your Preferver. What 
claim had you to this compaflion and gopd* 
aefs at his hand ? Have you performed 
greater deeds in the ferviee of God than 
others? Have you difplayed a more lively 
faith ? Have you manifefted a more devout 
and holy life ? Have you furpafled the reft 
of the world in kindnefs to your fellow- 
crcatjures ? You fix your eyes on the earth, 
and confefs that you advance not any plea 
of fuperiority. Remember then that to the 
3 * loving 
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loving klndnefs of God, unmerited on your 
part, you owe the fecurity which you hkve 
enjoyed from the perils and tribulations, by 
which fo many others have been over- 
whelmed J and the pofleffion of all the com- 
forts, all the happinefs, with which you find 
yourfelf furrounded. Set the Lord your Pre- 
fer ver before you, 

3. Farther, remember God as your Re- 
deemer and your Sandifier. Adam,, by wil- 
ful difobedience, forfeited the ftate of happir 
nefs and immortality for which he was cre- 
ated. His nature became corrupt; and he 
was made fubjefl: to death. You are the 
children of Adam. You have inherited from 
him a corrupt nature alienated from God ; 
and a bodily fr^me which is foon to be turned 
into dull. You have provoked the wrath of 
your Heavenly- Father by offences without 
number. You have continually done thofc 
things which you ought not to have done, 
and left undone thofe things which you 
ought to have done. You have broken his 
laws, difregarded his warnings, and made light 
of his favour. You have fubjeded youri 
felvcs by fpontaneous tranfgreflion to the ever- 
lafting punifhment which he has denounced 
againil finners ; which, during the time 
when you have been committing fms, you 
S 4 knew 
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knew that he had denounced. You had no 
power to avert his vengeance, to fatisfy his 
juftice. . You could not hope to pafs even a 
fingle day unftained by frefti offences againft 
him. But his free mercy has provided for 
yoa the means of deliverance, of forgivencfs, 
of reftoration to the inheritance of heaven. 
God fo loved the world, that he fent his only 
Son Jefus Chrift to redeem it, by making 
atonement for the fins of mankind upon the 
crcfs. Through faith in his blood you may 
receive pardon and peace. Believe in Him 
as your Saviour, and truly repent of your 
fma. So ihall the puniihment which you 
have deferved be turned away, for the fake 
of the fufferings and merits of Jefus Chrift. 
Nor is this the whole extent of his mercy* 
He who in his unbounded compaifion un-^ 
dertook to become a facriiice in your flead ; 
He who now intercedes for you at the 
right-hand of God ; has purchafed for you 
the fandifying influence of the Holy Spi^ 
rit. Though you are proue to evil, and 
imable of yourfelf to withftand temptation i 
the Spirit of God is ready to flrengthen and 
iupport you. Though you have to contend 
againfl the malice and the fnares of the devil 
and his angels \ yet, if with fincerity and fer- 
vency of prayer ypu addrefs yourfelf to God, 

h€ 
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he will enable you to conquer by the grace 
which he will pour into your heart. If you 
depend on yourfelf you are undone for ever : 
but they that truft in the Moft High fhall not 
be coilfounded. 

4. Set the Lord before you as your Sove- 
reign and your Judge. He has ftationed you 
upon earth that you may perform his good 
'pleafure j that you may be put to the proof 
.whether through his offered grace you will 
keep his commandments or no. He has re- 
vealed to you his righteous laws : and he re- 
quires you to love and obey them. He has 
placed the Bible in your hands, that you may 
poflefs a recorded declaration of his will. He 
has appointed two facraments, by one of 
which you are dedicated to his name ; by the 
other you are taught habitually to bear in 
mind your redemption through Jefus Chrift 
his Son. He has eqjoined yoi| to give dili- 
gent attendance on public worfhip, that you 
may unite with your fellow^Chriftians in 
prayers, praifes, and thankfgivings ; that you 
may reverently liften to his holy word ; that 
you may thus have the mercies which you 
have received, the bleffings of which you 
iland in need, and the duties which you are 
to fulfil, perpetually brought to your remem^ 
brance. He has forewarned you that a day i$ 
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approaching, when thk earth 'and all that it 
^oatatns (hall be deftroyed i when throned in 
the clouds of hejiyen apd encircled by angelic 
hof^$t Chrift (hqll return to- fummpn the 
living and the dead to judgement* He h«s 
^jinqpuced to you the fcntence which awairs 
joy againft that dreadful day, accordingly as 
ij^QV ih^ll be found in the number of thofe 
who hjive accepted the gofpej and obeyed 
it from the heart ; or among thofe who have 
i:pinia^ed obftinately or carelefsly in fin. He 
Jha^s apprifedyou that your ftate will then 
he fixed in happinefs or in mifery for ever : 
thjit you wilt be exalted into heaven, into 
glpry and happinefs which fliall never fade 
away; or be caft into hell, the prifon of 
apoftate fpirits, into the lake of fire which is 
the fecond death/ 

III. Suffer me to illuftrate by fome exam- 
ples the duty of fetting Almighty God alivays^ 
at all times, and under all circumftances, be- 
fore you. 

Be it fuppofed that you are profperous* 
Your profperity you owe to God* It is to 
Him, and to Him only, that you are to look 
for the continuance of the whole and of any 
part of your happinefs. It is He who has 
filled your cup with bleffings, and who keeps 

it 



. Digitized by 



Google 



On habitual Remembrance: of God. 267 

it fulK, It is He who ha^ aonfefred fucceft 
pn your induftry and exi^rtiong. It is He 
who has raifed you up friends. It is He who 
has given you caufe to rejoice in. your relai- 
tions and in your children. It is He only 
who can beftow upon you farther mercies ia 
addition to the bleflings which He may per- 
nait you to retain, or in the place of thofc 
which His wifdom may take away. Be 
grateful then for every mark of His Icwingi- 
kindnefs with which you have been favoured; 
Give daily proof that you are fincerely and 
warmly rhankful for His bounties by poflefl^ 
ing them with an humble heart ; and by 
cheerfully employing a large portion of thenx 
for the good of your fellow-creatures. Why 
dqft thou giory? Who maketb thee to differ 
from another? Freely thou hq/l received i 
freely give. Remember the words of the Lord 
Jefus ; how Hefaid^ It is more b^ejfed to give 
than to receive {c). 

But you are encompafled by adverfity and 
aflflidion. Your comforts are curtailed : your 
diligence fails of its reward, Sicknefs preys 
upon your ftrength. The ftroke of death • 
deprives you of near kindred, and even of 
your offspring. Fix your eyes on the Lord 
your God. Remember that no aiBidtion 

(e) I Con iv. 7. Matt. x. 15. Afts, xx. 3 j. 
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OTertakes you without His permiffion. Re* 
member that the events which you now deem 
a calamity, may hereafter prove to have been 
moft conducive to your eternal interefts. Re- 
member that diftrefs and forrow are mercifully 
fent by your Heavenly Father as chaftifements 
for your good in the end. You are by na- 
ture difpofed to dote on the prefent world ; 
and to think little of that which, whether you 
think of it or not, is affuredly to come. If God 
were not pleafed continually to admbnifh you 
by crofles and difappointments, by infirmities 
of body and anxieties of mind, that here you 
are not long to remain, that on earth no 
durable happinefs is to be enjoyed: you 
would difmifs the next life from your 
thoughts; you would forget to work out 
your falvation with fear and trembling j you 
would make no ferious and habitual prepara- 
tion for your appearance before your Judge. 
Confider, what numbers there are, who, in 
contempt of all thefe warnings, fet their hearta 
upon the, prefent world, and negleft and de- 
fpife their God. Confider whether, notwith- 
ftanding all thefe warnings, you are not your- 
felf negleding or defpifing Him. Think then 
to what excefles of careleflhefs and prefump- 
tion you would probably have been carried, 
if i^ch warnings had not been commiflioned 
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perpehially to remind you of your duty. 
Bear your tribulation, whatever it be, patiently* 
Rejoice in it as the appointment of the wif- 
dom and the "^mercy cf God. Rejoice in it 
as a lefTon of faith and. righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs. Are your fufferings and your 
afflictions great ? How little in comparifon of 
your (ins ! Glorify the Lord your Redeemer. 
Look up to Him, truft in Him, and be com- 
forted. 

You are flouriihing in the vigour of youth.' 
Shall the tree withhold from the planter the 
prime of its fruit? When wilt thou fervc 
thy God, if not now ? Doft thou count on 
years to come,' thou who art a paffing fliadow, 
a dew-drop of the morning, a flame which 
an inftant may extinguifh ? / bai'e Jeen the 
young man in great power ^ ofid fpreading 
bimfelf like a green bay- tree. Tet be pajfed 
away^ and /o, be was not: yea I fougbt bim^ 
but be could not be found [d\ Doft thou poft- 
pone the remembrance of thy Creator onto 
the evil days of old age ? Hear then the lan« 
guage of thy thoughts. " O God ! I love 
" Thee not. Power I love : riches I love : 
" pleafure I love. To thefe objeds I have 
** devoted my heart ; to thefe 1 would wil- 
** lingly dedicate my whole life. But on that 

(4/) "it. xxxvii. 35. 
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•* refolution I dare not venture. Though 1 
" love Thee aot ; I am afraid of Thee. I 
*• will therefore take a middle path. The 
** noon of life I give to my darling purfuits* 
•' And when declining years (hjjtll have 
" dripped indulgence of its relifli ; I will 
*^ aflign a portion of my tim^ to Thee." 
Doft thou recoil from fuch bafenefs ? Doft 
thou tremble at fuch ingratitude? Set the 
Lord thy God before thee. Honour Him 
with His own gifts. Confecrate to Him thy 
prefent ftrength. Confecrate to Him the 
beft of thy ftrength. Confecrate to HlA the 
whoie of thy ftrength. Be thoii like a green 
olive-tree in the boufe of God^ that bringetb 

forth its fruit in its feafon [e\ 

But age has already ftaniped il« chafa£ters 
upon thee. Does the ancient tree count on 
length of years ? Does it tefufe to its owner 
the fcanty produce, which it ftill has energy 
to fupply ? Its fummit is bare : its branches 
are faplefs : its trunk is hollow : its toots afe 
decayed. The earlicft blaft may lay it low. 
Even fooner, it may perifh by the fetitence ; 
Cut it down. Why cumberetbit the ground [^f^. 
Planted in the Chriftian church, the garden 

' of God, haft thou been wilfully barren dur- 
ing the fulnefs of thy vigour ; and art thou 

(r) Pf. lii. 8. i. J. {f) Luke, xiii. 7. 
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wilfully barren ftill? Or, if lilthetto pro-^ 
duftiye, doft thou now at length refufe td 
thy God the tribute, which his nurturing 
grace even yet enables thee to offer ? Re- 
member the Lord, thy rock ; and the High 
God, thy Redeemer. ^ Let it fufEce that; 
youth deludes itfelf with diftant profpeds. 
Thou, art about to put off thy tabernacle : the 
time of thy departuiys is at hand.. The night 
cometh: work, while it is called to-day. 
In the grave is no repentance : feck mercy 
while yet it may be found. _^ 

I clofc thefe illuftrations in reminding^ you 
that to fet the Lord conftantly before you is no 
lefs your duty while you are following tlie 
daily bufmefsofyourftationjthanwhileyouare 
employed in public worfliip, in private prayer, 
or in any other fpecial a(9: of religion. Your 
whole life is to be one continued a£l of reli- 
gion. Whatfoever you do^ do all to the glory 
ofGody that God may iti all things be glorified 
through Jefus Chrijl {g\ Thus if you are 
engaged in a mercantile tranfaftion ; reflect 
that God fees your proceedings^, arid the train 
of thought which pafles in your heart. He 
fees whether you demand an ynreafonable 
profit. He fees whether you are defirous of 
impofing on the other party. He fees whe- 

[{) I Cor. X 31. 1 Pet. iv. ii.- ' 
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theryou take pains to conduft yourfclftS^ 
wards the perfbn with whom you are deal-* 
iog, not only with fairnefs and moderation^ 
but alfo with kindnefs. All thefe things He 
fees, and marks them down againft the day of* 
judgement. If you have covenanted to exe* 
. cute a piece of work for an employer ; con- 
fider that the eye of God is fixed upon yoiu 
He obferves whether you perform your un-»- 
dertaking, whatever it be, carefully and 
effedlually, as you would aft under fimilar 
circumftances for yourfelf. He obferves whe- 
ther you honeftly confign to your employer's 
fervice all the time for which he pays you : 
or whether you defraucl him, when you pre- 
fume that you {hall cfcape ^ifcovery, by 
wafting part of it in idlenefs, or by expending 
It on bufinefs of your own. Thefe things he 
obferves ; dnd marks them down againft the 
great day. If you are cultivating your farm } 
if you are felling your articles in the mar* 
ket or in a (hop ; if you are ferving a mafter 
in your daily labour ; if you are managing 
the concerns of your friend or of your coun- 
try : remember that God is contemplating all 
your motives, all your thoughts, all your 
words, all your actions ; and that for all your^ 
motives and thoughts and words and actions 
you will have to render an account at the 
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judge ment-feat of Chrift, when the books Jhall 
be opened and the dead Jhall be judged out of 
thofe things which are written in the books ^ ac* 
wording to their works [b). 

IV, Dire<a your attention to the recom- • 
pence of thole, who fet the Lord always be- 
fore them. The Lord is on their right hand : 
they Jhall not be moved. 

Them that honour me^ faith the Lords Twill , 
honour {i\ If a man love mc^ faith Chrift, 
my Father will love him : aiid we will come 
unto him and make our abode with him (y5). 
The habitual piety of David was recom- 
penfed with the proteftion of his God. The 
habitual piety of a Chriftian fliall nOt receive 
a lefs bounteous reward. The God whom 
he places before his eyes, the Lord his Re- 
deemer whom he ferves with fmglenefs of , 
heart, will-lhelter him from evil, will refcue 
him from danger, will crown him with 
bleffings, will make all things w^ork together 
unto him for good in the end. Becaufe he 
hath fet his love upon me^ therefore will I 
deliver him.^ I will fet him on high^ becaufe 
he hath hiown my name. He Jhall call upon 
Me^ and I will anfwer him-, I will be with 

(A) Rev. XX. 12. [j) I San>. li. 30. (/) John, xlv, 23. 
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bim in trouble. I will deliver him and honour 
him. With long life will I fatisfy him^ and 
Jhew him my falvation (/). 

In the pfalm from which the text is taken^ 
no lefs clearly than in that which has re- 
cently been quoted, a greater than David 
prefents himfelf. / bavefet the Lord always 
before me. Becaufe he is on my right hand^ 
IJball not be moved. Therefore my heart is 
glad^ and my glory rejoiceth : Myfejb alfojhall 
reft in hope. For thou wilt not leave my foul 
in hell: neither wilt thou fuffer thy holy One 
to fee corruption. Thou wilt fjevo me the path 
of life. In thy prefence is fulnefs of joy : and 
at thy right hand are pleafures for evermore. 
In Jefus the Saviour, in the Son of God be- 
come man, in Him who alone was by nature 
without fin, in Him who alone was perfed 
in obedience to the will of his Father j thele 
promifes received a literal accomplifliment. 
His Father fuftained Him in His anguifli. 
His foul fpeedily returned from the abode of 
departed fpirits. His body faw not corrup- 
tion: He afcended, as man, to everlafting 
life, to the prefence of God, to unchangeable 
bleflednefs, to the Mediatorial throne of the 
univerfe. But through the atonement of his 

(/) Pfalm xci. i^— -iG. 
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blood the promifes are fubftantially extended 
to every individual among his faithful fol- 
lowers. The true Chriftian, like his Mafter, 
muft fufFer : but, like his Matter, he looks to 
God, and is fupported. His body muft fee 
corruption. The child of Adam muft bear 
the full penalty of temporal death. He muft^ 
return unto the duft from whence he was • 
taken. He. fhall^j^ to corruption^ Thou art 
my father : to the wormy Thou art my mother 
and my ftjler [jn). Yet his heart is glad and 
his glory rejoiqeth : his flefh alfo fhall reft in 
hope. For though worms dtjiroy this body ; 
yet in his flefb fhall he fee God. For this cor^ 
ruptible foall put on incorruption ; this mortal 
fhall put on immortality {n\ He fhall behold 
the path of life. He (hall hear the voice of 
his Redeemer; " Becaufe I live, thou fhalt 
" live alfo (0)." He floall meet the Lord in 
the air. He (hall afcend to the prcfcnce of 
God. He (hall ftand before the Moft High 
juftified and accepted in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift. He (hall enter into blifs ; into blifs * 
that fadeth not away ; the blifs of angels, to 
whom he is made equal ; the blifs oi the chiU 
dren of God in the light of the glory of God 
and of the Lamb [^p\ He fliall be with 

{til) Job, xvii. 1-4. (ff) Job, xix. 26. i Con xv. 53, 
\q) John, xiv. 19. (/) Luke, xx. 36. Rev. xxi. 23. 
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Chrift, he ihall be for ever with the Lor d| 
and behold his glory, and fee him as he is, 
face to face, at^d be like unto him {q). He 
hath overcome : and he fhall fit with Chrifl 
on His ^hrone, even as Chrift alfo overcame, 
9ind is fet down with His Father on His. 
throne. He fhall reign with Chrifl for ever 
and ever (r). 

{q) John, xii.26* i^vii. ^4. i ThefT. iv. 17. i Johnt iii. 2^ 
f Cor. ziii. i2» (r) Rey. iii. zi* 7x11. 5. a Tim. lu i^« 
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SERMON XIII. 

On the C&araaer of Herod Antipifc 



MARK, vi. 1 6; 



tVhen Bend heard thereof ^ be /aid; It is Johii 
njobom 1 beheaded: be is rifenfrom the dead. 

AT the time of which the Evifagclift is 
fpeaking, the fame of Jefus Chrift had 
diffufed itfelf over the land of Judea. Mul- 
titudes had feen the wonderful works which 
he had perfoi-med* Thbfe who had not feeu 
them had heard of them. The fick whom 
he had healed^ the j)Iindj the deaf^ attd the 
dumb whom he had reftored, filled every 
part of the country with their gratitude and 
praifes. " But who is he," demanded the 
peoplei " by whom thefe figns and wonders 
T 3 •* ar« 
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" arc wrought ?" This queftion was varioufly 
anfwered. Some affirmed our Lord to be the 
promifed Saviour. Others conceived that he 
was one of the ancient prophets returned 
to life. Others imagined that he was 
a mcflenger of God like unto the pro- 
phets of old. But all men plainly difcefned 
that he exercifed powers out of the common 
courfe of nature ; and that he muft have been 
fent upon earth for fome very interefting 
purpofe. Accounts of thefe fingular events 
foon reached the palace of Herod Antipas (^z) j 
and came fo frequently repeated, and fo 
ftrongly confirmed, that it was impoffible not 
to credit them. The king, however, con- 
cluded that the Jews were led aftray by er- 
roneous conjedures refpeding Jefus Chrift ; 
and felt aflured that he was hirafelf able to 
pronounce who this extraordinary perfon was* 
// Is John^ faid he, whom I beheaded. He is 
rife n from the dead. 

Herod, in defiance of the Mofaic law, had 
contraded a marriage with Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip. John the Baptifl, 
whom God had ordained to be a preacher of 
righteoufnefs, and had commiffioned to call 

{a) He was foii to that Herod who is memorable for the 
{laughter of Bethlehem ; and fucceiTor to part of his domi- 
IttO&S. 

every 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



On the CbaraEler of Herod Antipas. 2 79 

every man to repentance, was upright and re- 
folute in the difcharge of his duty ; and would 
not fufFer even his king to commit fo flagrant 
a fin without rebuking him to his face* John 
could not but foreknow the dangers, to which 
he expofed himfelf by his plain-dealing. But 
he difregarded them. He was folicitous to 
be faithful to God : and feeling that folici- 
tude, he felt no other. The event was /ucl^ 
as he had reafon to expeft, Herodias fet 
her heart upon vengeance. She perfuaded 
Herod immediately to throw John into pri- 
fon ; and exerted all her influence to procure 
an order for his death. For fome time her 
machinations were fruitlefs. ' The king would 
not comply. He feared John^ knowing that 
he was a jtiji and holy man : and even yet 
would liften gladly to his preaching, and 
would do many things which he defired. 
But he ftill detained the man of God in prifon. 
The artifices of that abandoned woman at 
length prevailed. She found a convenient time. 
Her daughter pleafed Herod by dancing be- 
fore him on hi^ birth-day : and the king hav- 
ing inadvertently promifed with an oath that 
he would beftow on the young woman what- 
ever recompence fhe (hould afk, (he defired, 
in confcquence of having been prompted by 
T 4 her 
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hei" mother, that the head of John the Bapu 
tift might be delivered to her in a charger. 
The king, though fhocked at the iniquity and 
fcandalouscruelty of therequeft, was afhamed, 
after his public declarations, to refufe it. He 
iflued orders to the executioner. The righte- 
ous man was put to death. And the daugh- 
ter of Herodias carried his head, bleeding as it 
was, to her mother. 

Such is the fummary of this tranfa£lioii> 
I proceed to comment with due particula- 
rity on its -prominent features: and purpofe 
afterwards to lay before you fome obferva- 
tions, which may affift you in applying- the 
hiftory to ydur own improvement. 

L Contemplate in the condu£E of Herod 
and of hrs qrieen the natural progrefs of de-^ 
pravity. Look primarily to Herodias. She 
in the firft place married the brother of her 
former hufband, and while that hufband 
tvas alive. Of £6 flagrant a nature was this 
crime, that if we bad heard nothing far- 
ther, even charity itfelf, which hbpeth all 
things, could not have perfuaded itfelf that 
ihe had finned through ignorance. And 
the remainder of her hiftory precludes all 
palliation of her guilt. She is informed that 
a great prophet, John the Baptift, has pre- 
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Tented himfelf before Herod ; and has charged . 
him, as he values the mercy of God, to put 
her away. What effect has this intelligence ? 
Does (he humble herfelf before her Maker ? 
Does (he bewail her fm in bitternefs of foul I 
Does (he inftantly feparate herfelf from H^- 
rod ? From that moment (he is determined 
on the deftrudlion of the prophet ; and coa- 
tinues with Herod as before* 

What in the mean time is the conduct of He- 
rod ? He defpifes the warning of John, and 
refufes to diflblve his unhallowed marriage- 
He yields to the malignant importunities of 
Herodias, feizes the holy man who has re- 
proved him, and fhuts him up in prifon. Yet 
hardened as he is, he has not arrived at that 
point in the fcale of depravity to which his 
guilty partner has attained. She hefitat^s at 
no crime ; ihe is loft to all feeling, pad all 
compundion. Her heart is feared^ as St# 
Paul exprefles himfelf, with a red-hot Iron. 
But Herod has ftill fome mifgivings of con- 
fcience left. There are yet fome crimes oit 
which he is afraid to venture. Though he 
has imprifoned John, and well knows that he 
has imprifoned the propliet for fpeaking the 
truth and adhering to the path of duty ; he 
ihrinks from the idea of killing him. One 
of the reafons which deters him from con- 

fenting 
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fenting to the murder is his fear left the peo- 
ple of the land, who all believe John to be a 
prophet, fhould rife in arms to avenge his 
death {b\ But it is evident that Herod has 
alfo fcruples of confcience which contribute 
to his reludance. For he has long been 
thoroughly acquainted with the manner of 
life and the condud of John. He has been 
accuftomed to frequent attendance on bis in- 
ftrudlions. He ftill llftens to them at times 
with gladnefs ; and in many refpeds regu- 
lates his own proceedings in conformity to 
the exhortations of th^ prophet. Sunk in 
fin, he trembles in the prefence of holinefs. 
Enflaved to Satan, he reverences the fervant 
of God. " Let thy imprifonment,'* he whif- 
pers to himfelf, " let thy unjuft imprifon- 
" ment fatisfy the queen. Thy blood (hall 
" not be upon my head.** 

The malice of Herodias is unabated. 
The king, it is true, has not yet confented to 
her purpofe : but fhe does not defpair. She 
has already proved herfelf able to perfuade 
him to detain John in prifon ; and fhe hopes 
by feizing fome favourable opportunity, to 
obtain a mandate for his execution. A fa- 
vourable opportunity arrives ; and (lie does 
not let it flip. In a moment of riotous fefti- 
[I) Matt. XIV, 5. 
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vity Herod promlfes to grant her daughter's 
requeft even though it (hould amount, ac- 
cording to his own figurative expreffion, to 
the half of liis kingdom. The young w^o- 
man retires to confult her mother. In her 
abfence behold Herod amufing himfelf with 
conjectures concerning the nature of the re- 
compence which {he will prefer. " Will 
" Ihe demand a jewelled robe ? A fumptuous 
" palace ? The revenues of a city ? The go- 
*^ vernment of a province ?'* ^le knows 
not what is pafling in the mind of Hero- 
dias. He knows not that vanity ind 
pride and avarice and ambition have retired, 
and have relinquiflied the whole heart to re- 
venge. His fpeculations are interrupted by 
the entrance of her daughter. Mirth and 
curiofity fparkle in his eyes. She advances 
Jiraigbtway with bajie. All is filent. She^ 
requires the head of John the Baptift ! She 
requires that it be produced without delay. 
She requires that it be delivered to her ia 
a charger, that her mother may glut herfelf 
with the fpeftacle. How does Herod re- 
ceive the demand ? Does he aver that no pro- 
mife, no oath, can bind him to do that which he 
has no right to do, that which God has forbid- 
den, to commit murder ? Does he reje<3: the 
claim with abhorrence ? Does he puniih 

thofc 
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thofe who urge it ? Herod loves tbepratfe of 
men more than the praife of God. He is ex^ 
eeeding forry wlx6n he hears the requeft of 
the daughter of Herodias. But habits of fin 
have perverted his underftanding, clouded his 
oonfcience, undermined his ftedfaftnefs, en- 
flaved him to falfe fliame. He is perplexed 
by indiftinft fcruples, or pretends to be per- 
plexed by fcruples, refpedting his oath* He 
i^prehends that his nobles will cenfurc him if 
he departs from his word. He immediately 
commiflions the executioner to Kehead Joha 
in the prifon. 

Within no long time afterwards, Herod is 
apprifed of the wonderful adions of Jefus 
Chrift J and of the different opinions which 
men entertain concerning him. His own 
opinion is fpeedily formed* He concludes 
that John the Baptift is reftored to life. 
Whence is this cohclufion ? Whence^ but 
from the remembrance of his guilt, which 
haunts him night and day, and menaces him 
with the fure chaftifement of heaven ? Over- 
whelmed with terror and confternation, he 
concludes that God has undertaken the caufe 
of his fervant ; that God has raifed the mur- 
dered prophet from the grave, and has fent 
him again upon earth armed with the power of - 
working the moftftupendous loirades^that hef 
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^may avenge himfelf on the wretch who det 
pifed his reproof and (hed his innocent blood, 
Jt is John^ he cries, whom I beheaded. He U 
rifen from the dead: and therefore mighty 
woorks do Jhevu forth themfelves in him ! Such 
are the terrors of a wounded confcience ! 

II. Let me add forae obfervations, appli- 
cable to your own conduft, which are fuggeft- 
cd by the hiftory before us. 

I. In the firft place, allow not your- 
felf to be entrapped into fm by the fe- 
licitations and importunities of others, 
not even of your friends and your 
neareft relations, fliould you be unhappy 
enough to perceive tempters among them« 
That you may encounter a tempter in your 
own family, in your children, in the huf- 
band or the wife of your bofom, is not im- 
poffible* You will not be urged, it may be 
prefumed, to procure the imprifonment or the 
murder of another. But were tempters ever 
at a lofs for grounds of temptation ? If you 
are in poverty ; may they not impel you to 
meliorate your condition by depredations oa 
the property of a neighbour : to conceal from 
the owner that which you have found : or to 
excite charity by exaggerated reprefentations 
pf your diftrefs ? Are you moving in a higher 

^ fphere? . 
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fphere ? May they not eafnare you into cap* 
tivity to ambition ? May they not mould you 
into flaves of fafliion ? May they not tranf- 
form you into votaries of worldly praife? 
May they not feduce you into the habit of 
fquandering in diflipatioh that facred talent,, 
time, entrufted to your charge ; while negli- 
gent of the glory of God, and pradically care- 
lefs of falvation, you hurry and flutter acrofs 
the ftage of life, until death fuddenly fliifta 
the fcene, and unveils the judgements of eter- 
nity ? And whether you occupy a lower or a 
higher ftation, may they not encourage youto - 
over-reach an ignorant or a carelefs man in a 
^contrad ; to revenge yourfelf on fome per- 
fon who has offended you, or whom you 
envy, by fpreading a flanderous tale to his 
difadvantage ; to withhold reparation froiA 
thofe whom you have wronged ; to furren- 
der your heart tp things temporal ; to live not 
unto God and Chrift, but unto the world and 
yourfelf? Stand prepared upon the watch- 
towen Obey the Lord Omnipotent, not 
man. JRefift the affaults of the devil, whatever 
be the inftruments which he employs. Away 
WMth fear, with irrefolution, with falfe fhame. 
Be ftrong in the grace of Chrift. Fight the 
goodjigbt of faith. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words : follow not a multitude to do 

evil: 
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evil: and be not ajhamed when it concerneth 
thy foul [c). 

2. Remember, fecondly, that one iin na- 
turally leads to another : that, if you indulge 
in fmall offences, you will be carried head- 
long into greater. You have drawn up the 
flood-gates : and who fhall pronounce where 
the torrent (hall be'ftayed? The whole of 
Herod's guilt flowed from his unlawful mar- 
riage. Obferve him progreflively advancing 
through additional degrees of iniquity. When 
John rebuked him for having married his' 
brother's wife, he difregarded the warning; 
but he oflFered no violence to the prophet, 
and permitted him to retire in fafety. In a 
fhort time, his wrath became hot ; and - 
he feut forth and laid hold on John^ and bound 
him in prifo?i. Speedily afterwards he com- 
pleted the meafure of his crimes, and caufed 
the innocent man to be murdered. How 
frequently doth a fimilar progrefs occur! In 
the humbler ranks of life yo^i fee a man be- 
ginning to be idle, and to negledl his buli- 
nefs. This evil habit grows upon him. His 
time foon hangs heavy upon his hands : and 
he fills it up at the public houfe ; at firil 
going thither fparingly, but ere long, to be 

(//; J TLn. vi. 12. Eph. v. 6. Exod. xxlli. 2. Ecckf. iv. 20. 
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found thtre almoft every day. Now drunk* 
ennefs iS added to idlenefs. Thefe two fins 
fpeediU niake him poor ; and he reforts ta 
diihoneft means of gaining money : venturing 
at firft only upon petty ads of fraud and ra- 
pine ; but prefently growing bolder in 
wickcdnefs, till juftice overtakes him, and he 
finiihes his days in exile or on the gallows* 
The criminal of high life, in the mean time, 
purfues « kindred career, but in a wider and 
a more fplendid circle. He commences with* 
fafhionable extravagance. He fteps forward 
to fafhionable profligacy. He grows har-» 
dened through the deceitfulnefs of fin. He 
becomes abandoned to felfiflinefs, to fenfu^ 
ality, to depravity, to fearleffiiefs of God, 
He lives an object of deteftation ; or dies by 
the hand of the law, by that of a duellift, or 
by his own. Make your ftand through di- 
vine grace againft the beginnings of Jin ; for 
you know not what will be the end thereof. 

3* Thirdly: contemplate the inconfiftency, 
the weaknefs and the corruption of human 
nature. Conclude not, becaufe you have 
been repeatedly enabled by the Holy Spirit 
of God to refift a particular temptation, that 
you may deem yourfelf capable of refiftiiig 
it always. Herod withftood for z, feafon the 
arts and importunities of Herodias. She 

14 waited 
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waited until (he found a convenient time ; re- 
newed the attempt, and fucceeded. The 
great enemy of man, who inftigated this 
aiurderefs and rendered her fuccefsful, is ever 
on the watch to betray you. He is waiting 
for the hour, when you fhall no longer be on 
your guard ; or when you fhall have grieved 
by a recent offence the Spirit of God ; or 
when a concurrence of enfnaring circum- 
ftances^fliall heighten the allurements of fin. 
The birth-day of Herod (hall arrive. Thy 
heart ihall be opened to enticement.. The 
year (hall not revolve without bringing the 
convenient time. Mirth fhall render thee 
thoughtlefs: or forrow fhall bow thee to 
defpondence. Pride fhall inHate thee with 
confidence: or floth fhall indifpofe thee to 
exertion. Then fhall the temptation prefent 
itfelf afrefh : perhaps in its original garb ; 
or, if need be^ in colours more attradlive. 
What I fay unto yoUy I fay unto all; Watch. 
Rejift the devil; and be will fee from you\ 
Be not high-minded ; but fear. IM him that 
tbinketh he fandetb^ take heed left he fall. 
Strive to enter in at the Jirait gate. Strive 
againfi fin : frive according to His workings 
which, worketh in you mightily. Draw nigh 
ta God^ and he will draw nigh to you {d). 

{d) Mark, xiii. 37. James, iv. 7, 8, Romans^ xu to.^ i Cor. 
^. 12. Luke, xiii, 24. Hcbr. xii. 14. Col. i. ^9. 
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4. Let me in the next |>Iace advert to a 
confideLation, which, however it may ia 
fome meafure have been implied in the pre« 
ceding remarks, requires, on account (^ its 
high importance, to be exprefsly (fated by 
iitfelf. It is this : that nothing fhort of a fet* 
tied determination to labour to avoid iHl fm^ 
joined with conftant 'application to God> 
through Chrift, for the influence of hi« fanc- 
tifying Spirit, can authorife you to hope that 
you fhali preferve for a fingfe honr a con- 
fcience void of offence. Nothing fhort ef 
this determination is religion. If yon refufe 
to furrender yourfclf wholly to God ; you 
are a rebel. If you refufe the unqualified 
forrendcr of yourfclf to Him, and profefs to 
be religious ; you are an hypocrite. The do^ 
iriinion of the entire heart, the fovereignty 
of the whole foul, the poffeffion of the afiec* 
tibns in a meafure fo predominant that your 
tendered feelings for the earthly ' objeds 
which you hold moft dear deferve, when 
placed in comparifon with your love to God 
and your Redeemer, the denomination of 
hatred [e) : this is the homage reqnind from, 
the difciple of Chrift. Htrod feare^t John 
and obforved bim ; and when be beard bim^ be 
did many tbingi^ and beafd bhu gladfy. / Bkit 
ht retained his brother's wife. Is there an 

{e) Luke J xiv* 26; Jo^n, sii. 2^. 
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Hefocfta^ Whom thou wilt not pi« i^raf ? Is 
there fome fenfual gfactification, \i^ieh thou 
wilt not abandon ? Ig there fbme unlawful 
gain which tboo wilt hot renounce ? is there 
ridicule which thou wilt not encounter? Is 
tliereliardlliip which thou wih not fuffain? 
Thy pleafurcy thitrc intercft, thy reputation^ 
thine eafe, thou Iweft more thah thou loyeft 
Chorift* Why baafteft thou of thy partial 
obedience ? Of what avail are thy regular de» 
votiooSy thy kindneis to thy fridnds, thy H* 
berality to the poor, thy ufefuhmefs to fociety \ 
Thy heart is uhfound. Before God thou art 
a rebel and an hypocrite. What is thy Ian- 
guafge to thy Saviour ? " Behold thefe I'ubor*- 
** dinate indulgences, which- at thy command 
" I difclaini. Be contented with the faeri- 
" fice. Expe<a not the furrinde* df rfiif 
" favoorite objeft. Thou didft lay down thy 
** Rfe for my fake : but I will not rdinquift 
" this fin for thine.** Sayeft thou thus to 
thy Saviour J and calleft thou thyfelf his 
difciple? 

The propenfity of the heart to fetf-delufion 
exceeds aH previotis donfiputa^ons, M^n is 
continually devifmg by all conceivable methods 
to aifcribe merit to himfetf : and at 'the very 
time when he cdnfeffes that he is regularly 
proceeding in fome wicked line of condud, is 
U 2 prono 
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prone to value himfelf highly for having 
refraineid from a more flagrant tranfgrefliont 
It is not in the leaft improbable that Herod^ 
confclous as he was that he moil unjuftly 
detained John the Baptift in prifon, applauded 
himfelf with complacency, and aiTumed in his 
own eftimation great credit for virtue, be- 
caufe he had withftood the fblicitations of 
Herodias for his death. Have you not alfo, 
while aware than yoU have lived under 
the habitual influence of fome unchriftian 
temper, in the habitual indulgence of fome 
unchriftian pradice ; have not you alfo been 
proudly congratulating yourfelf on yourgoodT, 
nefs, becaufe you have abftained from other 
crimes to which you were tempted? Have 
not you beea fatisfying yourfelf for yielding 
to the oiie temptation, by reminding your 
coofcience that you did not yield to the other \ 
Have not you hankered after a compromife 
with divjne juilice; and meditated with com-r 
placent felf-righteoufi\ef$ the produdion of a 
balance of imaginary merit to countervail the 
penklty of guik ? Thus faith the Lord of Hofis ; 
Confider your ways {f)^ How long fliall a de- 
ceived heart tur^ thee afide {g)? How long 
ihall it be ere thou knpwefl that thou art 
wretched and miferable and poor and blind and 

if) Haggai, i. 5. (g) Ifaiah, xUv. 20. 
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naked (ife) ? How long (hall it be ere thou uh- 
dcrfUttdeft the cUrfe of the law^^j Curfed is 
iwry^6H£ wbi} contiriueth not in alt fbik^ which 
arc written in the hook of the law to V& tifem \i) f • 
If example can affed you, look to that of 
Herod; Behold ki him an illullration of the 
eonfequences entailed on perfeterance in a 
fingle fin* In him behold a plfture of that 
abandoned depravity, of which perfereran^e 
in a fingle fin is naturally the forerunner. To 
all the eifils which Herod had done we have 
feen him adding yet this .above ally that ht 
Jbut up John in prifon (/f )• We have feen 
him farther advanced in the road to deftrud* 
tioi), . and taking away the Baptift's life. We 
have (lill to behold him furpaffiRg all his. 
former guilt. Behold him, a WOtthy de- 
fcendent of his Father, plotting the death of 
the Saviour of the world (/ ). Behold this 
murderer, when the Saviour of the world was 
delivered into his power by the Romans, 
triumphing over his captive with ftudied 
bitternefs of infultj expofing him to the 
brutal fcoSs of the foldieryj mocking him, 
apd fetting him at nought ; and finally fend- 
ing him back to the Roman governor arrayed 
in a gorgeous robe, intended at once to.thrp^ 
derifion upon his claim to be the Mei£ah, 

{h) Rev, Hi. 17* (i) GaL lii. lo. (i) Lake» iii. 19, so. 
(/; Lukcxiii. 31, 32. 
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an4 tQ jenfiije hiis d^atk by confii^mlng the 

charge ^f tiejrfttri agaiaft C»(at {m). U there 

an Her^dii^ whom you will npi put .away i 

Xj^X fukable! temptations mk : and goik equal 

fc> that of Herjftd.majr beconc^ yQor«. .>. j^we 

^.."wi/Jui/y afitx that wtrJbivereceivifdtbt 

knowledge of the truth y tbcrg remmnepb no 

more fitsrifai for fins ; but a certain looking fbr 

ef^ jtu^emcnf^.oftd Jury. hidignfUwu. - If be 

t^at dcfpifad ibe law of -Mofes died tp^bout 

meccy r of bow. much forcr punijbment JbaU be 

bfi^ thought worthy^ who bath trodden Un^ 

fikot the Son ofGod^ and bath counted tbc hkod 

of the Covenant wherewith be was fanfli^d an 

^ unholy thingy and bath done defpite unto the 

spirit ^gf^uce {n) ? 

I v^ould leave on the^ recolle<flion of the 
du-elefs liniier one additional truth, to which 
Mei?o^, couW bis voice reach our ears, would 
bear *vitttefs. It is pofli We for you to refign 
yiE>tefelf^'toliabitual wickednefs, until your 
liardened heart lofe all fenfe of its enormity. 
It is poflible for you to add crime to crime, 
until you entirely forget numbers which you 
have committed. But an hour when they 
fiiall be Temembered is approaching. The 
guilty deed is notdeady hut Jleepetb. When 
you are laid on your death-bed, all your 

(m) Luke, xiii. 6. it. Aa?, iv-27, 28. [n) Hebr. x. 26—29. 
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crimes fhall return to life : and as the fup- 
pofed revival of John the Baptift difinayed 
the king who had murdered -him^ ihall rack 
your foul with horrors known only to the 
(inful wretch when he trembles on the brink 
of the grave^ and ihrinks from the profpeA 
of damnation. May your heart be renewed 
by the Holy Spirit ! May you fly without 
delay, to Chiift. May you furrender your- 
felf to Him without referve. By His blefled 
atonement may you be rendered acceptable 
to God. May your laft hours be cheered by 
fcriptural hopes of eniering through His me- 
rits into everlafting glory ! 
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SERMON XIV. 

On the Extent of genuine Religion. 



MICAH, vL 8. 



He hath Jbewed tbee^ Man^ what is good. 
And what doth the Lord require oftbee^ but 
to dojujlly^ and to love Mercy ^ and to walk 
humbly with thy God? 

TN urging upon men their various obliga- 
tions as fervants of the Mo(t High, the 
Holy Scriptures have recourfe in different 
places to a diverficy of arrangement. Moft 
commonly, they prefs upon us in the firft 
inftance that fupreme and affectionate faith 
towards God and Chrift, which is the founda- 
tion of every Chriftian virtue : and then pro ^ 
ceed to inculcate thofe pure principles, thofe 
holy tempers, and thofe good works, which 

eenuine 
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genuine faith in God and Chrift will necefr 
farily produce^ Sometimes, however, foJi- 
cicous to recommend the tree by a reference 
to the excellence of the fruit, they fpecify 
works in the outfet: and then dired our 
views to that faith, from which every ac* 
ceptable work is to fpring. And though, in 
delivering a ftatement of human duties, they 
ufually commence with thofe of which the 
Almighty is the immediate objed ; the order 
is fometimes changed, and the duties which 
we are to perform towards our neighbour arc 
prefented firft to our confideration. Let iht 
minifters of religion, felicitous that they may 
be found in the day of Cbrifi not to have run 
in vain J neither to have laboured in vaiuj pur- 
fue the feveral tracks of argument and per- 
fualion, which they fee^ recommended by 
the footfteps of prophets and apoftles. Yet 
whatever be the courfe to which the ambqf* 
fador of Chrift refortsin his exertions to con- 
ciliate a refraftory world to the offer of 
pardon and peace ; love to God and our Re- 
deemer, whether mentioned firfl or lafl, mull 
be the fountain from which every human 
duty is derived. Chrift is the corner-ftone of 
the belief and the pra^ice of a Chriftian. 
Is faith preached ? It muft be faith in Chrift. 
Arc good works inculcated ? They muft be , 
2 good 
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good works growing out of that faith. Arc 
boly principles and views and tempers re- 
quired \ It is that your fouls may be con- 
formed to the image of Chrift. Is love to 
your neighbour enjoined ? ft is in Imitation 
of that love wherewith Chrift loved him, 
itnd gave himfelf for htm ah ofiering and a 
fecrifice unto God. Whatever is taught, 
whatever is commanded, whatever is for- 
bidden; whether we exhort, or perfuade, 
whether we fpcak of the glory that Jball be 
revealed^ or as knowing the terrors of the 
Lord: this is our ground-work and our pur* 
pofe, that God may in all things be glorijied 
through Jefus Chrift ;* to whom be praife and 
dfinilnionfor ever and ever. 

On the prefent occafion I purpofe to ex- 
plain the different branches ef human duty 
according to the order, in which they arc 
arranged by the prophet. 

The chapter, whence the paflage before us 
is taken, opens with Angular magnificence. 
Jehovah commands his chofen people to 
arife, and plead their caufe againft Him : 
and fummons the hiHs and the mountains^ and 
the ft rong foundations of the earth to hear and 
to decide the controverfy between his rebel- 
lious fervants and Himfelf. Scarcely has he 
made mention of his mercies in refcuing 

the 
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Sgypc andtb^ nlacbiaitkftis.'Qf Bjtlaki; ^dteii, 
b« U reprefirated as £addenly satOTrapted by 
«b« impalfiiotted tsKciamatiDHs.of one cf the 
lOiuUitiidQ. piiexx:ed with: a convldion .ef^hb 
j|«irii liiir|kod pf the divUie.goadnefs^ and eir- 
g*rif wqulriQg! -after fth« ;mrfaij8 of makmg 
♦te«*Wlttlf<»^hm :giiyt Aodb regadofeg ^ 
favpwr Qf 0mnipptei»e.*: Winravitk^Jh^U f 
^mfi isi^ore tbtJLor.d^ aMth^wmjftlfb^rt ibt 
High Cod? Shall I cenie before Mm with 
burnUt^erings^ /with i^alms tf a ytsar ii4l^ 
Will the- Lord bs pkafed'-'^i^ thoujandf^j^^ 
rams^ or witk Un iboujxmds cfri^^r^ of ml ? 
Shall I give myfif^Jbornfhr my tf^n/gr^/^m^^ 
^ the fruit rfmy Hodjfor the Jin ofmyjotd (iz) ^ 
The prophet,^ in tHe name of God^ retiams 
^ aofwer. He bath Jhenitd ihee^ man^ 
what is gobd. • An4 what doth the Lord thy 
Cod require of thee^ iat to do jtifily^ and to 
love mercy ^ and t<i walk humbly with thy Godt 
The queftiOQ is las ioterefting to ue a« it 
was. to the Jew, Let iis confider the reply- 
as addrefled to ourielves* 

{a) A critic of great eTninence confiders thefc words as 
fpoken by Balak. To that opinion another aiTents, with the 
cxioeptionpf attributing the firf^ part of verft* 7 to Balaam. 
The context, I apprehend, affigns the whole paiTagc eo^thc 
meuth of a Jew. But its import, whoever be the fpea-ker, is 
the fanie. 

I. lie 
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I. Se bath JbeiJued tbee^ ntiin^ what ti 
good So clearly liath God m^de knoiTvd 
ifvhatever is neceflary to fsliration, that they 
who attain not falvation (halt ftand without 
cxcfufe. ' In the breaft of every mart he hath 
implanted a natural confckuce, capable of 
difcriminatlng betweeft good and evil, iptt^ 
pared with feciiet ftiiigs for the chaftifement 
of guiltj and with filent approbation for the 
encouragement of obedience. But confcience 
may be blinded and led aftray, may be hard^ 
ened and deadened by the practice of tin. 
God has therefore given to us His .written 
word. In the Old Teftament by the mouth 
of His holy prophets, in the New Teftament 
by the mouth of His own Son, and of the 
apoftles of His Son, He replies in the 
plainefl terms to the momentous queftion^ 
What muft we do to be laved ? He fets be- 
fore us the way of life and the way of death j 
the road to heaven, and the road' to helL 
He has diftinguiflied them by marks fo 
ftriking, that it is impoffible that the oneT 
track can be miilaken for the other by a fin* 
cere and humble enquirer. He has (hewn 
them to be as different as light and darknefs^ 
as widely feparated as the caft from the weft* 
By hope and by fear, by argument and by 
.entreaty, by mercy and by judgement, he 

urges 
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i}rges us to choofe the path of life and to 
fly from the way of deftrudion. On every 
man he beftow$ power to attain eternal life. 
He enfures to every faithful fuppliant the 
allriufficient influence of Hi« Holy Spirit, 
not only that it may enlighten the mind to 
underftand the Scriptures, but may alfo give 
grace to obey them. He commands his mi- 
nifters to preach the go/pel ibrougbout all the 
. world to every creature ; to proclaim the offer 
of univerfal falvation, to call finners to re* 
pentance, to inftrudi the ignorant, to ftrcngthea 
the weak, to denounce vengeance on the care* 
lefs and the obftinate, to confirm and anin^ate 
the pious. Thus truly may it be affirmed, 
that God hath ftiewed us what is good. Thus 
truly may it be aflfirmed that God willeth not 
the death of the wicked, but that all fhould 
be converted and live. If you know not 
your duty ; . it is becaufe you will not know 
it. If you perifli through ^ignorance; it 
it is becaufe you prefer ignorance to under* 
ftanding. 

II. What then muft we do to be faved ? 
The prophet anfwers the enquirer, Do juftly : 
love mercy : and walk humbly with your God. 

I. Firftj y6u muft do juftly. You muft 
be jyft ii^ every part pf every one pf your 

pror 
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pFpckcdiDgi ' Yrfa muft render to every man^ 
7^ ttuft' render cbderfuBy and without de* 
191^9 '^bat which beloAgato bm^ 
V This rok obliges you on all occafions to 
fpeak the trutbi For a lie is not only a breacb 
of y©ur duty to God, who is a God of truth 
2W4-]hA'teth' deceit; but is alfo a breach of 
y^Vfc fdijty to your neighbour. The roaa to 
ifllpid^ you addrefs a ire, yoi) f!bek to deceive^ 
l^i|r J«ad him aftray. You cai^e him to form 
c^eAations, or to cherifl) hope$, or to adopt 
i|i«^ur«S9 upon the ftrength of your words^ 
an4-theie words are falfe. Thus, as far as 
4PitMnds Oiir yourielf^, yoa injute him. A fie 
|)lcr$fQrej%a breach of juflice* Aud when* 
curer' yon are guilty of a lie, you are guilty 
f£ a crime which heidn^s to the fame x:lais 
' , lihh theft andi tobbi^ry. Beware then of 
drvmrng yburfeif an htmeft mad, if you are 
ar wxlfiil liar : and leaft of all if you are a 
fianderer, robbing your neighbour of that 
><H}i^k is(»iQrp valuable, that which is leis re* 
ctiverable than riches, bis good name. 

The rule of doing juftly conftrains you, la 
t)ie fflicxt place, to be a faithful fubje^t to the 
King ; td fubmit to all who are entitled to 
authority over you ; and to obey all the lawa 
Qf yoot country. Por obedience is due to 
tlie king, and to all inferior ma^ftrates, ac- 
••. ^ cording 
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covdingto tbeir feveral itadons. If yovi fail 
inrenderiog obedience ; you defrsuid tkeraof 
their right. You receive the protedion cf 
the laws/ Are you not then bound and 
pledged to obey them I 

Again : juftice prohibits you from injuring 
ttie per£6n and reftraining the liberty of your 
ficighbcmr. The free enjoyment of bis li£t 
and limbs is a right conferred upon him by 
his Creator^ and guaranteed by the Iftatutcs of 
the realm. Do you interfere with the poffei^ 
(ioa which he holds under the fan<^oa of 
]u& country and his God; and pretexki that 
you deprive him not of that which is his 
©wa?; 

Again : juftice requires that you ihould in 
no reipeft injure your neighbour's property* 
The methods by which another may be in« 
jured ia his- property are uumberlefs. In 
Ibme cafes fhe guilt is fo palpabl^j that it caa« 
not be miftaken. If a man commits a for- 
gery ; if he rob^ on the highway ; if he fleaU 
an article priyalely ; if he malicioufiy damages 
the polfeiliou cff another ; he is inftantly 
pronounced unjufl* Buc there are other cafes 
in which the fentence is equally deferved, and 
is . affuredly pronounced by the all-feeing 
Judge ; while the criminal perceives not^ cTr 
perceives with tnore than tifual relu<flance, the 

extent 
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extent of his iojuftice* Thus a perfon, it may 
be, who has found property which does not 
belong to him, takes no pains to find out the 
right owner j but fatisfies his confcience with 
thinking that he is ready to make reftitution, 
if the owner, fhould unluckily find out him. 
Another perhaps, who is engaged in a law** 
fuit, contrives to entail on his adverfary unne-» 
ceflary expence or delay j and excufes him- 
felf by profcffing that it is not unfair to feize 
any advantage which offers itfelf in a con- 
teft» Another circulates counterfeit money, 
pretending that as he has received it, he has 
a right to pafs it ; in other words, that becaufe 
he has carelefsly permitted an impofition to 
be pradiifed on himfelf, he has acquired the 
right of impofing upon the reft of the world. 
Another conveys falfe intimations refpeSing 
the nature or the intrinfic worth of an arti- 
cle which he fells : aqd thus induces his 
cuftomer to give a higher price than he 
would otherwife have confented to pay, 
Another loiters away part of the time during 
which he has engaged to work for a mafter ; 
and claims a whole day's wages, when in faft 
he has worked but three quarters of a day- 
Every one of thefe_perfons injures his neigh* 
hour in his property; and breaks, the, com?- 
inandment of God, to dg jufily. Your own 

thoughts^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



On the Extent of genuine Religion. 305 

thoughts, if you dired: them to the fubjedt, 
will fupply additional examples. In all 
your dealings with others, remember the ftxort 
rule with which Chrift has furnifhed you. 
Whatfoever ye would ^ that men Jhould do to 
you^ do ye even fo to them. Afk yourfelf in 
every inftance, " Am I now ading as I would 
wifli others to a6l' unto me ?'* Try yourfelf 
fairly by that queftion ; refolve under the 
grace of God, to adl as your confcience anf- 
wers; and you fcarcely can fall into injuf- 
ti<e. 

2. Secondly : You are to love mercy. 
Mercy fignifies Chriftian charity in its largeft 
fcnfe. It includes every thing which we 
mean by affeftion, benevolence, kindnefs, 
tendernefs, mildnefs, meeknefs, patience, for- 
givenefs: and by every other expreffion, 
which implies good will to men. , It-compre- 
hends every humane, gentle, and compaf- 
fionate difpofition ; as well as all thofe actions, 
by which the exiftence of fuch difpofitions is 
' to be proved. Obferve now the difference of 
the terms in which God requires from us 
firft juftice, then mercy. We are to dajujlly: 
we are to love mercy. Not but that we are 
alfo to love to do juftice. But the, difference 
in the words of the commandment refpedting 
th«fe duties naturally arifes from the difFe- 

VoL. I. X rence 
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rcnce betweea the duties themfelves. Ju(^ 
tice admits of no degrees. We are juft, or 
we are unjuft. If we arc not perfedly juft» 
we are unjuft. If you withhold from your 
neighbour a fingle penny which belongs to 
him ; if in any tranfadion you defratid him 
of the fmalleft fum ; if you impofc upon him 
ever fo little, if you injure him in any one of 
his rights, though it be of all his rights 
the leaft confiderable ; you are unjuft, God 
therefore fimply commands you to do jujily. 
Thefe words require of you to do juftice in 
every particular ; for otherwife you do un* 
juftly. They comprehend every aft of' 
duty which is a branch of juftice. They 
leave nothing unrequired. But mercy is in 
its own nature capable of gradations. Of 
two perfons, of each of whom it may not 
improperly be affirmed that he is mercifuli 
the one may be more merciful than the other. 
The commandment therefore does not fay, 
" Thou (halt do mercifully \^ or, ** Thou 
*• (halt (hew mercy." Had fuch been the ex- 
prefTion, men would induftrioufly have per- 
fuaded themfelves that by fmall, or moderate, 
or cccafional a^s of mercy they fufficicntly 
obeyed the cotnmandment. What is the in- 
Jundion ? " Thou ihalt love mercy :" thy 
heart ftiatl be conftantly fet on deeds of mercy: 

they 
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*hey (hall be thy ftudy : they (hall be a de- 
light unto thee. Heaf with what energy of 
language mercy in all its branches is en- 
joined throughout the Scriptures. Be ye mer^ 
ciful^ asyoUr Father alfo is merciful. Be kindly 
dffe^ioned one towards another in brotherly love; 
tn honour preferring one another. Rejoice with 
them that rejoice^ and weep witk them that 
weep. Let all bittemefs^ and wrath ^ and anger ^ 
And clamour^ and evil Jpeaking be put away 
from youy with all malice. And be ye kind 
one to another^ tender-hearted^ forgiving one 
another. Walk in love as Chrif loved us. 
Love your enemies^ do good' to them that hate 
you; blefs them that curfe you ; pray for them 
which dejpitefully ufe you. Be ready to dtftri^ 
hutCy willing to communicate. If any manfeetb 
Jjis brother have need^ and jhutteth up his 
bowels of companion from him : how dwelletb 
the love of God in him t Remember the words of 
the Ldrdjefusy how hefcud^ It is more blejed to 
give than to receive {b). Take your Bible into 
your hand. Examine yourfelf by thefe paC- 
(ages of holy writ. Confider them one by 
one. You will thus difcover whether you 
love mercy. If you truly love .mercy: it 

{I) Luke» vi. 36. Rom. xii. 10, 15. Ephef. 17. 31, 53. 
T. a. MaRh. ?. 44. i Tim. vi. 18. i ^ohoy ill. 17. Ads^ 
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will be your purfuit and your pleafure to 
perform afts of mercy. You will not idly 
wait until opportunities of exercifmg kind* 
nefs may chance to force themfelves upon 
your notice. You will anxioufly fearch for 
them: you will delight in availing yourfelf 
of any one, however fmall, which may arife. 
In every one of your fellow-creatures you 
will behold a brother whom God, your Crea- 
tor, formed ; for whom Ghrift, your Re- 
deemer, died. The temporal welfare, the 
everlafting interefts of that brother, will be 
dear to your heart. You will bear with ig- 
norance, with peevifhnefs, with enmity, with 
ingratitude, as a Chriftian. You will regard 
the offences of others againft yourfelf as wife- 
ly adapted to admonifli you of your own in- 
finitely greater offences againft God. You 
will not conceive that you difcharge your 
duty as to almfgiving, by accommodating the 
fcale of your gifts to fuch a portion of your 
income as would remain not only when the 
demands of reafonable prudence but when 
the claims of fafhion and pleafure lOhould 
have been fatisfied to the uttermoft. You 
will habitually difcipUne'and moderate your 
defires, and curtail all needlefs expences; 
that you may have the more to give to him 
that needeth. 

3. Thirdly: 
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3. Thirdly : You are to walk humbly with 
your God. To walk with God, fignifies,<n the 
language of Scripture, to be a faithful and 
zealous fervant of God. Thus it is faid of 
Enoch, that he walked with God: and he was 
not. He was no longer to ,be found on. 
earth ; for God took him. His piety and holi- 
nefs were fo eminent, that God diftinguifhed 
him by tranflating him alive into heaven,. 
Again, we are told that Noah was a juf man^ 
andperfeS In bis generation ; and Noah walked 
with God. And his heavenly Mafter as a fignal 
reward prcferved him and his family from 
the deluge. We, lilqe thefe holy men of old, 
and like the righteous in all ages who have 
trodden in their ' footfteps, areajfo to walk 
with God. AHtf/'like thiem, we are to walk 
humbly vcith our God. We are to bring our 
whole hearts as well as our aftions into fubjec- 
tion to the divine will. If you would obtain 
falvation, you muft become like the Ifraelite 
to whofe enquiries the words of Micah were a 
reply, humbled to the duft in forrow for your 
guilt, and fervently defirous of fubmitting to 
any method of reconciliation with the Majefty 
of heaven. But are you, like that Ifraelite, 
looking round for burnt-ojferlngs to prefent 
unto the Lord ? My Son^ God will provide 

X3 ' ■ hlmfelf 
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blmfelfa lamb for a burnt-offering (c). Would 
you give your frf^orn for your tranfgref 
Jion ; the fruit of your body for the ftn of your 
foul? Not your firft-bora is the atonement: 
but the only begotten Son of God. His 
muft' be the blood wherewith you come be- 
fore the Lord and bow yourfelf before the 
Moft High. Look to the crofs of Chrift, and 
to that alone. Difclaim all prefumption, all 
boaftingy all felf-righteoufnefs, all dependence 
on your own flrength to will or to perform. 
Prefent yourfelf before God, not^as a Phari^ 
fee demanding reward as a debt: not as a 
vaunter profeffing to be rich, and bearing 
payment in his hand for a bleffing which he 
would purchafe; but as a doner implpr^ 
ing pardon apd mercy through Cbrift, a* 
otherwife totally unattainable, as in every 
point and circumftance the free and unme- 
rited gifts of divine grace* Look through 
Ghrift to the Holy Spirit for power to refift 
temptation, for power to form good refdo- 
tions, for power to carry them into effed. 
Remember that, while God rejyUtb the proud^ 
it is to the humble that he givetb grofc {d). 
When you have done all, confei^ that you 
are an unprofitable fervaot to your Lord; 
that you have done only that which was your 
(f)Gcn,xxiit 8. , {d) i P^t. v. 5. 
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bounden duty. This it is to walk humbly 
with your God in the general frame and tem- 
per of your foul. In all the changeful fitu- 
ations of your life evince by your conduct 
this charaderiftic temper of a Chriftian. Are 
you in profperity ? Walk humhly with your 
God. Confefe, that it is be, who of his own 
loving kindnefs giveth you all things richly 
to enjoy. Confefs, with the Patriarch Jacob, 
Lord r am not worthy of the leqft pf thefe 
thy mercies [e\ Let the Giver be glorified in 
his gifts. Now ye are fully now ye are rich. 
Be it fo. Who maketb thee to differ from ano^ 
ther f And what baft thou that thou didft not 
receive? Now if thou didft receive it; why 
doft thou glory as if thou badft not received 
it {f)f The more diftinguifhed is your prof-^ 
perity, the more earned be your folicicude to 
become meek, humble, and fober- minded* 
Remember that he who lifteth up, can caft 
down ; that he who beilowefch can take away. 
Remember that thou hail here no continuing 
city. Look at that withering flower ; and 
behold how peri(hable are all the glories 
which derive their nutriment from earth. Has 
adverfity overtaken you ? Have trials and af- 
fiidions and fickneiles clouded your days? 

(/) Gen. xxxii. 10. (/) Cor. iv. 7, 8. 
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Walk humbly with your God; Humble 
yourfelf under his chaftifing hand. It is the 
Lord : let him do what feemetb bint good [g\ 
Refledt on his unbounded wifdom, his in- 
exhauftible loving- kindnefs. What I Jhall we 
receive good at the hand of God i and fball we 
not receive evil {b) ? Knoweth he not what 
is fitted for you ? Loveth he not the work of 
His own hand, the foul for which he gave His 
Son unto death'? Verily be chciflifeth us for our 
profit^ that we may be partakers of his holi" 
nefs. And although no cbq/iening for the pre^ 
fent feemetb to be joyous y but grievous ; never^ 
thelefs afterwards it yieldetb the peaceable fruits 
of righteoufnefs unto them which are exercifed 
thereby [i\ and walk humbly with their 
God. Finally, obferve his laws with revc* 
rence; and humbly render equal obedience 
to them all. Prcfume not to think that you 
may venture to neglect any commandment 
which God has pronounced. Doft thou re- 
fufe fubmiffion to any one of His injunQions, 
and fayeft thou that thou walked humbly 
with Him ? Be diligent iu frequenting the 
public • wojfliip of your Lord; and receive 
His word with humility. Slight not any op- 
portunity of attending the holy communion, 
in humble and thankful remembrance of your 

(g) I Sam. ill. iS. {h) Job^ ii. iQ. (i) Hebr. xii..lo, ii. 
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crucified Matter. In every thing bji prayer 
and fupplication^ public and private, let your 
requejls be made known, unto 'God{j). And 
humbly offer up to Him all your petitions 
in the name of the appointed Mediator and 
Interceflbr, Jefus Chrift. 

III. It appears then that to the Jew and to 
the Chriftian the fum and fubftance of reli- 
gion have ever been the fame. To do juftly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God 
in grateful dependence and univerfal obedi-* 
ence ; this it has been, this it is, to be a fer- 
vant of the Moft High. The duties of juftice 
and of mercy, duties placed within the 
fphere of human rejfon, were developed in 
the Scriptures of the Old Teftament to the 
Jew. Before the Chriftian they ftand arrayed 
in brighter radiance borrowed from the pre- 
cepts and the example of his Lord. To the 
Jew the general obligation of walking hum- 
bly with his God was unfolded. The Chrif- 
tian, furveying it in clearer luftre, afcribes the 
acceffion of lightto his Saviour. But as to the 
greateft of the events in the divine economy 
to which that general obligation pointed, the 
Jew was comparatively in darknefs. He 
little underftood the method, by which ex- 

ij) PhiJipp, iv. 6. 
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piation was to be made for guilt. He looked 
for juftification to bis burnt offerings and 
facrifices ; to the blood of bulls and of goats 
which could never take away Jin (i ). Through 
the veil of types and emblems he difcerned 
not the true atonement. He had heard of 
One who (bould fave Ifrael. But he looked 
to deliverance from worldly foes, to pre- 
eminence over proftrate kingdoms. He had 
heard of One who fhould redeem Ifrael front 
all his iniquities (/)• ^ But he looked only to 
the fuller eftablifhmcnt of the Mofaic law. 
He was affured that the Redeemer fhould be 
ftricken for the tranfgreffion of his people ; 
that he fhould pour out his foul unto death ; 
that he fhould make hi* foul an offering for 
fin : that he fhould bear the fins of many, and 
make interceffion for the tranfgreffors {m\ 
But pride flupified his heart. Vain of his 
exclufive privileges, he deemed them all-fuf* 
ficient Averfe to the righteoufnefs of God^ 
he flood upon the deeds of the law. Dazzled 
by phantoms of temporal grandeur, he fhut 
his eyes againfl the image of a fuffering Mef- 
fiah. To the Chriflian thefe myfleries are 
revealed ; thefe fhadows are become realities, 
He knows that by the deeds ^ whether g/^/Atf 

(I) Hebr. X. 4. (0 Pfalm cxxx. 8. (p) Jfaiah, Ini. 
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ceremomal or of the moral /att, fiall noflejb 
bejujlified in tbcjight of C^d. He renounces 
all claim to merit even in the leaft imperfe^ 
pf his workg ; and pleads for pardon and 
juftification foleljr through the propitiatory 
Sacrifice of the Son of God. [n Cbriji Jefus^ 
contemplated by the eye of faith on the crofs, 
he beholds wifdom and rigbteoufnefs and 
fanElification and redemption i tbat^ as it is 
written^ be tbat glorietb let bim glory in tbe 
Lord[n). 

Survey then, my brethren, your advan- 
tageg. From bim to wbom much is given^ much 
Jballhe required (0). Have you pondered this 
rule \ Have you cOnfidered the confequenpes 
of falling (hort when tried by this ftandard \ 
Moft confpicuoufly hath God fhewed yoa 
what is good ; what he requires you to be<« 
lieve, and what he requires you to perform. 
}iave yop obferved then to do juftly ? Are 
you upright and faithful in all your words 
And in all your adions, as jufticeindifpenfably 
demands \ You may forget juftice : but God 
will not forget it. You may refufe to render 
to others that which belongs to them : but Hq 
will render to you according to your workSf 
Qodis not a man ^-^ tbat be Jbould lie. Hatb 
bejpoken^ and Jball be not do it ? Tbe Lord 
(«) • Cor* if 30, 31. (9) Luke, xii. 48. 
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inowetb bow to referve the unjuft unto the day 
of judgement to be puni/bed {p). Hewillfurely 
fulfil his word ; he will accomplifii his thread 
cnings* iTbe bope of tbe unjt0 man perijb^ 
etb [q). He may flatter hitni^lf with hopes 
of heaven: but, as furely as the word 
of God is true, he will find himfelf among ^ 
the wicked who are turned into hell. Do 
you love mercy ? Have you not only proved . 
yourfelf gentle, kind, tender-hearted, compaf- 
fionate, and charitable, in your ordinary pro- 
ceedings ; but have you diligently fought op- 
portunities of exercifing thefeChriftian virtues, 
and placed your delight in the exercife of them? 
Have you remembered thev infinite and un- 
merited mercy of Jefus Chrift in dying on 
die crofs to make atonemeat for your fins, 
that if through his oflFered grace you repent 
and believe and obey you may be received 
fot His fake into heaven ? He who Jhewetb 
no mercy Jball bave judgement witbout mercy • 
If you forgive not men their trefpajfes againft 
you^ neither will your Heavenly Fatber forgive 
your trejpajfes (r) againft Himfelf. Do you 
walk humbly with your God ? Do you ac- 
knowledge your utter unworthinefs in his 
fight ? Do you confefs the original corruption 

{f) Numb, xxiii. 19. 2 Pet. ii. 9, (f) Prov. xi. 7. 

(r) Jaxnesi ii. 13. Maith. vL 15* . - * 
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of your nature, and your numberlefs tranf- 
greflions by thought and worcl and deed of 
the righteous laws of your God ? Have you 
fled for falvation to Chrift, through whom 
alone man is to be faved ? Have you taken 
him for your Lord and Matter ? Are old things 
pajfed away^ and all things become new f Has 
the Grace of the Spirit of Chrift transformed 
you into a new creature [s) ? Do you pray 
for the continued influence of that Spirit to 
enable you to fliew yourfelf a fincere^ fervant 
i of the Lord Jefus? Do you humbly fubmit 
your imaginations and defires to his gofpel ? 
Do you ftrive to love what he commands you 
to love, and cheerfully to renounce what he 
forbids ? Follow him now, that he may ac- 
knowledge yoij hereafter. If you are not one 
of his faithful followers on earth; he will 
deny you and caft you out at the great day. 
Love Him with your whole heart, humbly 
and ftedfaftly ferve Him here ; and he will 
own you before aflembled angels, and receive 
you for ever into glory. 

(/) 2 Cor, V. 17* 
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SERMON XV. 

On Prefumptuous Plans* 

i^Pktachcd at the Commeaccmcnt of a new Year.} 



James, iv. 13 — ij. 

Go to nawy ye that fay ; " To-day j or to-mof^ 
** row, we wiil go intofucb.a City^ andcoH^ 
** tlnue there ^a Tear^ and buy ahzd fellf and 
^getGain^^ Whereas ye know not what JbaR 
he on the Morrow. For what is your Life ? 
M is even a Vapour ^ that appearetb for a 
Uitle Time^ and then vanj/heth away. For 
that ye ought to fay ; " If the Lord will^ we 
^^Jhall live and do this or that^ But now 
ye rejoice in your Boaftings : allfuch Rejoicing 
it Fiv{L Therefore to him that knowetb 
to do good^ and doeth it not ; to him it is 
Sin. 

TpHE Scriptures abound with admonitions 
calculated to undeceive mankind re- 
fpedtng the importance and the natural eSe^s 
of wealth. If riches increafe^ faith the warn- 
ing 
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ing voice of the Old Teftament ; fet not your 
heart upon them. Let not the rich man glory in 
bis riches : he that tru/leth in his riches Jhall 
fall. He that trufleth in the abundance of bis 
riches ^Jlrengthenetb himfelf in his wickednefs. 
Give me not riches ; lejl I be full^ and deny 
tbeCy and fay^ who is the Lord [a) ? In ihc 
New Teftament, the awful exclamation of 
our Saviour, How hardly Jhall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom efGod \Jb)y would 
€>f itfelf be fufficient, after the moft ample 
dedudions which could be required on ac* 
count of the peculiarity of the occafion on 
which it was uttered, to eftablifti by the fatior 
tion of his immediate authority the antece- 
dent declarations of prophets, and the fuh- 
fequent teftimony of apoftles, concerning the 
deftfu£tive influence of the idol of mankind. 
That the love of money is the root of all evil ; 
that there is no degree, no fpecies, of crimi- 
nality to which the thirft of gold may not 
prove a fuccefsful incentive; that they who 
will be rich^ they who are refolved on the 
accumulation of poflTeffions, ^// into tempta^ 
tion and a fnare^ and into many foolt/h and 
hurtful Uijls which drown men in deJlruQion 
and perdition : that, while fome have coveted 

{a) Pfalmixii. lO. Jer. ix 23. Pi:ov. xu 28. Pf. lii. 7. 
Prov. XXX. 8, 9. {b) Mark, x, ty 

' - afier 



Digitized by 



GoQsIe 



3^0 On Pre/umptuous Plans. 

after wealthy they have erred from the faitb^ 
and pierced tbemfelves through with many fot^ 
rows^ they have apoftatized from Chriftia* 
nity and overwhelmed themfelves with re- 
morfe, anguifh, and defpair: this is the re- 
corded refult of the judgement and experience 
of St. Paul {c). But among the facred wri- 
ters there is no one more frequent or more 
energetic than St. James in denunciations 
againft tranfgreflbrs, whom riches plunge into 
enormities. The two leading fources of evil, 
which are reprefented in the infpired wri- 
tings as derived from the influence of riches 
over the heart, are worldl3^mindednefs, and 
felf-dependence. Againft ihefe fortrefTes of 
guilt, fometimes battered feparately, fome- 
limes aflailed in the fame onfet, the facred 
artillery of Scripture is unremittingly di- 
redled. 

In the verfes immediately under your con- 
fideration the apoftle points the vehemence 
of his attack againft felf-dependence. Go tOy 
now^yc that fay y " To-day or tomorrow we will 
** go intofuch a cityy and continue there a year ; 
** and buy and felly and get gain^ Whereasyye 
know not what Jhall be on the morrow. For. 
what is your life ? It is even a vapour that ap^ 
peareth for a little timCy and then vani/hctb 

(c) I Tim. vi. 9, lo- 
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awc^. For that ye ought to fay : If the Lor4 
wi//, wefhall do this or that. But now ye re-* 
joice in your boqftings ; allfucb rejoicing is evil, 
therefore to him that knoweth do do gobd^ and 
doeth it not; to him it isfn. 

Thcfe words comprehend fevetal kflfons 
highly impottant" in themfelves, and clofely 
connefted with each other. My intention is 
to fet them before you in order j and to ap- 
ply them, one by one, under the bleffing of 
God, to your edification, 

I. Go to now J ye that fay ; " To-day^ or to* 
*^ morrow^ we will go intofuch a city ; andcon-^^ 
" tinue there a year^ and buy and felly and 
*^ get againr In this paflage St. James direCls 
his reproof againft that difpofition fo common 
among men, to form diftant and prefump- 
tiious plans. Did you know nothing more 
concerning human life than is to be coUedled 
from the ordinary language which refounds 
in our dwellings and our ftreets ; you might 
conclude that every circumftance in this 
world is capable of being fixed and fettled 
beforehand by us almoft, if not altogether, to 
a certainty. You hear men exprefling their 
purpofes refpedting their future proceeding9 
in terms, which fcarcely admit the fuppofi- 
tion that there can be any doubt whether the 

Vol. I. Y . fcheme 
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fcheme on which they meditate will be ac- 
complilhed. If a perfoa tnentions a journey 
which he propofes to undertake fome months 
hence ; how ufual is it for him to fpeak of it 
as though it were an affair placed wholly 
within his own power, and to. be ri^cirted 
merely by his own inclination. If i:cknefs, 
or fome other change of circumftances, pre- 
vent him from executing his defign: how 
ready -is he to giveaway to frctfulnefs, and to 
adopt the language of difappointment ; as 
though he had experienced fome ftrange and 
unufual event contrary to the natural courfe 
of juft expedtation. Others you hear fpeaking 
in terms equally confident concerning projeds 
dill more diftant. One perfon informs you, 
that when he (hall have employed two or three 
future years in making himfelf mafter of his 
trade or profeflion at the place where he now 
refides ; he (hall remove to fuch a town, or 
into the neighbourhood of fuch a manufactory, 
where like others before him, he (hall fpeedily 
acquire a fortune. Another obferves, that after 
he ftiall have conduded his bufmefs until his 
children, who are now fcarccly advanced 
beyond infancy, are able to take the manage- 
ment of it upon themfelves j he {hall then 
withdraw from the concern, and (hall enjoy 
himfelf in leifure and retirement. Another 
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wearies you with a detail of the alterations 
which he means to carry into effedl:, 
and the manner in which he dedgns to 
live, when jupon the death of fome relation, 
at prefent neither old nor unhealthy, he fliall 
inherit an addition to his eftate. Another is 
occupied in laying plans for the difpofal of a 
fucceflion of daughters in marriage : and tells 
you that when he fhall have fettled the young- 
eft, he fhall detach himfelf from the large cir- 
cle of fociety in which he deems it neceflary 
to continue until that objedt is attained, and 
Ihall remove into a more private and quiet part 
of the country. Thefe remote purpofes are 
flated with decifion and unconcern, as though 
they could be completed to-morrow. Or if 
an expreffipn, alluding to a poflible uncer- 
tainty in human affairs, be interwoven : it is 
too often accompanied with a tone and a 
countenance which evince that it comes not 
from the heart, but is inferted only to pre- 
ferve appearances. The end tp which St. 
James intimates that thefe fchemes are moft 
commonly direded is gain. It is the end of 
the purfuits of pioft men. Our blefled Lord 
-looked upon riches with an eye very different 
from that of the world. He faw, that they 
generally proved grievous hindrances to re- 
ligion. To that memorable expreffion, in 
Y 2 which 
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which he avers that, but for the grace of 
God with whom all things are poffible, they 
would prove thcmfelves infuperable obftacles 
in the path of falvation, I have already had 
occafion to refer. At another time he de- 
fcribes riches by the names of the Mammon of 
unrigbteoufnefs^ the unrighteous Mammon; 
becaufe they are fo continually abufed to pur- 
pofesof unrighteoufnefs, to covetoufnefs, to 
pride, to diflipation, to fenfuality, to corrup- 
tion. Yet on this dangerous acquifition what 
multitudes fet their hearts ! The hope of ob- 
taining wealth, or of indulging in the enjoy- 
mient of it, enfnares men into forgetfulnels of 
God, into diffegard of falvation, into guilty 
enterprifes and purfuits, into deliberate fraud 
and open violence : and is one of the princi- 
palcaufes of that daring felf- dependence, that 
proud fecurity, which encourage them pre- 
fumptiioufly to form fcherries of diftant exe- 
cution, to MXXtr great /welling words of vanity ^ 
and to* triumph long beforehand in the fup- 
pofed accomplifliment of their extravagant 
expediations, as though they were them- 
fdves entrufted with' the management of earth 
and its concerns, and exalted beyond the 
reach of oppofition from their fellow-creatures 
and of control from above. 

IL The 
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IL The next obfervation furniftied by the 
text proves the extreme folly of fuch prefamp- 
tion. Te know not whatjb^ll be on the fnoT" 
roiv. For what is your life f It is even a va^ 
four that appearetbfor a little time^ and then 
vanijbetb away^ Take thine eafe ; faid the 
rich man to his foul. TBou bqjl much goods 
laid up for many years. Eatf dri^kj and be 
merry ^ But what faid God? Thou fod! 
This night Jhull thy foul be required of thee {d). 
Suppofe your plans free from thofe caufes of 
failure, which the world, willing as it were 
to exclude God from the government of his 
own works, dent)minates accidental events. 
Suppofe every precaution which prudence 
can devife to have been adopted for the fur- 
therance of your defigns. Suppofe fortune, 
as the phrafe is, to fmile upon you. Suppofe 
every thing, to fpeak after the manner of men, 
to turn out well. Have you any certainty of 
the fulfilment of your wifhes ? Have you 
the flighteft aflurance that you have in rea- 
lity advanced one ftep towards th,e attain- 
ment of your obje<a ? " I look not forward," 
you reply, " to diftant years. The complete 
" fuccefs of my undertaking is clofe at hand^ 
". To-morrow it will be within my grafp." 
Boajl not thyfelf of to-morrow :for thou knowejl 

(</) Luke, xli. 19, 20- 
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not what a day may bring forth {/). Death 
comes : arid in a moment fweeps away thee 
and thy plans for ever. As for man^ his days 
are as grafs : as a flower of the fields fo he 
fouri/Ioeth. For the wind paffetb over it^ and 
it is gone : and the place thereof fhall know it 
no more {f). Can riches bribe death, or make 
a bargain with the tomb ? As the flower of 
the grafs fhall the rich man pafs away. For 
the fun is no fooner rifen with a burning beat 
hut it ' witheretb the grafs y and the flower 
thereof fallethy and the grace of the fafbion of 
it perifheth : fo alfo fhall the rich main fade 
away \jg\ During the period which has elapfed 
fmce I firft undertook the office of inftriidl- 
ing you, however imperfedly yet according 
to the exjent of my knowledge, in the word 
of God and the gofpel of his Son ; how many 
fchemes and projeds foriped by your neigh-* 
hours and by your relations have been difcon- 
certed by death ! How many perfons, whom 
in fucceffive years I have beheld and addrefled 
from this place, have vaniihed from among 
the children of men, and have left their fta» 
tions to be filled by you ! Where are now 
the plans to which many of them had givea 
up their hearts; the confident expedtations 

(tf) Prov, xxvii, I. (/) Pfalm ciii. I5> i6. C?) James, it 
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of wdrldly acquifitions which occupied their 
bofoms ; the health and length of days which 
they had promifed themfelvcs that they 
fhould enjoy ! All are utterly at an end^ 
The plans, the expeaationj, the promife 
are no more. And they who formed and 
cheriflied them, for ever removed into ano- 
ther ftate of being, are awaiting a rtfurrec^ 
Hon oflife^ or a refurreElion of damnation. If 
other warnings are ineffectual ; receive in- 
ftrudion from your departed parents and 
near kindred. Think what would be the 
advice which they would now convey to 
your ears, were it poffible that froih their 
prefent abode they could hold communica- 
tion with you. For what is your life ? hit 
not a vapour thatpajfetb away ? Who is there 
among us that can aflure himfelf that he fliall 
fee the^clofe of the year, which is now be- 
gun ? Who is there among us, my brethren, 
that can promife to himfelf that he fhall be 
found to-morrow in the land of the living ? 
We may all be alive to-morrow. But that 
,we who are now affembled together (hall not 
all be alive when twelve months fhall have 
performed their courfe, is as nearly certain as 
any thing is upoh earth. If but one of us 
fhall before that time be numbered with the 
dead : who is that perfou ? Every one of us 

Y 4 may 
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may look Hip to heaven in aweful fufpenfe 
and fay. Lord ! is it I ? Learn then through 
the grace of GodyS to number your days^ that 
yeu may apply your hearts unto wijdom (i&). 
Form no plans in your own flxength. Form 
no diftant plans. Form one plan, and one 
plan only, with folicitude : and let that plan 
be to be religious. On earth yoti are fo- 
journers and pilgrims. Of the world to 
come you will bie inhabitants for ever, l^be 
things that are f ten are temporal i the things 
that are not feen are eternal [%). If you are 
not yet a true fetvant of Chrift Jcfus ; if you 
have not yet that genuine faith which work- 
^th by love ; if it be not yet your meat and 
drinky your fupport and your comfort, fted- 
faftly to live unto God and unto Chrift, ha- 
bitually to ftrive in every particular to perform 
aJL all hazards as an obedient and aSe<Stionate 
fon the will of your heavenly Father: feek 
the grace of God while yet it may be found. 
The prefent year may look upon your grave. 

III. The apoftle, in the next place, teaches 
us what is the frame of mind, with >/?hich 
all our purpofes fliould be formed. Te ought 
to fay : If the Lord will^ wejhall do this or 
that. In all our undertakings, in all our in* 

(A) Pfalxni xc. i2. (i) 2 Cor. iv> 18. 
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tendons and our profpedls, let us remember 

thar God is the Mafter, that we are the fer- 

vants ; that we are nothing, that God is every 

thing. He fitteth in the heavens, and his 

kingdom ruleth over all. He lifteth up, and 

he cafteth down : the difpofal of the lot is 

v^ith Him : and in his hands are the iflues of 

life and death. He is the God of all power. 

To Him we ought in all things cheerfully to 

fubmit ourfelves. For what can Man do 

againft Him ? What can man do without 

Him ? How fhall any plan take efFed but by 

his fupport ? How fhall any plan fail, if it be 

fupported by Omnipotence ? He is the God 

of all wifdom. Man is loft in ignorance. 

He knows not what objeds to purfue. He 

knows not what meafures will contribute to 

the fuccefs of his purfuit. How fhall he 

choofe aright ? How fhall he direfl: his fleps 

aright? By committing himfelfto his Maker. 

Set your affedions on thofe objects, which 

God in his holy word points out as alone 

worthy of a Chriflian's regard. Purfue them on 

thofe principles, and by thofe methods, which 

the fame holy word enjoins as alone lawful to 

a Chriftian. Then will the Spirit of Chrift, 

the Spirit of Wifdom, maintain you under his 

unerring guidance. God is the God of all 

goodnefs. It is he who of his own free bounty 
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has beftowed upon you life, and all its bleC- 
fings. ^ What good gift is there, which he is 
not ready to beftow upon you ? He 
%vbo Jpared not bis own Son^ but delivered 
Him up for us all : howjloallbe not with Him 
^Ifo freely give us all things [j ) ? Will you 
not truft your interefts, prefent and future, in 
the hands of your Creator, y oi^r Prefer ver, your 
Redeenier? Let his power, his wifdom, his 
love be your confidence. Let his pleafure 
be your delight. When you meditate upon 
any defign ; let it be the language not merely 
of your lips, lut of your heart," Jftbe Lord 
** willy my purpofe will be eftablifhed/* En^ 
tertain not a wifh that it fliould be accom- 
plifhed, unlefs it be wholly comformable ta 
the will of God, Commit tby way unto the 
Lordy and he Jhall bring it to pafs {It) ; if it 
be for thy good that it ftiould be brought to 
pafs. Or if he forefees that its accomplifhmcnt 
would not be for thine advantage ; he (hall 
provide for thee real bleflings in the place of 
that imaginary good, that actual evil, which 
thou hadft ignorantly chofen for thyfelf* 

IV. The apoftle proceeds to admonifh us, 

' that the prcfumption with which men look 

forward to the accomplifhment of diftant 

(^*) Rom. vVii. 3a. (i) Pfalm xxxvii. 5. 
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plans as to certaiin events, prefumption which 
he had already (hewn to be the height of 
folly, is equally to be ftigmatifcd as guilt. 
But now ye rejoice in your'boqftings : all fucb 
rejoicing is evil. The prefumptuous men, to 
whom his epiftle was in the firft inftance ad- 
drefled, prided themfelvcs in their felf-de- 
pendence ; and openly took pleafure and 
triumphed in their vain -glorious boaftings. 
Well would it have been for the Chriftiaa 
world, if the fpirit of thofe vaunters had died 
with them ! Well is it for yourfelves, if no 
portion of it has defcended unto you ! £very 
degree, even the fmalleft degree, of fuch 
triumph, of fuch confidence, is fin. For 
what is it, but to exalt man againft his Maker ; 
to gratify human arrogance at the expence of 
the glory of God ? Is it not fin to refufe un- 
equivocally to fubmit yourfelf to the govern- 
ment of infinite power : of that infinite power 
which moulded you out of nothing, and con- 
ferred upon you thofe very faculties which you 
are employing as inftruments of difobedience ? 
Is it not fin to refufe to refign yourfelf to the 
diredion of infinite wifdom : of that infinite 
wifdom which has unceafingly difplayed itfelf 
in providing for your welfare ; and has de- 
vifed for your deliverance from fin and death 
eternal a plan of redemption fo ftupendous 

as 



Digitized by ' 



Google 



33^ On Prefumpiuous Pla^s. 

as to fill the hofts of heaven with admiration 
and amazement ? Is it not fm to refufe joy- 
fully to acquiefce in the determiiiations of 
infinite goodnefs ; of that infinite goodnefe 
which is every moment miniftering to you 
comfort ; wWich drew down the Son of the 
Moft High from the bofom of the Father, 
to die for you while you were yet enemies, 
that He might reconcile you to God by His 
blood ? Where is rebellion, where is pride, 
where i^ ingratitude, if not here ? Where is 
your faith in God, if you hefitate unre- 
fervedly to confide in Him ? Where is. your 
reverence for Him if you Icruple any token 
of obedience ? Where is your humility, if 
you abafe not your own judgement before 
His counfels ? Where is your refignation, if 
you furrender not all your wiflies to His 
choice ? Where is your patience, if you are 
not content to await his pleafure ? Where is 
your fortitude, if you fhrink from bearing the 
abfence of that which He fees fit to withhold, 
the lofs of that which He fees fit to take 
away ? Where is your love for Chrift, if you 
decline any fubmiflion, any facrifice, for yis 
fake ? Where is the fpirit of a Chriftian, if 
you daringly form plans, or boafl:fully pro- 
claim them, as though you were independent 
of God ? Where is the imitation of your 
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Lord, if you refiife to pray, like Him, in the 
finccrity of your foul ; Father ! Not my will 
but thine be done ? 

V. The infpired penman, having thus fet 
forth the pron^nefs of men prefumptuoufly 
to promife to themfelves the fuccefs of diftanC 
fchemes and undertakings, the folly and the 
finfulnefs of fuch conduct, and the fubmiffive 
and pious temper of mind with which the 
plans and purpofes of a Chriftian muft be 
accompanied ; concludes the fubjeft with a 
moft important admonition. ^herefote to 
bim that knoweth to do goody and doeth it not; 
to him it is Jin. The knowledge of our duty, 
fince the Giver of good gifts offers to all 
men ability to perform that which they know 
him to require, takes away all pretences f^r 
not performing it, and leaves us without ex- 
cufe. If I bad not come and fpoken Unto tbem^ 
faid Chrift, they had not had Jin : but now they 
have no cloke for their fn. If ye were blind; 
if you had not the natural capacity of under- 
ftanding your duty, or if you had never poC- 
fefled the means of afcertaining the will of 
God ; ye Jhould have no fin. But now ye fay ^ 
We fee : therefore your fin remaineth (/). Ig- 
norance, not if it be wilful, but if it be un- 
(/) Johnyix. 41. XV. 22. 

avoidable! 
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avoidable, is an apology for negled and 
tranfgreflion. The times even of comparative 
ignorance God may have winked at. But nov^ 
commands he every man every where to re-- 
pent. You may have been, and it is probable 
that moft of you have been, of the number of 
thofe who have again and again committed 
that very fin, concerning which St. James dif- 
courfts in the paflage which you have heard. 
' Refle£t, and call yourfelves to an account. 
Confider whether you have not indulged 
yourfelves in the habit of laying plans in- 
cluding a large fpaoe of time, and of looking 
forward to expedled events ftill at a difta^cc 
without a due and lively fenfe of the uncer- 
tainty and the (hortnefs of life, the vanity of 
all worldly wifdom, and the perpetual changes, 
impoflible to be forefeeij by man, to which all 
human affairs are every moment expofed ; in a 
word, without a faithful and lively recolledipn 
of the overruling providence of God,a cheerful 
fubmlffion to His cqunfels, and a grateful de- 
pendence on Him alone for ftrength, pro- 
teftion, and fuccefs. Confider whether your 
language, when you have communicated your 
defigns to others, has not been a counterpart* 
in fpirit if not in expreffion, to that of the 
boafters in the days of St. James, who arro- 
gantly declared their intentions of going to 

traffic 
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trafEc for a year th this or in that city with 
as much confidence as though there had noc 
exifted a God to controul or to cut them off, 
Confider whether, if on fuch occafions you 
have introduced fome mention of reference 
to the divine pleafure* and permiflion, the 
exprefljon of refignation and dependence has 
flowed warmly from your heart ; or has been 
a cold and formal phrafe produced only to 
fuftain a decorous appearance among mem 
Does your cohfcience reply that 'in fpirit 
and in langua;:re you have refembled thofe 
children of pride ? I fear that you have lit- 
tle to plead in extenuation on the ground of 
ignorance. In this country, and in your 
fituation, you cannot have remained venially 
ignorant of your duty. . In this country, and 
in your fituation, in proportion as you have 
been ignorant, you have been ignorant wil- 
fully. Humble yourfelves and repent. la 
the fincerity . of humiliation and penitence 
fupplicate the Father of mercies, that through 
the atonement and the interceffion of the 
Lord Jefus your fin may be blotted out: 
that for His fake the prefumptuous devi- 
ces of your heart and the boaftful lan- 
guage of your lips may be forgiven; and 
that grace may be beftowed upon you by 
the Holy Spirit to preferve you from repeat- 
ing 
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ing the offence. By whatever qlouds your 
mind may heretofore have been obfcured, you 
now know that which is good : and, if you 
do it not, to you it is fin. Be confcientious 
in aifiing conformably to the full extent of 
your knowledge. Be careful for nothing, 
except faith and holinefs. Seek firftthc king- 
dom of God and His rightcoufnefs ; and all 
things eflential to your earthly welfare Ihail 
be added unto you. Stretch not your thoughts 
forward to remote plans of worldly intereft. 
In all your plans remember that the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth, and diftributeth 
all things to every man feverally as He will. 
Leave all things in His hands, with gratitude 
for His pad mercies, with undoubting reliance 
on His wifdom and his love. In difcourfing 
Concerning your future purpofes, be not 
ajhamed when it concerneth thy fouL Let it 
be vifible, unoftentatioufly yet clearly vifible^ 
that you refer and commit every event to the 
good pleafure of your Father who is in hea- 
ven. Why takeji tfjou thought^ why art thou 
difquieted with anxiety ; for the morrow f 
The morrow Jhall take thought for the things of 
itfelf Why ftraineft thou thine aching eyes 
in fpeculating on airy phantoms ? Why 
buildeft thou for thyfelf vifionary palaces 
amidft the vapours that hang on the extremity 
I of 
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df the Iky ? Thou haft here no continuing 
city. Seek one to come. Seek an houfe not 
made with bands ^ cternnl in the heavens : a city 
having foundations^ whofe builder and maker is' 
God im). 

Finally: remember that the concluding ad- 
monition which St. James has fo pertinently 
applied to the immediate fubjed of his d^f- 
courfe, is in its nature a general prqccpt, 
applicable to every branch and circumftance 
of duty* Whether faith or pra6tice, whether 
doSrines to be received, tempers to be che* 
riihed, or adtions to be performed, be in 
queftion : whether to govern or to ferye, to 
labour or to endure, to glorify God through 
the Lord Jefus by evil report or by good 
report, by life or by death, be the office 
to which the Chriftiar> is called forth : it 
is equally and univerfally true, that, to him 
that knoweth to do good and doetb it not^ to 
him it isjin. Reftridl not to fpecial occafions, 
circumfcribe not by unwarranted limitationsi 
a precept comprehenfive as the fpherc of 
human agency. Are ydu weary of well- 
doing ? , Are you folicitous to curtail the re- 
quired tribute of obedience ? Are you inclined 
to cherifti ignorance, or to diflemble know- 

. (m) t Cor. V. I. Hebr. xi, lo. 
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ledge, if you may thus efcape from the obli- 
gation of rendering an additional teftimony 
of love and gratitude to God ? Is there any 
love, any gratitude, in the bofom where 
fuch thoughts are harboured ? Is there any 
fenfe of equity in that bofom ? Has thy Cre- 
ator merited thus at thine hand ! Haa Hie 
been a niggard in His mercies to thee \ Haf 
He pared away from thy portion every fuper- 
fluity of comfort ? When thou waft in bon- 
dage to fm and death eternal ; did His {)oWer 
make no exertion, did His wifdom devife no 
counfel, did His goodnefs fuggeft no facrifice, 
for thy fake ? Out of thine own mouth (halt 
thou be judged, thou wicked fervant \ Is this 
the free-will offering of the heart ? Is this to 
ferve God not grudgingly^ and as it were ofnt* 
cejjityf What is the language of genuine 
gratitude, of genuine love f I am thine : / 
have longed after thy precepts. With my wbok 
heart have Ifoagbt thee. In, the path of thy 
commandments do I delight. Thy word is very 
pure : therefore thy fervant loveth it. I love 
thy commandments above gold^ yea above fne . 
gold. I rejoice at thy word as one tbatfndetb 
great fpoiU I efteem all thy precepts concerning 
4dl things to be right. ^ All thy commandmentt 
are rigbteoufnefs . O that my ways were direSled 
to keep thy Jlatutes I Thenjhall I not be ojhamed 
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HJoben I have reJpeSi unto all thy command^ 
fnenfs{n). If you by claim to the denomination 
of a difcipte of Jefus Chrifti be it in every point 
and on every occafion your main concern to 
fulfiUyour known duty to the Father, the Son ^ 
and the Holy Ghofl ; and your duty to your 
ndghbour, as a branch of your duty to God» 
Without that ftedfaft concern, you poflefs 
not the difpofition of a Ghriftian. If, through 
the renovating influence of divine grace, you 
have attained by efFedual prayer this regene- 
rate frame of foul ; and if, through the fame 
grace, you hold it fad unto the end : then^are 
you in Cbrijl a new creature. Then have you 
fcriptural authority for your hopes that, whe^ 
ther in the courfe of the prefent year you 
fhall be numbered with your fathers, or fliall 
be preferved unto the dawning of another, 
you ihall be found of your Lord in peace, 
and be accepted through the righteoufnefs 
ofChrift. 

(0) Pf. czix. 5, & 10. 35^ 40. 94* i27» laS. 140. 162^179* 
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SERMON XVI. 

On the Guilt and the Confequences of dc- 
fpifing the Divine Threatenings. 



GENESIS, XIX. 14. 



And Lot went out^ and /pake unto bis Sons-in^ 
lawy , which married bis Daughters^ and 
/aid: " Up ; get you out of this Place : for 
" the Lord will dejlroy this City.'' But 
be feemed as one that mocked unto bis Sons^ 
inlaw. 

T\^AN, fallen from original hollnefs, dark- 
ened in lus underftanding and perTerted 
in his defires, transforms bleffings into evils^ 
The means of happinefs configned by the 
divine goodhefs to his application become, 
under his blind and unhallowed management, 
caufes and inftruments of ruin. The food, 
by which his bojdy is to be fuftained in health 
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and vigour, h^ employs to pamper latenyper- 
ance ; and corrupts into^ a fource of difeafe, 
of weaknefs, of anguifli, of decay, Fror^ 
the word of God, the bread of life, he con- 
trives to extraft poifon. Expert ; in devinng 
mifchief againft himfelf, he draws from the 
fountain of pure dodrine and unfullied 
righteoufhefs imaginary cordials for un^ 
chriftian opinions, and imaginary palliativea 
for unchriftian practices* Unkamtd and un^ 
Jlable^ be wrtfts at prefent, aa in the days of 
&\. Peter, the Scriptures to bis own defiruSlion^ 
In no inftance is the depraved perverfenefs of 
the human mind more glaring thaa in the 
abufe of the long-fuffering m^rcy of God. 
The divine forbearance, deferring from time 
to time the already protrafted vengeance; 
prolonging the hitherto negleded interval of 
probation ; railing again and again with louder 
fummons the hitherto unregarded call to re- 
pentance ; renewing and enlarging the hither- 
to defpifed means and wafted opportunities 
'of grace: is beheld as miniftering encourage- 
ment to careleflhefs in fin. Man, .obftinately 
infenfible to the accuftomexL difpenfations 
of mercy, hardens himfelf againft extraordi- 
nary interpofitions of Providence : and will 
Aot repent and believe, tbougb one Jbould rife 
from the dcad^ nor though an angel ihoul4 
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bear to him a fpecial warnio^ from th^ Moft 
High. 

Among the diiferent nations whidb, to tho 
diys of Abraham^ inhabited the land of Ca^ 
naan, the people of Sodom and Gomorrali 
were diftinguiihed by fuperiority in wipked- 
nefd. The cry of the cities arofe unto 
heaven; and called for yengeance on the 
grievoufQefs of their fin. The loog-iufferi^g 
«f God was exhauftad : the feafon of trial 
vras fulfilled : the hour of mercy was paft ; 
<he ftorm of fire and brimftone was ready to 
descend. Ao^oog thjsfe habitations of guik 
Lot, the nephew of Abraham, had been va^ 
happily induced, by the fruitfulnefs of the 
furix)unding country, to take up his abode. 
He was a juft and righteous man^ faith St. 
Peter j and ih feeing and hearing vexed pis 
righteous fiul from day ta day with their »«- 
iawful deeds {a). In confideration ci hie 
general righteoufnefs, and from tender regard 
to Abraham, God mercifully pardoned the 
criminal condud of Lot in continuing to 
dwell in fo Impious a region ; and determined 
by a fpepial interpofition of providential grace 
to fend him forth from the impending de^- 
ftrudlion. The two angels, the minifters cf 
^iyine wrath, faid unto Lot j He^ft thm any 

[f) z fat. ii. 7, 8. 
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here bcfides ? Son-in-law^ and thy fonsy and 
thy daughters^ and whatfoever thou baft in the 
city^ bring them out of this place. For we will 
dtftroy this place : hecatife the cry of them is 
waxen^ great before the face of the Lordy and 
the Lord hath fent us to defiroy it. The 
words filled Lot with difmay. That his wife 
lind his unmarried daughters^ inhabitants of 
ills own houfe, and accuftomed to look up to 
him for diredion, would obediently accom- 
pany his flight, might be no prefumptuous ex« 
pedation. But for his fons-in-law, dwelling 
apart in houfes of their own, and free from 
his control as to the guidance of their per- 
fonal condudi and that of their families, his 
heart trembled He went out and fpake unto 
them, and faid. Up ; get you out ofthisphoe :for 
the Lord will dejlroy this city. How was the 
exhortation received ? He fumed as one thqt 
mocked unto his fons-inlaw I His words feemed 
unto them as idle tales : and they believed them 
not^ They beheld terror painted in his coun- 
tenance 4 they beheld the anxious earneftneis 
of his demeanour : they heard him announce 
nothing lefs than utter deftrudion : they heard 
lum announce it folemnly in the name of God« 
What was the eflfed ? Hardened, by the deceit- 
fulne& of fin, they turned from him as an un- 
welcome diftUrber of their tranquillity, a trou- 
' Z 4 blefome 
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blefome and unfeafonable interrupter of their 
pleafures. They regarded him as a dreamer; 
a felf-appointed prophet of evil tidings ; a 
gloomy and over-righteous enthuflaft, fearing 
where no fear was, and needlefsly torment- 
ing himfelf and others by difcourfing of the 
jmger of God, when no fuch anger exifted, 
and of judgements and overwhelming ven- 
geance never deftined to take place. Hefeemed 
unto them as one that mocked. They defpifed 
his counfel : they refufed to fly for deliver- 
ance from that feat of corruption : and within 
the fpace of very fevv hours, they peri(hed 
in the univerfal deftrudion of the guilty land. 
I proceed, in humble reliance on the divine 
blefling, by which alone religious inftruftion, 
whether public or private, is rendered effica* 
clous, to apply for your edification thofe cir- 
.cumftances in the hiftory of Lot and his fons- 
in-law, which arc particularly mentioned ia 
the text. 

Perhaps, however, you may be difpofed 
to fay within yourfelves ; " Why reprcfent 
** as applicable to' us, the cafe of the moft de- 
*** tellable tranfgreffors whom. the world has 
** witneffed? Are we, like unto them, finriers 
** above all ? Are we the by- word and fcandal 
" X)f the land f Are we, beyond all others, 
^* noloripus for difobeying and difregarding 
^ .. " rcU* 
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•• religion?" God forbid. But were tlot all 
things, which were written aforetime in the 
Scriptures, written for our learning? ^Isit 
foreign to the purpofe, for which we are aC- 
. fembled, to fet before you any' example of 
divine indignation poured out upon wicked- 
nefs ? Do not two of the apoftles of Chrift, 
3t. Peter and St. Jude, apply this very ex- 
ample to you, and to all mankind ? Do they 
not aver that Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbouring cities, condemned with an over- 
throw, turned into aflies, and fufFering the 
vengeance of eternal fire, are fet forth for an 
cnfample unto all that afterwards fhall live 
ungodly; an enfample that all who fhall 
thenceforth live ungodly (hall be referyed 
unto the day of judgement to be punifh- 
•ed {b) ? Does not our Saviour himfelf apply 
to you and to all men this identical example ? 
Does he not folemnly affirm to his difciples 
concerning all who {hould not hear and re- 
ceive their words j and confequently concern- 
ing all who fhould not^ receive and obey the 
gofpel, whoever may be the preacher of it • 
that in the day of Judgement it fhall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and, Gomor- 
rah, than for them [c] ? 

(h) 2 Pet, ii. 6—9. Jude, 7. {c) Matth. x. 15. 
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I. Let U6 in the firft place attend to the 
exhortation addrefled by Lot to his fons-io* 
law \ Up ; get you out of tbu place: for the 
Lord will dejlroy this city. 

Confider what was the fituation of theie 
nen. They dwelt in i city fubjed^ to the 
dominion of fin» They had conftantly hc^ 
fore their eyes the example of numbers liv« 
ing without the fear of God, and in the 
gsofleft difobedience to His holy command- 
ments* They were contiaually expofed to 
the danger of being rendered, by becoming 
iamiliar with wickednefa, infeofible of the 
Jbeinous guilt of ofiendiag God. Thej 
livTClt in a eity which in confequence of its 
finfuinefs deferved immediate deftrufiion i'a 
a city which^ when time and opportunity 
abundantly fbfficknt for trial and repentance 
iiad been afforded^ was devoted to immediate 
deftrudion* The divine mercy ilill extended 
to them one reflate, one opportunity, one 
warning more- " To-day, if ye will hear 
" my voice, harden not your hearts. Bled 
** for your lives. If you linger, you are mu . 
** done. Get you out of this city ; fot the 
** Lord will deftroy it. Come out of this 
<" city, that ye receive not of ho: fins, and 
^ that ye be not partakers of her plagues." 

Such 
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Such was the admonition, fuch the injunc- 
tion, which God delivered by His angels to 
the fons-in-law of Lot. 

Is there not a real, is there not a neafre- 
fetnblance between the outward condition of 
thofe unhappy m^n and your own ? You 
dwell in k world which the Scriptures pro- 
Tiounce to be under the dominion of (in ; a 
world fubjeft to. the power of Satan, the 
prince of this worlds the God of this world % 
a world to which you are not to belong, a 
world to which you are not to be conformed, 
9 world which you are nojt to love, a world 
to which you are to be crucified; a world 
whofe friendftiip is enmity with God. You, 
like the fons-in-law of Lot, are incefiantly 
obnoxious to the contagion of peftilent ex- 
ample. You are encircled by multitudes 
living in wickednefs ; regardlefs of God, 
tranfgreflling His commandments, negleding 
His ordinances, wilfully ignorant of His writ- 
ten word, profaners of His day and of His 
name. With perfons of this defcription you 
are conftrained, more or lefs, by the bufinefe 
of life to aflbciate. You witnefs their prac- 
tices ; you hear their fentiments ; y (>u become 
converfant with their principles. To the in- 
fcSious influence of thefe praSices, dF thefc 
fentijnents, of thefe principles, you are ex- 

2 pofcd 
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pofed day by day. You dwell in a world 
ifeferving of deftrudion ; and condemned, if 
the appointed feafon of repentance (hall have 
pafled away in vain, to deftrudion for ever 
and ever, to the vengeance of eternal fire. 
To you, as to the fons in-law of Lot, life and 
the means of falvation are afforded: To you 
the exhortation is ftill addreffed ; " Arife, 
** and flee for your lives. Flee from the 
** wrath to come. Save yourfelvcs from this 
** untoward generation. Come forth, and 
** be ye feparate. Keep yourfelvcs unfpotted 
*• from the world, that ye be not condemned 
•* with the world,'* 

Such then is your fituation. Such is the 
fituation of every one, who hears the found 
of the gofpel. Contagion furrounds you : 
deftrudion lies before you. You are defiled, 
miferable, and helplefs. Yet ftill there is tt 
call of mercy ; ftill there is a way ^o efcape. 
The .God whom you have offended places 
deliverance within your reach. The Son of 
God becomes man, and gives his life to pur- 
chafe your falvation. He commands, he in- 
vites, he encourages you to fly to Him for 
falvation. He promifes to you not only 
the pardon of fm, not only the enlightening 
and fupporting grace of the Holy Ghoft ; 
but a crowa of glory that fadcth not away, 

a king«- 
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a kingdom of blefTednefs In his prefeiice, at ^ 
his right-hand, throughout eternity. This 
is the blefled hope which he fets before youi 
provided that your life on earth be dedicated 
to Him : that you renounce the world, the 
fleih, and the devil ; that you live not unte 
yourfelves, but unto Him who died for you. 
At the fame time He forewarns you in terms 
as ftrong as language can fupply that, if you 
refufe his offered grace, the punifhment into 
which the fent^nce of divine >juftjce is pre- 
pared to plunge you will be proportioned 
to the happinefs which you have obftinately 
mnd ungratefully renounced : that there re- 
maineth no more facrifice for fin : there re- 
maineth nothing for you to eternity but wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh, weeping and wailing 
and gnafliing of teeth ; the lake of which 
the burning flood wherein Sodom and Go- 
morrah were engulphed was an emblem, t^he 
lake of fire and brimftone, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is never quenched. 

^ IT. Confider, in the next place, the man- 
ner in which the fons in law of Lot received 
his aweful admonition. 

He feemed unto them as one that mocked. 
Their condudl difclofes to us their character. 
They had evidently fct their hearts on the 

worldly 
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worldly advantages which, in their appre* 
henfion, attended the place where they rc-» 
fided : and they made little account of its 
wickednefs. They faw that the furrounding 
country, even all the plain of Jordan, was 
well watered and luxuriant j ofiering abun- 
dant pafturage at all feafons for their flocks 
and herds ; and promifing a great and con-* 
tiniial increafe of wealth. They beheld with 
complacency the licentious manners of the 
city devoted to conftant revellings and rior^ 
Like the men of Athens when St.Paul dif- 
courfed of Jefus and the refurreftion ; " Tbou 
" bringtftl' faid they to their father, ^'Jirang§ 
" tbitfgs to our ears.'^ When he defcribed to 
them the fudden appearance of the angels ; 
they perhaps exclaimed^ like Feftus, when 
Paul related the manifeftation from Heaven 
of Jefus Chrift for his converfion, ** Thou art 
** beftde thyfelf: much learning doth make tbcc 
" mad'' When he teftified to them, thai 
God was about to overwhelm the city with 
tcrrible'and extraordinary judgements : they 
probably replied in language like that of the 
fcofFers mentioned by St. Peter ; ** Where is 
" tbepromife of bis coming ? For alltbings con^ 
** tinue as tbey were from the beginning of the 
** creation'' The love of profit, or of plea- 
fure, blinded their underftandings and feared 
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their confclences* They were puffed up 
with felf-conceit. They were hardened ia 
iinbelief. They treated the meffenger, whom 
God had commifiioned to warn them c^ 
their danger^ and to point out the method of 
cfcape^ as one that was ignorant or an im- 
poftor ; as one who was himfelf deceived^ 
or defirous of impofrng upon them ; as one 
who pr^ended to knowledge beyond his 
reach, and held forth afalfereprefentationof his 
Mailer's will. They gave not themfelves the 
trouble to enquire and examine into the truth 
of Lot's declarations. They did not return 
with him to his houfe to fatisfy themfelves 
whether in reality two angels were there j 
whether any communication as to the purpofes 
of God had been vouchfafed to their father-in- 
law ; whether the city, as he affirmed, was 
about to be deftroyed. They liftened to him 
with careleflhefs and contempt. His meflage 
did not fuit their inclinations and their preju- 
dices: and they at once rejeded and de- 
rpifed the monitor, and the warning. 

My brethren ! In many refpedls the conduft 
of a large portion of the world bears at this day 
a clofe refemblance to that of the fons-in-law 
of Lot, and arifes fron> the fame principles* 
When the great doctrines of the gofpel are 
propofed as comprehending and difclofmg the 
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appointed method of falvatlon ; what numbefs 
difregard or defpife them ! When the holy 
commandpients of God af& explained and en* 
forced as indifpenfably and in every particu^ 
lar binding upon- every man ; what numbers 
withhold their aflent from the ftridaeTa 
of fuch interpretations of the Scriptures I 
When the terrors of the world to come are 
difplayed, when the wrath and vengeance of 
God, the everlafting flames of Hell, are rer 
vealed againil all ungodlinefs and unrighte* 
oufnefs of men ; what numbers refufe ta 
credit the tremendous * truth ! The minifter 
of the gofpel feemeth unto them as oi^e" 
that mocketh. Many fcruple not openly to 
treat as idle^ tales propofttions fo little indul* 
gfent to felf-righteoufnefs, to unholy deeds, 
to pride of underftanding, to flight ideas of 
the guilt of fin, to blind and arrogant fpecu- 
lationg concerning the nature and the extent 
of divine mercy. They profefs, that, for their 
part, they think it fufficient to receive the 
' promifes of redemption in a general accep- 
tation, without bufying ihemfelves with cu- 
rious enquiries into particulars: that they 
difcern not the neceflity of regarding and of 
believing that minutely detailed account of 
the nature and office of Chrift, which othera 
appear fo defirous of obtruding upon them :: 

that 
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tbat they look not to niceties of faith, but 
tb regularity of condud : thj^t, as to holinefs^ 
man is frail and God is merciful : that^ with^ 
out pretending to that unattainable righte^^ 
oafnefs which' is pronounced from pulpita 
And in books of divinity to be eflential to 
falvaition^ lighteoufnefs which would put a 
flop to all the neceflary dealings of life and 
all the tranfa^tions and intercourfe of the 
world, they doubt not but that they fhall ont 
the whole lead fuch refpedtable lives as will 
entitle them, through the help of Ghrift 
leaking up their^deficiencies, to the kingdom 
of heaven : and that for fuch perfons as by 
grofs wickednefs. fhall altogether fall (hort of 
heaven, the goodnefs of God will certainly 
provide fome punifhment more moderate and 
more reafonable than that which the unre« 
lenting ferverity of learned enquirers imagines* 
itfelf, and is glad to ima^ne itfelf, to have 
difcovered in the New Teftament. Such are 
the fcornful and daring murmurs, the great 
JwelUng words J of many, who, while* they 
cull themfelves followers of Chrjft, nourifh 
the temper and fpirit of unbelievers. Others, • 
lefs bold in their averfion to the truth as it is 
in jfeliis,\are in their hearts little lefs removed 
than the fcoffers already mentioned from an 
humble fubmiilion to the dodrines and com- 
< Vou I. A a mandments 
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BiandmeDts, and an humble belief of the 
threateQings, recorded in the word of God. 
How does thia fad appear ? By the beft evi- 
dence : by the life and a<^ons« The tree \% 
known by its fruit. Look at the fruits of 
i^h men. When you fee perfons paying 
fto pra<flical regard to the declarations of the 
Almighty : what is this but to treat his de-» 
clarations as an idle tale ? When you fee a 
man trufting for falvation principally to fi^ 
pofed merits of his own : is it not plain tluit 
he treats as an idle tale the fundamental doo» 
trine of the gofpel, that falvation is purchafed 
entirely by the atonement of Chrift ; that it 
is to be fought only through faith in His 
blood; and that good works, though indif- 
penfably required of every Chriftian, are 
valiiable only as fruits and proofs of faitb» 
nor as being themfelves pure in the (ight of 
God, and ftill lefs as poflefling any power of 
buying ofFtHe punifhment due to traafgref- 
fion? When you fee a man confideatly de* 
pending on bis own ftrength for ability ta 
fervc God acceptably : does he not prove 
ihBL he treats as an idle tale the unequivocal 
aiFertions both of the Old and of the New 
Teftam^nr, that of ouriielves we can do no* 
thing which is good ; that by nature we are. 
eorrupt, and enemies^ to God ; tba^it b God 
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who worketh in ua both to will and to do 
that which is right } that we cannot be pre- 
ferved for a fii]igle moment in faith and holt"* 
nefs but bj the (andifying grace of the Holy 
Ghoft ? When you fee a perfon, though 
abftaining from fome (ins, wilfully perfifting 
in others : is it not evident that he treats as 
an idle tale thofe many warnings in the Scrip*^ 
tures, that any one criminal habit, whether 
it be drunkennefs, or uncleannefs, or theft, or 
covetoufnefs, or envy, or lying, or malice, 
or any other (in, wilfully and obftinately in* 
dulged, will plunge him into hell? When 
you fee a perfon as it were defying the anger 
of God by carelefs difobedience : is it not 
manifeft that in practice he treats as an idle 
tale the fentence of everlafting damnation, 
everlafling fire, the worm that never dies, 
the flame that never (hall be quenched ? 
Surely to fuch men the Lord God Om^ 
nipotent, the Creator, the King, and th« 
Judge of the univerfe, feemeth as one that 
mocketh ! 

III. Confider, in th^ third place, the con« 
fequences^ of treating as an idle tale, as the 
Words of one that mocketh, the declarations 
of Almighty God. 

A a 2 Be 
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Be not deceived; God is not mocked : Jor 
wbatfoever a man fowetbj that Jball he aljh 
reap. Let God be true^ but every man a Vtar* 
Tby wordy O God^ is true from tbe beginningm. 
Hatb Hefpoken ; andjijall He not do it f Bre^ 
tbreUy we have not followed cunningly devifed 
fablesy when we made known unto you tbe 
power and coming of our Lord Jefus Cbrif. 
Knowing tbe terror of tbe Lord^ we perfuade 
men [d). 

Enquire now of the days which are gone 
what has been the end of all thofe, who in 
paft ages have difregarded the denunciations 
of God. Let God be the Judge between 
you, and tbofe who admonifh you in His 
-name. Let God by His paft difpenfations 
be the interpreter of His own word. When 
our firft parents liftened in paradife to the 
enfnaring queftion of the Tempter, Tea ; batb 
God faidy ye Jball not eat of every tree of tbe 
garden : when^ giving ear to Jiis confident 
aflertion, yc Jball not furely die^ they ventured 
to conlider the fentence of death as a judge- 
ment not defigned to be carried into execu- 
tion : what wais the confequence I They 
brought ruin upon themfelves and upon their 

(J) Gal. VI. 7. Rom. lii. 4. Ff. cxix. x6o.' Namb.xxilu 
19. 2 Pet. i. 16. 3 Cor. r. II. 
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pofterity. When Noah admoniihed the world . 
that the Spirit of God would ftill ftrive with 
lioful man only during the period of an hun« 
dmi and twenty years vouchfafed for trial 
;aind ' repentance : when that Preacher of 
}(.ighteoufner$ feemed unto them as one. that 
mocked; what was the end of the unbe-> 
lieyers? The deluge came at its appointed 
hour, and fwept them to deftrudlion. When 
the. fons-in-Uw of Lot made light of the 
threatening^ of God : what was the cyeot ? 
They were overwhelmed at fun-rife by the 
tempeft of fire ao'H brimftone. When Phar 
raoh cried^ Who is the Jjord that J Jbould 
obey bis voiced When^he hardened his heart, 
and gave no credit to the warnings of Mofes : 
flid God forbear to fulfil his wgrd ? Plague 
after plague overtook the king of Egypt: 
till having feen his country laid wafte by 
^liracles of divine vengeance, and his owi( 
firft-born, together with the firft-born of alj 
bis people, cut off in a fingle night, he pe- 
rifhed with his mighty hoft rn the Red Sea^ 
When the Jews in the days of Jeremiah Ihut 
their ears againil his melTage from Jehovah, 
that the city of Jerufalem ihould be deftroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar : did the words of the 
prophet prove an idle tale ? The Chaldeaij 
^rmy tool;: the city, and burned it tQ th? 
Aa3 grouadt 
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ground. When Nebuchadnezzar bimfdf ia 
the pride of his heart defpifed the impend^* 
ing judgements revealed to him by Daniel : 
did they fail of coming to pafs f At^ the end 
of twelve months, a voice from heaven was 
heard proclaiming that the hour was come ; 
and the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar: the kingdom was taken from him, 
and he was driven from men, and did eat 
grar$ as oxen, and his dwelling was virith 
the hearts of the field. When the Jews in 
later times heard from the mouth of Jefus 
Chrift that of their beloved city not one done 
fliould be left upon another : when the Son 
pf God feemed as one that mocked to the 
people whom he came to fave : what was the 
relult ? The Roman armies advanced, and 
miierably deftroyed thofe finners, and took 
away their place and nation* With all thefe 
examples before you, do you treat the word$ 
of God as idle talcs, and hope to efcape? 
In the fate of thefe defpifers do you not read 
your own ? Has the Omnipotent poured out 
ppon all others the vengeance, which He has 
threatened againft the impenitent and unbe- 
lieying ; and (hall He not pour it forth upon 
you ? For your fake alone will He abrogate 
His word? For your fake alone will He 
annul His law3 eftablifhe4 from eternity 

un1:q 
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Unto etermty ? Dcai plainly with:yotirfelve«. 
Search out and fift your imaginations. As- 
certain what i8 that twig of hope to whick 
you are clinging. Bring forth to the teft of 
Tcriptural examina^tion the fecret fupport, be 
it what it may, which buoys yoti up with 
txpedations that there (hall at leaft be a par- 
tial remiffion of the doom denounced againll 
guilt. Tea and why even of yourjelves jndge 
ye not 'what Is right \e) ? Bring it forth to a 
teft which you behold with more complacent 
eyes, the teft of reafon. Is it ignorance that 
you afcribe to the Omnifcient ^ Do you pre-' 
(lime that He, to whom the future is naked 
as the paft, perceives not as yet His own pur* 
pofes ? From fuch a delufion folly itfelf turns 
a^fide. It is not oh fucli a pknk that you 
truft to furvive (hipwreck. Da you then 
flatter yourfelf that He with whom there is 
no variabknefs norjbadow of turnings He who 
is the fame yejierday^ and to-day and for ever^ 
will fuddenly e:scchange ftedfaftnefs for in* 
conftancy, and abolifli His fixed and promul-» 
gated decree'? You abjure this madnefs* 
** If the deftrudion," you exclaim, " of the 
*' {inner be indifputable until ficklenefs can 
♦• be imputed to the Moft High ; there re- 
•* maineth no refuge from defpair." , And 

(#) Luke, xii. 57, 

A a 4 what 
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what refuge from defpair remaineth to th« 
perfcvering (ianer ?, Produce your hidden 
confolation. Difclofe the bottom of your 
heart. . Tardy and reludant as is th$ qonfefr 
iion, it is at length extracted. Yqu conceive 
that the Deity has decreed from the begins 
ning to relax from His threatened judges 
fnents: thatwhile^ fpr the purpofe of aweiog 
men into righteoufnefs, vengeance arrayed 
in fiery, terrors aflumes her feat in the clouds ; 
mercy ia at hand to avert the moft fprmicj" 
^ble of h$r bolts, and to QfiitX^ the o^ende^ 
from all but that lighter ch^flifement, the 
fear of which would have been inadequa^ 
to the prevention of tranfgrefnons. Comr 
pare then thy theory, thou who adveiltureft 
to theorife. concerning the counfela of thy 
God ; compare thy theory with fads* If in 
the denunciations of future vengeance st part 
only be intended for accomplifl^ment, while 
the refidue is empty air : whence is it that 
paft menaces have been fulfilled to the utter-^ 
moft ? Why was the old world deftroyed by 
the flood ? Why were Sodom and Gomorrahi 
and the incredulous fon^in^law of Lot over* 
whelmed? Why was Pharaoh cut off? Why did 
the Egyptian hoft perifh to a man ? Why was 
JerufaJem delivered unto Nebuchadnezzar to 
^e uprooted fron* ^he founds^tions ? Wh;jr was 
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tht kuig of Babylon driven out to dwell and 
e^t grafs with oxen ? Why wgre the Jews 
extirpated by the Rpmans from their Jiativc 
land ? Proceed a ftep farther, . Copapare thy^ 
theory wi|h the attributes of the GodJheaiJ*'. 
h not thy God a God of truth and holinefe t. 
Yet thou phargeft Hiro with premeditated 
taIf^hood« P^ft tliou expe^ His proraife& 
to be punau^lly fulfilled I , r Why ? pecauf^ 
H^-is faithfql and xighteous. And dp Qp^ 
f^itbfulnefs ynx^ rightepuf?iieis ^ually rpijiiire 
the pundtual fulfilment of His threatepipgs ^ 
Do notpromifes andthreatenings (land equally 
on the word of God? Is not the truth of 
God equally pledged in both ? Is it not equally 
falfehoDd to depart from either ? Be not de« 
ceived. Jf we believe not^ yet God abidetb 
faithful: He cannot deny bimfelf The wicked 
Jball be turned into belli and all the people tbat 
forget God: Tbe Son of Man Jball fend fortb 
bis angels ; and they Jball gather out of bis 
kingdom all things tbat ojfend^ andtbem which 
do iniquity ; and Jball caft them into a furnace 
of fre : there Jball be wailing and gnq/bing of 
teeth. Thefe fayings are faithful and true. 
Thefe are the truejayin^s of God {f). Con- 
fider thefe things j left judgement andjufticc 

(f) 3 Tim. ii. 1 39 f f. ix. 17, M^ttji. v^u 411 42. Rev. 
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take hold on you, and there be none to de- 
fiver. Clofe not your eyes againft the warn- 
ings of the gofpel. Be convinced that God 
will bring upon the wicked all the punifliment 
which He has denounced againft them as 
furely as He will beftow upon the righteous 
the glories, which C3irift has purchafed for 
them vdth His blood. Remember the Tons- 
in-law of Lot. < Fly from the contagion of 
guilt: fly from fin, the certain forerunner of 
deftrudioh. Life is fet before you. Why 
will ye die ? 
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SERMON XVII. 



On the Guilt of eftablifliing unfcriptural 
Principles of Condud, ' 



ISAIAH, V, ao. 

JVat unto them that call Evil Good^ and Good 
Evil ; that put Darknefs for Ugbt^ and 
Ugbt for Darknefs ; that put Bitter for 
Sweety and Sweet for Bitter ! 

'THE fteps by which error gains poflTef^ 
iion of the human mind are various. 
Sometimes it puflies its operations in fecrecf 
and filepce. Sometimes it advances with a 
bolder afped ; and fcarcely difguil'es its at 
faults on the bulwai'ks of truth. At one 
period it reforts to meafures promifing' im* 
mediate fuccefs. At another, it depends oa 
the flow refuk of perfevcring artifice, No^ 
}t afpires aot jbeyond a temporary triumph. 

Now 
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Now it extends its aim to permanent delufion. 
Now it mifleads in a fpecial inftance by fug- 
gefling^ unfound conclufions fi-om juft and 
xecognifed principles of condud. Now it 
attains its purpofe by je?;alting a falfe principle 
into thd 'place* and' fovereignty pf the true. 
Of all the machinations of error the laft^ 
though atnong the moH: difiicult to carry 
into efFed, portends^ when its vidory is 
aflfured, the moil durable and the mofl: ex- 
tenfive mifchief. The difeafe of a fmgle 
branch infeds but the fruit of that branch. 
The rill drawn afide from the main current 
is alone polluted by the Impurities of the 
cb*oael i"*o which it is diverted. Js thp 
whole produce to be corrupted \ Canker the 
root. Is the wh61e llream to \>t tiftntpd \ 
Poifon the Ifountain. 

Such is the nature of the offence^ againft 
which in the pafiage of Scripture before us 
a woe is denounced by the prophet. In other 
parts of the chapter^ fpeaking, as here alfo, 
by the command and in the perfon of the 
Almighty, he proclaims vengeance from God 
againft various defcriptions of finners : againft 
the covetous, who join boufe to boufe and kq 
fidd to field: againft fenfualifts, who follow 
Jlrong drvik^ and cheer their feafts with the 
barp and t^e viply but regard nof the work ^' 

the- 
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the Lord: againft the felf-righteous, who ^r*^ 
^Ji in their own eyes and prudent in their own 
Jigbt : againft fcofFers, who deride the long- 
fufiering of God, and call upon him to make 
fpeed and hajlen his counfels : againft iniqui- 
tous judges, who for a hnheju/fi/y thewickedy 
and take away the right eoufnefs of the rigbte^ 
ous : againft' thofe who, profefling to be His 
people^ through their own wiifulnefs have no 
knowledge of the real nature of religion, and are 
groaning under the appointed retribution of 
calamity : and, by parity of reafoning, againft 
all, who, like the finners feledled as examples 
to iiluftrate the general denunciation, have 
cajl away the law of the Lord ofhofts^ and def^ 
fifed the^ word of the Holy One of IfraeL Id 
this catalogue of crimes and confequent woes 
the text has its ftation. Woe unto them that call 
evil good^ and good evil : that put darknefsfor 
tight ^ and light for darknefs : that put bitter 
fbrfweet^ arid fweet for bitter ! Woe unto 
diem, who in any one of the ramifications 
of the two component branches of religion, 
piety and 'morality; in any fubdivifion of 
human duties, whether it has God or man 
fer^ts immediate objed ; eftablifti a wicked 
priiociple in the place of the righteous oppo- 
ike; either openly uphold the falfe rule of 
xonduA, and openly vilify the true ; or con- 
^ fine 
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fine'themfeRea to the tacit impeachment aai 
fubverfion of the latter by a ftudied exakaip- 
tion of the former. 

I propofe, under the divine blefllng, to 
ducidate by fome inflances derived from 
madera life the guilt here ftigmatifed by the 
Oiouth of God ; and the prefent and future 
woea here denounced by the fame authority 
againfl every offender* The difcuflion lies at 
the root of aJl religion. Give me your diligent 
attention. And may the Spirit of God bleis 
the good feed, which I. may be made the in* 
ftrument of fo wing in your hearts ! 

I. Among the mod prominent illuilrations 
of the prefent fubjed we may produce tho& 
perfons, who reprefent enthufiafm as retigioa* 

By enthufiafm, as applied with a reierence 
to religion, I underftand the fubjedion of 
the judgement, in points of religious faitb 
or practice, to the influence of the imagina- 
tion. The forms under which this iafluence 
manifefts its predominance may be divers. 
The power which its exercifes over one Bund 
may in degree be greater or lefs thi» that 
which it poffeffes over another. But wherc- 
ever, and in whatever (hape and laeafure^ h 
operates : there, and in that (h^e and meat 
fure, exiils enthufiafnu 

In 
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la maay kil^ces enthufiafm fuggefts un<- 
autborifed ideas of pcrfonal ccmimunicatiopi 
between the individual and the Deity j of 
pqrfenal infplration fenfibly voucbfafed by 
the Holy Ghoft in mode or meafure different 
from that divine influence on the heart and 
underftanding, which is promifed to every 
Chriilian. Sometimes it deludes the mind 
with ideas eqyally uaauthorifed of the vifible/ 
agency of the Spirit of God on others* On 
fome occafions it pronounces with no lefs de- 
cifion, and equally without the {ao^ion of the 
Scriptures, that the miraculous interpofitioa 
of the finger of God is clearly difceirnible in 
a recent and perhaps cuftomary event. And 
not feldom^ it impels pious men to carry their 
views of a particular dodrine beyond the 
fober tenor of the Scriptural declarations cpn-^ 
earning that t]o£trlne. In this inftance, as^ 
the opinions of different perfons concerning 
the extent and importance of an individual . 
do^rine may be various, enthufiafia is lefs 
eafily afcertained than when it appears, under- 
one of the preceding forms: and in confe- 
qwence, is frequently imputed by the carelefst 
the ignorant, and the prejudiced, when it. 
does not ei^ift. It is fu^Bcient however for 
my prefent purpofe, that under this.ihape 
alfo it is occafionally manifefted# 

Woe 
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Woe unto the worlds faid our Eord, heedufg 
tf offences. For it mujl needs be that offtncet 
come r but woe unto that mart^ bj ivbom the 
offence ametb. It njberi better for him that a 
rnillflofie were banged about bis ncck^ and be 
eafi into thefea^ than that bejbculd offend one 
ofthefe little ones [a]* Enthufiafm efttails a 
woe on the perfon whom it infedts. It dark- 
ens his Urtderftanding t it enflaves him more 
and more to die dreams tff a heated fancy : 
It teaches him to judge whether he is in a 
ftate of falvation rather hj internal impulfes 
and reveries than by a comparifon of his own 
^fpofitions and conduft with the char^<!- 
terittic marks, by which the Scriptures cfiC- 
minate the true Chriftian : and thus .contri- 
butes in various ways to cnfnare him intd 
errors dangerous to his fouF, and to encreafe 
the diflScuIties in the way of his return to the 
form of found do&riiie^ the words of truth and 
Jbbemefs. But its pernicious effeSs on other^y 
the mifcfaiefs fcattered far and wid^by this evil 
when called good^ are incalculable. Enthu* 
fiafm difparages genuine piety, and caufes it 
to be defpifed as lukewarm formality. It 
degrades many do£trines for the immoderate 
exaltation of one. It difgufts the fober and 
discourages the timid Chriftian. It expoies 

(a) Matth. xviii. 7- Luke, xvil. %• 
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Chriftianity to the fcofFs and taunts of its 
enemies ; and furnifhes a fpecious plea to 
the children of this worlds who labour to re- 
prefent earneftnefs in religion as hypocrify, 
folly, or fanaticifm'. x 

It is faid, and truly faid, that fiocere piety 
is often an inmate in the bread which is the 
habitation of enthufiafm. It is to be deplored 
that fmcere piety fliould ever be linked with 
an aflbciate, by the continued operation of 
whofe deluding influence it has frequently 
been at laft extirpated from the bofom* 
Let fincere piety however be honoured, 
1;7herever it may be found* But let not 
the chaff be valued becaufe of its con- 
jundion with the wheat. Let not the bafe 
alloy be counted as a portion of the precious 
metal. It is alfo dated, and occafionally in 
the fliape of an apology, that enthufiafm 
originates from ignorance unaccompanied 
by evil defign. The general ftatement 
may be grounded in truth. But let every 
man who urges it in the firft place weigh 
the language of St. Paul, when that apoftle 
defcribes himfelf as the chief of fmners : zxi^ 
obferve, fecondly, that he attributes his fm 
to igtiorance [b). I draw no parallel, no com- 
parifon, between enthufiafm and perfecution* 

(*) xTim. i. 12—16. , 

Vol. L Bb But 
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Bat I would fervently exhort you to deduce 
from the expreflions of St. Paul the legitimate 
and univerfally applicable conclufion: that 
ignorance, when you are furrounded with 
means and opportunities of knowledge, is 
yvilful ; that wilful ignorance is a fin ; and 
that there is no ofFetice for which wilful ig- 
norance can be pleaded in juftification. 

II. Let us now turn our eyes to the oppo- 
fite quarter : to men who denominate religiop 
enthufiafm. 

Enthufiafm is on principle bufy and loqua- 
cious. Lukewarmnefs, though capable of 
being roufed to a turbulent defence of forms 
and of its own condud, is by nature -filent 
and fupine. Hence enthufiafm, in propor- 
tion to the relative number of its adherents, 
raifes a much louder ftir, and attrafts far 
more fpeedy and extenfive notice, than luke- 
warmnefs. Bui let the torpid convidion of 
the lukewarm be contrafted with the illufion 
of the enthufiaft : and the former will prove 
itfelf not Jefs dangerous, and generally, I fear, 
more deliberately criminal, than the latter. 

The lukewarm Ghriftian, if according to 
popular language he is to be called by the 
name of Cluiftian, reduces religion to a cere- 
monial ferv>e, devoid of warmth, animation, 
9 and 
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tlnd fpirituaility. Pundtilious perhaps in the 
Jorfn of godlinefs^ he denies the power thereof 
His lips draw nigh unto God : bis heart is far 
from him {c). 'Outward obfervances he fub- 
ftitutes for ardent piety ; and moral decoruin . 
for the fruits of the fpirit. To feek frft the • 
kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs ; to crucify 
iheflejh with its affedlions and lujls ; to live not 
unto ourf elves ^ but unto Cbri/l who died for us ; 
thefe are precepts which in the hiainds of the 
lukewarm religtonift evaporate into prohibi- 
tions of the groffer vices : and fcarcely feeoi 
iticonfiftent with the toleration of fome one 
of the groffer vices on condition .of a decent 
abftinence from the reft. That we are jufti- 
fied by faith alone^ implies in his creed no 
more than that in order to fupply the defi- 
ciency of his own righteoufnefs as the price of 
falvation^ fome acceffion muft be borrowed 
from the righteoufnefs of Chrift. To be 
iranformed by the renewing of our minds ^ to 
be created anew in Chrift Jefus^ to be born 
again of the Spirit ; thefe are phrafes which in 
his eftimation import that his heirt, by nature^ 
fubftantially good, is yet to receive fome im- 
provement from divine grace : that, although 
the original foundation be in the main fuf- 
ficiently folid, fome alterations are needful in 
ihe fuperftrudture : that the apartments, necef- 

. C^) « Tim.iii. 5. Matt. xr. 8. 
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farilf contrading from daily ufe a little duft 
and defilement, require occafional purificatioa* 
All religious warmth, all adive zeal for the 
glory of God, he decries as erfthufiafra ; and 
vindicates his coldnefs . by declaiming againft 
fanatics. Every degree of exertion for the 
falvation of men which fiirpafles the fcanti- 
nefs of his own ftandard, he eyes with fuf- 
picion, as the fymptom of, a heated brain : 
and eagerly feizes every pretence for cenfur- 
ing the ftrenuous and faithful Chriftian, in 
whofe afFedionate diligence he reads a re- 
proach of his own inaftivity and deadnefe. 
In lukewarmnefs every thing tends to dete- 
rioration. The heart grows inert, the con- 
fcience dull of feeling. Penitence becomes 
fhallow, prayer languid, religious meditation 
uninterefting, faith feeble and indiftindl and 
unproduftivc. Sin lofes its heinoufnefs. 
Every thing is ftagnant, and verges towards 
corruption. The vivifying principle feems 
extinguifhed. 

Againft fuch a frame of mind do you won- 
der that a woe is denounced ? Are you aftor- 
nifhed that Jefus Chrift fpcaks of the luhe^ 
warm with abhorrence : declares his wifh 
that they were either cold or hot : and while 
they boaftfully proclaim ihemfelves ricb and 
increafed with goods and having need of no^ 
things affirms them to be naksd^ andmifcrabU^ 
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tmdpQor^ and blinds and naked; counfels them 
tb buy of him gold tried in the Jire that they 
may be ricbj and white raiment that they may 
be clothed ; and forewarns them that, unleft. 
they repent and become ^ealousy they (hall be 
utterly caft out for ever? He that hath an 
ear^ Itt him hear what the Spirit faith to the 
lukewarm in the churches {d) ! Againft you, 
if you are lukewarm, has the Spirit denounced 
this woe by the mouth of St. John* Againft 
you, if you are a patron of lukewarm- 
nefs in others, if you vilify religion and dif- 
courage the true fervants of the Lord Jefus 
by attaching to fervent and active piety, to 
found and enlightened faith, the denomination 
of enthufiafm ; if you thus call evil good and 
good evil, thus put darknefs for light and light 
for darknefs ; againft you has the Spirit de- 
nounced an additional woe by the lips of 
Ifaiah. Look up to the impending judge- 
tnent. Be zealous, and repent f 

Til. Another illuftration of the text h 
furnifhed by perfons, who reprefent a partial 
conformity to the commandments of God 
as meriting the appellation of religion : and 
thus alfo by implication ftigmatife the true 
Chriftian as righteous over^much. 

[4) Rev. iii. 15—19. 22. 
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It is not on the dedication of |he heart ta 
Ood th^t men of this defcription reft their 
confidence. In their religion the devotion 
of the heart, and the confequent furrender 
of the afiedlions to holinefs, have no jhare. 
It is on the pradical obfervance of one of 
jnpre of the moral virtues, and on a pradlical. 
abftinence from fome particular fins, that the7 
ground their pretenfions to the kingdom of 
heaven. " We do not profefs to be eminent 
*' faints : nor w^Il v^re aver that v^q have been 
•* as religious as we ought to have been. But 
^^ neither are we grofs offenders. We defy 
" the tongue of calumny to fix on us any 
•* fcandalous vice. Or if we have been be- 
" trayed into grofs tranfgreffion, it has been 
" accidentally and by furprife. We ^re con- 
" peraed for thp inftance ; apd we doubt not 
" that God^ who knows thjit man is frail, will 
^* make reafonable allowances. Nay, though 
" we may have fallen into an evil habit ; we 
** truft that in the eyes of our equitable judge 
^* it will have been compenfated by the exer- 
** cife of many virtqes. We are upwilling 
•* to commend ourfelves. But the fuperci- 
** lioufnefs of rigid moralifers requires us to 
f* do juftice to our charaders. . Our integrity 
^* has been through life unimpeachable. We 
•* h»YC injured no man. We forgive every 
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^ man who has injured us; and are at pea<:e 
" with all the world." Such is the language 
which the fullnefs of the felf-fuflScient caufcs 
to echo throughout the dwellings of health 
and profperity. SxKh are the fcntiments, ex- 
preifed perhaps in a moderated tone, which 
the.minifter of the gofpel too frequently hears 
when fitting by the fide of the bed of deaths 
Is this religion? Is this to live unto Chrift? 
Is this to ferve God, through a Redeemer, by 
fandification of the Spirit, with gratitude and 
love and holy fear ? Is he religious, who de- 
liberately perfeveres in the habitual gratifica- 
tion of any unhallowed temper or defire? 
" Not fo religious,'* you reply, " as he ought 
*' to be." Not fo religious as he ought to 
be ! In the fight of his Judge he has no true 
religion. As furely as the Scriptures proclaim 
the decifions of eternal yvifdom, he is with- 
out the firft elements of i^eligion : he is with- 
out that which conftitutes the bafis of religion, 
the unqualified furrender of the heart to God. 
As furely as the Scriptures reveal the decrees 
of Omnipotence ; the portion referved for 
him is everlafting woe {e). Is he religious 
who refts on the obfervance of the rules of 
integrity, or of temperance, or of liberality, 
{/) 1 Cor. yi. 9, 10. GaL y, 19 — 21. James, ii. 10, 11. 
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or of fome other favourite preceptrefs feledled 
from the band of moral virtues : an obfcrv- 
aace too which proves itfelf by ftanding thus 
infulated to have originated from worldly 
•motives, not from that genuine folrcitude 
to pleafe God, which ^raws around it the 
whole affemblage of Chriftian graces? Is 
he religious, who, proudly fuftaining him- 
felf on the ftafF of fome imaginary merit, 
bows himfelf not down at the foot of the 
crofs difplayed before him; feels not his knees 
tremble under him ; feels not the radical cor- 
ruption of his heart ; the enormity of every 
offence againft his Heavenly Benefaflor and 
King ; ** the ineftimable love of God in the 
♦* redemption of the world by our Lord Jefus 
** Ghrift j" the riches of the mercy which 
exchanges his helplefs depravity, his profpeds 
of eternal death, ♦* for the means of grace, 
** and the hope of glory ?" Woe he unto them 
who thus call evil good : who put' a withered 
branch for a living tree : who truft to that 
which they have done, and look not to that 
vhlclithey have left undone : who regard that 
vhicli tiicy have done as though it were 
pcrfcvl, and wrought by ftrength of their 
own ; and wilfully perceive not that every 
gocd ^A ofk is the fruit of the Spirit of God, 
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and that the beft of human works are unholy 
in the eyes of Jehovah, and are rendered pure 
and acceptable before Hira ortly through the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift. 

IV. Wie mlay in the next place produce as 
illuftrative of the general propofition before 
us thofe who reprefent the palliation of fin as 
<:harity ; and brand with the chara^er of 
cenfdrioufnefs all opinions and defcriptions of 
.guilt conformable to the Scriptures. 

The higher ranks of life may be thofe in 
which this offence appears the moft glaring.: 
but it pervades^ and perhaps equally over- 
fpreads, every clafs in fociety. From the 
mouth of thefe apologifers no fin receives its 
appropriate denomination. Some lighter 
phrafe is ever on the lips to obfcure or to 
cloke its enormity, perhaps to transform it 
into a virtue. Is profanenefs noticed? It is 
an idle habit by which nothing is intended. 
Is extravagance named ? It is a generous dif- 
regard of money. Is luxury mentioned? 
It is a hofpitable defire to fee our friends 
happy. What is worldly-minded nefs ? It is 
prudence. What is pride ? It is proper fpirit, 
a due attention to our own' dignity. What 
is ambition ? A laudable defire of diftindion 
and pre-eminence ; a juft fenfe of our own 
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excellence and defert. Wh^c is devotednef^ 
to fafhion ? It is a due regard to the cuftoms 
of the polite world. What Js over-reach- 
ing ? It is underftandiiig our bufmefs. What 
is fervility ? It is (kill in making our way to 
advancement. What are intemperance and 
fins of impurity ? They are indecorups, ir- 
regularities, human frailties, cuftomary in- 
diieretions, the natural and venial confe- 
quences of cheerful nefs, company, and temp- 
tation ; the unguarded ebullitions of youth, 
which in a little time will fatiate and cure 
Chemfelves. Now all this is candour: all this 
is charity. If a reference be made to religion, 
thefc men immediately enlarge on the mercy 
of God. If conftrained to fpeak of His 
ihreatenings, they advert to them diftantlyj 
briefly, with afieded tendernefs, as to a fort 
of law in dead letter held forth to terrify guilt 
' and to confine it within reafonable bounds ; 
but a law which they intimate that the jufticc 
of the Deity will never permit him to en- 
force. To paint fin in its genuine colours : 
to denounce the wrath of God againft aU 
ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of men : to 
proclaim from the word of infpiration that 
obftinate perfeverance againft light and know- 
ledge in any one unholy difpofition or prac- 
tice will exclude from the kingdonx of Heaven ; 

to 
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to unfold the terrors of hell, of everlafting 
damnation, of the lake of inextinguifhablc 
fire, of the abodes of thofe whofe fmoke af- 
cendeth for ever and ever : this is pharifaical 
pun£kilioufnefs, intolerable rigour, illiberal 
fuperfltition, the frenzy of bigotry, the bitter- 
nefs of mifanthropy. The fons of candour 
and charity turn away with contempt. Nay, 
they profefs to be roofed with honeft indig- 
nation againft perfons who thus mifreprefent 
the counfels of a God, who \^ould have all 
men to be faved; and ftand forth in defence 
of his attributes injured and degraded by 
mercilefs preachers, who aflume to themfelves^ 
the character of His ambaflfadors, while they 
\>^T the gates of Heaven againft the workma&- 
ihip of His hands* 

If thofe who thus abufe the name of Chri'C- 
tlan charity : who thus ftrip fm of its hei«- 
noufnefs, and the Scriptures of their fandions ; 
belong not to the clafs of deceivers, vrho put 
darknefsfor light and light for darknefs^ bitter 
forfweet and fwcctfor bitter : to whom (hall 
the defcriptioa of! the prophet be applied ? If 
the pi-efumptuous ignorance, the fecret love of 
fm, the bufy and fcducing fophiftry, the ob* 
tn)fivc and peftilent example^ difplayed by 
thefe hien, efcape the penal denunciation : 
^here ihall the woe find it% objeds ? 

V. There 
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V. There yet remains to be fpecified an 
exemplification of thie guilt menaced with 
vengeance by the prophet: a perverfion of 
,principle which, while the lower ranks are 
happily too little refined to be infedled with 
it, taints with a greater or a lefs degree of its 
deceitful influence the bulk of the middle and 
higher clafles of the community. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
fpeaketh{f). 

What is the principle of condudl to which 
in the tranfadions of poliflied life the appeal 
is ufually made ? Attend a court of juftice. 
Is an arbitrator recommended ? It is becaufe 
he is a man of honour. Is a plaintiff or a 
defendant noticed with complacency? It -is 
becaufe his proceedings have been honourable. 
Go to the fenate. By what criterion are 
applaufe and cenfure apportioned there ? By 
the rule of honour. Vifit the circle of private 
fociety. The chatafter of an individual is 
the theme of difculBon. Animated eyes and 
eager voices fpeak his praife. Why ? Be- 
caufe he is a man ofperfedi honour. Another 
perfon is named, Difapprobation contrads 
every brow, and fharpens every tongue. For 
what reafon? " In fuch a tranfadion the 
** behaviour of that man was dlfbonouraUe ': 
{/)Luke^vi. 45. 

" yc8 



Digitized by 



Google 



unfcriptural Principles of ConduB, 38 £ 

*• yes, in another bis honour was impeached^ 
Of the preceding pidure I mean not indifcri- 
minately to affitm that there are not exceptipns 
to the likenefs. But let any perfdn, who has 
afligned even a flight meafure of attention to 
the fubje£t, pronounce whether, in each of 
the cafes defcribed, the reprefentation be not 
accurately conformable to nhc general features 
of the original Has the pulpit efcaped the 
contagion ? Comparatively it has preferved 
itfelf ^pure. Would to Heaven that in feme 
of its moft applauded compofitions the public 
eye had not difcerned traces and mixtures, 
which preclude me from afcribin g to it un- 
fullied purity ! Tht lips ofthepriejljhould keep 
knowledge ; and tbey Jhould feek the law at bis 
mouth : for he is the mejfenger of the Lord of 
Hojls (^). Never may the paftor feed his 
flock with an intermixture of poifonous herb- 
age ! Never may he lead them to drink of 
ftreams, which flow from an unhallowed 
fountain ! 

Whence is this jargon ? Has it founded its 
(dominion on the application by St, Paul of the 
term honourable to marriage [h) ; on the tefti- 
mony of approbation borne by the fame apoftlc 
10 things of good report (r) ; and on thofe paf- 

ig) Malachi, ii. 7. [b) Hcb. xiii. 4. 

(i; Philip, iv. S« 
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fages of the Scriptures in which holinefs is de-' 
fcribed as entitled to refped: and praife ? Very 
different are the foundations of its fway. It 
reigns, becaufe mulritudes love the praife of men 
more than the praife of God. It reigns, becaufe 
they receive honour one of another ; andfeek not 
that honour which comet b from God only (if). 

What is this idol, which men worfliip in 
the place of the living God ? What is this 
principle, which they enthrone in degradatroil 
of his fovereign word ? Honour implies the 
favourable eftimation entertained of an indi- 
vidual by others of his own line and place 
in fociety. The votary of honour may de- 
lude hrmfelf with the idea* that, whatever be 
the ordinary exprefliqns of his lips, his heart 
is dedicated to religion. But his heart is 
fixed on his idol, human applaufe. In the 
place of the love and the fear of- God he 
fubftitutes the love of praife and the fear of 
Iharae. In the place of confcience he fub* 
ftitutes pride. For the dread of guilt he fub- 
ftitutes the apprehenfion of difgrace. 

My thoughts are not your thoughts^ neitbfr 
are your ways my waysy faith the Lord. That 
nvhich is highly' ejleemed among men is abomi^ 
nation in the fight of God (/j. Woe unto you 

(i) John, Y. 44. xn. 43. (/) Ifukh, Iv. 8. Lukc^ xvi. 15. 
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who XhM^put darknefsfor //^A/,^and proportion- 
ally thruft afide into darknefs the light of the 
world, the oracles of the Moft High. Ye are 
they^ like 'the Pharifees of old, who jujiify 
yourf elves before men. Te are they, who teach 
for doSirines the commandments of men. Ye 
are they, who make the commandments of God of 
none ejfeS by your traditions [jn). Ye are they 
who uphold the duellift. Ye are they who 
wreft the fword out of the hands of the law ; 
and commit to every man the vindication of 
his real or imaginary wrongs. Ye are they 
who prefer the difcharge of a gaming debt 
to the payment of the juft demand pf the 
V. famifhed tradefmail. Ye are they who 
eftablifh a principle of morality, bafelefs 
becaufe not founded upon religion ; fcanty- 
in its comprehenfion, becaufe tolerant of 
many crimes and iodifFerent to numerous 
virtues ; and however highly efteemed anwng 
men, abominable in the fight of God, be- 
caufe exalted in ncglefl: or in contempt of 
his word, regardlefs of his feryice and his 
glory- 

My brethren ! The profefled objed of this 
difcourfe is now fulfilled. You have diftinftly 
furveyed a fufficient variety of examples fe- 
ledted to difplay the fin, which in the pafiage 

(m) Luke^ xy\, zj. Matth. sr. 6. 9. 
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of Scripture before us the prophet bad in coo- 
templation. And your confciences atteft the 
juftice of the woe denounced againft every 
inftance of that fin by the Spirit of God. 
What is the warning voice which, while we 
ponder on thefe examples fingly or eol- 
ledively, refounds in our ears? To the lau 
and to the tejlimony. If they /peak not accord^ 
ing to this, wordy it is becaufe tbire is no light 
in them. Thus faith the Lord: Jiand ye in the 
waySy andfee^ and ajkfor the old paths where 
is the good way^ and walk therein ; andyefhall 
^nd rejl for your fouls («). Let not the fumes 
of a heated imagination bewilder you into 
enthufiafm. Let not the natural averfion of 
the heart fronji religion chill you into luke- 
warmnefs. Conceive not that it is religion 
to obey fome of the commandments of God, 
and*knowingly to perfevere in difobeying 
one. Conceive not that it is charity to ex- 
plain away the heinoufnefs of fin ; or cen- 
foriournefs to pronounce that to be guilt 
which God has pronounced to be guilt, that 
to be the fubje<3: of punifhment which God 
has averred that He will punifll. Let not 
.yo^r minds be corrupted from the fmplicity 
which is in Chrifl into a habit of referring^ 
to that unauthorifed and miferable arbiter of 
(»} Ifaiahi viii. 20. Jerem* vi. 4& 
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morals, that ideal power before which the 
world bpw6 down in fenfelefs adoration, tha 
principle of honour. My fon ! Give^ J pray 
tbee^ glory to the Lord God. Woe unto you^ 
if in any of the infiances which hav,e been 
fpecified, or in any analogous example, you 
^re deluded to call evil good and good eviU 
to put darknefs for light and light for darknefs^ 
to put bitter for fweet and fweet for bitter I 
Woe unto you if you wilfully become the in- 
ftrument of feducing others into fimilar delu- 
fions ! Stand faft on the fure rock, the facred 
Word. Let ignorance mifunderftand the 
gofpel : let indifference ftrip it of its energy : 
let pride, let fenfuality, let worldly minded- 
ncfs frame to themfelves fchemes of reli- 
gion conformable to the corrupt principle 
in accomodation to which they are feve- 
rally framed, Let the language of igno« 
ranee, of indifference, of pride, of fenfua- 
lity, of worldly mindednefs, on topics of 
piety and morality, be unrighteoufnefs, be . 
folly, be madnefs. In God, in His coun- 
fels, in His recorded law, there is neither 
variablenefs nor Jhadow of turning. J^fa^ 
Chrijl^ the Judge of all, is the fame yefter'- 
day^ and to-day^ and for ever. Meafure thou 
all things by .that ftandard, by which thou 
fhalt thyfelf be meafured. Weigh all things 
Vol, I. C c iu 



Digitized by 



Google 



386 On the Guilt of efiablijbingy t^c, 

in thofe fcales, by which thou flialt thyfelf bo 
tried. Make thy reference in all things to 
that tribunal, from which there fhall be no 
appeal. Judge^ all things by the word of 
God : for by that word Ihalt thou and all 
things be judged, 
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SERMON XVm. 

Aa Expofition of the firft Part of the Leffoa 
appointed for the Burial Service. 



I COR. XV. 20. 



Now is Cbrift rifen from the Dead^ and be^ 
come tbejirft Fruits oftbem tbatjlept. 

yp^L Scripture is given by injpiration of 
God: and is profitable for doBrine^ for re^ 
proof for correElion^ for inJlruElion in rigbte^- 
oufnefs^ tbat tbe man of God may be perfeEty 
tborougbly furnijbed unto all good works \^cl). 
Such is the divine authority, fuch is the com- 
preh^nfive nature, fuch are the manifold and 
fupremely important ufes, of the Bible. 
Hence it becomes the duty and the wifdom 
of the minifters of the gofpel, in their en- 

[a) 2 Tim. ill. 1 6, 17. 
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deavours to train up the flocks committed to 
their charge in the knowledge and obedience 
of the faith of Chrift, from time to time to 
vary ^he methods, in which they deduce 
inftru£tion from the word of God : to vary 
them however within fuch limits only as the 
Scriptures themfelves completely authorife; 
and to vary them, if in fome meafure for the 
purppfe of exciting a more lively attention 
among their hearers, yet principally for the 
fake of fucceffively impreffing on their con- 
gregations the different helps and. encourage- 
ments to holinefs, and the different difTuafives 
from fin, which the facred writings fupply. 
Thus atv one time the preacher will dwell 
chiefly, though by no means without a de- 
cided reference to practice, on dodrines. 
At another time, regarding the truth and im- 
port of the doftrines as eftablifhcd, he will 
enter into a fuller detail concerning the con- 
duit, which a firm belief in them is defigned 
and adapted to produce. Sometimes he will 
unfold the nature and evince the effiqacy of 
faith. Sometimes he will enlarge on holy 
tempers and good works ; thofe fruits of the 
Spirit^ by which genuine faith is manifefted 
and adorned. Sometimes he will build his 
admonitions on the preceptive parts of the 
Old or of the New Teftament. Sometimes 
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he will derive them from the memorable 
biftories which thofe records contain of 
righteous men protefted, delivered, and re- 
ivarded by that God whom they ferved and 
glorified ; or of rebellious defpifers of the di- 
vine law condemned to fhame, anguifh, and 
deilrudlion. Sometimes he will fix his 
thoughts on a fingle verfe ; and will explain 
with minutenefs of inveftigation, and enforce 
with copioufncfs of reafoning^ the religious truth 
which it involves. Sometimes he will fele£t a 
paflage of greater length ; point out the bearing 
and connexion of the arguments employed by 
the infpired prophet, evangelift, or apoftle ; 
and apply them, fo far as they may be lawfully 
applied, to the edification, the fupport, and the 
comfort of Chriftians of the prefent day; 

The laft of thefe various methods of ob- 
taining inftru£lion from the word of God ia 
that which I propofe now to purfue. la 
the prefent and in a fubfequent difcourfe, 
(for the fubje<9: is too extenfive to be com- 
prefled with advantage into the compafs of 
a fingle fermon), it will be my obje£t to di- 
red your minds to that portion of St. Paul's 
firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, which' opens 
with the verfe feleded for the text and ex- 
tends to the conclufifon of the chapter* It is 
a portion of Scripture in the higheft degree 
C c 3 inte- 
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interefting on account of the momentous 
truths which it difclofes. And it is rendered 
peculiarly imprcffive by the folemn and a£- 
feding nature of the occafions on which it 
is publicly employed. It is a portion of 
Scripture which we have frequently heard 
pronounced over the lifelefs bodies of our 
friends. It is one which others within no 
diftant period ihall hear pronounced over our 
own. The Church to which we belong has 
wifely and pioufly endeavoured to render the 
interment of the dead a fource of edification 
to the living. When pride is humbled and 
the heart foftened by affliction ; when the 
coffin flowly borne to the houfe of God, 
paufing there awhile on its way towards the 
grave, or placed within its narrow manfion 
and receiving the laft looks of furviving an- 
guifh, proclaims with a voice which cannot be 
mifunderftood, the fpeedy and inevitable end 
of all earthly poffeffions and enjoyments: 
the mourner is taught to look to Chrift the 
Redeemer, the Refurredion and the Life, in 
whom whofoever believeth, though he were 
dead, yet Ihall he live. He is taught that, if 
the Lord has taken away ; He has taken only 
what He gave. He is taught that, though 
man walketh in a vain fhadow ; yet his hope 
is truly in the Lord. He is taught that, if 

God 
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Ood turneth man to deftruftion ; again He 
faifh, " Come again, ye children of men.** 
He is taught fo to number his days, that he 
may apply his heart unto wifdom, He is 
taught' that a voice from Heaven hath pro- 
claimed, " Blejfed an the dead^ "Which die in 
" the Lord: even fo^ faith the Spirit ; for they 
" refi from their labours^ He is taught not 
to forrow as men without hope, for them 
who fleep in Chrift. He is taught that the 
fouls of the faithful, after they are delivered 
from the burden of the flcfh, are with Chrift 
in joy and felicity. He is taught that though 
earth be committed to earth, afhes to afties, 
duft to duft : it is in fure and certain hope of 
the refurredion of the juft to eternal life, 
through oUr Lord Jefus Chrift,, who fhall 
change our vile body that it may be like unto 
His glorious body, according the^ working 
whereby He is able to fubdue all things to 
Himfelf } and (hall then pronounce that be* 
nedidion to all that love and fear God, Come 
ye bleffed children of my Father^ receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of 
the world. In the paflage from the firft 
Epiftle to the Corinthians appointed to form 
a part of th^ funeral fervice, this fundamental 
dodrine of our faith, this glorious and in« 
eftimable hope, this unfailing fupport to the 
C c 4 righteoua 
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righteous under all the labours^ and aiQldioas 
of mortality, is eftablifhed by irrefiftiblc ar- 
guments ; guarded againft cavils and mifcon- 
ceptioos ; difplayed under the moft anihia* 
ting reprefentations ; and pradically applied 
to purpofes the moft noble# 

Let us proceed, in reliance on the bleiling 
of Him under the guidance of whofe Spirit 
all Scripture has been recorded, to the 
full Gonfideration of this portion of holy- 
writ. 

In the earlier part of the chapter the apoftle 
difclofes the circumftanee, which had con- 
irineed him of the neceffity of the leflbn 
which he was about to inculcate. If Cbrifi^ 
faith he, be preached that he rofefrom the dead: 
bowfay/ome among you that there is no refur^ 
region of the dead? Though the Old Tefta- 
ment contains, efpecially in the writings of 
the prophets, many forcible intimations of a 
future exiftence ; the Sadducees, a powerful 
and .numerous fed among the Jews, denied 
that there' remained a life beyond the grave. 
Among the heathens, all was obfcurity and 
doubt, or darknefs and unbelief. When they 
heard of the refurreSlion of the dead^ fome 
liftened with prejudice, contempt, and re- 
luftance : others openly fcofied and ^nocked 
at the novelty and ftrangcnefs of the doflxine* 

Hence 
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Hence among the early Chriftians, whether 
of Jewilh or of Gentile race, there was found 
a favourable opening for falfe teachers,, who 
were adventurous enough to undermine and 
oppofe the hope of a future life. Two here- 
tical declaimers of this defcription, Hymeneus 
and Philetus, are fpecified by St. Paul in his 
fccohd Epiftle to Timothy as haying erred 
concerning the truth ^faying that the refurre£tion 
is paji already : affirming the promifed refur- 
redion to be of a figurative nature ; a refur- 
reftion to be accompliflied in the prefent 
tvorld ; a refurredlion, as they probably ex- 
plained themfelves, from a ftate of vice to a 
ftafe of-zirtue. Though Hymeneus, accord- 
ing to the pofitive declaration of the fame 
apoftle, had, in~ this fundamental point made 
Jhlpwreck, concerrwtg faith^ becaufe he had 
firft put away a goo(i confcience : though both 
thefe corrupters of the truth as it is in Jefus^ 
having emancipated themfelves from the 
dread of a judgement to come, would na- 
turally plunge' with little reftraint into flagi- 
tioufnefs, and might thus have been expeded 
to bring general difcredit ' on their opinions 
even in the eyes of common obfervers: yet 
their word d^lA eat as doth a canker^ andover^ 
threw the faith of fome. Teachers infedted 
with the fame feafelefs and pernicious priu« 
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ciples had infinuated themfelves and acquired 
influence among the Chriftians of Corinth^ 
Well aware that the admiffion of fuch prin'* 
ciples in any degree tended in an. equal de- 
gree to uproot Chriftianity from its founda- 
tions, the apoftle ftrenuoufly advances for- 
ward to contend for the genuine faith, tbt 
faith OYiginsiily 'Miveret/ to the faints. He 
recalls to the remembrance of his converts 
that gofpel which he had preached to them 
at ^the beginning ; ^that gofpel which they 
l|ad embraced ; that gofpel by which they 
were to be faved : a gofpel, built on the 
ground-work of Chrift's refurredion from 
the dead ; and eftablifliing by infallible 
proofs his repeated appearances after his re- 
turn from the grave, feparately to St. Petert 
afterwards to St. James, more than once to 
all the apoftles colleded together, then to an 
alTembly of above five hundred difqiples, moft 
of whom were ftill alive, and, laft of all, to 
St. Paul himfelf. He warns them that the 
reality of the refurredion of Chrift was in- 
feparably conneded with, the aflurance of 
their own future refurredion : that if the 
dead were not to rife, Chrift was noi rifen j 
that if Chrift were not rifen, the apoftles who 
had promulgated a gofpel proclaiming His 
refurredion had teftified falfely concerning 
4 / God ; 
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God ; that their preaching had in that cafe 
been in vain^ an impollure and a delufion ; 
that the Corinthians had believed in vain, and 
were yet in their (ins, had placed reliance on 
a falfehood, and were deftitute of pardon and 
without a poffibility of falvation ; and that all 
who had fallen afleep in Chrift, all who for 
His fake had encountered perfecution and ^ 
mifery, all who had died in His faith and in 
full affurance of life eternal through Him, 
had perifhed. Having thus fully fet before 
them the confequences which would necef- 
fariiy cnfue, if the peftilent doftrine with 
which they were aflailed were founded in 
truth : a dodirine which would prove that 
Chrift had not rifen from the dead ; that 
He had wrought no atonement for fin ; that 
Hd was unable to perform his promifes ; that 
no hope remained for the righteous ; that the 
whole fabric of the Chriftian religion was a 
human contrivance, the produdion of deli- 
berate fraud and unexampled hypocrify : he 
cheers them in the words of the, text with a 
folemn ftatement of the real fadt as to the 
refurredion of their Lord, and the blelTed 
lefult of His refurredion with regard to all 
tJiofe who trufted in Him. But now is Chri/l 
rifen from the dead and become the firjl fruits 
of them thatjkpt. " Be not (haken in mind,*' 

for 
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for thus we may conceive the apoftle addreC* 
ling his beloved followers ; *' Be not fliaken 
** in mind, nor carried about with every wind 
•* of dodlrine. Hold faft without wavering 
** the profeflion of your faith, and efpecially 
** of that mod important article, on which 
** the truth of the gofpel and every promife 
•* which ^ou cherifli of pardon and future 
** happinefs depend, the refurredion of your 
" Saviour from the dead. Regard not thefe 
** unrighteous deceivers, who are come among 
" you, fub verting your fouls," minifters of 
" the prince of darknefs transforming them^ 
" felves into apoftles of Chrift : the chief 
" of whom, Hymeneus, I am conflrained 
** to deliver unto Satan, I am compelled to 
•* fubjedl to the penal inflidion of a mira- 
" culous and fevere difeafe, that he may 
** learn not to blafpheme ; ahd that, being 
" thus driven by the punifhment of the-flefli 
•* to aconvidion of his guilt, his foul may per- 
** chance be faved in the day of the Lord {b). 
*** Cbrift is ri fen from the dead. 'He rofe on 
** the third day, according to the Scriptures. 
** God did not leave his foul in hell, in the 
** abode of feparate fpirits ; neither did He 
^ luffer His Holy One to fee corruption. And 
He is become the f fjl fruits oftbcm tbatjiept. 
{h) I Cor. ▼. f . t Tim. i. to. 

*^Hc 
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** He 18 the firft-born from the dead, that ia 
" all things He might have the pre-eminence. 
** For it pleafed the Father that in Him 
" fliould all fulnefs dwell. As by the obla- 
** tion of the firft fruits, the divine blefling 
** was drawn down upon the whole harveft : 
" fo has Ghrift fanSified all the people of 
" God, for whofe fms He died, for whofc 
*' juftification He aY*ofe. If you believe that 
** Jefus died and rofe again ; believe that them 
" alfo which fleep in Jefus will God bring 
** with Him." 

By eftablifhing the fa£t of the refurredion 
of Chrift, the apoftle had provided a conclu- 
five anfwer to every objedlion which could be 
urged againft the future refurredion of the 
dead, on whatever principle the objediion 
might be founded. Was the refurredion of 
the dead pronounced impoflible ? Tbe reply 
was at hand. ** Cbri/i is rtfm. The fame 
*' power which raifed Him is able to raife 
** all men.*' Was the refurredtion defcribed, 
in the language of profane defpifers among 
the heathen, as an unworthy and undelirable 
hope ? The reply was ready. " Cbriji is 
** rtjen. Can that hope be unworthy j can 
*^ that liope be undefirable to men ; which, 
" when the Son of God became man, was 
** perfected in Him ?'* Was the refurredion 

repre- 
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reprefented as an uncertain event ? The 
Chriftian was prepared to anfwer, " Chrtfl is 
*' ri/en ; and is become the Jirjl fruits of them ibot 
" fept. He, who hath proved Himfelf to 
** be the Son of God by riling from the dead, 
** hath declared that all who are in the grave 
" ihall hear his voice and fliall come forth.*' 
So deeply however was St, Paul impreffed 
with the importance of the fubjeft, that he 
labours with extreme earneftnefs in the re- 
mainder of the chapter to confirm and illuf- 
trate the truth of the dodrine that all men 
fliall be raifed from the dead ; and to explain 
the bleifednefs of the change, which ihall 
then be experienced by the righteous. 

Forftnce by man came death ; by man came 
alfo the refurreSlion of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die ; even fa in Chrijl Jhall alt be made alive. 

Death came by man : in Adam all die. 
Adam, tranfgreffing the divine command, by 
obedience to which he was to hold his happy 
ftate, was expelled from Paradife, left by 
continuing to eat of the tree of life he fhouM 
live for ever. Barred by the flaming fword 
of the cherubim from all accefs to its vivify- 
ing fruit, he was abandoned to his natural 
mortality. His mortal nature defcended t.o 
his children : from them it lias defcended to 
us : from us it fliall defcend to the lateft ge- 
neration 
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neration of mankind. So death paflfed upon 
all men. B7 Adam's tranfgreffion every 
man has been fubjedled to the fentence, Dujl 
thou art^ and unto dujljhalt thou return. But 
God is a God of mercy- Where fin abounded, 
he decreed that grace fhould much more 
abound. He decreed that the ruin brought 
on the human race by the prince of evil fpi- 
rits who animated the ferpent, by Satan, the 
father of Iks, who was thus a murderer from 
the beginnings fhould not be without hbpe 
and without end* He decreed that by a 
being of that very nature which the Devil 
had degraded and fubdued ; by a defcendentj 
according to the flefh, from thofe miferable. 
finners, whom he now triumphantly led cap- 
tive at his will ; the lofs of man fhould be 
regained, the great Enemy fhould in his turn 
be vanquifhed and hurled into perdition. He 
decreed, that the feed of the woman fhould 
bruife the ferpent* s head. He decreed, that, as 
by man came death, by man fhould alfocome 
the refurredion of the dead : that as in Adam 
all die^ evenfo in Chrijljball all be made alive. 
Chrift undertook the office of mercy and re- 
conciliation^ He undertook, though with- 
out fin, to be made in the likenefs of fmful 
fielh ; to lay down his life on the crofs, there 
to accomplifh by his meritorious fufferings 

an 
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an atonement fufficient for the fins of the 
whole world j there openly to triumph over 
the principalities and powers of darknefs \ 
there to deftroy the empire of Satan, and to, 
fct free the prifoners of the tomb'. / will 
ranfom tbem^ he cried, from the power of the 
grave : I will redeem them from death. Q 
death ! I will be thy plague. grave ! I will 
be thy defruBion [c\ Was the dominion ac- 
quired through Adam by death univerfal ? So 
alfo is the redemption from death purchafed 
by Jefus Chrift. There Jhall be a refurredlion 
of the dead^ both of thejuft and unjujl. The 
dead^ fmall and great ^ ihdWJfand before God. 
All that are in the graves Jball hear the voice of 
the Son ofGody and Jball come forth : they that 
have done good^ unto the refurreSiion of life ; 
and they that have done evily unto tberefurrec^ 
tion of damnation {d). 

Bur every man in his own order. Cbri/l^ 
the frjl fruits : afterwards ^ they that are 
CbriJFsy at his coming. 

The apoftle, having evinced, in the pre- 
ceding verfes, the univerfality of the refurrec- 
tion both of the righteous and of the wicked, 
is folicitous to win the hearts no lefs than the 
underftandings of the Corinthians to a wil- 

(f) Hof. xiii. 14. (d) Aas,xxiv. 15. Rev. xx. 12. 
John, V. 25. a8, 29. 
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ling acceptation of the dodrine of a future 
life. Hence, throughout the fubfequent part 
of the chapter he direds their attention al- 
moft exclutively to circumftances, which per-* 
tain to the refurreftion of the juft. Chrift 
had already fulfilled the prophecies, which 
had declared that He fliould be the firfl: who 
(hoiild rife from the dead. He hat! afcended 
into Heaven, and had entered into His glory. 
He had already prefented himfelf before the 
throne of God as the interceflbr, the fore- 
runner, and the reprefentative, of his faints. 
In their due time, and in their appointed 
order, he will receive them from the eaft 
and from the weft, from the north and from 
the fouth, into the kingdom prepared for 
them, through his covenanted atonement, 
from the foundation of the world. When 
the Lord himfelf (hall defcend from Heaven 
with a (hour, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; the dead in 
Chrift (hall rife firft. And then fhall the 
righteous who remain alive at that aweful 
hour be caught up together with them to 
meet the Lord in the air : and fo fhall they 
all be for ever with the Lord [e). 

Then comet b the end^ when He Jball have 
delivered up the kingdom to God^ even the Fa^ 
(#) t Thcff. iv.i5— 17. 

Vol. L D d tber: 
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ther : ivben He Jhall have put down allrule^ 
and all authority and power. For He muft 
reign\ till He bath put all enemies under bis 

^feet\ Tbe laji enemy that Jhall he dejiroyed is 
death : fir He bath put all things under bis feet. 
But when He faith^ all things are put under 
Him ; // is maftifejl that be is accepted^ which 
did put all things under Him. And when all 
things Jhall he fubdned unto Him; then Jhall tbe 
Son alfo bimfelf he fubjeS unto Him that put all 
things under Him^ that Godmay be allin alL 

Becaufe He, who was the Son of God, 
vouchfafed to become the Son of man ; be- 
caufe He who thought it n6t robbery to 
be equal with God, He who in the beginning 

\ was with God and was God, took upon Him- 
,felf the form of a fervant, and humbled 
Himfelf, and l>ecame obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs : therefore God 
hath highly exalted Him. As a partaker of 
the cvcrlafting Godhead, our Saviour could 
not be exalted. But in His aflumed nature 
as man, in His charader as Mediator, He* 
was capable of being exalted and glorified. 
Thy throne^ God^ faith tbe Father unto tbe 
Son^ Thy throne y God^ is for ever and (ver : 
afceptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of thy 
kingdom. Thou hajl Inved righteoufnefs ^ and 
hated iniquity : therefore X)od^ even thy Cody 

4 bath 
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i^at^ anointed thtewith the oil (f gtadnefs abtrue 
thyfdlo^i (/)> " O T^ou who art a pir- 
" tgiker of the fovereiga and eternal God^ 
" head; Thou who^ when Thou &alt become 
" incarnate in. human nature,.fhalt completely 
" fulfil my righteous law by the Spirit which 
^\ ihall be poured upon Thee^ without mea- 
** furei as Man fhalt Thou be raifed unto 
" glory foreign andmnknown to the nature 
V^, which Thou flialt have affumed, unto ji 
,** throne; of eVedafting righlwufncfs/' To 
Ghrift^ as man^ haih His .Almighty Father 
giv^n a name which is above every name; 
that at the nanoe of Jefus every knee fliould 
bow, of things in Heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue fhould confefs that Jefus Ghrift 
is Lord. He hath fet Ghrift, as man, at His 
own right hand in Heaven, far above all 
principality and power and might and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but in that which is to come; 
and hath put all things, Himfelf excepted, 
under His feet. All power is given unto 
Chrift in Heaven and in earth. And He 
muft reign. His feparate and mediatorial 
kingdom muft continue, until He (hall have 
put down all rule and all authority and power, 

(/) Hebr. I. 5. ?, 9. 
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until He ihall haye fubdued all things tmt« 
Himfelf : until aft^t having extended the do- 
minion of His church over the whole «arth, 
after having crufhed with the rod of his veur 
geance all His adverfaries, whether rebellious 
men or revolted angels, He fhall complete 
the glories and evince the cverlafting durabi- 
lity of His triuinph by the perpetual deftruc- 
tion of death« That laft enemy of man, that 
lateft antagonift of our 'Redeemer, fhalT af- 
furedly be deftroyed for ever: f<Jr God hath 
put all things, even death himfelf, under the 
feet of His Son. For in that He put all in 
JubjeElion under Him^ He left nothing that is 
not put under Him. For Chrifl took not on 
Him the nature of angels \ but He took on Him 
the feed of Abraham^ He alfo Himfelf took part 
offiejb and bloody that through death He might 
deftroy him that bad the power of deaths that is^ 
the devil {g). Chrift fhall enthrone His 
righteous fervants in an inheritance of cver- 
lafting happinefs, an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, that fadeth not away ; where 
death cometh no more, for they fliall die no 
more, but are equal unto the angels, and are 
the children of God, being the children of 
the refurreilion. >^ Then, when He (ball thus 
have accompliflied His warfare, thus effeAu* 

(/) Hebr. ii. 8. 14. 16. 
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ally attained and eftabliflied for ^ver the pur^ 
pofed of mercy for which He took human 
nature upon Him ; He fhall deliver up the 
kingdom to His Father* He fhall refign His 
mediatorial kingdom, that fepaFate and dele« 
gated fovereignty of the univerfe which « He 
had held in a charader now no l^onger necel^ 
fary, to the Father from whom He had re* 
ceived it : that the eternal Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, may thenceforth be 
all in all. 

Such are the fublime and ftupandoua views 
which the word of God difplays of the uni« 
verfal empire of the Son of God, who died 
for us upon the crofs. Head over all things 
to His church, angels and authorities and 
I>owers being made fubjed); unto Him: 
He is indeed able to fave to the uttermofl: all 
that come by Him unto God. He who is 
Lord of earth and Heaven vouchfafes to call 
His pcopte by the ende^ing name of bre- 
thren. He knoweth whereof we are made ; 
He remembereth that we are but duft : for in 
every thing, except fin. He was made like 
unto His brethren. We have not an high 
prieft which cannot be touched with a feel- 
ing of our infirmities: for He was in all 
points tempted like as we are; and having 
Himfelf fuffered, being tempted, He is able 
D d 3 to 
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to fuccour them that are tempted. In the 
days of His flefti He offered up prayers and 
fupplications with • ftpong' crying and tears 
unto Him that was able to fave, and He was 
heard : isind His ears are ever open to the 
prayers of His fervants, His arm is ever 
ftretched forth in defence of the heirs of fal- 
vation. Look up then to Chrift^ ye who,' 
though deeply confcious of your fins, are 
humbly labouring through the fandkification 
of His Spirit to ferve Him in faith and boli- 
nefs ; look up to your glorified King with 
confidence and joy. From His throne in the 
heaven of hea:vens He is beholding you for 
good." By night and by day He watches over 
you; fhields you from evil, fupports you 
under trials, delivers you from temptation. 
Fly to Him for continual protedion : plead 
with Him for never-failing grace. Depend 
with unfliaken reliance on His promife, on 
His power, on His wifdom, on His love. He 
who fpared not His own life for you, (hall He 
not give you all things ? All things are yours :■ 
whether the worU^ or life^ or deaths or things 
pre/ent^ or things to come^ all things are yetirs : 
all things are ordained and controuled and 
direded for your happinefs, becaufe ye are 
Chrifl^s[p). But tremble, ye unrepenting 

{h) 1 Cor. iii. 21. 25* 
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iinners, ye \vho defpife and difobey the gof- 
pd: tremble to behold that Saviour whom 
ye rejedl exalted to the dominion of the uni- 
verfe. By your perfeverance in tranfgreffioa 
you conftrain Him to be your enemy. You 
range yourfelvcs in battle array againft your 
Judge : you turn a deaf ear to His offers of 
forgivenefs : you pluck down death and mi- 
fcry cverlafting with your own hands upon 
yourfelvcs. What is your confidence ? Do 
you provoke the Almighty to anger ? Are 
ypu ftronger than He ? Thofe whom His love 
cannot reclaim His indignation ihall over- 
whelm. Jefus, the Lamb of God, facrificed 
for your fins, you defpife. , Behold J^s the 
Son of God, Himfelf one with the 'Father, 
feated on His Father's throne. Behold the 
dawning of the great day. Behold^ He comeib 
with clouds ;' and every eyefhallfee Him ! Be- 
hold the day when tbefimjball become black as 
Jack' cloth y and the moon as blood: when tbejlars 
Jhall fall from heaven^ and the heaven Jloall 
depart as a fcroll when it is rolled together^ 
and every mountain and ijland Jhall be moved 
out of their places : when all the enemies of 
Chrift, iings of the earthy and great men and 
rich meuy and chief captains ^ and mighty men^ 
and every bondman and every freeman^ Jljall 
bide themfelves in the dens and in the rocks of 

D d 4 - the 
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the mount ittns ; and Jballfay to the mountains 
and rocks ^ Fall on usj and bide nsfrom the face 
of Him that fit tetb on tbe throne^ and from the 
wrath of tbe Lamb. For tbe great day of ISs 
wrath is come : and who Jball be able to 
fiand (i) i Liften even yet to the voice of 
mercy. Bend-the ftubbora knee, bow down 
the hardened heart. He flill waits to be gra^i* 
cious. But the feafon of trial will have an 
end. His Spirit will not always drive with 
man. Youx time of trial may be expiring. 
Humble yourfclf before Chrift, the Lord of 
heaven and earth : truft in His atoning blood : 
pray without ceafmg for His grace ; and fave 
yourfd|reSy while yet you may, from tbe rc^ 
fumStton of damnation. 

(/) Rer. u 7. vi. 12—17. 
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I COR. ZV. 20. 

Now is Cbrifi rifenfrdm the Dead^ and become 
the Jirft fruits oftbem tbatjlept. 

TN the preceding difcourfe I laid before you 
the fubftance of St. Paul's arguments in 
the earlier part of the chapter under our con- 
fideration ; together with fuch reflediions 
tending to your edification and your comfort 
as appeared naturally to flow from the fubjed. 
The apoftle had earneftly infifted on the truth 
of the refurredlion of Chrift as the ground- 
work of Chriftian faith, and the pledge of 
the future refurredion of all men at their 
appointed time and in their proper order. He 
had reminded the Corinthians of the leading 
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feature in the divine plan of redeiliption ; 
that the great Deliverer who flieuM provide 
the means of reftoration for fallen man fliould 
^imfelf be man : that the victorious enemy 
of the human race fiwuld be defpoiled of 
his fovereignty, Ihould be caft into ever- 
lafting perdition, by a Being who Ihould 
manifeft Himfclf in the fle(h, who fliould 
be clothed in that nature, which the temp- 
ter by his triumph over our firft parents had 
corrupted and enflaved. He had enlarged on 
the import, the extent, and the duration, of 
the mediatorial kingdom of our Lord : and 
had marked with particular energy that com- 
plete demonftration of the Redeemer's uni- 
verfal power, thatfource of incxprcflible con- 
folation and inextinguifliable happinefs to 
His fervants, the total deftrudion of death. 
He proceeds unto the conclufioh of the 
chapter ftilj to prefs thefe awakening truths 
on the Chriftians to whom he addreflcd his 
epiftle; and by that epiftle, being deady be yd 
Jpeaketh to us, and fliall continue to fpeak the 
words of falvation to the extremities of the 
earth, until his Lord Ihall return in the 
clouds to call the living and the dead to 
judgement. He confirms the dodrine of the 
rcfurredVion by additional reafonings ; and 
viridigates it from the cavils of objq(5lors by 

perfpi-i 
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perfpicuoiis >nd familiar illuftrations. He 
enters at confiderable length into the nature 
ofthe change, which (hall be experienced by 
the gloriiied bodies of juft men made perfeft : 
fuddenly breaks forth into a triumphant ftraia 
of gratitude to God, who giveth us through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift the vidory over our 
laft enemy armed with the mortal dart of fin 
^nd ftrong in the penal fandtions of the 
violated law : and clofes the fubjeft with a 
fhort but impreflive and animated exhorta- 
tion to that ftedfaftnefs, that joyful patience 
in faith and holinefs, to which, by the pro- 
mife and through the blood of Chrift, the 
rewlir'd of everlafting happinefs is enfured. 
Thefe, my brethren, are the leflbns which 
I would attempt to unfold for your encour- 
agement in your pilgrimage through an evil 
world, in your paflfage through the valley of 
the (hadow of dc^ath. 

Elfe wbatjliall they do^ which are haptifed 

for the dead; if the dead fife not at all? Why 

are they then baptifedfor the dead ? And why 

Jlandwe in jeopardy every hour ? I proteji by 

your rejoicing which I have in Chriji Jefus 

our Lordy I die daily. If^ after the manner of 

men^ I have fought with beajls at Epbefus : 

what advantjgcth it me^ if the dead rife not ? ^ 

l^et us eat and drink ; for to-morrow we die f 

In 
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In the nineteenth vtxft St«. Paul had al- 
ready affirmed concerning himfelf, and the 
other apoftles and preachers of the gofpel': 
If in this life only wcbave hope in Cbrifi; we 
are of all men mofi miferable. Moft truly might 
he make this declaration. What was their (itu* 
^ ation as y^ou find it reprefented in the Ads of 
the Apoftles, and incidentally defcribed in the 
Epiftlcsof St. Paul and of the other facrcd 
writers ? One continued fcene of toil, forrow, 
anxiety, danger, and perfecution. Chafed 
from region to region, odiou£l alike to the 
Jews and to the Romans, in affliSlionsy in ne-" 
cejities^ in dijlreffes^ infripes^ in imprifonments^ 
in tumults^ in labours^ in watcbings^ ^^f<ifi^^g^% 
in perils in the city^ in perils in the wildernefs^ 
in perils in the fea^ in perils among falfe bre^ 
thren ; /// wearittefs andpainfulnefs^ in hunger 
and tbirjl^ in cold and nakednefs {a)^ and under 
perpetual hazard of a violent and torturing 
death ; if they were not juftified in lookirtg 
forw-ird through Chrift to a future recom- 
pence, they were indeed the moft miferable 
of mankind. If then they knowingly and 
willingly expofed themfelvesto uninterrupted 
dangers and fuffcrings by preaching the refur- 
reftion of their crucified Matter ; by preaching 
a gofpel depending on the truth of His re- 

(4) a Cor. vi. 4, 5. xi. 26, 27, 
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furredion, and announcing the future refur- 
redion of alt men : what was the necefiary 
conclufion ? That they knew whom they had 
believed ; that they knew that Jefus Chfift had 
arifen, that all nieh (hould rife, that thegofpel 
was true. To this argument St. Paul now 
recurs.: ^Wfaat oonfidefation, he enquires* 
except a firm coavi£tioa that there remaineth 
beyond the gvave a hope for the righteous^ 
could induce nien to encounter a cert£ua 
profped of wrbtcfa/ednefs in the pr^fent life» 
and to be baptifed. for the dead : to be bap* 
fifed into a religion eftabUihed on the dpiflfiQe 
of the refurrediea ; or, as this difficult ex<^ 
preflion is notvafcequently interpreted, to be 
baptifed in tHe place of thoieoorhoare dead? 
to take iiponthemfdves the Chriftian pr^ei^ 
fion whi^ had proved before their eyej the 
caufe of deftrudion to numbers, and eagerly 
to 6fFer themfehres to fill up thofe vacancies 
wluch martyrdom had occafioned in the ranks 
of the foldiers of Ghrifl? What other con« 
fideration, he demands, could perfuade us, the 
apoflles, to (land in jeopardy, cheerfully to ex- 
^fe our lives to extreme danger every hour ? 
To ftrengthen his reafoning, St. Paul appeals to 
"his own fufferings, to his own perils. On ano- 
.ther occafion we find him applying to him<* 
felf and his aflfociates the prophetical expref- 

fipns 
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fions of the Pfalmift : For thy fake are wektUed 
all the day long; we are counted asjbeepfortbe 
Jlaugbter (i). And now he folemnly records 
his proteftation, that he was in daily hazard of 
death. for preaching the gofpel. And he refers 
to a fpecial inftance of perfeciltion, well known 
to the Corinthians, which had ov^taken him 
in* Afia, and is detailed 4n the nineteenth 
diapter of the book of A^ ; and is again 
mentioned by St. Paul In his fecond Epiille 
to the Corinthians {c\ as^ a danger in which 
he was prefled out of mcafure, above his 
ftrength, infomuch thaf he despaired even of 
life, regarded the fentence fxf death as about 
to be executed upon him^ aod bad no hope 
remaining except the fure and nevet-^iiiling 
confidence that God would raife the dead. 
If faith he, after the manner ofmen^ to adopt 
a proverbial form of expreffion in Ordinary 
ufe among you, / have fought with beqfis at 
Epbefus: if I have dared the ungovernable 
fury of a frantic muhitude, outrageous cind 
cruel as favage beafts ; What advantagetb it 
me^ if the dead rife not? Wh^poffible ben^ 
could I derive from all the labours and af- 
flidions, which I bring upon myfelf by- 
preaching Chriftianity ; by what polfible in- 
ducement could I be impelled to incur them j 

{h) Rom. vili. 36. (f)* 2 Cor* u J-, 9. 
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•if there were no refurreftion ? If after this 
fhortfcene of exiftence, there were no future 
life ; • we, the apoftles of Chrift, fliould em*- 
ploy our perfonal exertions, we (houli re^- 
commend it as the only rational • objeia rf 
the exertions of others, to ttiake the iftoftof 
the prefent ftate of bcih^.' *We fhbuW iicJt 
exhort you to fet your ifffeftions ott thinga 
above, to be ci*ucified ufito the world, to be 
dead unto its pleafures'. Our lamgaage -would 
be. the language prevalent in the mouths of 
y6ur unbelieving and fenfual philofdphers. Let 
us eat and drinky we fhotild {zj\for to-morrow 
nve die. Life is (hort ; life is uncertain. Seize 
every gratification of the pafling hour. Lofe 
not prefent enjoyment in the hope of future 
blifsi for beyond the tomb no futurity re- 
irains. ^ 

But be not deceived^ the apoftle continues : 
evil communications corrupt good manners. 
Awake to righteoufnefs and Jin ?iot: for fame 
have not the knowledge of God. Ifpeak this to 
yourjhame. He admonifties the Corinthians to 
roufe.themfelves from their fpiritual lethargy, 
to be ever upon their guard againft the deceit- 
ful influence, the enfnaring fociety, and the 
corrupting converfation of their falfe teachers, - 
who maintained that there was no judgement 
nor life to come. He excites them to a 
vigilant ftlf-examination, to an unfhaken ad- 
herence 
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berence unto, found do&rinei to an abhor* 
rence of unfcriptural principles^ and of fin^ 
to w^ich unfcriptural principles neceflarily 
condud* He reproves them for that want of 
the knowledge ofGody that fhameful deficiency 
in religious information and attainments, to 
w^ich alone could be afcribed their endurance 
fpr a moment of a dodtrine fubveriive of the 
very foundations of Chriftianity. The re- 
proof, as St. Paul weU rjemarked to the Corin- 
thians, was to cheir^^»o^. My brethren, if 
we remain ignorant of any of the great 
dodrines of our religion ; it is to our fhame. 
The Scriptures and the houfeof God are open 
to every one of us. Whatever is requifite 
to falvation is placed before the humble en- 
quirer dlftindly, and within his reach. The 
nature of God ; the corruption of man ; the 
office of our Redeemer ; the unceafing ne^ 
cefTity of divine grace ; the imperfeftion and 
the attendant finfulnefs of all human works ; 
the confequent impoffibility of pardon and 
falvation except through faith in the atoning 
blood of Chrifl ; the indifpenfable obligation 
to ftedfail holinefs and good works as the 
fure fruits and only evidences of j unifying 
faith ; the certainty of a future judgen;^ent, 
of a refurredion of life or of damnation : 
thefe are truths fo plainly, fo energetically 
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ftated in that volume which, if we fincerely 
love God through Chrift, will be our conftant 

. ftudy, that, if we continue ignorant of them, 
we fliall dcfervedly be covered with con- 
fufion, we fhall awake from the duft of the 
car/th to fliame and everlafting contempt. 

The apoftle, in the next place, expofes the 
abfurdity of thofe cavils againft the poflibility 
of the refurredion of the body from its duft, 
-which by the unconverted heathen were fre- 
quently brought forward. Butfome man will 

Jay ; How are the dead raifed up ? And with 
"what body do they come ? The folly of this 
objedion St. Paul manifefts by direding the 
thoughts of the perfon reprefented as urging 
it to a fimilar example of the power of God 
difplayed before the eyes of all men every 
day : an example which our Saviour had 
already applied to illuftrate a parallel truth {d). 
Itboufool! That which thoufowefi is not quick-' 
enedy except it die. O blind and proud felf- 
deceiver ! Why fliould it be thought a thing 
impoffible with thee that God fhould r^fe the 
dead ? In every feed which thou foweft a 
change is wrbught of the fame nature withthat 
transformation, which fhall take place in the re- 
furredion of the human body. The corruption 
and decay of the original feed are ncceffary to 

{d) John,xii, If. 
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the developement of the futpre plant. In tb^ 
which thoufowifty in eyery feed which thoit 
committeft to the earthy thou Jowcfi not that 
body 'which Jbatt be^ but bars grcun ; it nutf 
chance of whtat^ or of/ome other graim. But 
God giveth it a body cts it bath pkitfed bim ; 
and to every feed its own body* Thou ibwef^ 
i naked lifelefs feed wholly dijferent in out* 
^ard appearance, in organization, in fenfibk 
qualities, froiji the living herb, which by ex- 
perience thou knoweft (hall -fpring from its 
difiblution. But God beftoweth on it a new 
body, provided for it by Him conformably 
to its kind : He raifeth it up into a h«audfii) 
plant furniihed with powers and endowed 
lArith properties fuited to the new and more 
noble ftate of exigence, which He i^>point9 
it to filL The hand which, from a buried 
and pcrifhing grain of wheat can raife up the 
blade and the ear; can call forth from the 
duft into which man's mortal body is diflblved 
a frame fit to partake of the inheritance of 
the faima in light. Do you require addi^ 
tional ai^uments and illuftrations i God has 
abundantly fupplied them. He has already 
written them in His work^ He has already 
manifefted Himfelf able to create bodies 
of flefli feverally differing surcording to their 
generic diftindlions ; and bodies of other nar 
tures, varying each from the othe? in glory. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lejfon appointed for the Burial Service. 41 9 

Allftijb is not the famejlejh : for there is one 
kind ofjlejb of men ; another flejh of beajls ; 
another of fjbes ; and another of birds. There 
are alfo celefiial bodies^ and bodies terrefiriaL 
But the glory of the celejlial is one ; and the 
glory of the terreflrial is another. There is one 
glory of the fun ; and another glory of the moon ; 
, and another glory ofthejlars : for onejiar df-- 
ferethfrom another Jiar in glory. He who has 
mo'ilded the duft of the earth into bodies of 
flelh diverfified in their natures according to 
the wide diverfity which fubfifts between the 
different families of the animal world : He 
who has beftowed on the inanimate work- 
manfhip of his hands, on the orbs which roll 
through unbounded fpace, degrees of radiance 
fo various as thofe by which the earth, the 
moon, the fun, and the innumerable ftars of 
heaven are refpedkively diflinguifhed : He is 
able to revive under another form the de- 
cayed flefli of man, and for ever to crown it 
with glory, which it was incapable of fuftain- 
ing before. Is not this reprefentation true? 
Is it not pertinent ? Even fo alfo is the refur* 
re£tion of the dead. It is fown in corruption ; 
it is raifed in incorruption : it is fown in dif- 
honour ; // // raifed in glory : it is fown in 
nveaknefs ; it is raifed in power ; // is fown a 
natural ^body; it is raifed afpirltuaVbody. Such 
E e 2 ihall 
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fiiall be the majefty of the righteous, when 
they (hinc like the fun in the kingdom of 
their Father : fuch the glorious change expe- 
rienced by their natural bodies, when they are 
transformed by the Lord Jefus into bodies 
fpiritual like His own^ For as there is now 
a natural body ; fo there is alfo a fpiritual body ^ 
in rcferve for the children of God. And fo 
it is written : the jirji man^ Adam^ when God 
breathed into his noftfils the breath of life (^), 
was a made a living fouL But the Iqft Adam 
not only became, like the firft man, a 
living foul : but by his own proper power 
HepofTeffed life in himfelf ; and He was able 
alfo to beftqw life on others according to. His 
pleafure. He was a quickening Spirit. For as 
the Father hath life in himfelf; fo hath He given 
to the Son to have life in himfelf As the Fa^ 
tber raifeth up the dead and quickenetb them ; 
evenfq the Son quickeneth whom He will. And 
all that are ih th( graves Jb(^ll hear His voice^ 
and f)all come forth [f). As every defcendent 
of Adam has hy inheritance received a natural 
body fimjlar to that of his firft parent ; fo fliall 
every true believer in Chrift Jefus receive at 
the l^ft day by the quickening power of Hi? 
Redeemer a>body fpiritualifed and glorified 
like to that of the human nature glorified in 

(f) Gen. ii. 7. (/) John, v. zu 26. a?, 29, 
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the perfon of the Son of God. Howbeit for 
this his heavenly transfiguration he mufl: 
wait in patient hope, until his earthly taber- 
nacle (hall be diffolved. That was not Jirji 
which is fpiritual^ but that which is natural: 
and afterward^ that which is JpirituaL T/be 
Jirft man is of the earthy earthy : thefecond man 
is the Lord from heaven. Adam, our fir ft 
parent, was formed from the duft of the 
ground ; mortal in his nature, and even in 
paradife prefervcd from decay only by the 
fruit of the tree of life. But the fecond man 
Chrift Jefus was God manifefied in the fiejh • 
the Son of God, by nature a partajcer of the 
Godhead : but for our fakes and for our fal- 
vation veiled for a feafon in a human body, 
a body firft to be fubje^^ed to death, then 
exalted into heaven, incorruptible and irn* 
mortal. As is the earthy^ fuch are they that 
are earthy ; and as is the heavenly^ fuch are 
they alfo that are heavenly. And as wcx have 
borne the image of the earthy; we Jhall alfo 
bear the image of the heavenly. For his ap- 
pointed feafon the child of corruptidn muft 
bear the body of corruption* Earth muft re- 
turn to earth before it can be clothed with life 
eternal. But if, while thou art in this taberna- 
cle, thou art renewed in the Spirit of thy mind 
after the image of the Lord from heaven. 
E e 3 when 
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when Chrift, who is thy Lord and thy life, (hall 
appear^ then {halt thou alfo appear with Him 
in glory. Now this I fay^ brethren^ that Jiejb 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God: 
neither d»th corruption in berit incorruption. Our 
bodies, if continued in a ftate of impure and 
perifhahle flelh and blood, would be unfit for 
the habitations of the blelTed, unqualified for 
the glories of eternity. Behold! IJhewyou a 
mjifiery. I would explain to you through the 
inlpiration of the Spirit of truth the fecrcts 
of the world to come, which God aloqc can 
reveal. We Jhall not all Jleep in the grave; 
but we Jhall all be changed: all the generations 
of men who fhall have been depofited in the 
tomb ; and every individual of that concluding 
generation which Chrift, when he cometh to 
judgement fliall find alive ; all fhall be 
ciianged in a moment ^ in the twinkling of an 
eyey at the Iqft trump. For the trumpet Jhall 
founds and the dead Jhall be raifed incorruptible ; 
and we Jhall be changed. For this corruptible 
mujl put on incorruption ; and this mortal muji 
put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
Jhall have put on incorruption^ and this mortal 
Jhall have put on immortality s when purififed 
for ever from all pollution, difentangled and 
refined from thq feeds of weaknefs and decay, 
the glorified frame fhall be re-united to the 

immortal 
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immortal Spirit : then Jball be brought to pafs 
the faying that is written^ Death is fwallowed 
up in viSory; then (hall be fully accomplillied 
in its nobleft import the jprophetic declar- 
iation of Ifaiah : The Lord God Jbaltfwallow 
up death in viSory ; and Jball wipe away tears 
from off all faces : for the Lord hath fpoken 
it {^). Then fhall the redeemed of the Lord 
exclaim in the triumphant rapture of the 
apoftle ; death ! where is thy Jiing ? 
grave ! where is thy vi£lory ? In that day fhall 
they take up, and apply to themfelves, the 
fong of exultation prepared for them by the 
prophet in the words immediately following 
that promife, which is now fulfilled in their 
refurredtion to everlafting life : Lo I this is our 
God; we have waited for Him^ and He will 
fave us ! This is the Lord: we have waited 
for Him ; we will be glad and rejoice in His 
falvation ! From the contemplation of the 
glories of the world to come, St. Pau) as it 
were for a moment returns to earth, that he 
may imprefs on our hearts a deep convi<aion 
of the fituation with refpeft to futurity, in 
which every man, as an inheritor of the mortal 
and corrupt nature of Adam, and as a fmner 
againft God by wilful tranfgreflion, is placed ; 
of the fituation in which all men would have 

{£) Ifaiahy xxy. 8* 
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remained without hope of deliverance, had not 
Chrift redeemed them by His blood. The 
ftng f death is fin : and the firength of Jin is 
the law. It is fin which caufed death : it is 
fm which maketh death terrible. By fin 
death entered into the world : by^n the bed 
of the dying man is fhaken with agony, with 
pangs of body and horrors of confcience : by 
fin the dungeons of never-ending punifiiment 
were founded; by fm the bottomlefs pic 
was unfealed for the perdition of the guilty 
and unregencrate foul. And the ftrength 
of fin is the law. Sin is the tranfgrefjion of 
the law : and the -wages of fin is death [h). 
The perfect holinefs of that law of God 
which fin perfuades men to tranfgrefs is 
the very weapon from which he derives 
his ftrength, his power of working deftruGion. 
The law of God demands perfect obedience. 
The penalty for every inftance of difobedience 
is eternal death. Curfed is every one who 
continueth.not* in all things, which are writ- 
ten in the book of the law, to do them (/}• 
Sin prevails on every man to break the law : 
and then with triumphant malignity inflias 
the penalty upon him, and plunges him into 
death eternal. wretched man that lam ! cried 
St. Paul, pouring forth oh another occafiqn the 

(h) I John, iii. 4 Rom. vi. 23. {i) Gal. iii. 10. 
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convi£tions of his foul ; Wbofiall deliver me 
from the body of this death f I tharrk God^ 
through y^f^^ Chri/i our Lord [i). Here is 
delivcraiice : here is conqueft and life and 
bleflednefs for ever and ever. Thanks he 
to Gody which giveth us the viElory^ through , 
<mr Lord Jefus Chrijl f Thanks be to God 
that the feed of the woman hath bruifed th^ 
ferpent's head ! Chrift hath refcued us from 
the power of the grave : Chrift hath delivered 
u^ from the wrath to come, Chrift hath re- 
deemed us from the curfe of the law, being 
made a curfe for us* Chrift hath tafted death 
for all men ; and hath made His foul an 
offering for fin ; a full, perfed, and fufficient 
Sacrifice, oblation, and fatisfa&ion for the fins 
of the whole world. Chrift hath deftrpyed the 
laft enemy. Chrift hath prepared from the cre- 
ation of the world a kingdom for His faints^ 
a kingdom of righteoufnefs where there fhsdl 
be no more death, nor forrow, nor crying^ 
neither fhall there be any more pain : where 
they fliall fee their Lord face to face, and be 
like unto Him, and reign with Him in blifs 
unchangeable for ever and ever. 

Was it then to indulge curiofity, was it to 

gratify the minfl with fublime defcription, 

that the apoftle had thus unfolded the ever- 

lafting triumph of the Son of God, and the 

(i) Rom.viN 24,25, 

cverlafting 
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everlaftirig triumph of the righteous through 
Him \ St. Paul had a nobler purpofe ; that 
purpofe which was the objedi of his heart in 
all his writings, in all his labours ; to pro- 
mote the glory of God by guiding and ani** 
mating man to holinefs and falvation through 
faith in the blood of Chrift. Hear the con- 
cluding leflbn, the great pradlical exhortation, 
which, as the confequence and the fumof his 
in(lru£tions in this chapter, he addrefled to the 
Corinthians and now addrefleth to ourfelves. 
Wherefore^ my beloved brethren^ be ye Jiedfqfty 
unmoveable^ always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; forafmucb as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. If then, 
my beloved brethren, whofe eternal welfare 
ought to be my fervent defire, my unceafing 
prayer, my perfevering and earned purfuit ; 
if thefe things be fure, be ye ftedfaft, uur 
moveable. Shew yourfelves the true fer- 
vants and foldiers of your Lord. Continue 
unfliaken in His faith. Hold faft the words 
of found dodrine. . Beware lejl any manjpoil 
you through pbilofophy and vain deceit. Avoid 
profane and vain babblings ; and oppojitions of 
fcience falfely fo called {/), prefumptuous diC- 
putes raifed on the groundwork of fenlelefs 
fpeculation and conjedure, againft truths 
which reft on the promife, and are fecurcd 

(OCoLii.S. I Tim. vx. 20* 
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by the omoipotence, of God. Continue {led-- 
fkft under temptations to fm* Rejift the 
Devil; and be will flee from you. Gall for 
•fuccour to your- Redeemer, whom SataQ 
tempted in vain ; your Redeemer, who has 
openly triumphed on the crofs over all the 
powers and principalities of darknefs ; your 
Redeemer, who has promifed that His grace 
ihall be fufiicient for you, that He will fave 
to the uttermoft all who come unto God by 
Him. Continue patient and undifmayed 
under fufferings. Look unto Jefus, the Au* 
thor and finiiher of your falvation ; who for 
the joy that was fet before Him endured the 
crofs, defpifmg the (hame, and is now fet 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Be ye always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. The work of the Lord is faith un- 
feigned. This is the work of God: that ye 
believe on Him^ whom He bath fent \ni). The 
work of the Lord is to do the will of God ; 
to be holy, as He is holy. The work of the 
Lord is to feek fir ft the kingdom of God aqd 
His righteoufnefs ; to labour for the falvatioa 
of your own foul, and that of the fouls of 
others. In every branch of this blefled work 
abound more and more. Strive, through 
the Holy Spirit, to grow in grace^xo be a 

(m) John> Ti. 29V 
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progreffivc example of piety. Shew yourfclf a 
Chriftiaa in thought, in word, and in deed. 
Labour with increafing earneftnefs to win 
others to the love of Chrift and the care of 
their eternal interefts by prudent inftrudion 
and exhortation, where you may be allowed 
to inftru£t and exhort : and at all times, and 
in all places, by adorning the dodrine of God 
your Saviour in all things, by giving unaf- 
feded proof that your heart is fteadily go- 
verned by Chriftian motives, and filled with 
Chriftian tempers. You know that your la- 
bour is not in vain in the Lord. You know 
that there is a reward for the righteous : that 
yourafcended Lord will return to receive His 
feints unto Himfelf : that while the wicked 
ihall be turned rnto hell, and all the people 
who forget God, all who do not make it their 
leading objedt faithfully to love and ferve 
their God and Redeemer ; the juft (hall be 
exalted to the prefence of Father of mercies, 
where there is fulnc£s of joy and pleafure for 
evermoi^i^. Prefs forward then towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Chrift Jefus ; that you may be admitted 
to the Refurre<aion of eternal Life. 

Would you feel the aweful import of that 
refurreftion ? Realife things unfcen. Suppofc 
yourfelf an unconvened fmner, recently fe- 

parated 
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parated from the bo^y, juft arrived on the 
confines of the invifible^ world. ' Suppofe 
yourfelf addf effed by one of its glorified in- 
habitants* '^ Behold thefe abodes of blifs t 
•* thefe inqffable manifeftations of divine 
•* power and wifdom and love : thefe worlds 
•* beyond worlds divierfififed with countlefe 
" modes of cxiftence, filling infinity and eter- 
** nity. Behold thefe innumerable hofts of 
" angels. Behold thefe thy brethren ac- 
" cording to the flefli, the juftified children 
** of thy father Adam, patriarchs, prophets, 
•* and apoftles, faints of every tongue and 
** people, and nation ! Lo ! Th^e is Chrift, 
" the Redeemer of all, King in thy nature of 
" the univerfe ! Lo ! There is the throne of 
" God ! Thefe, hadft thou accepted the offer- 
*• ed mercy, thefe bad been thy glories ! To 
^ ** fearch out thefe wonders, to fliare this bleflf- 
^* ednefs, that had been thy employment, 
" that thy blifs, for ever ! This is the Re- 
" furredion of life which thou haft loft. 
" Thou ftandeft" — ^for let penal torture be for 
a moq:ient fuppofed not to impend — " llhou 
^V ftandefton the brink of annihilation. Snatch 
f* thy laft glance. , The blacknefs of eternal 
" night is about to clofe thee in everlafting 
** oblivion.'* What would be thy fenfations ? 
How truly wpuldft thou eftimate life and all 

its 
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it^ events ! With what.4bnging regret •vouldft 
thou look back upon* the very miferics of 
mankind ! With what fervency wouldft thou 
implore for a renewal, were it poffible, of 
probation ! *' Return me," thou wouldft ex- 
claim, " to earth ! Weigh me down with* 
♦* ficknefs ! Fetter me in dungeons ! Encom- 
*• pafs me with forrow from the cradle to the 
•' grave ! I fhrink from no evil ! I decline 
no fufFering ! Return me to earth, what- 
ever anguifli may await me there , that 
through the richesof grace I may poflefs even 
but a poffibility of attaining to the humbleft 
of thefe glories ; of beholding though from 
*' the rcmoteft diftance the countenance of 
** my Redeemer j of contemplating from the 
** fartbeft corner and verge of the univerfc 
" the prcfcnce and majefty of my Godf* 
The dream of annihilation is diffipatedt Thy 
cxiftcnce is irrevocably prolonged to eternity. 
What then are thy groanings, what thine 
agonies, when thou beholdeft the throne of 
judgement, the book of condemnation, the 
minifters of vengeance, the gulf of everlafting 
perdition, the prifon of unregenerate men and 
apoftate fpirits, the weeping and wailing and 
gnafliing of teeth of the aflcmWed enemies 
of Jehovah! 

But 



Digitized by 



Google 



' Lejon appointed for the Burial Service. 431 

But fear npt thou who art iledfaft and im- 
moveable^ ^bounding in th« work of thy Lord* 
Chrift is rifen from the dead, and become the 
firft fruits of them that flept. In thine ap- 
pointed hour thou fhalt rife alfo. He died to 
atone for thee : . He arofe to juftify thee : He 
afcended into Heaven to prepare a place for 
thee : He fat down on the throne of majefty 
on high to be Head over all things for thy 
falvation. Look up to Him and perfevere* 
Thy labour fhall not be in yain. Well done, 
good and faithful fervant! Thou (halt enter 
jiitp the joy of thy Lord ! 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Happinefs attendant on the Paths of 
Religion* 



PROV. in. 17. 



Ear Ways are Wajt of Pleafantnefs ; and all 
ber Paths are Peace. 

AMONG the internal demonftrations of 
the truth of Chriftianity, the excellence 
of the appropriate leflbns refpedively ad- 
drefled in the facred writings to different de- 
icriptions of men holds a diflinguifhed place* 
To the wicked the Scripture fpeaks the lan- 
guage of indignation, tempered v^ith offers 
of mercy. To the penite^it it'promifes for- 
givenefs. The righteous it animates with 
triumphant hope. To the ignorant, it holds 
forth inflruflion ; to the unwary, caution ; 
13 to 
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to the prtfunitptU6us,hiimility ; td the feeble--* 
miftdtd, fuppcift ; to the waver?ng, per|e-' 
Vertodfe j'-tW "the Mifj^rited, encourages ; 
Wthe*»fiJi(3ldi'een(oktion;'^ WKo but th^t ' 
PO^wer,-\vho -Hiifc6i*fi5 every Variety of the 
human jjiifp6l\ti6n, ^ every winding of the 
hiimaa hedrt^ >eoaW have>eeW'the Wthof of 
tfiifcligion th6isl'^J)rbi*i<i^d With- a remedy for 
«««y GOrru^tiiOii, "sT^ deferiise under* every 
f«akttefs7 Whofcut that i^iwer, whcMfe Idve 
tx> fellen mah ^vri* fo immefafttribly greM,^hae 
He gave {iiaiawn< Son to dire for afl^ mankitKi 
iipon theI)cco&^; dcrdie^ |Kk stl^'who Relieve 
oil Him^mi^ht^beTedeiemod fropi the penilty 
of goilt, 'ahd«4nig^ht attlvin everlafting life: 
wh9 b^t thai*F{ithbrvof mercies and God fii 
all comfort KiroUld'* have fo gracioufly dt- 
red;e^ by the ' ^jjcrintendence of His Spirit 
the Tacred iwrhcrs' tof the Bible, ' that^ no . indi-' 
Tidual (6f the'hilmanr race, to .Vvhom His re^* 
Teamed word fliall be faithfully ffCade known, 
can perifli for want of knowledge; nor can 
fail of difcovering as the reward of humble and 
diligent and devout eilquiry the dodlrine, the 
admonition, the reproof, the exhortation, the 
promife, or the counfel, precifely adapted to 
the fituation in which he ftaads ? ^ 

The paflage of Scripture, ivhich we now* 
have before us, breathes the voice of the moft 

Vol* I. Ff cheer- 
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cheering encouragement. In fever^ of (he 
preceding Terfes Solomon ha4 ikawn a d&^ 
fcription of religion under the appellatioo of 
wifiiom. Religion is the.qnly true:wi£Aom: 
and fin id tl^ mod flagrant kind of foUy^ 
Tbffiar of the Lord is the b^\nniwg of wif- 
dom : a»d to d^^tfro^ ^vH h underfiandli^.^ 
To the cultivatifla. of that true wiidom the 
wi£e kiqg invites his fon hj the aflfuranoe 
lhfiX ali things w&kh can be defired are not 
^ be compiH:'ed umo her ; tibait .{he is a tree 
of life to tkem that laj hoM onher; that hef 
ways are ways of pleaiantneTs^ and diat ^tt 
ket paths are peace. The iavitatticm, and the 
motives pa which it is geQuncled) hdong to 
tiS) fcy^en to all meo. To che paths of celigioQ 
every matt is called. And die.folemn decla* 
ntion, i&at they are ways of i^Ieafantneft and 
peace, is at dace an exhortatioaei to the wickedi 
to fly to thofe tracks in whkh bleiednefi ve« 
iidet; and tio the righteous, to pertbveit in 
tihofe courfes, ia which they liave drcady 
foufid reft to their foula. 

I propofe In xht firft place to evince the 
truth of this declaration ; and afterwards to ap* 
ply it for the inftrudion and improvemeat 
of thofe, who have hot yet chofen the ways 
ef religion, and of thofe who are waUdag in 
her paths» 

I. The 
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' ,i. The reli^0U3 toah is drfiveted, and 
idtBlivcred by religictt, frdtn thofe caufes of 
iblicitude^ terror, aikl affli£tion, which are the 
principal fources of the miferies of mankinds 
And ^ e^cperieiKies helps ahd cdnfolationsi 
to which, in proportion as men are not reli- 
g!bu«, they are lii-atigcrs. ^ 

' Thefe important trutlis will appeaf manlr 
ftft, if unfolded by a confideration in detah 
of fome of the Anxieties and fears, which re- 
ligidri, aild refi^on oilly, removes; and of 
the coitei][)6ndttig afliftanceS' and cbm- 
forts, which religion, and Religion on!y^ be* 
ftows- ^ 

1. The moft grievous of all the diftreifes 
which weigh down thig heart of man, is the 
fenle of unpardoned guilt. The mod terrible « 
of all the apprehenfiOns which fhalce the foul, 
li the dread of the vengeance of an offended 
God. Vrottk thik diftref^t, from this appre-^ 
hendob, the refigious man is fet free. He 
looks up to God, through Chrift, as to a fe^ 
eonciled Father. Being juftificd by faitb^ he 
hets peace witbCod through our Lordjefus (a). 
l^e no longer feels the intolerable recolledion 
k>f ft>niier fins deptefling him into anguilK 
and deipair: but in the very moments wheil 
faelooksback npoo them with the proibundcft 

(a) Rcmx. T. i. 

Ff2 felf- 
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fclf-abafemeutj he beholds thfem wa(hed away 
by the h\q^\pi4he Lcnnb (f God^ who .was 
fat:riEced;f<^f the trqpfgfc^Tn^ of the wfaiole 
world. In that iacr}ficq^{he:has. learned thatfae 
ba? himfelfan»jy5i^ereft : inth^lAiprificQixe fields 
pardon and peace. ^ Hqii^.fichlonget/is&rjy/?/^ 
from God J at enmity .^Uhtytjie. %^ 
vereign of earth and heaven. Hjecorntpmpjates 
jhb. Cre^toi; ,with filial affe£tipn *; deligJitjS|i<|i 
Kjs ,holir>pfs jj^Jpves. his; cD*a>qiar>!4^€pi;sr , .IJc 
bears as .adc^ffed to,hiipfj5|f;tJtre j^oic§ of God 
fpeaking in His revealed y^QJp^}:^bj^J^s Mi/i 
ihi^ie^ intquiths I remember nor mor^ //w/i/ ir 
to^tBk a Father ; and thoujhalt be to me a^Scu. 
Be Jkon fakhjnl tmfo dfaffy, ; and, , / iSiffl jrive 
thee a cr^ny^<f life{h^A^ ,^he, burthen is re- 
moved from hb foulj apd he goeth on Wa 
^ay rejoicing, • He /(jeU fgringing up wi^h|n 
liis brea(it the .gepuiae^^ox^olatifDin^ of ithj^ 
gofpd. He, feels ^dX^tjsff ffrUft ,tf tbe ^rit 
iijny and peace^'^ He \%JiUed with all j^ and 
peace In believing {c\ Every jt^Jken of grateful 
obedience which', he ii5.,«ttabled )to Tender to 
qia Redeemer, . overipreads •; his; heart wifk 
gladnefs. Every devout afpinttion which he 
dhrefts to the throne :pf grace^ l^iffufeis^ \^J 
pea^ce over his foul. Hfi; is^^j ix^y^Qi.oitbc 

i (^i) He^r. viliv. 12/ 2 Cor. '^i; ft: Hev. ^V to. - * 

(tf)Gal.v. 22. Rom.*v. A|K ' 
•, rv . ./ Prince 
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Prince of peace j an heir df God through 
ChriftJ' 'reconciled urito the Father by* the 
Htood *6f the Son. As he advances in reli- 
gion; he advances in happinefs* He turns his 
eye backward -on the days, when he was 
comparatively unacquainted with religion ; 
' amd extlaims in the language of holy writ ; 
/ bad heard of 'her by the bearing of the ear : 
but now mine eye feet b her {d). Her ways are 
ways 'of pleafantnefs : and ali her paths are- 
peace.' 

!• r The religious man is delivered from 
imhibderate fear of falling away from God 
under future temptations. * He knows that 
even unto* the bed dfi- death his faith and his , 
obedience will b^'Cxercifed. by temptation. 
Hfe kilows his*^vA^iVeaknefs, his own cor- 
ruptidn. He knows that, if he holds not faft 
thW' -which he" hath, * another fhall take his- 
crown. He khowe that, if he abandons his 
Saviour, his name fhall be blotted out of the 
bfibk' of life [e). • He knows,» for* his God 
bath pmnounced the warning, that he is to 
pafs the tim^ of bis fojourning here in fear ; that 
happy is the man that feareth always (f). He ' 
f«4rs for himfelf But his fear is not an over- 
v^helming terror. It is a fear which excludes 

[i) Job, xTii. 5. ' {e) Rev. iii. 5. ii. 

(/) iPeti. jy,' Prov. xxvHi, 14. . - 

^ , Ff^'3 all 
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all dependence on bis own ftrengtfa. . It is i| 
fear which produces hMmilitj, caution, Yt-* 
gilance, meditation, and prayer. But .it b 
not a fear which brings anguilh : it is not a 
fear which urges to defpondeoce. Why? 
Becaufe be looks up to Him who is mighlry to 
iave; to Him who has pronpiifed to fave alt 
who fly to Him for fucqour* He looks ta 
the Lord his Sandifierj to the covenanted 
ailiftance of the Spirit of God, That he 
may obtain fupport from above ; he negleda 
not the exertions, which the Scripture, his 
unerring rule, pronounces to be neceflary on. 
his part. While he prays that God woul4 
pot; lead him into temptation ; he abftains 
from needlefsly plunging himfqlf into fcenea 
of trial. While he folicitfi from the bounty 
of God the true riches j he negleds not the 
talent with which he is entrufted. He is cir^ 
cumfpea, watchful, fober-minded. He con^ 
fiders his ways, that he may turn afide his 
foot from evih He is zealous tp employ to the 
uttermoft the flrength whiok' he has received 
in promoting the glory of the Giver. Hence 
he applies with devout confidence to Him,, 
who has engaged to beftow His Holy Spirit 
on all that afk Him. He lifts up his heart 
to God iq the infpired language of the 
Pfalmlft: Lord! I am tby fervant : forfakc 

4 net 



Digitized by 



Google 



M the Paths of^Ugihn. 439 

mt the "work of tbim own band. Leave me 
not J neitber/or/aie me^ Godofmyfalvationt 
Ca/i me nof^n»ay from Tby prefence^ and taki 
not Tby Holy Spirit from me. Rtjlore unto mi 
tbejoy of Thy fcdvation : and uphold me witb 
Tbyfree Spirit {g). " In the words of infpira- 
tion he reads the anfwer of his God. My 
grace is fufficient for thee. I am tvitb tbet 
always. I will never leave tbee^ nor for/ait 
tbee. Becaufe tboufearefi me^ Ibave hearkened 
and beard it: and thou Jbalt be mine i and I 
wiUJpare thee as a man fparetb his ownfok 
that fervetb bim. Thou therefore^ My fon^ bt 
^rong in the grace that is in Cbrift Jefus {b). 

3. The religious man is delivered from 
corroding anxietes as to the events which 
may befal him during the reftdue of his life. 
He has fet his affedHons on things above, not 
on things on the earth. His treafure is in 
heaven : and there alfo is hia heart. Having 
food and raiment, he is therewith content* 
On earth he is but a fojourner and a pilgrim : 
and he perceives that it needs not to be an 
object of ferious concern whether the road 
along which he travels be fomewhat mjore 
or lefs fmooth, whether he meets with fome-> 
what more or fewer acommodations on his 

{g) Pfalm xxvil. 9 li. 11, 12. cxxxviii. 8. 
. {b) a Cor. xii, 9. Matth. xxviii. to, Hebr. xiii, 5. 

Mai. iii. 169 17. a Tim* ti, i. 

Ff4 journey. 
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jouroey. He fhatifocm^ reach the end, his 
everlafting home^.his cverWftmg reft. To 
that home, to that reft, be fkadil^^looks for- 
ward: and repines not ^t the diflicukics of 
th^ way. And.virhy fliatild he re^me ] What 
if be, be overtaken by calamity ? What if he 
be laid on th^ bed of ficknefs ? Cannot Om- 
nipotence remove calamity ? Cannot OmnU 
potence reftore health ? The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth ta 
Jbew himfelf frong in behalf of them^ wbo/i 
heart is perfcS towards Him {i \ But what if 
his affli£tlon be continued ? Knoweth he not 
that all things ftiall work together for good 
in the end tb them who love God ? He teels 
that he. can humbly fay with Peter; Lord! 
Thou knoweji all things. ; Thou knowe/l that I 
love^ Thee. He feels that he loves God, and 
is comforted • But what if he ftiould expe- 
rience, the fevereft, the leaft retrievable, of 
worldly deprivations ; the lofs of dear and 
pious frici>ds ? Has Gdd provided no balm 
fbr that wound? Cannot God provide for 
him other friends, who, in fome meafure, if 
not 'entirely, may fill the void in his heart 
which death has made ? And the pious 
friends whom he has loft, has he loft them 
for ever ? He has loft them but for a mo- 
ment. They arc but gone a little before him. 

They 
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.They are waiting to welcome his arrival in 
the ,kingdom of th^ir Redeemer, where they 
ihidi meet in blife unfpeakable, never to part 
^gain. In the mod trying hour, wnder dil- 
penfations the moil a£Bi£tive^ he remembers^ 
and he experiences, the confoling influence 
of the Spirit of God^ He finds Him to be, 
what He was announced to be, the true Com^ 
forier. Frjotn that Spirit he receives unfail- 
ing fupplies of fupporting and ftrengthening 
grace; The fruits of that Spirit he ftill finds 
to h^joy and peace. He hears the words of 
his Saviour ; Let not your heart he troubled: 
and repofes with unclouded ferenity on His 
love. His patient endurance becomes thank* 
ful acquiefc^nce : and his holy calmnefs is at 
times exaked to joy unfpeakable^ and full of 
glory. 

4. The religious man is delivered from the 
fear of the laft enemy, Death. Through fear 
$f Death ungodly men are all their lifetime 
fubje£f to bondage iju From tlys thraldom, 
thraldom which renders life itfelf a burthen, 
the fervant of God has been refcued. His 
fetters are broken. Before him Death (lands 
difarmed of his terrors. What though the 
apprpach of Death excites tender folicitude for ' 
thofe whom the dying man leaves behind ? 
• He knows that the Power, who has proteded 

{j) Hcb. ii. 15. 

5' him, 
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him, i8 able alfo to proted them. He liftens 
to the promife of the Lord : Leave thy father^ 
lefs children ; / will preferve them aUve : and 
let thy widow triifi in Me ik). He liftens ; 
and anxiety is at an end. What though the 
approach of Death be accompanied with tern* 
porary alarms at the prolpedl: of ftanding be- 
fore his Maker ? The heart of the Chriftian 
is foon re-eftabli(hed. He remembers that he 
is to fland before his Maker, not in hi&owQ 
righteoufnefs, but juftilied through the right* 
eoufnefs of his Redeemer. He knows that 
he fhali be complete in Chri/l ; that he Ihall 
thus be without fault before the throfie of 
God {i). Sin, the fting of Deaths is taken 
away. The gloom which overhangs the val^ 
ley of the (hadow of Death becomes the twi* 
light of an eternal morning. The grave i$ 
the gate of heaven. The moment which ex* 
tinguifhes mortal exiftence is the Commence- 
ment of everlafting life. He longs to bid 
adieu to pain and forrow ; he longs to be 
united to the glorified fpirits of the juft whom 
he loved on earth, to join the innumerable 
company of faints and angels j to behold 
his Redeemer face to face ; to be bleflcd in 
the prefence of his God. It is thus that the 
righteous fall aflecp. 

{k) Jcr xlix. 1 1. (/) Col. it. lo. Rev. x>v. 5. 

5. There 
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5. There yet remain vtfiious circumftances, 
which anend the religious man in the ordi-r . 
nary coitffe of his )ife^ and contribute no 
imall acceflions to the daily amount of his 
bappinefs. By the integrity and the kindnefs 
of his condud^ for integrity and kindnefs are 
among the genuine fruits of true religion; 
he is on many occafions placed beyond the 
reach of thofe who may be defirous of in- 
juring him. fVbo is be that will barm you ; 
who is he that under common events will be 
able to bring you into tnmbte j if ye be foU 
lowers of that which is good? In domeftic 
life has not the religious man, and he alone, 
grounds for expecting permanent harmony 
and affeftion ? Will not his friends, feleftcd 
from among thofe who love their God, be 
found tender and faithful ? Will not hi^ in- 
icrcourfe with ihem be equally a fource pi 
improvement and of delight ? ' Will not the 
general temper of his mind be cheerful fe- 
renity ? Free from the dominion of ambition, 
of avarice, of anger, and of other diforderly 
paffions, he defcends quietly and contentedly 
along the ftream of life; little molefted by 
many of the ufual caufes of uneafmefs, and 
at a diftance from many of the ordinary oc- 
cafions of danger. From the common boun- 
ties of Providence he derives higher fatisfac* 

tion 
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tlon Ehan other mieu.; Andiie/has cohtlnual 
experience 1 of bleffings, whiioh- the wicked 
neither rcHfli nor perceive.;-' Tbe itrtetchange 
of day and night, the yidiffitudca of revolving 
£eafon§, ' return to him with' retiovated joy. 
They pfeftnt to his vieiv the Author of all 
things, the Supreme Objefl:: of hi«. gratitude 
and love* The contemplation of the worts 
of God, meditation on the wonders of re- 
demption, recoHeSion of paft mercies, de-. 
vout anticipations of future glory : thefe arc 
fubjeds which occupy and expand his heart* 
arid caufe it to overflow with that peace of 
.God, which paiTeth human underftanding. 
Great peace have, they who love Thy law^ 
Lord. Tbou wilt keep bitn In 'perJeSl peaces 
whofe mind is Jlayed on Thee ; becaufe he 
trujleth in Thee. Godlinefs has the promifa of 
the life which now is^ as well as of that which 
is to come [m). The ways of religion are ways 
ofpleafantnefs; ^nd all her paths are peac^. 

IL I proceed to • apply the inftruftion, 
which may beidrawn from the text, to per- 
fpns of three diflferent defcriptlbns. ' 

i. I would firft addrefs thofe who are de- 
cidedly wicked, * 

(«) Pfaimcxix. 165.;.. Ifaiab, xxvi, 3. i Tim* iv. 8., 

If 
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fantnefs aa/d' piacc ; the oppofite *pftthfrirf 
ung94line4 mjift bp paths of mifcry*! . oWhat 
faith the iSq?ipiure ?. ^i?ey miciAi ace.tihc'tht 
trouffkd fiifi^ Spbfi^ . it (;annotrvrjtJi^,i iobrfr^ ^lia* 
ffffs^^aftiip mk^i^nd dirth • . ^i^rc tsunm^eace^ 
Jaitb my God^ tMh wicked:\fn). Do y»h doubt 
the ;truthi of '^d^ -decliiaAoh; x)f tlus rOmnti 
fcient ? Qenfi^er tbe;iinnf^teobs^ti i £fb ftKh 
me^,^Bpea5ff5i!yoti*tiQ be ha|>pfy»^Ki Arb:>tli« 
tgmpfxs '(^ t^}ir«mi0d9y\ard&heir aric^iylthtfit 
pl^fi8|.^h€^ol^«tnreflef94cnsvr^^ b^ifttii 

hifjy} to giyeobji*tb:Ji^inifv^4^^^"'?^li*y^^^ 

pqu^^rf.? . n If f hfff feest t0^x«fajay pdaraJJitit 

^ipt. the.tsaffguilHtf' QlfoUyv'-theofecorityodP 

ignqranc^i the ftii^pGr. oi^vUnoQadbm, :th6.dciddJ 

nefs of a- q^ei^nceMpa^fe^Hag, ithe^jiidirfhft 

iofatuation Qj[. a reproba|6Linind?« i% HjoxA 

the pe%ce^^a:,;ni^ner I y^hQikolcMYS doivthat 

a{)raakrh^ftai:t)e{iin thf^ boltdmof ^tiiiieflel ^ 

Is,4t.,npt;.l^jf;0|icjs of ^alItrav«lleF i^ho^'l^inks 

nptthat jthe^4ge IQQ: Mittcfa^he/er^fHt' thcf 

^ulf is . aboiM: t^ Jtnk ffcm beiieakfaiiriStfisM'? 

Is, it notfthe jg^^ «of a. criminal, '^hfT'fbf^^. 

fees not^tl)iLVtber{i^^ of jufticid waitsi^u^ibir 

the clofe-.?^^djy v:t(>;arr6ft liimJ^ his bed, to 

hurry him to trial and execution ? Is the 

condu<5t of the wicked fuch as is adapted to 

^1 r (n) Ifaiah»l7ii. 20, ai. 

produce 
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iHToduoe happinds to themfeltai'f Does tfieif 
Ki«ickediie& render their famiiiel Hap^y ? Does 
itieGommerkl them to you as corvfidentlal af-^ 
i^mteS) as delirable friends ? If you wi(h fot 
additiX>iial iofonnation, appeal to the wicked 
jnan himfdf» But appeal to bim at a momtot) 
v^hen he will fpeak the truth* Appeal to 
)xxm on his deatlu-bed. EnquiM of hinii whe« 
thci^ bis life has been a happy life. Enquire 
whether from his own experience he would 
coid^feltbee to cboofe the path of guilt as' 
the road to peace, ^nd what if he profeis that 
be hts been happy ? Examine afid judge, 
whether be caa haVe been a happy man. Stand 
thow oa the me hand; while ^ donfcience 
beholds the King of terrors on the other. 
Alfc: thyfelf whether the poflWHon of the 
whole world would bribe thee to take to 
thyfelf faia paft fife with all ks pleaAires coupled 
with hk prefent fituation and A\ ks horrors. 
Whoever thoa art who haft hitherto walked 
in the ways of iin and imiery; hear that 
TOiee, wldckftiU itrritei thee t& repentance^ 
pasdon» bollnsfe, and happinefsi Hear the 
Toitt 0f thy Saviour, who ft»)l walteth to be 
gracious. Acquaint thyfelf with SSm^ and be 
Mi peace {a). 

(f) fob, ttii. ix. 
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3. In th« next place let nike fe<^eft the at* 
tcwpj^ioa ef tbofe- perfoost ^o Vt wavering 
b^vreea the patios c^ cdigtoo and the paths of 
jguilt. 

What U the sefuH of your experience ? 
p0 yott £nd peace in y<»ix prefent coKufes? 
The fiippo6(Ma ift impamblQ. You are trac 
veiling .hj tU9M two ccmtwry soadi la hUh 
Qf ^em. you ««f»bi)t be huppy. If you find 
Iptfh^e: tu one of ^mfi^i ycHijixi|«ft iwceffpdly 
find <di(i|ui(etrwi. the o(h«c< Wliacisthela&f 
Ye)» fio4 F)«u:f} to oeithos. You have xtthax 
top ftrw^ « feqfe Qf reUg^ to he eomf«rtiaUc 
ItKXhc pra^lce of Mqutty* A»i yotx bam 
by.lar too weidc aiienfe of aeIiig«»B, t(k«qjay 
thie cpqifort^ whl^. bcdpqg to ^ rtglMepn^ 
Yqu are toQ f^pch afcaid ofQo^ to be ahif 
without aAidety to prosroke Hiio* |9uid y-wi 
Iqrve Him top littl^ to oajoy i^iasixfld deligftt 
in obeying. }fiqi. Mnff long Jbafy ye iaf^mm 
two qphtt^nsf- j^ tbf Jjned -^ Ga^, fiifi^ 
mm: but ^ iMt ^en fiUowkm (/V U 
you would find pe«c«); it is esident tAuK ]giwi^ 
xnuft relincjulih one of thoie {vaths, betwte^ 
which you have Hitherto been heikatii^ 
You mud choofe ai^d abide by, the ooc^ 
or the other. What is your choiqe? la 
which of th^ two paths have you hithecLp 
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44^ On the Happing attem&nlm 

found the neareft approachf to pSace "of mind ? 
To judge by paft tranfadions/ (}o you con- 
clude that you flidUaftaia thtf f^wtt profjpe^ 
of happinefs by forfaking (in, and devotitig 
yourfelf wholly (o'Godj dr'-by rcnof^n^ing 
religion, and abandonli^g ydciriblf aliMgi(ther 
wita wickednefsi If you^ viiould litt' coa*- 
£ftehtly, if you 'Would fkirftrt' peace With 
any reaibnahle chance t>f fuijcefe-^ ytfu iiiuft 
adopt one of tHofe mcftiibds. D^terthihe 
therefore whether y<M]i deettiUt^^^K^ defn^aUe 
to have God for four fri«tidi^«ri tit yottr 
dnemy : to apply "to yoUffSif'-th* pfomifcs; 
lor the threat^oings, of His^wdrd: to. beKold 
ift Gkrift Jefua the 'Saviour of th* pehkent 
Of the avenger of uhrighteoufnefs j to enjfey; 
Tor to rejedli- the cbnfclinj^ influenced of' the 
.^trit' of grkce : to look forward' to the day 
of judgeitaent with trkiAiphant hope, or with 
defpairing terror. ' Through the long* fuf* 
fering of your merciful E»ther the .c^Iioicc 
18 yet in your power. Choofe wkh an hum* 
ble and a ftedfaft heart the fervice of God 
in Ghrift ; and the God of peace ftall fanc-^ 
tiff you wholly. You {hall be Jilkd with all 
joy and peace in believing. You (hall con- 
fefs 'that to be Jpiritually-minded is life and 
peace [q). 

(f ) I Thcfl*. V. 33. Rom. XT. 13. tiu. 6. 
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on the Paths of Religion. 449 

3, Let me now fpeak to thofe/who arc 
truly religious. 

Perhaps you have been ready to exclaim^ 
that you have been, more qr lefs^ dlfappointed 
in your expedations: that you have not 
found in the courfe of your endeavours after 
faith and holinefs the uniform and full fatis« 
fadtion^ for which the declarations , joi the 
Scriptures had encouraged you to hope : and 
that) fmce the promifes of God can never 
fail, you are in conft^quence depreffed with 
alarming apprehenfionTs that you have been 
deceiving your own hearts, and are not in 
the number of the righteous. Now God for- 
bid that his minifters ihould affirm, that aU 
perfons who have not experienced in religion 
the complete confolation, which it holds forth 
to his fcrvants, are therefore not religious* 
The promifes of God never fail. But there 
may exift fome circumftance, which has hi- 
therto prevented you, which may even notv 
prevent you, from reaping due benefit from 
them. Sometimes bodily maladies prey upon 
the fpirits ; and create a melancholy, which is 
a difeafe. In this lituation, and goffibly it 
may have been, or may now be, the fituation 
of fome whom I addrefs, the accomplifliment 
of the promifes of God is fufpended. For 
wife, purpofes known unto Himfelf comfort 

Vol. t G g and 
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450 On the Happinejs attendant 

and peace are at prefent withheld. But to 
thofe who perfevere in devout and patient 
obedience they art, in the ordinary courfe of 
Proflridence, extended at laft. Sometimes alfo, 
perfons, who are earneft in their defires and 
efforts to be religious, adopt erroneous opinions 
on fome branches of religion. Perhaps, unable, 
in common with the reft of mankind, ilielaphy- 
fically to delineate the mode^ in which the fore- 
knowledge of God may be confiftent with the 
contingent falvation of man, they virtually pro- 
nounce them irreconcilable : and having thus 
adventured to limit the power of Omnipotence, 
theyx:onceive that their lot has been abfolutely 
and irrevocably pre-ordained from everlafting; 
that by the fovereign and unconditional decree 
of the Almighty they have been created pur- 
pofely jto be placed, according to his fiat, in 
the realms of eternal blifs, or to be configned 
to never-ending woe; and that until death 
fliall remove the veil which conceals their 
appointed manfion, it muft ever remain a 
doubt, a doubt loaded with torture and dif- 
niay, whether to them heaven be not inac- 
ceffible, and hell inevitable. Perhaps they 
no lefs erroneoufly conclude that the attainr- 
ment of juftifying faith, and the converfion of 
the heart by the regenerating operation ©f the 
Holy Spirit, are events diftindly manifeftcd 

to 
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on the Paths of Religion , 45 1 

to the believer by inward and fupernatural 
impreffions : and not having experienced ia 
their own bofonis the fenfible tokens of acf* 
ceptance, they infer that they are unredeemed 
from the penal confequences of guilt, un- 
fari£tified by the ptirifying influence of divine 
grace, aliens from God, children of damnation. 
Sometimes men of piety reftri<9: themfelveB 
to partial views of religion. Perhaps they 
nearly confine their meditation to their own 
guilt; without fufficiently ^aifing their 
thoughts to the atonement and the mtercefiibn 
of Chrift. Perhaps they dwell almoft qxcltf- 
fively on their oWn weaknefs and corruption : 
"and thus think too little of the fan<aifying, 
the univerfal, and ' the all-fubduing aid of 
the Holy Ghoft, Perhaps they fix their 
minds fo intently on dodrines, as to pay too 
little regard to the regulation of their hearts : 
or, while they are anxious in the perform- 
ance of good works, are too little careful to 
render them as fruits of faith. Now fo far 
as ydu mifapprehend the nature of religion, 
you will neceffarily fall Ihort of its genuine 
comforts. But it is well if the failure of 
complete confolation in the ways of religion, 
of which you complain, be not owing to 
another and a more geneMl caufe. It is well 
if it be not owing to this circumftance, that 
G g 2 you 
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45 ^ On the Happinefs attendani 

ypu are not entirely religious. You .<taa poC^ 
fefs the comforts of religion only inproportiom 
IIS you are religious. If evil incKnations ftiR 
xefume at intervals their original dominioa 
over your heart : if the remains of unfub«* 
t]ued paffions agitate your bread : they wifl 
entail their natural confequences, folicitude 
andanguifh. Charge not then your wacrc 
^f inward peace on religion : charge it oa 
your own deficiency in religion. In proportion 
as you are fmful you muft expe£t the wages 
pf fin. Be thoroughly religious ; that you may 
h»N^peffe£l peace. 

Comfort ye^ comfort ye my people^ Jdith your 
Ged (r). Shall not thcfi? ia every congrega- 
tion, who are indeed the people of God, he 
exhorted humbly to take unto thenrfelves, 
while they <:ontinue dedfiiift in faith and holi- 
nefs, the confblations which their God has 
provided for them ? Fear not ye^ who have 
iet your hearts on falvation through Chrifl* 
Fear not ye : for yefeek Jefus which was cru^ 
cjfied. Fear not ye: for your Redeemer 
liveth. Fear not ye : for ye have an Al- 
mighty Protedon Fear not ye ; for he hath 
promifed to ftrengthen you with might ade- 
quate to your trials. Fear not ye : for ye 

(r) Ifatab/xh l. 
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on the Paths of Religion. 453 

are* under the guidance of irifinite wifdom, 
goodnefS) and love. Fight the good fight of 
faith. You (hall have ferenity during the con- 
flia, and viftory at the clofc. Cqfi all your 
care on Him^ who caretbfor you. Rejoice in 
the word of God ; comfort yourfelves in the 
word of the Lord. Verily ye fhali know, 
that the work of righteoufnefs Jball he peace ; 
and the eJfeSl of righteoufnefs^ quietnefs and 
ajfurancefor ever (/)• 

(/} Iiaiab> xxzii. 17/ 



THE END. 
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